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THE WARS 



OF 



THE EIGHTEENTH CENTUEY. 



1740. 

1. war between great britain, france, and spain. — 2. admiral 
ternon takes porto bello. — 3. commodore haddocft in the 
mediterranean. — 4. remarkable exiloit of a privateer at 
cuba. — 6. sir john norris with a fleet in the bay of biscay. — 
6. admiral vernon takes san lorenzo. — 7> commodore anson 
sails on his voyage round the world.— 8. admiral sir cha- 
loner ogle and general lord cathcart sail on a conjunct 
expedition. — 9. death of the emperor charles, of the czarina 
anne, and of the kino of prussia. 

1. War between Great Britain, France, and Spain. 

Notwithstanding the Convention of the Pardo, a rupture between 
Great Britain and Spain had become inevitable. The ostensible 
occasion of it now was the right of search, claimed by the latter 
country, which the British demanded should be utterly renounced, 
but which Spain haughtily insisted upon still exercising. War was 
accordingly proclaimed in London against her on the 19th of 
October, 1739, in the most jubilant manner. The British people 
were excited against the Spaniards to the highest degree. The most 
popular orators, such as Pulteney, Wyndham, and even the great 
Pitt himself, inflamed their passions; and to raise them still higher, 
one Jenkins, the master of a Scotch merchant ship that had been 
botfhled by a Spanish guarda-costa, was brought to the bar of the 
House of Commons, to detail in person the injuries inflicted upon 
British subjects. He had not only been grossly insulted, but he 
had been tortured in the most shocking manner, and had one of 
his ears torn off. He was asked by a member what he thought 
Vol. II. B 



2 VEENON TAKES POETO BELLO. [a.D. 

when he found hunself in the hands of such barbarians — ''I re- 
commended my soul to God/' he said, ''and my wrongs to my 
country.'* The behaviour of the man, and the sight of his 
mutilated ear which was produced, filled the whole Parliament with 
indignation. Sir Robert ^alpole was still at the head of the 
British Goyemment, and always an advocate for peace, yet he 
could not stand against the popular voice, and now that he was 
driven to war he resolved to conduct it with spirit. As early as 
the 10th of July, orders had been issued for general reprisals, and 
he sent an ambassador to the Dutch to require the auxiliary troops 
which the States were bound to furnish by treaty ; but the French 
Court had already prevailed upon Holland to remain neuter. A 
treaty was, however, concluded with the King of Denmark, who 
received a subsidy of 70,000^. per annum on condition of the Danes 
furnishing to his Britannic Majesty a body of 6000 men, and the 
Houses of Parliament assured the King that they would support him 
in making such further augmentation of his forces by sea and land as 
he should think necessary for the honour, interest, and safety of the 
kingdom. Letters of marque and reprisal were issued against the 
Spaniards, and an embargo was laid on all merchant ships outward 
bound. As the British ambassador had not yet left Madrid, the 
Catholic King gave him to understand that he looked upon these pro- 
ceedings as acts of hostility, and as his cause was just, that he hoped, 
with the assistance of Heaven and his allies, to be able to support 
it against his adversaries. The French ambassador declared that 
the King his master was obliged by treaties to assist the King of 
Spain by sea and land in case he should be attacked. 

2. Admiral Vernon takes Porto Bello. 

A British fleet was now speedily fitted out under the command of 
Admiral Vernon, who sailed for his command on board the ''Burford,*' 
70, and on the 20th of November, 1739, anchored before Porto Bello 
on the Spanish main in South America, with the following squadron: 
—the " Hampton Court," 70, Captain Watson; the « Worcester," 60, 
Captain Main ; the " Louisa," 60, Captain Waterhouse ; the '' Straf- 
ford," 60, Captam Trevor; the " Norwich," 50, Captain Herbert; and 
getting under weigh the following day, Commodore Brown in the 
'* Hampton Court" leading, Vernon attacked the ^ Iron Castle," as it 
was called, which defended the entrance to that harbour. It was very 
strong and tolerably well defended. The fire of the assailants was 
however opened with so much spirit that the Spanish garrison were 
soon seen to fly from their guns, when the Admiral gave signal for the 
boats. In these the British sailors pushed to shore and landed. 
There was as yet no breach made in the walls, but they mounted 
upon one another's shoulders, scaled the fortification, and hauled 
down the Spanish flag. Had the enemy beliaved with the slightest 
resolution, the assailants would, in all probability, have severely 
repented of their temerity ; but " fortune favours the brave/' even 
though sometimes such bravery may appear but rashness. There stiU 
remained an interior and higher work in possession of the Spaniards; 



17-40.] hemarkadle exploit at cuba. 



but tlie gmrriHuu, appalleil by thu irresititililo ardour of the Uritisli, 
at oiioe aouuded a parley ami fiurrenUeivU. The AihnimrH iioxt 
attack waa upon tlie <* Gloria (.-ustle,*' which lay at the bottom of the 
bay and ooverod the town. TIuh he battered very Buccetufully, unil 
it returned the tire with spirit on the ** JUirford," the AdiiiimrH 
ahip, which was the moat expoaed, but no hijury whh BUBtaiiied oxci'pt 
a alight fracture to the fore-to}>mabt, althouf^h the fort continued 
ita fire till night. Vernon it'turned the cannouude with briHkneKH, 
and in the course of the ni^ht one of his uhot jmssin^ over the 
forty had tlie luck to paM throu};h the very houue of tlie (iover- 
nor, who was so intimidated by it, that early in the moruiiij; 
ho aeut to propose terms by which the iirititth boonmo, not only 
maatora of the town und forts, but nlao of two 20-gun Hhips, inid 
anotlier which they found in the harbour. TIh^v then took uway all 
the brasB ordnance and destroyed all the fortifications; but found 
more difliculty in this latter operatitm than they had found in taking 
them. Admiral Vernon gained gi'eat honour on this oeoaHion, not 
oidy for hia bravery, but for his modenition and humanity ttiwards 
the oonquered, and hia generosity townrdn his own people — the 
soldiers and sailors of the fleet under his command — amongst 
whom he shared the prize-money he might have derived fi*oni tlie 
capture of so I'Ibh a prize. As it was never intended to I'etain 
puaaesaion of tlieir new conquests, the Admiral having carried off 
wery thing worth removal, sailed away on the 13th of December 
for Jamaica. 

On the 2Uth of September, three men-of-war of Admiral Vernon's 
fleet, under Captain Waterhouse, in the ** Louisa," found sixteen 
sail in harbour at La Guayi'a, which they captured. Captain Mus- 
ten, in the " Driike" sloop of war, sunk a Spanish guardacosta, uiul 
made a valuable prize. Captain Knowles, in the ** Diamond,'* took 
two S|»anish ships: Captains Peter Warren, Sir Velverton i'eytoii, 
and Dumareaque, also made some very valuable prizes, under 
teraiB of great ine<|uality. 

S. COMUODORK ITaDDOCK IN TIIK MF.niTKIlUANKAN. 

Commodore Haddock, who had been sent with a 8(|uadi*on of nino 
shipa of tlio line the pitwious year to winter at i'ort Mahon, in 
ordMr to influence the negotiations then in prt>gi'esrt, had now been 
ordered to oommenoe reprisals on the Spaniards. This spitcies of 
waKare, which indeed, m a national pouit of view, seriously allocted 
the public enemy, afftHSted the private trade more sensibly. It is 
remarked by many historians, that ^^ no squaditin had for many years 
befU HO Huccessful." The Commodoi*e*s ** Norfolk,** &(>, cruising on 
the SSrd of September between (Gibraltar and Cadiz, met with and 
captured the Spimish ship "San dost>f,** with a cargo estimated at 
liOpOOCV., and another Cai<aoas aliip belonging to the Ouipusuoa 
Cumpauy. 

4. RkMABKAULK KXI'LOIT OF A rUlVATUKU At CuitA. 

A remarkable exploit on huid by a Captain Hall, in the Knglish 
^vatMT ** Virginia Queen," deaervea mention in the annahi of this 
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war, from tho Rin^nlnrity of tho ovent, nnd for the resolution ond con- 
duct kIiowii hy tlie conunaixler. Knowing; well the coaKtA of Cuba 
and the hahitx of tho ptMtpIo, lie nhtnined under frivolous pretences an 
inti'rviow with the froveriior of the fort l)e la Plata. As soon as he 
fiiiind hiiiimdf alone with him he clapped a piHttd to his breast, charging 
him on pain of drnth to make no noise. Then securing the guard at 
tilt* ^ato, he si^rnallul to his men to land, and thus got his ship*s 
crow into tho fort. He tlien drove tho Spaniards out of it, and 
having thus got into Bi^eure posHt^sHion he reduced the ))lace, spiked 
the giioH, tlirew the powder into the well, and captured so much 
hooty that even the private saihirs averaged a share of a hundred 
poundH each. 

5. Sir John Norkis with a Flkkt in thh Bat of Biscat. 

The Court of VerHailles Hceing war inevitable, ordered a squadron 
of twelvt> large Hhips, uudi>r the command of the Marquis d*Antin, 
to proceed directly to tli(> WcHt IndieH, and there unite itself to the 
SpaniHJi ili>t>t, while another of like force was onlered at the same 
time to he fitted out at Toulon. The Spaniards availing thcmsclTei 
of these preparations publicly gave out that the 8f|Uiidron8 of the 
two kiu};(i(tmH were to rendezvouH at ('adiz, and tliut they would 
accompany an army under tho command of tlie Puke of Ormond, 
who waH then in Spain, to make a desiHMit u|>on Knglaiid. Sir John 
Norris waH accordingly sent to cruiiu! in the Bay of Biscay, with 
twrnty-one British Kliipa of the line to intercept this flt*et. Nothing 
howrver came of «>ither expedition, for the one never sailed, and the 
other nvvcr cleared the Channel, and no other service was effected 
hy any part of it except the capture of Ave prizes in the Bay 
of UodondcUo, by the ** Argyle,*' Captain Harrison. 

G. Admiiul Vkrnon taki-:s San Lorknzo. 

Admiral Vernon, that he might in somo measure retain the good 
opinioiiH he h:id gained in the year 1739, sailed from I^ort Royal 
on thi> ^Hih of I'Vhruary, with his fifct, for Carthagena. This city he 
proiMMMlcd to bomhard for three davH — a specicH of attack little cal- 
culated at any time to reduce a place, and which as a natural 
conHri|ucnce irritates and iuHults, rather than terrifies an enemy. 
In tlu* present inHtince it had little serious tfiect. Pauwing Porto 
Brllo, where he left the ** Windsor," Captahi Berkeley, and the 
*M J reenwich," Captain Wyn«lliam, to cruiHc, the next object of hii 
attaek wun the CaHtle of San IjoriMizo, situated at the entrance of the 
riv(>v Chagn'H, a few leagucH distant, before which he appeared on 
the 'j:trd of March. Captani Knowles of the ** Diamcmd,'* who wan 
an ollieer of an ini|uiring mind, bcHides being a gm)d naval offieeri 
and cHteemed particularly HkiltuI aa an en^^ineer, was appointed to 
pl:ic(> the btmih-ketcheH and fire-craft in such situations aa be thought 
most favourable f<ir an attack on the fort. The ** Strafford," GO, Cap- 
tain Trevor, now carried the Adiuirars flag, but having spnmg her 
fore-topnail-yard when going in to the attoi'k, she could not proceed 
before ten at nigliL Knowles, however, brought all his veaaela to 
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bear al>out three in the afternoon, and commenced his cannonade before 
the Admiral could come to his assistance, and with such efiect did he 
ply his fire that the flag of truce was displayed on the morning uf 
the 24th in token of submission. The Admiral proceeded to do as 
he had dune at Porto Bello, and having removed all ordnance and 
stores of value, together with 4300 bags of Peruvian bark, destroyed 
the fort and two guarda-costas that he found in the harbour. 

7. Commodore Anson sails on his Yotaoe round the World. 

Commodore Anson was appointed to command a squadron, con- 
sisting of five or six two-decked ships, having on board a body of 
land forces under Colonel Bland. It was intended to be sent to 
tlie EUtst Indies, on an expedition against the valuable Spanish settle- 
ment of Manilla in Lu9on, one of the Pliilippine Islands. This force 
(taking its success to be a matter of certainty) was to be there joined 
by a squadron of equal strength under Captain Cornwall, who was to 
proceed to the westward round Cape Horn, and on his way attack 
and destroy as far as possible all the Spanish settlements on the west- 
em coast of South America; and both were after their junction to 
attenupt any enterprise that their prudence and ability might suggest. 
Only one-half of this scheme, however, was carried out. 

Commodore Anson received his commission on the lOlh of January, 
bnt his original destination was changed, and ho was ordered to 
pursue the route and plan which had been intended for Captain 
Comwairs squadron. His departure was still further delayed, and 
even part of the armament abandoned in the most unaccountable 
manner ; but after various counter orders, three companies of 
marines consisting of 210 men were embarked, and these, with 
other troops, making altogether 470 men, under the command of 
Colonel Cracherode, and a naval force consisting of the " Cen- 
turion," 60, the "Severn," and the "Gloucester," 60 each, the 
** Pearl," 40, an old Indiaman called the *-* Wager," and a sloop 
carr}'ing eight guns called the " Trial," were f)Iaced under the com- 
mand of the Commodore, who sailed on the 18th of Se|)tember for 
Cape Horn an(^ the Pacific Ocean. He doubled the dangerous 
. Cape in March 1741, in which service he lost two of his ships. 
I He stayed about the coasts of America till 1742, and then pro- 
ceeding with the " Centurion " only (all his other ships having been 
successively lost), he got to China, met a Si)ani8h galleon at the 
Philippine Islands, captured her, and having sold her in China in 
1743, returned to Spithead on the 15th of June, 1744, having 
accomplished his celebrated voyage round the world. 

The Court of Spain no sooner heard of the destination of Anson's 
squadron, than it sent off Dtm Pizarro with a more formidable 
squadron to defeat his design ; bnt though he came up with Anson's 
rearmost ships near the Straits of Magellan, he could not weather the 
tempest through which Anson proceeded into the South Sea. One 
(^ the Spanish ships perished at sea, and another was wrecked on the 
eoMt of Brazil, while Pizarro arrived at Rio de la Plata with his 
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throe roniainiug ships in a shattered condition, having lost 1200 men 
in tho voyage. 

Intolligeiiue having hoen received that a strong squadron of 
SpuniHli Hhips were waiting at Forrol, Sir Juhn Norris with a squadron 
of tcMi Hlii|>8 again put to sea, and tlie young Duke of CuniberUnd 
embarked for the first time as a volunteer in the expedition, but 
after lying inactive all tlie summer this fleet returned to port. 

H. AUMIIUL SlU (.■IIALONKR OdLB AND GSNKRAL LoRD CaTIICART 
SAIL ON A CONJUNCT EXPEDITION. 

But tlio chief exortion made this year by (ireat Dritain, was tlie 
fitting out of a formidable armament for the northern coasts of Spa- 
iiiHh Ainericay and his Catholic Majesty's settlements on the Atlantic. 
For this purixiHe four battalions were raised in the British colonies of 
North America, and were conveyed to Jamaica to await the arrival 
of tho roHt of the armament from England. This consisted of a fleet 
of twenty-HOVon ships of the line, besides frigates and flre-sliins, 
bomb- ketches and tenders, hospital ships, store shi))s ladun with 
proviHion, ammunition, and every kind of warlike implements ; to 
which was added a military forctt, under the command of Lord Cath- 
cart, a nobleman of a))proved honour and great expcrienco in tlie art 
of war. Never was an armament more completolv e(|uip|)ed, and the 
whole fleet, consisting of about 120 sail, under Admiral Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, left Sjiithead in October. 

0. Death of the EMPEUoa Charli-^}, of the Czarina Anne, 

AND OF the KiNU OF PruHSIA. 

The year 1740 was fatal to many sovereigns, whoso deaths oeca- 
Hioiiod fnwh complications and fresh Wat's. On the 2l8t of October, 
died (.'harles VI., Em|>eror of (iermany, the last |>rince of tlie house 
of AuHtria ; he was succt'ed(>d in all his hereditary dominions by his 
only daughter, Maria Thert^sa, who in virtue of the Pragmatic 
Sanction which had been guaranteed by all the itowors of Europe, 
immediately assumed the title of (^ut^cn of Hungary. The Elector of 
Bavaria, neverthuluss, refuH(>d to acknowledge this Princess by the 
title, which he himself claimed, and was prepared to diHpute. The 
Emperor*H death was followed in a few days by that of the Czarina 
Anne, who left her crown to Ivan, the son of her niece, tho Prinocae 
Anne of Mecklenburg, a child of five years old, and the regency to the 
Duke of (>ourland, dispositions which were not long maintained, and 
which wei*e productive of much bhtodshed. But the greatest death in 
its military results was that of Frederick William, King of Prussia, 
who waH succeeded by his son Frederick 11., since called the Great, 
and one who was destined t4) give a new lustre to the annals of war. 
lit) was now in IiIh twenty-eighth year, and fimnd himself in iKMsesaion 
of an army of 7(i,0<M) of the bcHt disciplined troo|>s in Euro]>e, with 
artillery, magazhies, and every ap|M)intment of war in the highest 
eonilition. The chnracttT of the new monarch was uotut developed. 
The HiHhop and Chapter of Liege had ofTended him, and he sent at 
once a cori)s of troops against them and exacted from them An 
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iBdemnifieatioo of 00,000 dollars. The Bishop complained to the diet 
of Ratisbon, and this as its malt bronght a remonstrance from the 
Emperor that bjr no means pleased Frederick. No sooner, however, ' 
was he informed of Qiarles's death, than his anger and ambition 
were rouaed to action. He rsYired some antiquat^ claims to part 
of the proTinee of Silesia, and thought he eouM not better employ his 
aimjr amd the treasure he found in his Ikther's coffers, than by boldly 
taking poesesnon of the whole. He kept his plans secret till he 
was ready to move, so that when he quitted Berlin on the 15th 
of Deeember, very few knew where he was going. He now said 
to the Marquis de Beaur^, the French ambassador, in order that he > 
might infimn Cardinal Fleury, ** That he was going to play their 
tame;,'* and he added, '^ Si les aces me viennent, nous partagerons." 
He had to the last concealed his views from the Marquis de Botta, > 
the Hungarian envoy, who had been sent to penetrate his designs ; ' 
bat ms the King could now no longer do so, he explained himself 
to Bottay and sent his Grand Mar^al to Vienna to set forth his 
clainB and demands. On the 23rd of December he invaded Sileeias 
at the head of twenty battalions and thirty-six squadrons. 
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1. FRKDEKICK II. SEIZES SILESIA. — 2. THE QUEEN OP HVNGART 
APPEALS TO GREAT BRITAIN. — 3. MARSHAL NBIPPERO IN COMMAND 
OP HKR ARMY ENTERS SILESIA. — 4. THE KINO OP PRUSSIA ATTACKS 
BIM— BATTLE OF MOLWITZ. — 5. MARSHAL NBIPPERG ABANDONS 
8ILBSIA. — 6. THE FRENCH KINO DECLARES AGAINST AUSTRIA.— 7* 
MARSHAL MAILLEBOIS THREATENS HANOVER. — 8. THE ELECTOR OF 
BATA&IA IS CROWNED EMPEROR. — 9. KHKVENRU'lLER RETAKES 
U.*II, AND THE ELECTORATE IS RAVAGED. — 10. MARIA THERESA*^ 
PORTVNES IMPROVE. — 11. NAVAL WAR. — 12. BRITISH CONJUNCT 
BXPBDinON TO THE WEST INDIES. — 13. WAR BETWEEN RUSSIA AND 
IWBDIN. 

1. Frederick II. seizes Silesia. 

FMknrick entered Breslau, the capital city of the province of 
Sieaia, on the 1st of January. He compelled General Brown, who 
waa there with 3000 of the Queen of Hungary's troops, to retire into 
Moravia, and before the end of the month he made himself master 
of the whole province, except Glogau and Brieg, which he block- 
aded, and Neiase, the only fortress capable of maintaining a siege. 
Oae of his generals surprised the town and fortress of Jablonka on 
the confines of Hungary ; and the Prince of Anholt-Dessau took by 
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escalade Great Gloguu on tho Oder, and made General WallU and 
1000 men that were in garrison prisoners. 

2. The Queen of Hunoart appeals to Great Britain. 

On the first alarm, the Queen of Hungary appealed to the King of 
Great }3ritain for assistance. George II. knowing the weak- 
ness of her position, advised her to purchase peace with 80 
unscrupulous a neighbour, by sacrificing to him a part, or even the 
whole of the province ; but she indignantly rejected the proposal, 
and claimed as a matter of right tho succour stipulated by treaty 
when England guaranteed the Pragmatic Sanction. All that the King 
could do therefore was to collect some troops on his Hanoverian 
frontier, and apply to his English Parliament for a subsidy for the 
Queen. But Frederick was as active in bis diplomacy aa in the 
field ; he employed the treasure left him by his father in preparing 
a new army of 30,000 men, to join thoHe already in Silesia, and he 
won over the Electors of Saxony and Bavaria to his camp, while the 
Kings of Spain and Sardinia engaged to abet his pretensiims, and the 
King of France pi*omised a more o|>en aSHistance. Other states were 
e(|ually anxious to profit by this favourable opportunity of aggran- 
dizing themselves at the expense of an almost defenceless woman. 
Her hopes of assistance against the unjust pretensions of Prusaift 
were sadly and sorely disappointed : promises, indeed, poured in 
from every quarter, but not a single man was dispatched, nor a 
single florin remitted to her aid. 

3. Marshal Neippero in command of uer Armt enters Silbbla. 

Thus left to herself, the Queen disdained to make the smallest 
concession, but collecting a considerable force in Moravia, gave 
the command to Marshal Neipperg, whom she had recently liberated 
from prison, to which he had been consigned by the late Emperor, 
her father, for his share in the peace of Belgrade. Neipperg, in 
conse(iuence of the want of magazines, the bad state of the roads, 
and the severity of the weather, could not pass the mountains of 
Moravia and Upper Silesia before the latter end of March ; but in 
the mean time Frederick had rejoined his army, and after having 
taken Glogau by assault, and pressed on the preparations for the 
siege of Neisse, he was visiting the quarters of his troops near 
JUgemdorf in Upper Silesia, when he narrowly escaped being taken 
prisoner by some Austrian hussars. 

Marshal Neipperg at length crossed tho mountains and entered 
SileMJa at Hcrmannstadt, near the juncture of the Oder and the 
Ostrave, in the hope of surprising the Prussians, who were dispersed 
in tlifir canttinments, and to seize their heavy artillery deposited at 
Ohlau ; he left his tents at Neisse, and continuing his march, made 
himself master of Grotkau. He then dispatched General Lentulus to 
stop the passage of the Prussians over the Neisse at Sorge, where 
they had constructed a bridge, and during the evening of the Oib oi 
April he cantoned his troops at Molwitz and other villages in the 
vicinity of Brieg. 
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4. TiiK Kino oi' I'iuikmia attackh iiim — Hatti.k or Moi.wir/.. 

In tliiN Nitiintioii, with u fnlHo oonfultMioo in lh«* inililnry mipo- ! 
rifirily of hin tmopN tti (ho I'ruHNiaiiH, liolli in luinihrrH niul (liNri)iIiiir, I 



till* MiirMlial wuM HurprimMl hy \\w h\uU\v\\ npproni'Ii nf tin* Kin^'H 
anny, wliirli ndviniiMMl ufMin tlio AuHlriunM iit ti'ii o'clock on (he 
nmriiiiiK of the lOih of April. KroihTick, >vIio whh iil .lil^crndorf 
whfii tho AiiNti'innN onicrcil Sih>Hiii, intd Hpccihly nHmMnlihd hin 
trtNipH Hiid hiiHtciicd to\vnr<lM Stcinnu, InltMiiIinj^ to ihinh th(> N«'iHHo 
•t SorK(\ Ih'in^ piTvcntod hy tho (U>tiiciinioiit nn(h>r (icncrni li(«n- 
tuliiH, ho niuih« a forced uinivli, and cnmstMl at Mich(*Ian to tho Honth 
of M«>lwitx, with a view to occupy (irotkiin. I'^indinj; liial plnco in 
thn |MM«Hi*MNion of th«> AuNtrianH,and CDinpollod to riNk an onpip'oirnt 
fur tlio pivmu'vation of hia artiUory at Ohiau, lii> advanced nnd took 
up hin «|tiartoi>t at 1'o[{ih>11 and adjacent vilhip*N, a Hhort diHt^nico 
frnin Midwitx. 

Tho Kin^*H troopR conHiNtod of twenty -NovtMi hattnliouM, twenty- 
iihio R4|iiadroiiN, nnd thn>o of luHnarH iihuut iVt.OtN) nuMi and lio 
foniicMl hin army in or«hT of hiitthi heron* any enemy iipptMired, 
('Xli«iidin)( hia ri^ht wing towurdM the vilhi);(« of llerrendorf, and Iiim 
left to tho rivulet of jjauchwit/. ; hut IiIh diNpoHilioiiN were not 
akiirully made, for tho ciivalry of hiH riKht wing did not reach their 
diwtimMl poHititm, and the infantry wen* ho crowded timt ho wna 
ohlig<Ml to nMiiovo thnMt hattalioim tnit of hiH lii'Nt liiu*, with which ho 
fonnod a flank to nover Iuh right wing — an arrangtMiieiit not originally 
iiiti*nd«Ml, hut which evontually coiitriltiited inalerialiy to the rcNuit. 
Tho plain of Molwit/. waa nMichod hy noon, without the AunlriaiiH 
lipiiifC at nil a want of the PriiHsiaiiH* approach, (hough the villago 
waa ill their liaiidN. Neipperg HurpriHod, could iMt avail hiiimelf of 
the <*rnirN of Ida opponent, hut wan compelled («> form hin troopH in 
Imatn. «>xpomMl to the continual dincharge of the PruHxian artillery. 
T\w Aii**trinii cavalry on tho U>ft wing, galled hy thin ineoHHiint lire, 
dviiiaiidrd to hit \vi\ to tli<* charge, when the liravi* (ienenil Koeiner, 
nttackiiig tho right wing of tin* PruHHiaiin, dinperNed their cavalry, and 
rutting hia way through the iiilantry, penetrated even to the hiigungt* 
mmI |Nirk of lirtillory, which hin men hegnii to pillage. In (Ik* mean 
while, Schiilonhurg, who led tho PruHNian horm*, hmt Iuh life, and tho 
King had a Iioi'ho killed under him. Victory appeared to indiiio 
nln*iidv to tho Hide of tho AiiHiriaiiH, and at the eiitn*atieH of Marnhal 
Schworiii, who waa himself alno wounded, tlu* King retired I'rom tho 
fti'ld; niitl it in Haid, that carried along hy Iun living cavalry, he lied 
M far aa ()p|N>lii, and there took n*fiige in a wiiiilmill '. Neipperg 
piidi*avoun*d to M*i7.e the dociMve moment and put IiIh infantry in 
niiitiiin, hut all Ida etforta won* ineiVectiial ; the excellent diNciplino 
uf llio I'ruHNiaii foot wiin appan*iit in tluM their very tlrnt oanay. The 

* Thii ciiruniRtniirc oiniiioiicd the niuntir ivtnnrk, tluil in tliis Ixilllo 
Kmleiiik hud I'ovcred liiiimi'lf with ^Inry nnd willi Hour. On lliin (innsinii 
kr imle a hiiiiH* culled *' Tail (iiry,'* who ritnicd him h\\\\ li\e I'lnuliiili 
hilrN without I'ltoil or rcMiiig. lOvcr al^er the hatllc he wan rulird ** Molwi(#. 
(inry,** iiid kurvivcd to tho year 17<>(K 



1 



10 BATTLE or MOLWITZ. [a.D. 

Austrian troops were panic- struck by the regular and rapid fire of 
the Prussians, and refused to advance. Roemer having re-formed his 
cavalry, was repulsed by the Prince of Anhalt, who with the three 
Prussian battalions drawn from the first line replaced the disorder 
on the flank. Three times Roemer charged, and was three times 
driven back ; returning a fourth time he was killed, and his troc^ 
gave way. Animated with this advantage. Marshal Schwerin on the 
left wing advanced with his well-disciplined infantry against the 
Austrian right, where Neipperg (who had received several contusions 
in the conflict) in vain opposed him, and attempted to revive the 
courage of his troops : they however precipitately fled from the field of 
battle, and did not again rally till they had passed the town of Neisse. 
General Berchlingen tried to re-form them, but this attempt was in 
vain, disorder spread through the whole Austrian line, and this army, 
which appeared to be the forlorn hope of Maria Theresa, was 
already in headlong retreat. Frederick, accompanied by Maup«r>- 
tuis and a few hussars, continued his flight from Oppeln to Ldweo, 
where he thought himself secure of an asylum, but he found that 
place occupied by a party of Austrian hussars, who, on his arriying 
before the gate at midnight, sallied out and attacked the party; 
Maupertuis having ascended a tree to obtain a better view of what 
was going on, was taken prisoner ; while the monarch, returning 
towards Neisse, received there the news that his troops had gained a 
complete victory. 

The loss on the Prussian side in this battle did not exceed 2500 
men killed, while on that of the Austrians more than 3000 were 
killed, and 2000 taken prisoners, with nine pieces of cannon and four 
standards. The discipline of the Prussian infantry was admirable. 
These troops had been undervalued by Neipperg, who had thought 
them to be only soldiers for the parade of Potsdam and Berlin ; 
but Marshal Schwerin, who commanded them, had been formed in 
the school of Marlborough and Eugene, and had omitted nothing 
in his experience to make them good soldiers. Many faults, both 
in tactics and strategy, had however been committed, and Frederick, 
who was afterwards the historian of his own times, coolly confesses that 
it seemed as if he and Count Neipperg had been trying which should 
commit the greatest number of blunders ; but he adds that Molwitz 
was the school of the King of Prussia and his troops; for the Prince 
reflected profoundly upon all the faults and errors he had fallen into, 
that he might try to correct them for the future. His victory had 
indeed been dearly purchased. His kinsman, Frederick, Margrave of 
Brandenburg, and Lieut.-General Schutenburg, were killed in the 
engagement, and a great many generals and other officers. The 
consequences of this battle were as disastrous to the house of Austria, 
as they were advantageous to Frederick. The Austrians were humbled 
by the loss of this first conflict with veteran troops, against a newly- 
created army which they had despised ; while it Iiad stamped a 
new character on the Prussian infantry for steadiness under fire and 
discipline, and proved them to be superior even to men long prac- 
tically accustomed to war. The King learned also to appreciate the 
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■ adTsntage of improring his cavalrr, and to repair ihe errors which 
' he had committed from ignorance uf the due adrantase i>f ihi» arm. 
, In consequence of his success Frederick's camp at M^iwiiz liecame 

immediately the centre of negotiations, and his alliance was courted 

I 6. Marshal Neipperg abamk^ns Silesia. 

■ After the battle Frederick remained with his armv at Molwitz till 
. the 28th of April, but Neipperg recrossed the rirer Neisse and in- 
' trenched himself in itrder to wait fur reinforcements. Frtrderick 

then went into open trenches before the impitrtant tow-n of Hrieg. 
which, though brarelr defended bv Picc(.iIomini. was cumpelied to 
capitulate on the 4th of Mar. 

The Queen of U unitary, however, remained unsubdued : she 
could not submit to the humiliation of ^^ioldiDi; up one of lier richest 
and moat valuable provinces, and persisted in her refusal to make 

■ the smallest concession. She would only consent t>> purchase the 
' friendship of the King of Prussia by a sum of money, and by some 

sacrifices on the side of Fhuiden and the Rhine, which would not 

DOW have been accepted. 

Count Neipperg was soon obliged to abandon Silesia altogether, 
I and the King of Prussia left the army on the 12ih of November for 
• Berlin, while Marshal Schwerin remained to occupy Ui*}>er Silesia ; 

and detaehmenta under the command of Count Dessau were sent to 

■ reduce Glatz and NeiBse, which surrendered almost without opposition 
< in December. The Prussian army was then distributed in winter-quar. 

ters in Moravia, after having taken Ulmutz, the ea]>ital of that province. 

6. The French King declares against Austria. 

The rapid successes of the Prussians determined the King of 
France to disregard his guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction, and 
make common cause with Frederick, in order to carry nut the old 
GalUean policy of crushing the house of Austria. Accv*rding!y the 
Count de Belleisle, who had been watching proceedings at Frankfort, 
' where a diet had assembled to elect a new Emperor, was dispatched 
into Silesia, to conclude an alliance with the conqueror. 

Frederick was not without alarm at the report of the march of 
Danish and Hessian troops in the pay of England, and of demonstra- 
tions making in Saxony ; and seeing that he must gain some great ally 
or be quiet, he at length accepted the alliance offered by France, 
stipulating that it f^ould be kept secret until the French arms were 
readv to act in his favour. Louis XV. had already concluded the 
treaty of N^mphenburg with the Elector of Davnria, and engaged 
to assist that Prince with his whole power towards raising him to 
the Imperial throne; and now by the terms he had made with 
Prussia, he agn.'cd to divide the territories of Maria Theresa between 
France, Russia, and Poland. 

The Count dc Belleisle and his brother were aspiring to rise to power 
oo the already failing greatness of Cardinal Fleury. The lirst, after- 
wards the Marshal de BelleiBle, was a brilliant, showy man, of no 
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great depth ; the other had a short tareer r the French called one 
brotlier '' L'Imagination/' and the other ''Le bon Sens;" but their 
future did not justify these appellations. 

7. Marshal Maillebois threatens Hanover. 

The King of Great Britain, as Elector of Hanover, was alarmed 
at the success of the King of Prussia, in apprehension of his becoming 
too f(»rtuidable a neighbour ; and it is said that a scheme was pro- 
posed to Austria to attack that Princess Electoral dominions, and 
divide the conquest as reparation for the loss of Silesia* Neverthe- 
less the Parliament of Great Britain voted a subsidy to the Queoi 
of Hungary, and Hanoverian troops, with auxiliary Danes and 
Hessians, and a number of Bntish forces were ordered to march, and 
be prepared for embarkation. 

The French Court now hurried Marshal Maillebois across the 
Rhine with one array, and detached Marshals de Belleisle and de 
Broglie with another. Maillebois moved straight upon Hanover, 
where King George was at this time residing, assembling, reviewing, 
and drilling the troops he had subsidized. He learned with surprise 
the rapid approach of the French, and too weak to stop their march, 
and dreading the worst for his electoral dominions, he hastened to 
conclude one yearns neutrality for Hanover, stipulating, that as 
Elector he would not during that period offer any assistance what- 
ever to Maria Theresa, or give his vote in favour of her husband at 
the ensuing election for the Empire ; but he would not pledge him- 
self to vote for the Elector of Bavaria. 

8. The Elector op Bavaria is crowned Emperor. 

The Elector of Bavaria accepted from the King of France letters 
patent ci'eating him Lieut.-Genenil, and the Marshals Broglie and 
Belleisle were appointed to act under him. The design of the 
French Court was to raise this Prince to the Imperial dignity, and 
enable him to deprive the Queen of Hungary of her estates and 
power. The Marshal de Belleisle ran about Germany as the great 
negotiator ; now at Frankfort, now at Dresden,and now at the Prussian 
camp ; leaving his command to the direction of Count Saxe. The 
Elector's army being now joined by the French forces under Broglie, 
and having surprised the Imperial city of Passau upon the Danube, he 
entered Upper Austria with a force of 70,000 men, and took possesuoD 
of Linz, the capital, where he was inaugurated Duke of Austria. Be- 
fore he crossed the frontier he declared war against Maria Theresa, as 
Grand Duchess of Tuscany. Uudei*standmg, however, that the pir- 
rison of Vienna was numcnms, and that Count Palfy with 30,000 
Hungarians were in the neighbourhood of the capital, the Elector 
turned asdde, and entered Bohemia, which he expected to find an 
easy prey. He accordingly advanced to Prague and invested it. 

Through the intrigues of Belleisle the Polish King had acceded to 
the treaty of Nymphenburg, and sent forward a considerable body of 
Saxons under the command of Count Rutowski, natural son of the 
late King, to reinforce the Elector of Bavaria. This King, who 
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med no great capacity, was induced to join the coalition against 
i Theresa, by the prospect of adding Moravia to his dominions, 
kgue was defended by Ogilvie, an Irish exile, with only 3000 men. 
of the Hungarian levies, headed by Maria Theresa's husband 
rother, marched rapidly to the relief of the Bohemian capital, 
le Elector had in the night of the 25th of November escaladed 
lace, and Prague was taken. In the assault this dialogue is 
led to have taken place between Colonel Chevert, afterwards a 
guished officer, and a grenadier of the regiment of Beauce : 
»-tu cette sentinelle la devant ! ** " Qui, mon Colonel." ** EUe 
dire, qui va la ! ne r^ponds rien, mais avance." " Oui, mon 
el." ** Elle tirera sur toi, et tu manquera." ** Oui, mon 
el.'* ** Va r^gorger, je suis 1^ pour tc defendre." The grena- 
idvances, is challenged, kills the sentinel, and finds Chevert 
d him, within the ramparts of Prague. In the capture of 
own, which eost the French only fifty men, Maurice, Count of 
another natural son of the late King of Poland, and whom 
iiall frequently meet with in military history, distinguished 
^If at the head of the French forces. The Elect ^r of Bavaria 
crowned, in the month of December, King of Bohemia, at 
le, and then hurried off to Fi*aiikfort, where he was elected 
sror. Thus *Mhe bold Bavarian" attained 'Hhe summit of 
pian power," and never was the "vanity of human wishes" 
speedily made apparent than in the " luckless " sequel. 

9. Khevemhulleb retakes Linz, and the Electoratb 

is ravaqed. 

December, the Austrian Generals, Bemclau and Menzel, 
ted Count Thoring, who commanded 8000 men at the pass of 
•ding, and this opening the way into the Electorate of Bavaria, 
laid the whole country under contribution. Menzel, the cele- 
d partisan, was the soit of a Saxon barber, and was for a 
time the terror of Germany. Enterprising and cruel, he made 
'sions of some 200 leagues at a time, leaving devastation and 
ge behind him. Munich was taken, retaken, and abandoned, 
iavarian army was reduced from 20,000 men to 6000 by losses 
eaertion, and the French, under the nominal conmiand of Belle- 
mt who was always absent on the road from capital to capital, 
rithout orders, not knowing which way to move to assist their 
tunate ally. On the 26th Count KhevenhUller appeared before 

and invested it; 10.000 French were within it as garrison, 
• Count de Segur: the Grand Duke of Tuscany now joined 
enhUller, and the French not finding the place tenable, and 

besides reduced from lack of provisions to eat their horses, 
•d to capitulate. Thus this town, in which the Elector had so 

been crowned Archduke of Austria, was again in the hands of 
;neen of Hungary. 

10. Maria Therfsa*s Fortunes improve. 
England, the unprovoked aggression of the King of Prussia 
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had o\oi(o(l gi'uoral iii«ligiwtioii ; «iul tho wnmgH uf » ^'ouiifTi 1h«auUM| 
niul uiioHViuTing PriiUH^HM, rDUMtul tlio fooiiiipi of tho HritiHli iHMple, 
mid kindUHl a imtioiinl rnthuHiAMii. Tho iiuniiitt>r, iirgi^il hy the 
iinportunitioM of tho puhlio voioo, .violdiHl to tho tornnit; mid Uw 
ooiiouiToiioo of ParUuiiiciit in MiipiMU'tin^ tho Quo«>iiof lluiif^ary, and 
iiiaiiittuiiiii); tho lihortif«M and Imlanoo of |vo\vor in Kuro)H\ waa ovincv<l 
hv a HuhMidv of :)(H).(HN)/. llonoo tho Quron dooniod lioraidf iiiro uf 
tho aMiiHtunoo of Kn^land, and ontortnincd luuiKnini* hop«Hi that thv 
I oxaiu|>U« of that nntion wonhl ho foUowod by tho UnttiMl PruviiioM, 
I KuNHia, and otlior nowora of Kuro])o, 

Maria 'rhoit^iia had novor h«*on fornakon by lior own courage. 

I SooiiiiiiKly ahnndonod and dovotod to dontrnotion, «ho had n^tirrd 

I fi*oin Vioniia to TivKhnrg^ in wliioh town tlio inaKiint«*s and t\w other 

I ordoi'M of 1 1 iinpii y won> aHHinnhUul In diot. ( )ii tho 11 th of Soptonibor 

: hIio Kuininoiiod thoni to altond hor at tho raMth\ and thon, with lier 

infiiitt Hon in horarniH, nho nmdo a l*atiii Hpoocli lo hor Statt^ii^ oxpMHn- 

u\}l \\vv oonlidoiuM* in tho hiyalt yniid vah>nr of lior I Iniigarian auhjocta. 

j " Foi>iHkon by all»" »lio oxcluiinod, " wo 8ook ahoUor «nly in th« 

tidohty, tht> arniH, tho horoditary iMinrap^ of tho ivnowntMl llunKariau 

, HtatoH." Tho niaKiiatoN and all {u*OHont, aa ii aniinatod by «»iio hou), 

I dn>\v thoir wibroM half way fnun tho MoabltanlH, and oxolainiiHi, 

: ** Vitnin ot Man^uinoin {um Majtmtatt^ voNtrA. Morianinr pnt rt^ge 

; noMii*o Muriii Thort^Hti.'* Nor wan thi^ onthnmaam hollow or iran- 

I niont : tho ory for wnr ran^ thnni^h tho land ; ovory niagnato How 

to nniiH and riuHod IiIm vnHHaJH. SovovhI rioh and llouriNhing towna 

fnrniNhod trtHipH, nionoy to pay thoin, and ])rovii«ionH to mimtort thorn. 

I Tho llun>;ari»n iitdiility woro inNtnntly on liorHobaok, and old (*ount 

Pnlty inaiH*hod to tho relief of Vionna xvith :i(MHH) nion. Khovmi- 

I hiUIor had rniiMHl I2.(MM) ; Noipporg waM at tho lioatl of 2tMHH); tho 

I (inmd Duko, with IiIh bndhor, Prinoo rimrlon of Lorraino. who waa 

! tho HonI imd doli^htof tho AiiMtriun anny, ooinniamltHl nnolhor lar){0 

! body of tn)o|m. Trinoo hohkowii/, ikuiiit DorncInu, fount Traun, 

xvith innny othor bravo gonoral oflioorn, woiv oxorting thoninolvtvn to 

tho ntnioHt for bor Horvioo. In a country no {HHir, tlio Knglinh mib- 

' sidy of •U)0,(MK)/. wont a grtHit way, and oontribntod vory inatoriallv to 

' tho HuoooNM of tho war. \\y thiM Hupply tho t^uotMi wan ouabloil to 

i )my hor niniy, oiiH*t niagn/.inoH, iHunploto hor warliko pr(«iHUtitiuns» 

and put hor atrong plaoini in a ptmtniv of dofonce. 

I II. Naval Wau. 

Tho war botwoon (in^at Hrilain and S|tnin wan att^mdod with no 
HuoooHM or glory to oithor nation tliiH vihii*. In tho MotUtorramtiii 
twrlvo HhiiiHof war fnnn Toulon nuddonly ap|H«an«d on tho aido of tho 
SpuniunlH, Hiid although thoro waM %h yot no war with Kranoo, tho coni- 
inuudor doolartMl that ho had onh^m todofond tho SfuiniartU if attacktnL 
Adinii'Ml lladtlook aivordingiy rotinnl boforo them; for tho nnit«Hl 
HhipN of tin* two Hqiiadnum donbliMl hia own tb*et. In tho uumtli of 
•Inly, two of nadd(K«k'N nioii>of-war falling in with tbr«*o bolonging to 
I tho rrriioh, Taptaiii Itaniot, MnpfHiHing thoni to bo Simniah rt*ttiHt<«r 
HhipM ladon with treaHurt* from tho Woit iudii*H| llnnl a alu>t tooruig 
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iin to, which the Chevalier de Caylus, who ouiumaiided tlieiii, ro- 
ned with a broadside. A sharp engagement ensued, and after they 
d fought for two hours, the French commander, who had lost one 
his captains and a considerable number of men, determined to 
ise firing and come to an explanation, when he and Barnct parted 
fch mutual apologies. 

12. British conjunct Expedition to the West Indies. 

The fleet and armament destined for the West Indies under Sir 
aloner Ogle, consisting of about 170 sail (including a convoy of 
irohantmen), had been dispersed by a tempest in the Bay of Biscay. 
A Admiral nevertheless prosecuted his voyage to Dominica, a 
atral ishuid, where he proposed tu refit and take in wood and water. 
>re the intended expedition sustained a terrible shock in the loss 
their military commander. Lord Cathcart, who caught a dysentery 
d fever, of which he died. The command of the land forces then 
rolved upon Geheral Wentworth, an officer without experience, 
thority, or resolution. As the fleet sailed along the island of His- 
niola on its way to Jamaica, four large ships of war were discovered, 
d Commander Lord Augustus Fitzruy was detached with an equal 
mber of the squadron to give them chase. As they refused to 
ing to, the Commander saluted them with a broadside, and a 
lart engagement followed. After fighting fur the best part of the 
(ht, the enemy in the mornuig proved to be a part of the French 
aadron which had sailed from Europe under the command of the 
irquis d'Antin, with orders to assist the Spanish Admu*al, De 
mres. Both sides accordingly desisted, and apologized, war not 
▼ingyet been declared between the Coui'ts of London and Versailles. 
Sir Chaloner Ogle proceeded to Jamaica, where he joined Vice- 
faniral Vernon, who found himself at the head of the most for- 
iUble fleet and army that ever visited those seas, with full power 
aet at discretion. The conjoined squadron coiisisted of twenty- 
Be ships of the line, with frigates, fire-ships, and bomb-ketches, 
all i 15 ships, well manned, and plentifully supplied with all kinds of 
ovisioMs, stores, and necessaries. The number of seamen amounted 
15,000 ; the land forces did not fall short of 12,000. Had this ar- 
iment been ready at the proper time, and under the conduct of 
le officers, the Havannah and all the Isle of Cuba could have been 
inced, and Spain humbled to the most abject submission. Sir 
laluner arrived at Jamaica on the 9th of January, but Vernon did 
t sail on the uitended expedition until the end of the month, 
len, instead of directing his course to the Havannah, which he 
ght have reached in tliree days, he beat up against the wind to 
•paniola, to look after the French squadron, which had already 
turned to Europe, in great distress, for provisions. Vernon, dis- 
pointed, called a council of war, which, as usual, led to conflicting 
lemes, iealousies, and irreconcilable hatred; and it was here 
wived that, as Admiral d^ Torres had sailed for the Kavaimah, 
lihagena should be attacked ; but this pUoe was strongly fortified, 
d the garriaon, which was reinforced by the crews of some of the 
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ships, was commanded by Don Bias de Leso, an officer of experience 

and reputation. Tlie English Admiral lay here inactive until the 

0th of March, and then landed on the island of Tierra Bomba, near 

the mouth of the harbour called the Boca-chica. The British troopB 

erected a battery on the shore, and made a breach in one of the 

principal forts called St. Louis, having eighty-two guns in batteiy, 

I which defended the mouth of the harbour ; while the Admiral sent 

a number of ships to divide the fire of the other castles, St. Philip, 

St. lago, and the Chumba battery, and to co-operate with the army. 

Tlie breach being deemed practicable, the forces advanced to the 

attack, »nd the enemy abandoned their castles and batteries on the 

I 25th. The Spanish ships that lay athwart the harbour's mouth were 

I destroyed or taken ; the passage was opened, and the whole fleet en- 

i tered tiic port without further opposition. The troops and artillery, were 

I forthwith landed within a mile of Carthagena, all the Spanish outpoeta 

I retiring before them. The fort called Castillo Grande, which mounted 

I fifty-nine guns, had been abandoned without a blow ; but that of St. 

Lazar, the citadel of Carthagena, defended with 300 cannon mounted 

on the ramparts, remained still to be reduced. And now there was 

a pause. The Admiral seemed to think the General ought to take 

the town with his land forces, while the latter was of opinion that the 

oflioe should be pei*f<>rmed by the sailors. The two commanders had 

unfortunately contracted a hearty contempt for each other, each 

growing more eager for the disgrace of his rival than zealous for the 

honour of his country. 

The General comfdained that the fleet lay idle while his troops 
were harassed and diminished by hard duty and distemper. The 
Admiral affirmed he could not appi*oach the town near enough with 
his ships to batter it, but that Fort St. Lnzar might be taken by 
esenlade if the General had the resolution to attack it. Wentworth, 
Rtinmlated by these reproaches, resolved to make the attempt on 
this fort on the 9th of April. Twelve hundred men, headed by General 
Guise, and conducted by some Spanish deserters, or peasimts (sus- 
pected of being in the pay of the enemy whom they pretended to 
have It ft), marched boliily up to the fi*ont of the citadel; but the 
guides led them to the stnmgest part of the fortifications, and, what 
was worse, on trying the scaling ladders with which they were pro- 
vided, they were found too short. This occasioned a fatal delay. The 
ofheers were perplexed for want of orders : yet the soldicra sustained 
a severe fire for several hours with surprising courage and intre- 
pidity. At length, however, as morning broke, they were obliged to 
retreat, leaving Cohmel Grant, who commanded the grenadiei's, and 
GOO killed and wounded, on the spot. It was said that Vernon stood 
inactive on his quarter-deck all the while, and did not send in his 
boats ful y manned until the last m(micnt, when the tnnips were re- 
treating. In onler, however, to demonstrate his inability to take the 
place by sea, he sent in the '* Gallicia," one of the ca])tured Spanish 
ships, armed like a floating battery, to cannonade the town : she was 
mounted with sixteen guns on one side, manned by volunteers from 
diflV-rent ships, and commanded by Captain llore. This vessel stood 
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lliM Hnt of m«vi«rHl luittorii'H for hoiiim lumrH without iloiiifr or hum- 
tiiiiiui){ iiiucli (litiimKo. At loii){ili tiio Adiiiirai onlrrnl tlio inni lo 
li» bruu^lii oir, mill ilio nlii)) to Itn Hot on llro, lunl hiiiria'«Ml to drivu 
oil iilion*. It WAH Niiiil tlint though tlio watrr wun too nIihUow ulirro 
tli«* ** diiHiriii'* luy, it wmn iliutp niou^h a litllo fiirtlii*r (o tin* loft lo 
aUtioii four or ilvo of Iiin iar^imt HliipN ahrt'imt williiu |iihtol-nliot of 
iho wuriiM; mid that if lliiH Htop had Ixirii (akrii whi*ii tho Imid 

I fnrcfw atlucked Kort St. La/ur, tho town uionI \ikv\y would liavo 

I iiurrc«iidtfnt4l. 

Tho hitav V ntiiiH had now Hot hi, and diNtMiNo M|>i'i'nd witli Huch 
ilnmdful rapiditVi that in Ivnn (iian two dayN ono half of tin* tioopHon 

I khom wt^rii dt'ad or dyin^d or nnht for MorviiMi; it whn tln'i'i'foro w- 
wilvrd Ui ni-(iiiihark lhi« hirorH, and nail back to Jainitica. The* niiM- 

, curriaKti of thin iiX|Miditioii, whirli had vont an ininioiiHo huiii of inoiioy, 
WAM no MM>n(*r known in Kiit;land, than tho Kingdom wuh fillod wiiii 
iiiunnurri and diH(M>ntt«iilN. Tiio proplo wcro di*|in*HNi'd in |ii'o|»oi-(ion 
lu that mui){uiiio liopo liy whifli thoy had horn i«lovatrd. Al'tor 
qiUirrtdlinK for a wliilu at Juinaira, ViTiion and Woiitwonh, jii imr' 
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Muaiirtf of fiiiHh ordt'ni from homo, H(«t Hail with nino Hhiim of tlit* lim*, 
frigatifH, and traiiNiNirlH for tin* iNlaiid id' Cuba, and anclioriMl on tho 
IHih of July at tiio nouth-onnt part, in a bay railed Wallhonliam, on 
Mrhirh tiiu Admiral boNtowml tho iiamo (tf CuinbiTlaMd ilarbour. 
Thti tliiii nnny «>f rj,<NN) inon, wliicb had loft KiiKlaiid nmloi' Lord 
4 Athcart, waa now rrduood to ItOOO, but it had boi n iiKM'oaNod nomi- 
iiaily by l(MN) Jainaioa iifgrocn, who had bocii drillod and addod to 
iho fortHt. Tho troopH won* aKuin landod, and oiifampcd at tho din- 
lanro «>f twenty inilcH up tho rivor, but tho town cd' St. laKn waH 
dm*iiiiMl too Ntitiii^ for tlioiii to attiifk, and thoy rrinaiiKul totally 
itiartivn for inoiitliH. Thoy HubmHtcd all tluH tiiiio on dccayod and 
Nilt jiroviHloiiH, which diininiHhod thoir Miivn^ih ^roatly by Mii*k- 
iiiiWi mi that oil thn tSOlli of Novoinbor thi« troopN woit» a^aiii 
ro-ifnilmrktid, and ru'tMiiivoycd to Jamaioa. Tho Admiral boro tho 
griiat brunt of thin faihins but ho tiioui;iit iio liad by thoHo rxpori- 
iiiriitN eHtabliahod tliia ^onoral maxim, that no HJiipM fan iwrr lio 
bnHif(ht to liattor Htoiio wallN, uuIonn thry can bo placod within piNtol- 
kliot of thrill. Tho (joiioral, on birt part, abHcdiiti-ly rofuHiMl to maku 
ilio Btldinpt ■){niiiNt a plaro (b*foiidod by Mtroii); fortillcalioiiri and 
■ uumrnuiri f{arrim)n, and with twidvohhipHof tlio lino in tho liarboiir. 

\{\, WaII HKTWUKN RtlHHIA AND SWKIlKN. 

Th« Kin|{ of (Iroat Itritain liad (iroponod a Nulmidy and troaty to 
Swrdnli, AH oiiu of tlio ]ioworM undor tho Ha mo oiif^aKi'inont an Kuf^* 
Uiid with n*Npout to tho Pra^niatio Saiu'tion ; but tho (!oui't of Vor- 
MullfM had found moaim to on^aKo Swodm in a war with UuhNia, in 
uhlrr t(* pntvunt tln< C/arina from artniHiin^ lior niHtor Kmpi'i^HH. 
Tlioy kbiiiimI ovi^r (-ouiii tiyUoiibor^, rriino NliniHtor of Swoilon, and 
tiMfk iidvaiitaf(o of a diNpiito botwoon him and tho llritinh Minihtor, 
Mr. Ilurimbyi to blow a coal botwi^'ii tlio two powora. Tin* SwimIoh 
ilrrlnrt'd war aKHinnt HiiNHia on tho 1 2th of July, aHm>inblod a 
BuiiiiTiiiiM Army In Finlund, and tiquipiatd a aquaih'un of abipH, which, 
Vol.. II. V. 
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putting to sea, commenced hustilities by blocking np the RiUBii 
purtflfin Livonia. 

A body of 11,000 Swedes, commanded by General Wrangel,a4 
vanced against Wiilmanstrand, wht*re tliey were met by the Uussii 
General, Lacy, at the bead of 30,000 men, who attacked and di 
feated them. Count Ldwenhaupt, the commander of the main ami 
of the Swedes, resolved to take vengeance for this disgrace alter tl 
Russian troops bad retired into winter- quarters, and, accordingly, i 
December, he marched to Viborg; but he there received inidl 
gence of a revolution that had occurred at the Russian eooi 
which changed the aspect of affairs. The Princess Elizabeth, the sn 
viving daughter of Peter the Great, had been regarded with favot 
and consideration by the Russian grandees and generals, who wa 
dissatisfied at the mariner in which the late Czarina had settled U 
succession : accordingly, on the 6th of December, she put herself i 
the head of 1000 men, and secured the persons of the infant Czi 
and his mother. The Senate proclaimed her Empress of all tl 
Ruseias, and she was also recognized by the army in Finland. 
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FRENCH ARMY SHUT UP IN PRAGUE.— 6. MARSHAL MAILLEBOII Al 
VANCES TO THEIR RELIEF. — 7> MARSHAL BELLBI8LE ESCAPES FRC 
PRAGUE.— 8. PRAGUE SURRENDERED BY M. CHEVEBT. — 9. GRKi 
BRITAIN SENDS AN ARMY TO FLANDP.RS — 10. THE CZARINA SUE. 
BETH EXILES MARSHAL M0NN1CH — HIS MILITARY CHARACTER. — I 
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WAR. — 14. BRITISH CONJUNCT EXPEDITION IN SOUTH AMERICA. — 1 
GEORGIA INVADED BY THE SPANIARDS. 

1. Count KHEVBNHCfLLBR enters Munich. 

While Charles VI 1. was indulging in the honours of his oe 
dignity, and receiving the Imperial crown at Frankfort, he had bee 
despoiled of all his hereditary dominions. They carried before him i 
his coronation the globe of sovereignty, as the heir of the Cnsai 
and of the empire of the world, at a moment when he had ceased 
possess in his own territory so much as a house in which to hide h 
head. Not only was Bavaria overrun by the Austrian detaclimen 
under Khevenhttller,and by the numerous partisansand irregularsthi 
swarmed round his army, but the Palatinate was also laid undar eoi 
tribution, and the natives of the adjoining T vrol, in this most ardooi 
crisis of their Queen*s affairs, burst from their mountains and ravage 
thesouthem parts of the Electorate, while Count KhevenhUiler entere 
its capital, on the 12th of Febmary— the very same day on which tl 
unfortunate Elector had reeeived the Imperial dignity, and FhuH 
was rejoidng in having achieved one of her greatest objects; tl 
wresting of this long-posssMsd dignity from the house ol Austria. 
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2. PkINCK CiIAKLKM OV LoUIUINK (UIMMANUS an AUSTIIIAN AllMV. ! 

Till* Q.iit'tMi of lliin^n^ry had iiMw^nihldtl in tho h<«)(iniiiii)( of IIh* yvnr i 
two cMiiiNii|i>mlilo nrinit'N in Mornviii nnil Mulirnuit, tlio om* tnnloi* i 
Priuou litihkftwitifi, to ilt«f(>iitl tlio foiMnor prtiviuot*, nml tlm otluT 
eoaiiiiaiiiliHl hy IVinoo (1iHi>i(>H of l«4iri>ain<\ iirr l)nitlirr*in-lHw. 
Thin yiuiiiK l*rinrii puiuirMHril um nnirli liriiv(«ry itmi nrtivity an Kro- 
doriokt aiiti huti (•(|uaII}' with him tiir tiilont of inH)iiriiiK atiiiohinrnt 
ami ottiiHthMiiMi in Iiih ItHtopN. Indopil, iir wmn n'^^nrihul hy thi* niili- 
tary jud^iHi uf tiiiH t(» ho tlio hoitoi* (ii>noral id thti two, rrmlo- 
riciE,alannodat thowt pro|tarntitinN autl tho |ii*o|{i*t>HN of tiio AuNtrianM 
ill lUvaria, nbniptly hmki* off tho (Mnivontlon id' Ohrr SohmdltMnhirf, 
Mil roconimoni^od ii»htiliti<*it. 

In MaiHdi, C-miut iStixt*, witli Honio Krt*nrh and Havarian troofm. had 
rrductnl KKra, niui on tiio \iH\\ of April iii(« AuHtriana hiid honn ohliKcil ' 
tnrittiro hfftM'o then) nod ovaonato DavNi'ia. Khovi'uiiUlli'r t(Hik poHt 
in ibtf npighbonrhiMid of PaHHjui. In May a body tif I'ViMirh and 
lUvariMi mdtliiii'H rodunod tho C'aM(h« of lIoilkrrnhi'rK, on the Dnnnhc, ' 
with » viow ti> (ako poMMoiwion of thi« hrid^o on that riv(«r. Tho 
AuHtriaii f^arriHon maiTJuul out and |{avo thoni hattU«, and aftor a 
■tfvoro Action woro drfoatod. 

3. TlIK KiNU OP PUIIKHIA IGNaUINTKKM II I M — HaTTLK Of (-/.AMLAW. 

In tho miiiNt of thimo ovontM, tho Kiu^ of I'ruHHia hooanio appndion- 
■ivp that tiio t^ti(*i«n of llnii)(Hry woiihl afcain torn hfi* arniH to n^oovor 
Sik'Nia. IIu thoroforti diHpaiohod Marshal Soliworin to M<<ixi* (MinutK 
and lay Miof{<i to (jiatx, wiiioh Hni'iH>nd('ii'd aftor a doitponiio rn- 
■wtanotf on tho Utli of Jannary. Sihui alhT thiH itvont, tho Kin^c ro- 
joinrd hia anny, and ondravonn^d to drivo tlio AuHiriiiiiH from tlii'ir 
advanta^QoiiM poaition in tho Honthorn partaitf Holu«inia, wliioh wonid 
havo dt*iivi»iHMi tho Ki'onoh ti*oopH in tho iioiKhhonrluN)d, and chockoil 
|Im> pniftrom of KhovonhUllor in Davaria. Tin* Kin^f advanood to 
Inlaii, on tho fmntiorH of Hohoinia, and, oronpyiii); tho haiiKM id' tho 
Taya, niado irruptioiiH into Upper AiiHtria, Iiih iniMHam Hpn«adin>( 
tvrrur ovun tt> tho unU^n of Vionna. Tho AuMtrianii drew from 
Ihvaria a rorpH of 10,(M)0 inon to oovi'r tho rapital, whiUt iM'inoo 
('hnrlrH of Lurraino, at tho hoad of AO,(NIO iiion, thri«atonod tlio 
I'nuwian inaKaxiuoa in Uppor Sdoaia, and hy thia iiiov(*inont coin. 
p9\\m\ Fmloriok to dotaoh a ootiNiderithlo foivo for thoir )ir(itootion, 
and til oviicniat4i Moravia, wliioh ho had invadod. hro{<lio, who ooin- 
nuuided tho Fri'iioh forooa in that ooniitry, looNt now havo lallon a 
■leriHei*, had not tho ovor^aotivtt KiiiK of PniHNia hnniKht up M'J.tHN) 
■rn, whioh, uiidor tho i'rinco of AidialthfHNaw, (•nt<Tiii|{ Ihdioinia, 
emu np with l*niico ('haHoa at (V/nHhtu, alnuit thirty«tlvo mih'M 
finmi I'ragtio, brfuro ho oonid form a Juni'tioii with Prinno liohko- 
vita. Upon thia unaiiud what ia known in hintory an tho hattlo of 
daalau. 

Thn I'riiMaianN woro |NmtiMl with thoir riffht win){ n|M>n tho liaku 
if Ciirkviti, whila tlioir Utft oxUmdml Ui tho park of S(diowit», whioh 
«u viicUMud with A walk Tho AiiMtriaiiM, by a forood nuindi, had 
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gained the yillage of Czaslaa on the 16th of May, and at eight 
in the morning of the 17th they advanced in four colnmna t 
the Prossians, who were scarcely formed before the cai 
began. The numbers in Uie two armies were nearly equal, 
action was warmly contested on both sides. The Austrian i 
retrieved the disgrace they had incurred the preceding yea 
battle of Molwitz. They even obtained at first a manifest adi 
and penetrated as far as the Prussian baggage. -The battl 
four hours. The Austrians fought bravely, the Prussians desp 
but though the former did not belie their former exertions, t 
the decisive moment in their eagerness fur plunder, for whi 
neglected every other consideration. The Prussian infantry 1 
opportunity when the Austrian troops were scattered to rally. '. 
tie accordingly was renewed, and owing to the activity of the K 
the improved manoeuvres of his cavalry-, the victory was, after f 
nate contest, snatched out of the hands of the Austrians, wi 
obliged to retire ; but they retreated in good order, carryin 
fourteen standards, two pairs of colours, and 1 000 prisoners. Tt 
sians remained masters of the field, with eighteen cannon, two 
colours, and 1200 prisoners; but they indeed paid dearly 
honour, for it was computed that their loss was equal to that 
enemy, which amounted to 7000 men on either side ; while the I 
cavalry under Field- Marshal Buddenbrock was Nearly ruinei 
said, that in the beginning of the action the King rode off f 
field again when he saw the progress made by the Austriai 
he was recalled by a message from Count Schwerin assuj 
Majesty that there was no danger of defeat. Before he qui 
field as conqueror, however, he dbpatched M. Borch with this 
epistle to Uie King of France: *^ Prince Charles of Lorn 
attacked me, and I have beaten him.'' He sent a similar dis] 
the Emperor by Baron Schmettau, who was so overjoyed n 
news, that he made the Baron a Count of the empire upon tl 

4. Peace op Breslau. 

Although in this battle the victory was, without doubt, on 
of Uie Prussians, yet the immediate consequences were highly 
able to the Queen of Hungary. The King was disappointe 
expected advantages, and conceived a disgust to the war. 
lowered his demands and made overtures of accommodation 
on the 11 th of June, resulted in a treaty of peace between 
crowns, which was signed at Breslau under the mediation 
British Ambassador. The Queen ceded to his Prussian Maj 
Upper and Lower Silesia, with the county of Glatz, in Bohemi 
German wits revenged themselves on Frederick when his n 
appeared with the King's image and superscription on one s: 
« Bin Reichs Thaler" on the other. *< Right,'* said they, ** tl 
of Prussia has indeed stolen a kingdom." The preliminaries < 
were formed into a definite treaty, which was signed on the 
July; and the King of Poland, who was included in the treaty 
to withdraw hia troops from the French army. 



1742.] A VRENOn ABMT SHUT UP IN FBA.OUE. 21 

6. A French Army shut up in Prague. 

But before the signature of thoHo prcliniinarios, Piince Lobkowitz, 
who was stationed at Budwcis with 10,000 infii, made an attack on 
Frauenberg. Broglie and Bolloisle advanced from Pisock to rcliove 
the town, and a combat took place at Saliay, in which the AuRtrians 
were repulsed witli the loss of 600 men and six guns. MarHhuI 
Droglie, ehited with this advantage and relying on the immediato 
junction of the King of PrusHia, remaintid at Frauenberg in perfect 
teeurity; but his expectations were disappointed. Frederick had 
already commenced his negotiations, so that Prince Charles of Lor. 
nine was enabled to turn his forces against the French. Joined by 
Lobkowitz, he attacked Broglie, and compelled him to quit Fraucn- 
bei^ with such precipitation, that his baggage fell into the hands of 
the light troops, and the French retreated towards Branau, harassed 
by tlie CriMts and other irregulars of the Imperial army. Tho gar- 
riiOD of Piaeck refusing to surrender to an Imperial detachment under 
Nadasti, a body of Croats swam across the river with their sabres in 
their mouths, and climbing on each other's shoulders scaled tho wails, 
and made the garrison prisoners of war. AfttT the defection of tho 
King of Prussia, the Prussian troops were recalled from the war, and 
the French in consequence found themselves with a force of about 
30,000 men isolated in the midst of Bohemia. MarHhal Broglie was 
now pursued from Branau to Prague, whore he found Marshal 
Belleble returned from an unsuccessful journey to Dresden, whither 
be had pouted to prevent the poace of Breslau. Aft«T several con- 
•altations the two Marslials called in their posts, and secured th(>ir 
army in a kind of peninsular meadow formed by the windings of tho 
Holdau, the front of which they fortified with a strong line of in* 
trenchments; while Prince Cliarles, now united to Lobkowitz, with 
an army amounting to 70,000 men blockaded them on every side. 
Thus the forces, which at tho commencement of hostilities had 
threatened the extinction of the house of Austria, w<>re now shut up 
within the walls of Prague. Another body of 10.000 French, under 
the Duke d'Harcourt, were kept in check on the banks of the Danube 
by the superior skill and activity of KhevenhUller, while MarHJial de 
Maillebois had an army of 60,000 men in WeHtphalia and Lower 
Saxony without an enemy before them. Marshal BelleiHic, who had 
de^Hsed the efforts of the Austrians, and deemed himself secure of 
in honourable retreat, now became alarmed at the distress to which 
! hit forces were reduced, and offered to evacuate Prague, and quit 
1 the territories of tho Queen of Hungary on tho conditicm of retaining 
his arms, artillery, and baggage. Hut all overtures wero disdainfully 
rejected by Maria Theresa, and Prague was invested on all sides 
ibout the end of July. The operations of the siege were carried on 
m an awkward and slovenly manner, nevertheless the place was so 
effectually bl<Kskadcd, that famine appeared likely to compel tho 
French to surrender at discretion ; but their Government strained 
•very nerve to extricate their armies from this perilous situation and 
to retrieve their affairs. 
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G. Marshal Maillkbois adtancgs to their Relief. 

MarHhal Maillebnis had therefore orders to march to the relief of 
rmi;uc at tlie head of all his forces, a distance of (iOO iiiilea, throagh 
a cttuntry full of defiles, and overrun by the troops of tlie enemy. 
Tliis bold plan was executed with equal promptitude and roaolutiou. 
Secure of the neutrality of the Dutch, and aware that England with- 
out their concurrence offered no serious danger, a corps waa colleeted 
in Flanders to watch their movements, whilo Maillebois advanced 
hy rapid marches, and arrived on the 14th of September at Ambcrv 
in the Upper Palatmate. Here he was joined by 30,000 French ana 
I niperialists from Bavaria,under Count Suxe and Marshal Seckendorf. 
The latter general had been in the Austrian service; but had quitted 
it and entered that of the new Emperor, who appointed him Com- 
mnnder-in-Chief in Bavaria. Maillebois' whole ftircc now amounted 
to 00,00<) men, so that after detaching Seckendorf to secure Bavaria, 
he continued his march to E^^ra, where he received intelligence that 
Broglie with 12,000 men had quitted Prague, and had advanced to 
the neighbourhood of Leitmeritz. The Prince of L4)rraine having 
turned the siege of Prague into a blockade, tho care of which he 
committed to General FcMtetiez, with 18,000 men, advanced wiih his 
main htnly to opi)osc Marshal Maillebois, who had crossed the fhin- 
tiers of Bohemia on tho 25th of September. The Prince was joined 
by Count Khevenhliller at llayd, but they could not bring the French 
Commander to action. It is now known that tlie Cardinal Minister 
of France, occupied at the time with negotiations witli Austria, had 
written to MarMlial Maillebois not to press matters in the field. In 
October, the French to the number of 12,000 foi^ced their way out of 
Prague, Festetiez being too weak to op{H)se them, so tliat a junction 
with Maillelxiis appeareil by no means improbable. But Prince 
Charles by taking possession of the passe»in the interposing moun- 
tains utterly defeated this scheme. Tho Prince of L<»rraine now 
sent Prince Lobkowitz to watch the movements of Marshals da 
Belleisle and Broglie, while he himself harassed the triNqisof Maille* 
bois, who, reduced and debilitated by their long march, and inca|tahla 
of forcing the defiles, wen^ compelled to quit an exhausted Cf»untry 
and fall back into the Uppor Palatinate. Broglie on his arrival at 
Ki;ra was surprised at not finding .Maillebius there, and harassed <ni 
his man*h by Prince Lfobkowit/. was constrained to lead his troops 
back to Prague, where Lobkowitz resumed the bhx'kado with 10,000 
men noon after. The eyes of all Euiiqte were now turned to the 
French anny under two marshals of France shut up in this city. 
All prospect of n*lief ap|>eared to be cut off, and famine. accom|>anied 
by its melancholy attendant disease, soon made cruel havoc amongst 
the French triiopa. The intrepid spirit of IVlleisle, however, which 
bore him up amid all these mi>f()rtunes, connnnnicated itself to iMith 
his ofhcers and men, and few days |tas8ed without snllies, in which 
the FriMteh gt^nerally gained the advantage. Marshal de Broglie, 
moi>(M)ver, ctmtrivcd to make his esca|)e in the habit of a cmirier, and 
reached in safety the army of Marshal Maillebois, who he found 
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had been recalled, and that he had been himself nominated to the 
command of the French forces in the Upper Palatinate. 

7. Mabshal Belleisle escapes prom Prague. 

Prince Lobkowitz, in consequence of the severity of the weather, and • 
the exhausted state of tlie adjacent country, had taken up his quarters 
bejood the Moldau, at the distance of twenty miles from the city, 
and left only a detachment of hussars to observe the garrison. 
Marwhal de Belleisle, availing himself of this circumstance, con- 
trived to deceive the inhabitants of the town, and forming the 
11,000 foot and 3000 horse of the garrison into a single column, with 
thirty pieces of cannon and provisions for twelve days, he suddenly 
departed oat of the city on the night of the i6ch of December, 
leaving his sick and wounded with a guard in the citadel. Not« 
withstanding the difficulties he must have encountered at this season 
of the year, for the gnmnd was covered with snow, and the cold 
intense, and notwithstanding his own condition, fur he was tortured 
with the hip gout and obliged to be carried in a litter, Belleisle 
Bade Boch dispositions, that his pursuers could never make an 
impression on the body of his troops. With so much judgment had 
be |ilanned his route, that although the Austrians occupied all the 
paases on the two principal routes that led to Egra, and had broken 
down all the bridges, he had so completely kept his design secret, that he I 
wasenabled to continue his progress through broken and unfrequented j 
roads which he purposely chose, and over frozen marshes never before 
trod by the foot of man. Thus after a fatiguing march of ten days, 
durini; which he lost 800 men in the snow, and had left hundreds 
through weariness and hunger to the mercies of the Austrian irregu- 
lan,at length, on the 29th of December, he reached Egi'a, which still 
lemained in the hands of the French. From thence he proceeded 
to Alsace without the loss of a single man by the hands of the enemy, 
with the satisfaction of preserving the flower of the French army, 
and of saving every cannon of the King his master, not leaving 
a un^e trophy t<i grace the triumph of his enemies. Yet when he 
presented himself at Versailles he met with, a very cold reception, 
because he was said to have acted without orders. This famous 
retreat has ever since been considered as a masterpiece in war, and the 
Freneh are fond of re^ai'ding it as ouly equalled by that of the 10,000 
Gfeeks. Marshal Belleisle had not pi*eviou8ly accomplisiied any great 
aetiMi, yet he already passed for a man quite equal to the conduct of 
butli civil and military affairs. At the same time that he was brave, 
be was polite and insinuating; fertile in expedients, and rapid in 
execution ; but the powers of his body were not equal to those of his 
mind. A great talker, with all a soldier's frankness, he was seen 
through at once : not eloquent, still he had the gift of persuasion by 
appearing to be himself persuaded. Even in extreme age he retained 
iO the fire and activity of youth. He had served with distinction 
in the campaign of 1736: later he was made Minister of War, 
and escereifled his talents with great benefit to his country till his 
dwth. 
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8. Prague surrendered bt M. Chevert. 

The remainder of the French troops, mostly invalids, amounting to 
6000 men, which Belleisle had left in Prague, seemed an easy prey, 
and Prince Lobkowitz insisted on their unconditional surrender ; bat 
their gallant commander Chevert rejected such an humiliating 
condition, and threatened to fire the city and bury himself in the 
ruins if he had not the honours of war, which were at length con- 
ceded, when he marched out with all his garrison and joined the army 
at Egra. 

The Queen of Hungary was unable to conceal from those around htac 
her inveterate hatred to the French, and the extreme agony of her 
mind on their escape from Prague. She did not, however, display 
her disappointment in public, but celebrated the subsequent surrender 
of Prague by magnificent entertainments. She was shortly aftor 
crowned there Queen of Bohemia, and it is the testimony of her great 
rival Frederick, that it was rather her own personal firmness than 
the force of her arms which had recovered it. Prince Charles of 
Lorraine pursued the French army out of Germany, and thought to 
carry the war into their own territories. Egra surrendered to hum, 
and the poor Emperor, deserted by his allies, obtained through the 
Queen of Hungary the favour to be left alone to pass the rest of hu 
miserable days at Frankfort. 

9. Great Britain sends an Armt to Flanders. 

The Electorate of Hanover being now secure from danger, the King 
of Great Britain turned his attention to his ally. Queen Maria 
Theresa. His new ministry under Pulteney and Carteret obtained 
for her a subsidy of half a million, and five millions were voted by 
the British Parliament for the prosecution of the war. Walpole's 
imputed backwardness in this was the cause of a resolution of vn^xre 
vigorous measures, and 16,000 troops were ordered to be embariied 
for the Continent ; 6000 auxiliary Hessians were sent to join them in 
the Netherlands, and the veteran Earl of Stair was destined to the 
command of this army with the rank of Field -Marshal. In Flandcara 
a body of Austrians was also collected at Ghent; but the Ihitehj 
though bound by the same engagements as the other allies to support 
the Pragmatic Sanction, could not be prevailed upon to stir by 
Carteret's eloquence and Stair's remonstrances : and after some delay, 
the season was considered too far advanced for action, so that while 
the English and Hessians remained in Flanders, the Austrians retired 
to Luxemburg, and the Hanoverians marched into the territory ol 
Liege, without paying any regard to the bishop's protestations, 

10. The Czarina Euzabeth exiles Marshal Munnich — his 

MILITARY Character. 

The revolution in Russia which placed the Czarina Elizabeth oo 
the throne, scattered the foreign generals serving in the Russian 
armies. Three distinguished men, Keith, Lacy, and Ldwendahl, 
who were in the army of the Czar, had the good fortune to eacape. 
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The fint entored tho Hervico of tho Kiiif; of PruHHiu, and becuine 
file of his celebrated HeuteiiaiitH. The itocoiid retired to AuHtria, 
aiid tho laHt ontorod the French arniieH, and served with them 
under Count do Snxo with the f^reatent diHtinction ; but Marabnl 
Mttniiich, who had mixed hiiiiHelf up in the court iiitrigueH, whh 
tent into oxile in Siberia. Jle waH a gentleninn of ancient family, 
originally of Olden burf^, and was born in UHVA. II in father waH 
in tho service of Denmark, but placed hin Hon in tliat of IleHHC, 
in tlie year 1700, aH Captain of infantry, lie Herved in the 
War of tho Succewion with great diHtinction; and at tho battle 
of Mftlplaquet, I'rinco Kuf^ene noticed Iiim on account of IiIh 
brarery and talon ta. On the Held of Denain he wan left for dead ; 
and was taken prinoner and sont to (Jambray, where he becnmo 
intimately acquainted with Fenelon, the celebrated prelate of that 
city : here he remained until the peace of 1713, when he entered the 
■erviee of Kuig AugUHtuH II., of Poland, who gave him the command 
of his guardH, and the rank of Major- (ieneral. Not agreeing, how- 
ever, with Count Fleming, he rcHigned IiIh appointment, and entered 
the KiiSHian army by the recommendation of I'rince Dolgoruki. 
MUnnieh himiu gained tho favour of Feter the (jreat, by Iuh knowledge 
td fortification ; and to him was entruHUid the improvement of the bad 
■ysteni on which the famouH canal of Ladoga had been commenced, 
which by hirt Hkill was completed. During the reiguH of Catharine 
and I'cter II. he waH much croHHod by xMenHchikofT, but maintained 
bis high reputation in the service. Submsquently he and Diren, tho 
paramour of the Czarina Anne, cont^^nded for power, and taking the 
part of tho Duchens of HruuHwick, Miinnich waH enabled to diHpatcli 
bis enemy to Siberia, it in related that the two rivalH pnHHcd each 
other at Casan, the one going, the oiIkt returning from exile, and an 
they piiHHud bowed, and pasHcd on different wayn. Miinnich paHH<;d 
twenty years at Felini, in Siberia, but wan releaHed on the death of the 
Czarina Klizabeth, in 17b'4, when he waH eighty-two y(>arH of age. Birtai 
also still survived. The new Czar, Feter 1 1 1., who had rentored him 
to liM honours and his property, winhed alHo to reconcile him and 
Bircn. When these two old men of a former uge reappeared at court, 
the Czar called for three glassi'S of wine, of which he took one hims<plf, 
and gave one to Miinnich and another to liiren. Something having 
suddenly called away Feter, ho drank off his glaMH to them and quitted 
tlie apartment. The rivalH were left each with his glaHH in his hand, 
with their hwks fixed to the Hpot on which the (*zar had stood. 
They then raised their eyes to each other, each one set down his 
glasis turned his back, and they separatt'd. 

MUnnieh was one of the strongcHt {KiHHible contrasts of good and 
bad. Of |Mdished yet gross nninnera, hot-tempered and curt, he 
could show a man kindness, and an instant afterwards hate and per- 
secute him. S^imetimes he was moHt generous, at others nioHt 
avaricious. Pride was his ruling vice ; he would sacrifice every one 
to liiH ambition ; yet fond of self he was most accesHible to fiattery, 
and would embrace thoso that gave it him. 1 le was considered a man 
of a very high soul, yet had been guilty of many paltry acts. Ono of 
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tlie greatest generals of his as^e, yet his military enterprises were often 
rash, thoui^h he succeeded in all he underUMik, and no fatigue could 
subdue hiiu. He was totally unfitted for the Cabinet, but he neglected 
uo intrigue to enter it, and succeeded to his great misfortune. His 
tein{)er was so violent, that it was only necenfiary in order to thwart 
him to put him in a passion, when any secret could be wormed out of 
him. In person he was of a tall and im|K>sing figure, and of a robust 
and vigorous constitution. When he was recailetl from Siberia he 
appeared before the Emperor in the sheep-skin dress he had worn 
during his exile, of which he professed to be proud, but he was nerer 
employed again, and died lilth of October, 1767* His rival. Cooot 
Lacy, became now the principal Marshal in the Hussian senriee. 

11. War BETWBB.N Russia and Sweden. 

The revolution at St. Petersburg did not put an end to the war 
with Sweden, but the two powers had agreed to an armistice of three 
months, during which the Czarina augmented her forces in Finland. 
The Swedes, encouraged by the intrigues (if France, refused to listen 
to any terms of accommodation, unless Carelia and the other con- 
quests of the Czar Peter shuuld be restored. The truce having 
expired. General Lacy reduced Frederickshamn, and obliged the 
Swedish army under Count Ldwenhaupt to retire before him from 
one place to another, until at length they were quite surrounded 
near Helsingfors. In this emergency the Swedish General submitted 
to a capitulation, by which his infantry was transported by sea to 
Sweden ; his cavalry marched by land to Abo, and his artillerr and 
i mairazines remained in the hands of the Russians. These events so 
I unfortunate to Sweden roused the indignation of the people, and 
j they were only appeased by the sacrifice of Generals Ldwenhaupt 
and Buddenbrog, who were tried by court-martial, found guilty, and 
I conde nned to death ; which sentence was confirmed on an appeal to 
I the Diet. 

12. War in Italt. 

As the Queen of Spain had suddenly obtained Naples and Sicily 

j for her son, Don Carlos, she sought now to obtain another sovereignty 

south of t'.ie Alps for her younger son, Don Philip. While France 

was pouring her forces into Gennany, and in conjunction with Prussia 

was disponing of the Imperial crown in favour of the Elector of 

Bavaria, King Philip hoi>ed for rapid and complete success, because 

the Queen of Hungary was reduced to withdraw her troops from the 

Milanese to defend her hereditary dominions. A Sfmnisli army 

I acconlingty assembled at Rimini, in the month of March, under the 

I Duke de Montemar, and were there joined by 60,000 Neapolitans 

with a large train of artillery. About the beginning of May they 

I entered the Bolognese. The King of Sardinia declared war against 

' them. Charles Emanuel had been lured by the King of Spain to 

I accedo to his side, but had in truth artfully neirotiated with botli the 

coiiten<ling parties. He now joined with 30,000 men die Austrians, 

who were 17,000 strong, commanded by Count Traun, and marched 



3742.] NAVAL WAR. 27 



into the duchy of Parma, where, finding tiie Duke of Modena in 
treaty with tlie Spaniards, they proceeded to di^posseHS him of his 
dominions. After witnessing the reduction of Modena and Miirandola, 
Montemar fell back towards the Neapolitan frontier, and again on the 
8tb of August abandoned Lombardy, with the loss of nearly half his 
anny, ti> the great disgust of the Queen of Spain, >vho immediately had 
Montemar superseded by the Count de GageH. The only resentment 
the Spanish General allowed liimHelf to express under this indignity, 
was — ** that his master far from wondering he had done so little, ought 
to wonder he had done so much with an army so ill provided." 

In the mean while a third army of 30,000 men was sent by land 

tbrouf{h France, under Count Glimcs, who acted as General for Don 

Philip, the new candidate for the royalty of Lombardy, and who 

himself accompanied it, and this was to bo directed against the 

dominions of the King of Sardinia. The Queen hnd on that 

monareli's defection from her side obtained a rccal of the Spanish 

Minister from Turin, and when the Sardinian Minister in conse- 

queiioe came to take his leave at the Sp:ini&h Court, her imputient 

spirit so far broke forth indecorously, that she said to him, *' TcU 

your master my son shall be a king, whether he will or not." This 

army first endeavoured to force its way through Piedmont ; but, 

Culing in the attempt, defiled towards the left and entered Savoy, 

where it met only a feeble resistance. On the 10th of September, 

Don Pliilip entered Chambery. This obliged Charles Emanuel, who 

had followed Montemar as far as his strong camp at Rimini, to 

Ktnm to the succour of his own dominions, and on the 10th of 

October he advanced to Conflans, twenty miles cast of Chambery, 

wttli liis whole army. The Spaniards did not choose to risk a 

I battle, and immediately withdrew into Dauphind, seeking safety 

under the caimou of Fort Barreaux. The King pursued him thither, 

and biith armies remained in sight of each other till the m(mth of 

December, when the Marquis de Minos, an active and enterprising 

Spanish General, came to take upon him the command of the forces 

under Don Philip. The General's first exploit was against the 

Castle of Aspremont, which he attacked sn vigorously, that the 

garrison was obliged to capitulate in eight<and-forty hours : the loss 

of tliia important post compelled the King of Spain to retire into 

Piedmont, and the Spaniards established their winter-quarters in 

Savoy. C<mnt Gages attempted to ])enetratc into Tuscany, but was 

prevented by the vigilance of Count Traun, the AuHtrinn General : 

ne aeoordingly wintered in the Bolo^nene and the liomagna, while 

the enemy were distributed in the duchies of Modena and Parma. 

13. Naval War. 

Admiral Haddock had been unable to effect any thing with the 
DritiMh fleet under his command in the Mediterranean, and worn 
out with years and disappointments, resigned his command to Rear- 
Admiral Lestock. Vice- Admiral Matthews, a brave and able officer, 
with a reinforcement of seven ships of the line, had orders to proceed 
to that May as Commander-in-Chief, with full powers to treat 
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with all the Princes and States of Italy as his Britannic Majesty's 
Minister. Unfortunately, Matthews had the character of a proud 
overbearing man, and was known to have a declared enmity to 
Lestock. Immediately after taking the command, he ordered Capt. 
Norris to bum and destroy iive Spanish galley's at St. Tropez, in 
spite of the French flag. The burning of the ships of an enemy 
in a neutral port was an unheard-of outrage, but, in fact, the 
' French flag had so often been allowed to save the Spanish ships, that 
j it was thoui^ht right to deprive it of all pretext of neutrality: la 
' May, Matthews detached Commodore Rowley with eight sail to emiae 
I off tiie harbour of Toulon, and he captured a great number of 
merchant ships. In the month of August, to keep Don Carlos in cheek 
the Admiral sent Commodore Martin in the *' Ipswich,*' with five 
ships of the line, to the Bay of Naples, with orders to bombard that 
city, if the King would not withdraw his troo|>s from the Spanish 
army, and sign a promise that they would not act in concert with 
them during the war. Martin, a decided sailor of the old stamp, 
sailed on the 4th of August right into the bay without firing a salute, 
and sent in his terms. Don Carlos and his court were thrown into 
consternation, for no such bold stmke was expected, and the city was 
without defence, indeed almost without a garrison. The Neap<»Htan 
meanly endeavoured to gain time, and sent the Duke de Monte- 
allegre as pleni|K>tentiary to negotiate. Martin received the Minbtcr 
with respect and civility, but took out his watch and had it fixed to 
the mainmast. He then told him that in two hours' time he would 
begin the bombardment, if the King delayed to give him the 
proposed satisfaction. The King, upon hearing this, submitted to 
the conditions ; the promise of neutrality i*equired of him was 
immediately signed ; and he sent a letter to his General, the Duke of 
Castropegnano, commanding him to leave the Spanish army, aud 
return home with the Neapolitan troops forthwith. Commodtwe 
Martin left the Bay of Naples before midnight, and rejoined the 
Connnander-in- Chief in the roads of liieres, where he had fixed his 
winter- quarters. The Genoese were at this time remarkably favour- 
able to the French and Spaniards. The Admiral accordingly sent 
to insist upon their neutrality, aud the answer appearing evasive, the 
commanders of the British ships were desired to make free with the 
Genoese shipping and territories. 

14. British conjunct Expedition in South America. 

During the course of this year Admiral Vernon and General 
Went worth made another effort in the West Indies. In January, 
after having received a reinforcement from England, they plaimed a 
new expedition in cimcert with Trelawney, Governor of Jamaica, 
who accompanied them. Their design was to disembark the troops 
at I'ortobello, and march across the Isthmus of Darien to attack the 
rich town of Panama. The fleet sailed from Jamaica the 9th of 
March, aud arrived at Portobcllo on the 2Bth. Here a council of 
wur was held, which pronounced the enterprise to be impracticable; 
and the armament returned to Jamaica, exhibiting a ridieakini 



1748.] 



DEATH or OABDIKAL 7LEUBY. 20 



■pectacle of folly ajid irresolution. In May, two Hritish frif;atc8 fell 
in with three Spanish ships of war near tiie island of St. Cliristopher, 
they forthwith engaged, and the action continued until night, when 
the Spaniards retired to Porto Uico, thuugli in a very shattered 
eondition. In August, Admirul Vernon sent out a ship with 300 
soldiers to the Bay of Honduras, whero they took possesHion of the 
small island of Ruatan, in which a settlement was effected for pro- 
looting the logwood trade. In the month of September, Vernon and 
Wentworth were both recalled to England, where they did not carry 
back a tenth part of the force which hud been originally sent out 
with them : and thus ended in shame, disapijointment, and Iosh, the 
most important, the most expensive, and the best concerted expedi- 
tiwn that Groat Britain was ever engaged in, leaving this molanclioly 
proof that if dissension is the misfortune of a State, it is the ruin of 
any military undertaking. Both commanders lived to feel the scorn 
and reproach of tlieir country. Unhappily for the national service at 
this time, a worse understanding, if possible, had broken out between 
Goremor Trelawney and Sir Chaloner Ogle. 

15. Geobou invadkd by the Spaniards. 

In the month of June the new colony of Georgia was invaded 
from St. Augustine by an armament commanded by Don Manuel de 
Monteano, It consisted of thirty-six ships, from which 4000 men 
were landed at St. Simon*s, and b<'gan their march for Frederika, 
the principal town of the colony. General Oglethorpe, with a handful 
of men, defeated them in two encounters, and harassed them in their 
march with activity and resoluti(m, besides taking such wise pre- 
cautions that thev retired to their ships, and totally abandoned the 
enterprise. In this service Oglethorpe happened to be associated 
with a sea officer who in every respect, except courage and capacity, 
the reverse of Venion and Ogle : this was Admiral, afterwards 
Peter Warren, a most excellent and gallant officer. 
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1. DEATH OF CARDINAL FLEURY ; LOUIS XV. HIS OWN MINISTER.— 2. 
WAR IN OBRMANY. — 8. BATTLE OF DKTTINUEN.— 4. RKFLKCTIONS ON 
TIIK BATTLE.— 6. TUB WAR REMOVED FROM GKRMANY. — 0. WAR IN 
ITALY. — 7» THE BATTLE OF CAMPO SANTO. — 8. NEGOTIATIONS AND 
TREATIES.— 9. NAVAL WAR. — 10. WAR IN AMERICA. — 11. WAR 
BETWEEN RUSSIA AND SWEDEN. 

1, Deatu OF Cardinal Fleurt; Louis XV. his own Minister. 

The commencement of this year was marked by the death of Car- 
dinal Fleury on the 29th of January, in the ninetieth year of his ago. 
He had for seventeen years governed France with the most upright 
dinnterestednesii and unblemished integrity. But he was butter cal- 
culated to superintend the regulations of peace than to direct the 
operationa of war : he did not pay much regard to the military glory 
01 his oonntry, and too much neglected its naval power. The councils 
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of Franco woro now under the personal direction of tlie young King, 
who, under the influeuoe of the Duoheas of ChatoKuroux, wan, from 
idlent'HH and a diHSuliito faction around liim, altogether insensible to 
tlie di8gi*aco of liis country. 

2. War in Germany. 

Willie tlie cause of Maria Tlieresa triumphed in every part of 

Europe, the French were driven out of Uoiieniia and part of the 

Upper i'alatinntu, and the forces under MiirHhal Bi*oglie to<ilc up a 

poHitiun on the Danul)e, where he was op|K)Hed by Prince Loblcowits. 

Prince Cliarlea openo<I the oani|mign early in May, and, awisted by 

tlie acivice of tlie enterprirtiiig KiievenhUllerf disconcerted tlie enemy 

by the rapidity and dcoiHion of his niovenionts. He drove the ad» 

vancod poHts of tlio French back on tiie Uer, and suddenly tuminj^ 

towards Uraunau, on tlio 8ih of May, after a desfiorate attack, routed 

a corps of Bavarians Btrt)iigly intivnched at Simpach, to«»k their 

standards, baggage, and artiliei-y, and made prisoner Geiipral Mi- 

nuxzi, wiio commandiui in the absence of Seckendorf, with many 

otiicr officers and 6000 men, while ho shut up the remainder ia 

BruuiiHU, a very stnuig place. Seckendorf then resumed the com* 

maud, and i*etired to liandshut to cover Munich. Prince Charles made 

a ra})id progress into Havana, while the Austrian troops did the nmo 

on the other side ; and the Knipen)r being thus in danger of being 

shut up in Munich, again left that capital on the IGtli of May, 

During these operations Prince Lobkowitz blockaded £gra, drove 

j Count, Saxe with groat loss, from the U]>per Palatinate, and then 

I advanced towards the Danube to c<}-opei'ate with Prince Charles. 

, At the same time three bodies of Ci'oatinns, penetrating through the 

pass(>s of the Tyrol, ravaged tlie whole country to the very gates of 

! Munich, which now for the third time fell into the hands of the 

; Queen of Hungary. All this while Marshal Hroglie, though con* 

siderably ruinforcn^d, avoided coining t(» a general battle ; but Prinoe 

Cliarics, after making himself master of liandau, on the Isor, aeiied 

upon the bridge over the Danube at Dcckendurf, which he took by 

j storm, and obliged Broglie to abandon his stixmg camp at Pladling^ 

I and retire to Uatisbon. Marshal Seckendorf now fell baok with the 

I llavarian trtKips to Ingolstadt, whei*e he was joined on the ISth of 

June by Hroglie, whose forces had been much harassed by the 

j Austrian cavalry and hussars during their reti'oat— whole regiments 

being cut off at a time, and the Austriaus glutting themselves with 

j plunder, so that the booty said to have been accumulated by them 

< exceeded a million of florins. Broglie still avoided an engagement, 

I and retired before tho enemy to Heilbnmn, a strong town on Uw 

Neckar, but tho garrison refusmi to admit them. Meanwhile a Freneh 

I anny assembled on tho Rhino under Marshal de Noailles, whose united 

I force consisted of fi8,000 men. Tho allies had about 37|000 men, who 

I ]>asHed tho Hhiiio on the 14th of May, and on the SSrd arrived in tho 

I neiglib<mrhood of Frankfort Lord Stair offered battle, but Ue Noaillai 

• showed hiniM'lf a very able general in not accepting of it. The FVeneh 

Marshal pusliod towsirds Fraukfort, now threatened by the united anqf 
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of Eu^IiHh, UetisiauB, uud Jlunoveriana, with Homc Auutrian regiiiieuts 
from the Low Country under the Duke d'Aiireniberg. The Earl of 
Stair, who was too old for action, and perhapH somewhat too scrupulous 
in respecting the neutrality of Frankfort, lo8t an excellent opportunity 
of terminating one year of the war by taking the Emperor prisoner, 
for the EugliHh Greneral was posted on the northern side of the Maine 
when the French appeared on the soutliern bank. The Marshal de 
Coigny, with another army, had been sent into Alsace to defend that 
province and oppose Prince Charles, should he attempt to cross the 
Rhine. 

France and Great Britain with their armies confronted were in a 
nngularly embarrassing state, since both countries professed to act 
merely as auxiliaries to their respective allies, and no declaration of 
war bad been made by either. Indeed, there was at this moment a 
British minister at Paris and a French miniHter in London. Stair 
vtBy however, too old a general not to be quite certahi that if two 
aach armies remained so close to each other they must fight. 
Acoordingly he retreated, with the view of estiiblishing communica- 
tiont with Uie Austrian forces behind him, and of obtaining 
reiafurc^nients from Hanover, whence, as soon as the Electorate had 
been relieved from all apprehensions of French invasion, 16,000 
HanoTerian troops had been ordered to march with tho Hessians in 
British pay to join the allied ai*my. The English commander now 
jEbnod himself in danger of wanting fornge, for through the obbtinaoy 
of the Duke d'Ahremberg, Lord Stair wais not able to guard the 
advanced posts by which he obtained provision and forage from 
Franconia, for these were withdrawn, and the magazines were seized 
upon by the enemy. He found means, however, to prevent the French 
from seizing Aschaffenburg, where there was a bridge over the Maine 
and where he fixed his head-quarters. The French, posted strongly 
near Gros Ostheim, nevertheless deprived the British of all resources, 
and Nuailles had taken his measui^es so wisely that they were 
literally reduced to the alternative of surrendering themselves 
prisoners of war, or of cutting their way through an enemy superior 
in nunabers and masters of all the defiles. Affairs were in this 
critical state, the allied soldiers on half rations, the horses starving 
for want of forage, the wh<ile army cooped up in a narrow valley, 
whichy runnlDg between Mount Spessart and the Maine, extends 
along that river from the town of Aschaffenburg to the large village 
j ot Dettingen, when George the Second arrived from Hanover on 
the 19th of June, with the Duke of Cumberland, who had come to 
see his first campaign. The arrival of the King infused a new spirit 
into tlie army. Reinforcements of 12,000 Hanoverians and Hessians 
had already reached Hanau : and in order to effect a junction with 

I these troops, besides securing provisions for his army, ho determined 
on the 26tii of June to break up from his present position. This 
■ovement was, however, neither safe nor easy ; the road they were 
to take was between a mountain and a river, in the fsce of a 
Mperior enemy, quick at discerning, and powerful enough to prevent 
ths design. At such close quarters were the armies, that the King 
^ 
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had scarcely quitted Aschaffenburg, when it was seized by the French 
General. N(»ailles as soon as he saw tlie allies in movement altered 
his position, and by means of two bridges which he threw over the 
Maine, dispatched 23,000 men under the Duke de Grammont to 
secure the defile of Dettingen. Thus he was master of Aschaffenburg 
in the rear of the English, and Dettingen in their front ; but King 
George was no coward, and his soldiers were full of bravery. 

3. Battle of Dettingen. 

Before daybreak on the morning of the 27th of June, the allies 
struck their tents and began their march towards Dettingen in two 
columns, and the advanced guard occupied the village as the French 
retired before them. The King himself commanded the rear-guard, 
which, from ignorance of Noailles' movements, he considered the 
post uf danger; but while his Majesty was with vast pains and 
danger bringing up the rear of his troops, the front made a sudden 
halt on perceiving the French pass the river at Seligenstadt ; the 
advanced guard therefore abandoned Dettingen, on the advance df 
the French, and fell back on the main body. But now finding th«r 
advanced troops repulsed from the village, and the French pouring 
over the bridge of the Maine, the King, riding to the front, per- 
ceived the allied front to be chiefly threatened, and immediately drew 
up the army in order of battle, extending his right to the slupes of 
the Spessart, and his left to the river, the flanks being as well 
secured as the immediate necessity of the disposition would admit 
of. This order of battle, though judged very masterly and executsd 
in less time than might well be imagined, could not save the 
allies from many inconveniences. They were cooped up in a narrow 
plain, closed in with hills, woods, and morasses on the right^ and on 
the left by the Maine, the steep bank on the opposite side at which 
was planted with numerous cannon. The King took post on the 
right, Lieut.-Generals Clayton and Sommerfelt being with the Duke of 
Cumberland at the head of the first line. Lieut.- Generals the Earii 
of Dunmore and Rothes commanded the second. Generab Holly- 
wood, Campbell, and Ligonier, with Baron de Courie, led the fint 
line uf h«irse, and Cope and Hawley the second. The only hops 
lay in cutting their way through the French lines, yet these were as 
strong as nature and skill could make them. The Duke de Noailles had 
made his dispositions, which he flattered himself would oblige the King 
to attack at great disadvantage, and having now formed his lines^ lis 
recrossed the Maine to give some further directions in that qoarteTi 
and the better to observe the movements of the hostile army. 

Now it was that the Duke de Grammont, the nephew and Lien- 
tenant-General of the Commander-in-Chief, burning to engage liii 
adversaries, and believing the force -before him was only a part of 
the ai-my — urged on probably also by the young generals and prineei 
of the blood, who were with him— ordered his troops to quit As 
defiles of Dettingen, cross the rivulet, and descend into a anell 
plain called the Cockfield, or Champ de Coqs, where the allies had 
formed themselves in order of battle; thus quitting the 
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i ground and meeting the allies upon equal terms. He by this move- 
I ment rendered useless the French batteries beyond the Maine, 
I which (Xkuld not fire without striking their own people, and exposed 
I his tro4ipH instead to a heavy fire from the butteries of the enemy. 
I The British were so impatient to make the onset that they began to 
fire too BtMni ; but quickly recharging their pieces they advanced 
more slowly but resolutely to meet their enemy who wero marching 
: up to them, and the firing in a moment became general on both sides 
I from flank to flank. Noailles, who was still on the other bank of 
I the river, beheld this movement of De Grammont with grief and 
I Mtoninhment, and made all the haste possible to repair it ; but it 
was too late. He found on his arrival the tide of battle already 
turned. The confederate forces with a general shout, which was the 
omen of victory, advanced with undaunted resolution, bayonet in hand, 
and compelled the French to give way. The King rode down the 
British hue and exhorted hiH troops to fight for the honour of their 
country. Lieut.- General Clayton was in danger of being outflanked 
by the enemy towards the river, and sent for Illand's dragoons to fill 
up tlie interval. The rest of the DritJHh and Austrian cavalry ad- 
Taneed to attack the household troops of the French King, and being 
■apported by infantry, at first put them in disorder. The charger of 
George 11. frightened by the tunmlt ran away, and would have car- 
ried the King into the midst of the enemy's lines ; but ho was for- 
tunately stopped in time. The French horse now charged with 
great impetuosity and some regiments of British cavalry were put 
in diflorder, but the allied infantry behaved with such intrepidity 
and deliberation as soon determined the fate of the day. The King 
formed them into one dense column: waving his sword and ani- 
mating them with his words, he advanced at their head until they 
broke De Grammont's stiuadnm, and ptished both horse and foot 
before them. The French cavalry, led on by the young princes, 
mailed in desperation upon the impenetrable masses, and were soon 
exhausted by their own brave but imprudent energy. The Duke of 
Cunil>erland was in the hottest of the battle, and had a horse killed 
under him. General Clayton with whom ho served was killed, and 
IVAhremberg was slightly wounded by a nmskot-ball in the breast. 
The slaughter was di'eadful in the French ranks, so that NtMiillis de- 
spiUringof theday and anxious to prevent further loss amongst his men, 
gave the signal for a reti*eat across the Maine. His troops made for 
the bridge, pursued by the KngliHh with sabre and bayonet; multitudes 
were killed befora they reached it; othera in their mad speed ruHhed 
hito the river, or fell on the choked-up bridge and were disowned ; 
many again, turning in tho opposite direction and throwing down 
their arms, endeavoured to ascend tho mountains to the right, and 
were taken prisoners without resistance. The fighting laHted till four 
in the afternoon. Terror had seized the whole French army, and it 
was a flight and $aute qui p€Ut for all. The precipitate retreat of the 
Gardes Pran9aisc8 became a subject of pleasantry to tho rest of the 
army, who called them the duokt of the rivor: unhappily during 
the next half-oentury much blood flowed in duels on this subject. 
I Vol. II. D 
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Tliu King (lined on tliu lioltl^ uud niiiiaiuod on tlio gruund until 
at nighi. 

The loM of Mnndinl Dtikn do NouilluM in killod and woundod 
conipuliMl to bo from 5(M)0 to (HMM) ni(«n, including a largo uro|iori 
of his ofliccri, who Htrovo by th«-ir liuadhuig valour during iiiu ongi 
nu*nt t4) atono for iho error tlioy liad niado at tho conunonccni 
Major- (tcnoral Chaltannon Mnriol, iho Duku do Uochvehonart, 
Hovoral otliorM of diHtinction woro killtMl, and Hix Liout.*(ion(*ralB 
Hvo Major- (loncralHy two of whom w«tro Duk«*f«, wcro wounded. ' 
allien too Huffered Hoverely, their Iohh extending to 20<M), am 
whom were (ieneralH (May ton and Mtmroy killed. The l)uk« 
('Umherland, who exhibited uneommon pniufH of courage, wan i 
through the calf of the leg. The Karl of Albemarle, General llui 
and iK*veral other oflieem of dintinctitHi, were alM> wound«Ml. 
admitte<l that the King had evinced extraordinary intrepidity ; 
when Lord Stair i»ro|M>iN«d t«) purnue the French in their n«treat, 
MajiHity, conNidoring that the army (»f Noaillra had b<M*n only parti 
engaged, and that a large pro|H)rtion of it atili remained frenh, wi 
overruled hia raah pnnioNal, and the vintorious tniopii, after a 
houra* reat, h*ft the field and continued their backward nmrcl 
Ilanau. At the tiTmination of the battle, the alliea wnrf« atill w 
out victuala, drink, or tenia to lie in, and they had b(M>n many h< 
under arma, so that it wim neeemtary for them to fall back on t 
Nuppliea. The Karl of Stair, then^fore, m^nt a truni|K*t to Mamha 
Noaillea, recommending to hia pn)t«*ction tlic aick and wounded 
on the Held of battle, and they were treatiMl by the Fnuioh (ieii 
with gn<at car«i and tenderneaa. Hut the dewTtion of the aick 
wounded by the alliea waii m«vercly eeniiunMl: tho auppliea ah( 
have been brought to them, and a victorioua army ahould not I 
quittod tho fleld for audi a eonaideration. 

4. liicn.mrnoNH on tuk nATTi.K. 

It waa generally couHidered that (ieorge II. did well in rejec 
the advice of Lord Stair to purane the French, although tl 
might havo been in the panic of a defeat ntuch a<lvaiitago in 
lowing cIoHo a routed army. Lord Stair wiia m> confident on 
tioint, that a few wveka aft<*rwardN meeting V(»ltain% who aak<Hl 
Iiiu opinion of the battle, bin n*ply waa, "I think the French n 
one great miatake, and the Kngtinh two. Youra waa in not atan^ 
atill ; our flnit waa in inirenelung ouraidvea in a moat periloua | 
tion, and our Hecond, in failing to puraue our victorv.*' Lord i 
complained with improper biit4>rncMa tliat hia aJvico had 1 
Hlighted, and delivered t<) hia Majeniy an angry memorial rt*fl«c 
on nuich that had paamul, with many unNeemly alluniona. He ai 
permiaaion to retire*, and bin reaignattoii wan aoceptod, not wit 
marka of diHpleaaure at the languagt* which had bmui uMid in tenU« 
it. The French, who are alwayii ouick at aeissing tlie ridiculoua, anr 
theniNelvoa at ih» diagrace of tho general who had comniandiHl 
victory, and at tho alMindonmvnt of tho aick and wounded. Th 
thua ox[)rviM:d in tlio hunioroua dialoguo botwoon l*ierrot and Hj 
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qain, ^ Que douiie-t'On aux G^ndruux qui ne se bont pas trouv^s a la 
lAUille !" ** Oo leur donne Ic cordon rouge.'* *< £t que donne-t-on au 
G^n^ral-en-chef qui a gagn^ la victoireT* " Son cong^." " Qui a soin 
des blesses !** ** L'ennemi ^" Tlie battle of Dettingen, the last in 
which an English King has appeared at the head of his troops, may 
rather be considered as an unexpected and fortunate escape, than an 
important and decisive engagement. Circumstances, however, gave 
it saperior value. At Vienna it occasioned a delirium of joy ; the 
Queen entered her capital in a species of triumi>h, and celebrated the 
victory by a Te Deum at the cathedral. Another, composed ex- 
presKly by Handel, at his Majesty's command, and called the Det- 
tiDgen Te Deum, was performed at St Paul's in London, on occasion 
of the battle, and is well known to the lovers of Church-music at 
this day. 

The Marshal de Noailles was severely censured by the French 
nation for the loss of tliis battle. They revenged themselves upon him 
by erexy kind of satire and epigram, and hung on the gate of his hotel 
a wotKlen sword with the iuHcription, ** Homicide point ne seras ^.** 
Bat his character for bravery was beyond their reach. The King 
stood by him, and was even indulgent to his nephew, the Duke de 
Granamont, the great cause of the whole disaster. The character of 
Adrien Maurice Duke de Noailles and Marahal of France, is that of 
one who united to the talents of a consummate general those of 
an able statesman and a cultivated litterateur. He was besides a 
goiMl citizen, and one of the most honest, enlightened, and amiable 
men of the age in which he lived. Nothing showed the magnanimity 
and disiuterfstedness of his character more than his recommending 
to Louis XV. Count Saxe, as the person in his service most capable 
of repairing the misfortunes of France ; and experience showed that 
his discernment was equal to the uprightness of his judgment, which 
he fartlier evinced by serving under the Marshal at the battle of 
Fontenoy. Count de Saxe at this time received the baton of Mar- 
shal of France. 

It was at Dettingen that Lord Townshend, the conqueror at Quebec, 
made his first essay in arms ; and a drummer-boy, standing near him, 
being struck on the head by a cannon-ball, which scattered his brains 
all over him, an old soldier, standing near him, told him not to be 
afraid. ** Oh," said the young officer, ** I am not frightened. I am 
(inly astonished that a fellow with such a quantity of brains should 
be here." 

After the battle the King of Great Britain was visited by Prince 
Charles and Count Khevenhliller at Hanau, where the future operations 
of the campaign were regulated. Here the allied army was joined by 
the expected reinforcements of Hanoverians, and thus became nearly 
equal to the French. It was aeain proposed to cross the Maine and 
attack the enemy, and it was to ttie surprise of all Europe that no such 
attempt was then made. The Duke do Noailles, who had appre- 
hended tlie greatest disasters as the result of the battle, with the 
modesty that is peculiar to real merit, felicitated his master that 
1 Lord Staobope. > Thou shall not kill. 

d2 
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he had not to deal with an Eugene, a Marlborough, or a Stahremberg, 
otherwise the issue of the cuni|>aign must have been very different. 

5. The War rbmotbd from Germany. 

Prince Charles of Lorraine made use of the opportunity of this 
victory to threaten the army of Marshal de Noailles, which was now 
encnniped at Offenbach. This occasioned the Marshal to bre*k it 
up, burn his magazines, and march off ; and on the 6th of July he 
had passed the Rhine between Worms and Oppenheim. On the 27th 
of Angust the allied army crossed the Rhine at Mentz, and King 
Goon^e fixed his head-quarters at the Epi8co|>al Palace of Worms. 
Do Dn>glie also was driven across the Rhine on the 17th of July, so 
I that tlu> whole of Germany was now freed Arom the French. 
! On the retreat i>f the* French the King's quarters at Worms 
had become the scene, not merely of negotiations, but of coundls of 
war, which Prince Charles and Count Khevenhiiiler quitted the 
Austrian army to attend. An immeiliate invasion of France was 
planned and ann<tunced, and the public ex)>ectation, already excited 
by the victory of Dettingen, was carried to the highest pitch. Prince 
Charles of Lorraine pushed his victorious army into Alsace, of the 
i attack of which the French had been especially apprehensive. Never- 
i theloss Marshal de Coigny did not dare to risk a battle, and the Prince 
i having seixed a post on the left Itank of the Rhine, pre^uiretl to pene- 
trate into France, while Colonel Mentzel, at the head of a large body 
of irregulars belonging to the Queen of Hungar}', made an imiptiun 
into Lorraine, part of which he ravagM without mercy. In Sep- 
tember Prince Charles with the Austrian army would have entered 
the Bnsgau. but Marshal de Coigny had taken such precautions, thst 
he was obliged to abandon his design, and marching back into the 
Up)>er Palatinate quartered his troo^^s in that country and in Bavaris. 
In October the King of Grt>at Britain returned to Hanover, and the 
army separated into winter-quarters: the troops in British pay 
I marched back to the Netherlands, and tlie rest took the roate to 
their respective countries. 

6. War in Italy. 

The restless ambition of that firebrand of Europe, the Queen of 
S|)ain, would not suffer the triMips of that crown in Italy the enjoyment 
of winter-quarters. While stationed at Bologna for the winter, the 
Count de Gages received }>ereniptory ordera from his imperioos 
mistross to give battle to the Austrians within three da}'s, or else he 
was to expect the same fate as his predecessor, Montemar, and would 
be required ti» resign his c<»mmand to another officer. De Gages obeyed 
this haughty mandate with equal spirit and addressi He knew that the 
Austrian army under Cmmt Traun was cimsiderably weakened, snd 
that ho little thought of being attacked at that season of the year. 
SiltMUly therefore drawing his troops frf>m their cantonments, for 
secrecy was necessary to his success, he amused the people «if Bolngna 
by giving them a ball, to which, of course, the Spanish officers were 
iTited ; but while it was at its lieight the officers one bj one slipped 
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away, miU joiiiiii)( tlioir trtKipM, ulreiidy on piiriidu, About 24,(H)0 iikui, 
niiuvliud Ut HiirprUo thu AtiHtrinn hcud-tiuartcrH. Tlicy rrohHttd lliu 
l*uiwni uiid iidvuuctid t» (!itiiip(> Santo, hut thouf^h tlm ntrictoHt cuutioii 
IiimI bi*«Mi UikdUi Mni'Hhal Traun had hwu apprimul hy tho MurfpiiH 
dn Pavui, thti AuNtriaii uihiiHtcr, of thiH hittnidod attack, and had 
alniaUy aiuiuinhl(«d hiH troopH on tho i^auaro. Thu AuMtriana and 
PiediuuiiteM} nuuiberud 2U,U00. 

7. TllK IUtTLH op CaMPO SAflTO. 

At fonr o'clock in tho niornhif^ of thu 8rd of Fohruary a duMporato 
enKaKitinuiit b(*f(au, which continued by moonlight until aflor mivun. 
Thu 8paiiiar<U, btdng Houiuwhat miporior in nunibor, in tiio bcKimiiitK 
of tlio action obtained an advantiiKu (»vcr tiiu AuHirian cavalry, l)Ut 
worti lit h'Ugth cunipi'llud to roirtMit, altliouf^ii in ^ood order, carryiuK 
with tlieiii thuir oHunon ami tlioir colnurH. Tlio acticui waw olmtinatu 
and bloody, though induciHivu: tliu SpnniardM Umt about JMXH) uwii, 
and ilitt AuatriauH about 2(M)0, with many oIHouvh. TIio Ouunt d'An- 
prvmont, tliu I'lodniontoHu (Jont«ral, waH killed, and mo were two 
Auatrian K**neralii. ThiH action waH cole.brnted aH a victory by a 
To Ununi at Madrid. Oount (iaguH iiowcvcr rocroHmMl the I'anaro, 
r«*tr4*ttt4id Hudtluiily from Iiolo|{na, and nmrchcd to Rimini, where hu 
fiirliflud luM camp; but IiIh army wan reducod to littlo mm'o ihau 
1S,000 men. Count Traun, on tlio oth(*r hand, received reinf«)rco- 
lUfnU fnnn (3urmany, yot nunained inaciivc in the ModeneNO until 
S«'pt«)nilMtr, whun hu rcHigned IiIh command to Prince Lobkowitx. 
Thia |{ciioral cutitrcd tliu Dolo^neHo in OcinbtT, and then advanced 
aipiinat ihu SpaniavtlM, drove them from their poHition at Rimini, and 
fure«fd them back towarda the Neapolitan frontier. (!oiint (Juf(<'M, 
with Ilia forceM now i*edueii<l to ^^HH) men, retreated to Kano ; but 
afierwardN tiMik puHMUHHiun of Peiiaru, and fortitlud all the paHHUH of 
the rivur FoKlla. 

In tho lattur end of Au^uHt Don IMiilin decamped from Chamberyi 
and, detUiuK through Dauphint* tnwitrdH Hrianyon, waH joined hy 
ilin I'rlnoo of C(»nli at the heatl of 2<),(I0() French auxiliaricH. TliuH 
ffinforced, hu attacked the IMedmoiitcHe linca at (<aHtcl-l)eliin(», but 
WMM rcpulaed in Huveral attempta and obliged to retreat with couHider- 
ablo loiiN. Through the al)h'. diHpoHitionH of Victor Knumuel, however, 
and after a Nlntrt Htrugglo againnt tint HeveriticH of the aeaHon, thu 
Kiiif( aKain dcauundud into Daupliint^, and cHtabliHlicd Iuh winter- 
quartora tliuro. 

i 8. Nkuotutionh and Tukatikh. 

j The Queen of Hungary had been urged by the KngliMh (lovern- 

i ment to uoine to Home underNtHuding wiih the King of Sardinia; 

' and iHiforo thu end of the campaign eiiiier in (iermany or Italy, 
an arrangement, ailecting both ihcHe cnuntrieM, wan agreed to by 

I King (i«*<»rge at Wormn, on the Kith t»f September, lly thiH treaty, 
hia Sardinian Majeuty nunmnced hia preteiiHioUH to the Duchy of 
Milan, and guaranteed anew the Pragmatic Sanction; and the King 
undortuok to aialHt thu oommon oaune with an anny of 4A,(H)U men. 
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In return he wns to be gratified with the supreme command of the 
allied forces in Itnly; and the Queen engaged to maintain 30,000 
men there, and yield the city of Placentia, with some districts in 
tlie Duchy of Pa via and in the Novarose, besides all her right and 
])retenai<)n8 to Finale at present possessed by tho republic of Genoa ; 
the King of England also bound himself to maintain a strone 
8(]ua(lron in tho Mediterranean, tho commander of which should 
act in concert with tlie King of Sardinia. Lastly, the contracting 
parties agreed that Finale should be constituted a free port like that 
of Leghorn — a most unjust provision, as the Genoese were not parties 
to the treaty ; nor was it reasonable that they should part with a 
purchase from the late Emperor which had been euaranteed bj 
Great Britain, and consent to establish a free port to the prejudice of 
their own commerce. The Genoese resisted these negotiationii, but, 
not being attended to, threw themselves into the arms of France and 
Spain for protection. This treaty of Worms had been arranged bj 
Lord Carteret in submissitm to the electoral wishes of the King, and 
witli scarcely any reference tt) the other ministers in England ; never- 
theless, it having been concluded, they yielded a sullen acquiescenee 
to it. In tiie mean time the French Government, irritated by the 
Treaty of Worms, concluded a family compact or perpetual alliance 
and mutual guarantee of possessions and claims with Spain at Fon- 
taineblean, one of the principal articles of which was, that no peace 
should be c<mcluded with Great Britain until Gibraltar was restored 
to Spain. This treaty was signed on the 28th of October, and the 
greatest preparatiims were made for carrying out the objects of it both 
by sea and land. Twenty thousand Freneli troops under the Prince of 
Couti were ordered to join Don Philip on the frontiers of Savoy, and 
the French and Spanish s<iuadrons at Toulon were commanded to act 
in concert and attempt to recover the sovereignty of the Mediterranean. 
If successful they \\\tv to join the Brest fleet, and having established 
a superiority in the Channel, to assist at a projected invasion of 
England This, which had for its ulterior object to assist the house 
of Stuart, was more immediately devised to oblige King George to 
reeal his tr<M)ps from the Continent, and apply his attention to the 
defence of his own dominions, instead of engaging in tlie contests of 
the European powers. 

9. Naval War. 

The British fleet, commanded by Admiral Matthews, overawed all 
the states that bordered on the Alediterranean. This oflicer, about 
the end of June, understanding that fourteen xebecks, laden with 
artillery and ammunition for the Spanish army, had anived at Genoa, 
sailed thither fnmi the Roads of IIien>s, and demanded of the Re- 
public that they should either oblige these vessels with their st«ire8 
to (piit the harbour, or sequester their lading until a general peace 
should be established. After stmio dispute, the eann<m and stores 
were deposited in the Castle of Bonifaccio, and the xebecks permitted 
to proceed without molestation. Matthews nevertheless sent repeated 
vivices to the Admiralty that his ships had been so long at SMiy and 
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wrrtt mi foul, thnt ho iipprt^hondml hu wiin too wonk if lin Hhould hu 
•ttni*k«Hl h,v tho «4iioiiiy, niid iiVKt^l roinfortMMiti'iitH, 

Tlio Contirium Imil funnorly i*<«voltt*ii fi*oiu tlio <]riio«mo, mid Imd 
ftuifi^rivd thti MivoroiKiity on ti (irriimii udvi«iUuri«i* whom i\u*y pro- 

oUiimul HN Kiiif( Th(«o(h)rt>, hut lio luid I u ohli^rd to Irnvo iho 

iiilau«l, whieh had kkhiu mihuiitttMl to itH old uiHHttu'H. Tho tn>uhhm 
of I'urHioA wrro uow it^aui i*ovivt«d. Kiii^ Tlioodont ruturuod, uud 
wim oountrnauiMul uud Miipportod hy tho Novoi*t«i^iiH of (Jroiil Hritniu 
Mitl uf lIunKnr.Vi a** n prtipor hiHtruuuMit to porpiox and iiaraHri tlm 
U«uo«tMt. Athniral MatlhowK no Hoonrr hoard that tht« Spaniah army 
uiul^r iKkU l*hiUp waa in motion, than ho diNtunharkod nouu* tr(»o}M 
»ii«l imnmm for tho Ht^onrity of Villa Kranoa. Sonnt Htonm having 
1nn<ii laiidfd at (*ivita Viundiia for tho uho of tlio SpaniNJi inMipNunthu* 
(3«K«tfi, MatthowH iiitorprtttnd tho trauHaolion into a violation of 
thci iittntralitv which tin* I'opo had piMfoHHod, and m^nt a Hquadnm 
to liiinihai'd tho plaoo. AcrordinKly iht^ city of Ktnno wita in mu. 
Mti'itmiioUi until tho INipo had rooom*Ho to tho ^imkI nllh'ori of liiM 
SartHnlaii Majonty, whon tho MriiiNli Hipiailrtni waa withdrawn. Tlio 
mi))tHlnM of Hln)(ht crniHini; HhipM tluH year, hy thoir activity ami vigi- 
Uiifitt, t^ircptually intorrnptod tho comnicrco of Spain, oannonadiMl 
Anil luirnt munc towna on tho Hoa-aido, and kopt tho wholo ottaat in 
rtkiithiuoil aianu. 

Ill tho Woat ludi(«A (>onunandor KnowloH wan not vory Huocoaaful. 
U«« HMilod from Antif(ua on tin* I2th of l*ohruary,hnt, aa naual, (h'lay, 
thnt Kt^iioral hano tif hucoonm, palmod IiIh oporationa. thnh^r IiIm rtnu- 
iiian«rwtin« tho »* SuHVdk,** 70, IIuk nhip, t In* *» nurfrnMl." 70, tho ** AHMHt- 
«»tH*/*tho" Norwich," and tho " Advico/'ftO oaoh, tho'» Kltham,"40,th« 
" lavoly" and tho**ScarhortiuKh,"*iO t*ach, having ttn hoard '.'HtNtHailm'K 
antl iiiarincM.and 4(N) id' I >aly.oll*N rcgimont. 1 1 in Maid that tho ( iovornor 
ofthornraccaM.againHtwliichtli<M«xpcditionwaM intended, had ri«ccivod 
intrllig«*iioo of it two inonthn proviooHly. It waH tint IHth of Kchniary 
boftirt* Knowlcacannt l»i»foro l«a tiuayra, and at noon tht« attack hogan ; 
hut Ihov cmdd not gt<t noart^r than a milo from tho town, nor hmd 
thi> MihUcra. An attempt waH mado to cut thri«o Hhipa out of harhonr, 
hut thia alao mincarriod. Tho SpaniHh nntga/ino, liowovor, hh^w up, 
autl tho attack continued imtil nearly (*ight oVIock at niuht. Tho 
(NimuuHhiro did hirt duty to admiration, hut Captain LuKhniKton, of 
tho" llurfor«l,'* wan killed with ahoul 100 ollii^rn, and npwanlri ol' :i(N) 
woro wounded ; tho Hhipa had miHtaintMl huoIi injury that they wort) 
ohligod t«> go and ndlt at (*ura^'ita. KnowleM, however, imt dia- 
ctiumged hy the fonuer rt«pnlHe, and having heen joined hy mnno 
Dutch voluntoera, aailiMl on the *JOth of March fnnu tin* latter place, 
to attack INirto (-avallo. The SpaniardH hail hauled twelve of their 
amnllcat ahina and thrtMi galleya up to the head of the harh(nn\out of 
gunahot; a largo hhip lay ready to ho annk at the <«nirancit of tlm 
harlN)nr, with nmoring chaiuM acroHH the opening; and faaciue 
Iwlterioa had heen newly erected mi each Hide. The allioH ivMolvod 
to make thenmoIveH maNtera ttf thene fortrt— th(« (*oinmodore not at 
douhtiug hia ahiliiy to ailence tluMU with the guim of hia lliM^t, whi 
did buforts HUiiHtst. A vooiMlingly , in the iweniug 1*J00 men wor«» Ui 
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attended by Knowles in his boat ; but an unfortunate gun, fired by a 
sentinel, alarmed the gnrrison ; and a few shots were immediately 
returned, which threw such a panic amongst tlie assailants, that thej 
fled with the greatest precipitation, each man taking his companion 
for a Spaniard. Nor did they recover from the effects of this ehame- 
ful flight, until they found themselves on board ship again. 

10. War in America. 

On the continent of America the operations of the war were very 
inconsiderable. General Oglethorpe hearing tliat the Spaniards were 
preparing another invasion from St. Augustine, assembled a b«»dy of 
Indians to act with his regular troops, and in the spring began liit 
march in order to intercept the enemy ; but he was in no conditi<m 
to undertake offensive operations, and as he was not attacked he re- 
turned to Georgia. 

11. War between Russia and Sweden. 

As soon as the Czarina Elizabeth had established herself on the 
thn>nc, she made arrnngements for Carrying on the war against 
Sweden with greater vigour than ever. To Marshal Lacy was given 
the command of a large naval and military force, which left Cron- 
sUidt on the 18th of May. after the Czarina had herself assisted 
at divine service according to the Greek ritual on board Marshal 
Lacy*s galley. The fleet consisted of seventeen ships of the line, 
and six frigates, with a large squadron of galleys, each with a crew 
of eighty men, under the orders of Admiral Count Golovin. The 
military force was foraied of nine regiments of infantry and eight 
companies of grenadiers, under Generals Lewaschew, Brilly, and 
Soltikdff. The Swedes, on their side, also made some warlike prepa- 
rations. A body of troops was assembled at Tornea, with which it 
was intended to invade Finland. The Swedish fleet was enabled to 
put to sea a month sooner than that of Russia, and had already, 
since the month of April, made several descents on the Russian 
coasts. Nevertheless on the 2nd of June Lacy arrived at HelMugfort 
with his armament. This port was the best in Finland, and its 
harbour could very conveniently hold 150 ships, but at this time it 
had no kind of fortification, not even a wall round the town. 
The Russians immediately erected four batteries. From this 
Marshal Lacy proceeded to Tweermundo, where the Swedish fleet 
was at anchor. The Marshal ordered Admiral Golovin to attack it» 
but he pleaded the naval regulations of the great Czar Peter, and 
found new excuses every day to avoid coming to an engagement. At 
length both fleets put to sea, and there seemed everv chance of a 
battle ; but after flring a few guns neither side seemed to have anj 
mind to continue the flght, and neither of the combatants e«»uld 
claim the least advantage. On the 23rd of June, Marshal Lai^ 
joineil General Keith at Stmtonga. Soon after, the congress that 
had been assembled at Abo concluded a treaty of peace, and in the 
latti>r end of August the fleets returned U* port The negittiatiuBa 
rere hastened by the activity and exertions of a Swedish CokMMl 
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. Lingen, who was sent with the preliminaries to the Diet of Stoekliolm, 
then occupied with the election of a successor to the crown. Lingen, 
I in order to take the shortest way, had to ti*averse the islands 
; of Aland, but he found all the inhabitants fled, and only an old man 
.' and his son with a crazy boat left. These two, with the asnistance 
of LiJigen, maiiaged to cross the sea, the one rowing, the other baling 
I the bcmt, and the third stopping up the leaks with tlieir linen ; but at 
I length he reached Stockholm, the very day that the congress wns to 
IMTOceed to the election. The wretched boat is still kept and shown 
as li curiosity, in which the colonel navigated an arm of the sea 
seTenty-two English miles across, in a boat such as few men would 
have ventured in to cross the narrowest river. Such an exercise of 
activity has claim to a place in military history, in proof that it is a 
quality which is open to almost every body to pracMse, and which 
generally leads to beneficial results. 
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1. PROJECTED INVASION OF GREAT BRITAIN. — 2. RETIREMENT OP AD- 
MIRAL SIR JOHN NORRIS — HIS CHARACTER. — 3. ADMIRALS MATTHEWS 
AND LESTOCK, NAVARRO AND DE COURT.— 4. NAVAL WAR. — 5 RETURN 
OF COMMODORE ANSON. — 6. WAR IN NORTH ITALY.— 7* WAR IN 
SOUTH ITALY. — 8. WAR IN THE LOW COUNTRIES; LOUIS XV. TAKES 

ram pibld. — 9. the austrians enter alsacr. — 10. tub french 
kino taken dangerously ill. — ii. frederick of prussia takes 
thb field and captures prague. — 12. the queen of hungary 
again appeals to the hungarians. — 13. thb emperor recovers 
bavaria. — 14. thb all es approach lisle and ravage france. 

1. Projected Invasion of Great Britain. 

The winter was passed by the belligerent powei*8 in preparations for 
the ensuing campaign. Hitherto Great Britain and France had engaged 
ihnply as auxiliaries, the one in support of the Queen of Hungary, and 
the other in favour of the Emperor and Spain. But this year the two 
rival nations became principals, and brought forward their whole 
strength by land and sea, for this arduous contest. War was formally 
declared by France against England and Austria on the 20th of March. 
Cardinal Tencin had taken the lead in the French administration, 

\ on the death of Cardinal Fleury. Tencin was wai*mly attached to 
the Stuart family, by whose interest he had been raised to the purple. 

' He was of an enterprising character, and now put himself into com- 

■ nonication with the Scottish exiles in Paris, to renew the negotiations 

■ with the same object which had languished during the laHt year of 
i Fleury's life. A correspondence was accordingly opened with the 
i malcontents, and the names of an association of the most zealous 
; Seottish Jaeobites which had been formed in 1740, at Edinburgh, 
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undor tho name of "Tho Concert of Gentlemen for managing; the 
King'n Affairs of Scotland/' were now carried to James at Rome, 
together with a list of Buch Highland chiefs as the suhscriben 
tliought would join tlio standard of tlie Stuarts, if it only eame 
accompanied by a body of FVcnch troops. At this period the efforts 
of Kngland were debilitated, and her councils distracted by feuds in 
tho govemmenti and the violence of contending parties. The people 
were enraged at tho m^'sterious inacticm of tho last campaign, whieh 
tliey justly a8cril)cd to the influence of German counsels and the 
political situation of the King as Elector of Hanover. An universal 
diHgust prevailed against the mcoHures of tho court, and a sullen 
8i)irit of discontent equally pervaded the parliament and even the 
cabinet. Encouraged by these favourable appearances, the small 
number of troops in England, the assurancoH of a prompt support 
from tho Jacobites, and even of a general revolt in favour of Charles 
Edward, tho Fivnch King enteriMl Moriously intt) the views of Car- 
dinal Tencin, who had projected tho enterprise, and tho highest 
h()])eH were entertained of success. 

Eighteen or twenty French ships of tho line, having on board 4000 
troops, under tho command of Marshal Saxe, suddenly appeared in 
thu English Channel. Tho naval connnander was M. de Roqnefeuille, 
who had sailed from Un^st in the month of January. An EngUsli 
cruiser having discovered them, ran into Plymoutli with tlie 
intelligence, which was conveyed to tho Admiralty. The British 
niiniHtry had already been a]iprised of the arrival of Prince Charles 
in IVris, whoso fatlicr, tho C'hevalier de St. George, being too much 
advanced in years to engage personally in such an ex|)edition, had 
been persuaded to delegate his pretensions and authority to his son 
(-harles Edward, a youth of promising talents, bravo and enterprising. 
Ho had departed from ll<mio about tho end of December, in the 
disguise of a Spanish courier, and in this disguiso pr«>secuted his 
journey to Paris suocoHsfully. Hero ho had been indulged with a 
])rivate audience of the French King, and he was now on board M. 
do Koquefeuille's squadron. In tho mean while, Sir John Norrts, 
Admiral of the Fleet (the highest rank in tho service), wm 
ordered to take the command of the squadron at Spithead, with 
which he sailed rtmnd to the Downs, where he was jouied by mora 
ships of the line from Chatham, and thus found himself at the head 
of a considerably hirgiu* force than that of the enemy. Tho French 
Admiral anchored off Dungeness. on the 24th of February, just ai 
the Hritish fleet, under Sir John Norrls, was seen to double the 
South Foreland frtmi the Downs. Though thu wind was adverse thej 
weiH» taking advantage of the tide to engage tho French fltH»t, when 
this failing, the English Admiral was obliged to anchor for the night 
two leagues off from tho enemy, who were in the utmost eoufiision. 
Do Koiiuefeuille called a council of war, in which it was deter- 
mined to avoid an engagenuMit, and make the best of their wav 
to Hrest. It was at this tinte a dead calm, a continuance of which 
would have prove<l their destruction, but on the turn of the tide Che 
wind freshened and soon increased even to a tempest. The French 
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*al could scarcely believe bis own good fortune. He ordisred 

ips to heave short at siinsot, and about seven in the evening 

up his ordinnry lights and hoisted sail to make the best of his 

Brest; but many of tiio transports were driven on shore and 

yedf and tho romainder reached the French coast in so j 

*ed a condition tliat tho expedition was utterly ruined, and the 

of invading Knghind coinpUitely disconcerted. Tho English 

)re were again masters of the sea, and the coast so well 

)d that the attempt could not bo made again with any pro- 

y of success. Tho young prince returned to Paris, where in' 

, and almost entirely neglected by tho Court of France, he 

)d to wait a more favourable opportunity. 

ETIRBMRNT OF ApMTRAL Sill JoHN NORRIS — HiS ChaRAGTRR. 

lough many may havo had the good fortune to acquire a greater 
Df popular applause, nono have Iiad a nobler and juster claim 
die gratitude than Sir John Norris, a brave and able com- 
r, but who was exposed to a degree of misfortune which is rarely 
to Attend a man through life. Seamen, who perhaps are the 
mperstitioua people in the world, constantly foretola a storm, 
ver Sir John put to sea. The fre({uent accidents which bofel 
ips and scjuudrons under his conunand, procured for him tho 
ical appellation of " Foul- weather Jack,'^ by which nickname 
I perhaps better known in the service than by his own proper 
jid title. The incidents of the war for the space of forty years 
he battle of Malaga, ofTiTod him no opportunity for groat dis- 
u; but during this* interval he whs continually employed both 
and land, and his profoHsional character was such as to leave 
ibt but that the same glory which is so fully attached to the 
of Russell and Hooko, would have been acquired by Norris, if 
1 had the good fortuno to experience the same opportunities, 
erted himself espeeiuUy in causing young officers to take an 
(t in their profession, and ordered them to make accurate 
its of the seas in which he connnanded, urging them to add 
remark and observation in their newer that occurred to them 
»fessional points. His fate led him to the Baltic more fVe- 
y than elsewhere, and he procured for his country such a com- 
cnowledge of the danircrous and intricate navigation of that 
at it became at length not much more difficult than that of 
lames. His abilities as a negotiator were undisputed; while 
nper both in that capacity and as a commander, was such as 
d him to tho praise both of friends nnd enemies. He now 
his Hag after an almost constant service of sixty years, and 
few years later. 

MiRALs Matthews and Lkstock, Navarro and Db Court. 

w days after the retreat of Iloquefeuille and tho disaster to 
al Ssxe's tranHports, 0000 Dutch troops were landed at 
lend as a contingent, which the States General were bound by 
* treaties to furnish ; other troops were raised at homo ; ftref 
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ships were equipped ; and the chief hinding-placea t>n the coast pat 
into a better state of defence. But the invasion of EUigUind was not 
the stile object of the armaments at Dunkirk and Brest: it was con- 
nected witli another scheme which, had it proved successful, most 
have given to the French the. empire of the seas. The Spanish 
Queen was impatient at being unable to intrigue freely betwem the 
Courts of Spain and Italy; and as the King of France bad been 
mortified by the defeat of his troops at Dcttingen, and other failares 
in Germany, it was agreed upon in a treaty signed at FontaiuebleAO, 
between France and Spain, that the combined fleets should destroj, 
if possible, the fleet of Matthews, which commanded the Mediterra- 
nean, and then directly afterwards join that of Brest, and proceed to 
the invasion of England. The Spanish squadron consisted of six- 
teen sail of tlie line, twelve only being fully manned, under Don 
Joseph Navarro, whose flag-ship the ''Real" mounted 114 guns; 
and that of France was composed of f«)urteen sail of the line, fonr 
frigates, and three fire-ships, under M. De Court, who hoisted his 
flag on board the " Terrible,'' of seventy-four guns. Their united 
force consisted altogether of thirty-four ships, containing 1^0 guns 
and 16,500 seamen. This armament yentui*ed out from Touhm in 
the beginning of February, against the British Mediterranean fleet 
of twenty-eight sail of the line, six ships of fifty guns, four frigates 
of forty, two of twenty each, and two fire-ships, making in all forty 
sail, having on board 2490 guns, 15,000 seamen, 800 soldiers, and 
commanded by Admirals Matthews and Lestock. But though the 
English were superior by three or four ships, these were foul from 
long service and cruising, while those of their opponents were dean 
and fresh from port: the crews of the English vessels too were 
weaker, although they had a greater weight of metal. 

On the 9th of February Captain March, in the ** Winchelsefty" on 
the look-out, reported that the combined fleet, French and Spanish, 
were under sail from the port of Toulon. At two in the morning he 
re}>orted nineteen sail at anchor, under Cape Sepet. Soon after 
light on the 10th, the Admiral, in the <* Namur," could see thirty-four 
ships under sail, and he immediately ordered his fleet to weigh 
anchor; but the enemy kept all day to windward of him, and appeared 
to have no intention to engage. By break of day on the 11th, the 
signal was made for the fleet to close with the enemy. The aetkia 
began about one. The Admiral's first intention was to have attacked 
the French Admiral in the ^ Terrible," and the ** Marlborough" and 
*' Norfolk " were to have been his seconds ; but finding M. De Court 
stretching away with all the sail he could, Matthews attacked the 
Spanish flag-ship the ** Real," in which was Don Navarro, and ordered 
the " Marlborough" to do the same ; at the same time he directed 
Captain Forbes in the " Norfolk" to engage Don Alvarez (the Spanish 
second in command), in the *' Constant," who soon bore away and nerer 
again shortened sail while she remained in sight The ** Marlborough" 
driving a little too near the ** Namur" in the heat of the action, oblised 
her to fill her sails and go a- head. This accident left her unaasistea to 
fight perhaps the then largest vessel in the world. ComwallylMr 
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, after perfomiing wonders, lost both his legs and his life by a 
hot, and about three o'clock the ** Marlborough *s" main and 
nast went by the board, but the lieutenant ctmtinued to fight 
vely. His name was also Cornwall, and he had his right arm 
Caton, the master, was killed ; two of the military officers 
d were also killed. The enemy fired chiefly at the masts and 
, though the Admiral engaged within pistol-shot ; nine men 
illed and forty were wounded, and the " Real** was totally 
1; the Admiral made signal for the *' Ann'* fire-ship to bum 
d she came within a few yards of the Spaniard, but the 
1 Admiral sent his launch full of men to take the fire-ship, 
scuffle both launch and fire-ship and all in them were burnt, 
ws, although the *'Namur** was much crippled, then bore 
pen the ^ Real,** but four of the Spanish ships immediately 
> to her assistance. Captain Forbes, in the " Norfolk,'* however, 

Dtin Alvarez, to whom he was opposed, to break the line 
1 the sail he was able to make. On the other hand, the 
\*' a Spanish ship of 60 guns, obliged the '* Pnncessa*' and 
rset*' to quit the EngliHh line. This being perceived by Cap- 
kwke of the *' Berwick,** he bore down and bravely engaged 
aiiard within piHtol-shot, soon dismasted her, and obliged her 
e, but she was afterwards retaken by one of the French ships, 
igagement with some of these ships was sharp, and lasted 
an hour, when the night parted them. During this time 
Court, the French Admiral, in the ^ Terrible," allowed Rear- 
d Rowley and Captain OHbome to come alongnide of him in 
rincess Caroline.** They had warm work together for nearly 
lOurs, when De Court act his fore-sail, and left them : there 
ut three of the French ships engaged during the day; the 
pt their wind in order to tack and weather The British 
dmiral, Lestock, had not brought up his diviHion during the 
>f the day, and only engaged the enemy at so great a diHtance 
;o produce the result he might have done, nor give the aid to 
niiral he was bound to do. When night parted the com- 
, the Spaniards had their flag-ship shattered, the ** Royal 
' disabled, the ** Poder** and another large Spanish ship, after 
been taken and retaken, finally burnt by Admiral Matthews' 
I ; but his own ship was so damaged, he was obliged to shift 
; to another ; his loss in men, however, was very inconsider- 
Next day the enemy appeared to leeward, and the .Admiral 
liaso until nightfall, when he brought to, that he might be 
l>y the ships astern. On the i3lh the enemy were again per- 

but at a considerable distance. In the morning of the H^** 
of them were seen distinctly by Lestock, and Iuh division 
ly gained ground on them by noon ; but Admiral Mat 
iplayed the signal of recal, and bore away to Port M 
the damages he had sustained. 

iwliile the conibined squadrons continued their course f 
lat of Spain, M. De Court anchored in the roads of ' 
tn Navarro sailed into the harbour of Cartbagena. Th« 
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Admiral was promuted for not being worse beaten than ho was. A most 
unjust accusation was preferred against him by Navarro of having 
dcsi^rted him in tlie engagement, and the Don claimed for himself tlie 
honour of the day. The Spanish Government were so convinced of his 
right to it, that they created him Marquis de la Victoria. Admiral 
Muttiicws suspended Lestoclc and sent him jirisoner to England on 
i the charge of disobedience of signals and misconduct during the 
I action ; but on his arrival he became accuser in his turn, and 
j Matthews was summoned home to answer for a charge of rasbneM 
, and precipitation, in engaging the enemy before tlie line was formed. 
I Tiieso two oflicers had, long before the engagement, expressed the 
! most violent resentment against each other. Matthews was brave, 
I open, and undisguised, but ])roud, precipitate, and imperions. 
Lestock had signalized his courage on many occasions^ and per- 
I fectly understood his profession, but he was cool, cunning, and vin- 
dictive, lie had been treated superciliously by Matthews, and in 
I revenge took advantage of his impetuosity by intrenching himsdf 
within the punctilios of discipline, and thus exposing his rival to the 
hazard of death, ruin, and disgrace ; though there is no doubt he 
! might have arrived in time to engage the united fleets of France and 
Spain, when in all likelihood they would have been destroyed* 
^iatthews was thought to have sacrificed his duty to his resentment, 
by restritining Lestock from jjursuing the enemy on the third day of 
the engagement, and that this proceeding could only be accounted 
for from jealousy and ill-feeling ; but in his own defence be stated 
that his orders were positive to guard the coast of Italy, and that he 
! did not think hhnself at liberty to neglect that important object, and 
' run tho risk of being driven down the Straits for the precarious pos- 
sibility of making a single prize, all the other ships of tho enemy 
sailing too fast to leave him any hope of coming up with them. The 
Conmions' address to thu throne had desired a court-martial, which 
was accordingly sunmioned, and of which Admiral Sir Chaloner 
Ogle was president. Several commanders of ships were cashiered, 
Vice-Adniiral Lestock was honourably acquitted, and Admiral 
Matthews was rendered incai)ablo of serving for the future in his 
Majesty's navy. The ])ublic were astonished at this sentence, which 
seemed to be intended by the Court as a warning t4» su|>erior ofiicera 
not to behave with haughtiness or insolence to their inferiors. Alt 
the world knew that Lestock kept aloof, and that Matthews rushed 
into the hottest part of thu engagement. Yet tho former triumphed 
in his trijil, and the latter narrowly escaped sentence of death (or 
cowardice and miKcon<luct. Such decisions are <tnly to be accounted 
for from the prejudice and faction then raging ui England. 

4. Naval War. 

Tho Uritish fleet in tho Mediterranean being towards the dose oC 
this year in great want of stores and provisions, Sir Charles Hardy, 
with eleven sail of the lino, was ordered to convoy a number of store- 
ships to its relief, but on his way out he was forced to put into 
Itisbon from contrary wuids, which detained him there. The French 
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liaving intelligence of this, ordered the fircHt squadron, with 
Q sail of the line, and six frigates, under M. de Rochambault, 
c up Sir Charles Hardy, wliich they accordingly did. On the 
}f this. Sir John Balchen, an admiral of approved valour and 
Kperience, was ordered to put to sea with great expedition. 
Bted his flag on board the '< Victory,'' 110, the largest and 
hip in the British navy, manned with a chosen crew of 1100 
id sailed on the 7th of August with a strong squadron, w-hich, 
g joined by a Dutch squadron according to treaty, amounted 
ity-four sail of the line. It is stated, however, that the 
ships were in the most miserable condition, and to so Iowa pass 
%t nation now suffered its marine to fall, that England was 
to furnish the materials and rigging for fitting them out. 
naking some valuable prizes on the voyage, they cast anchor 
tlie rock of Lisbon. The French squadron had, however, 
nd passed the Straits, and the combined fleet, being now at 
, proceeded with the convoy to Gibraltar. Sir John after- 
sailed in search of the Brest squadron, but as that had got 
into Cadiz, the allied fleet prepared to return to England ; 
inately, on reaching the Channel, a violent storm arose on the 
October, which dispersed the fleet. Most of the ships, how- 
feathered the gale, and returned in safety to Plymouth and 
lien's on the 10th of October, under Rear-Admiral Stuart, 
r John, and his flag-ship the ** Victory,*' were never more 
9f. She was supposed to have been driven on the coast of 
ley, and there foundered: 1100 brave men, with one of the 
Unirals in the service, and about 100 volunteers and gentlemen 
ine perished on this occasion. 

be East Indies this year Commodore Bamet and Lord Nor- 
saptured three French East India ships very richly laden, and 
idore Warren in the West Indies, with six men-of-war, made a 
numy prizes, and forced two small islands belonging to the 
1 to submit to receive Bntish garrisons. On the other hand, 
glish lost several ships this year to the enemy. On the 8th 
' the *' Northumberland," ^0, Captain Thomas Watson, forming 
Sir Charles Hardy's squadron, discovered three ships steering 
westward, and sacrificing every consideration to the hope 
lalizing himself, Watson immediately bore down upon them, 
me up with the French ship ** La Contente," 62, receiving her 
Sre. The captain passed on without taking any notice of her 
backed '* Le Mars," which after some fighting bore away much 
fd. He then prepared to receive the third ship on the 
» side, when a sudden call was heard from the quarter-deck, 
i firing, we have struck." The captain having been mortally 
ed, the cowardly master took upon himself to surrender, for 
he was tried by court-martial and sentenced to be imprisoned 
. Captain Watson was carried to an enemy's port, where he 
1 the 4th of June. In the month of October, the ** Seaford," 
amanded by Captain Pye, the " Solebay," 20, Captain Bury, 
te ** Grampus," sloop of war, were ^likewise captured, and 
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Captain Bury was tried on the charge of *' not making any defai 
nur attempting to disable tlie cham*," and was sentenced Ut for 
twelve months' pay; but no other trial is mentioned, nor are i 
detnils of other captures recorded. Commodore Knowles, in 
W<*Ht Indies, on the 29tii of October ran a large Spanish ship ash 
with treasure on boanl, fallowing her under the guns of a battery 
the south side of Martinique, which his own fire silenced as well 
those of the ship, but as he could not get her off, ha brought off 
captain and five of the crew, and burnt the vessel. 

6. Rbturn of Commodobb Anson. 

The remaining naval operations of the year were unimportant, if 
except the return of Commodore Ans<m, which took place on the 1 
of June, Hiter having completely rounded the terraqueous globe in 
space of three years and nine months ^ As has been already stai 
Anwjn had been sent in 1740 to harass and annoy the Spaniards 
the Coast of Chili and Peru, and having been separated from twi 
\m largest ships in a storm off Cape Horn, he had at last reael 
the solitary island of Juan Fernandez with one ship of the line i 
a sloop. Nevertheless he had made urizes of several vetselsy i 
burnt many towns and villages. Near the Philippine Islands hia s 
of the line was abandoned and sunk, so that nothing at length 1 
remained to him but the Commodore's own ship, the *' Centuric 
and so Madly had the crews been thinned by sickness, that even t 
WHS indifferently manned. However, thus left to himself, he bd 
conceived a projtfct of his own, which was to intercept the Spat 
galleon which sailed annually from Mnniila, one of the Philipi 
IslHiidH, and Acapuico in Mexico, laden with silver and other valua 
commodities. For this pur|>ose he set sail from Cant«tn, Noveml 
1742, and steered his course back to the Straits of Manilla, wh 
tliiH Mhip actually fell into his hands after a short but vigorous engi 
ment. The galleon was called the ** Nuestra Seftora de Cabadoun 
mounting forty guns with 600 men, and she was laden with treaa 
to the value of upwards of 300,000/. In the moment of vietoi 
fire broke out near tlie powder-room of the '* Centurion," which 
for the presence of mind of the Commodore would have blown 
victors into the air. Having thus secured his prize, and aold 
he returned by the Cape of Good Hope to England, where he i 
aiTived in |»erfect safety, having passed through a French fleet 
the Bay of Biscay in a fog without knowing it, or that there was i 
between the two countries. 

Asa passing remark it may be observed, that it was Anson*a ec 
dress at a gsU festivity that was the origin of the blue and wl 
nnifonn of the British navy. This occurred a few years h 
(1748), when an order was issued, requiring, for the first time, * 
unilomiity of clothing for all his Majesty's sea ofiioers, from the 4 
miral down to the midsliipman." 

^ The figure-head of Anson*! ship, the *' Centurion,** is still to be i 
reanwich Hospital, in one of the wards. 
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6. War in North Italy. 

The Court of Versailles determined to have four armies in the 
field this year — une commanded by Marshal de Noailles, another 
by Marshal Saxe, a third on the Rhine by Marshul de Coigny, 
and a fourth in Italy. This war was the great object of the 
Spanish Court. Dun Philip was nuw at the head of 60,000 men, and 
the French sent to his aid 20,000 under the young Prince of Conti. 
The campaign began early on the side of Piedmont. The Prince uf 
Cunti suddenly crossed the A1})S by the Col di Tenda. On the 3rd of 
March he passed the Var, wliich, descending from the mountain, falls 
into the Bay of Genoa a little below the town of Nice, and this place 
•nbmitted to his arms without opposition. But before the confede- 
rates could' advance farther they had to force the Piedmontese 
intreuchments at Villa Franca. The pi'ecipices, the defiles, and the 
dangers of this pass are not to be doHcribed, for here art and nature 
■eemed to vie with each other in making it impregnable. The King 
of Sardinia commanded his army in person with 30,000 men, and no 
precaution had been neglected to defend these approaches: yet the 
Piedmontese after a noble resistance were driven from their works 
with a Io68 of 2000 men. The confederate French and Spanish troops 
made themselves masters of the batteries defended by 6000 men, 
though the rampart was more than 200 fathoms above the level of 
the sea, and then proceeding from rock to rock fought a battle on the 
top of each ; but amidst these labyrinths of death it was found safer 
to push forward than to retire. The French and Spaniards afterwards, 
on the 12th of April, reduced the Castle of Mental ban, situated among 
rocks which form a chain of almost inaccessible ramparts ; but all these 
difficulties were surmounted by the valour of the confederates, though 
with a loss of upwards of 5000 men. The King immediately abandoned 
to the confederate army the whole te^ntory of Nice, and retired 
towards Cuni. The intention of the conquerors was to penetrate into 
the Duchy of Milan through the Genoese territories, a measure that 
would have been attended with the most fatal consequences to the 
King of Sardinia. Admiral Matthews, who at this time commanded 
the British fleet in the Mediterranean, sent a spirited message to 
the Senate of Genoa, declaring that if the confederate army was 
suffered to pass through the dominions of the Republic, he must 
consider it as a breach of her neutrality, and would be under the 
necessity of immediately commencing hostilities against her subjects. 
Alarmed by this threat, the Genoese, though secretly in the interest 
of the house of Bourbon, prevailed upon Don Philip and the Prince 
of Conti to choose another route, and the confederate army accord- 
ingly separated: 10,000 Spaniards were sent under the Duke 
d*Arcos to attack the Piedmontese, who had escaped to Onegli' 
These were commanded by General Sinzan, who fortifled himself 
Mich advantage that the Spaniards durst not attack him. They « 
accordingly recalled, but in their return they were so opporl 
attacked by Sinzan in their rear, and by 6000 Piedmontese in 
front, that they lost upwards of 4000 killed or taken prisonen 
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reached tlio main army with difficulty. The Prince do Conti with tbo 
French now determined to penetrate into Piedmont by Demonty and 
accordingly, on the 19th of July, defiled by way of BriaD9on, and 
attacked the strong fortress of Castel-Delfino, where the King of 
Sardinia was. The place was carried after a desperate assault ; the 
officers and men of the two confederate yet rival nations performing 
wonders. ** We may behave/' says Campo Santo to Las Minas, " as 
well as the French, but we cannot surpass them.'* The allies next 
forced the celebrated pass called the Barricades, which forms the 
entrance to the valley of Stura, and is a chasm scarcely twenty feet 
broad, defended by a triple intrenchment with a covered way, and 
also by the rapid torrent of the Stura. This was deemed impregnable, 
yet niucli to the consternation of the Piedmoiitese, it was earned by 
the confederates. The French, led by the Bailli de Givry, mounted a 
rock which was defended by artillery, and leaped through the em- 
brasures of the cann(»n as they recoiled. The Bailli, 143 officers, 
and nearly 4000 men, were killed or wounded ; but 2000 Piedmonteae, 
who defended the work, wcro put to the sword in sight of their King. 
The King of Sardinia had looked upon this rock as his greatest 
security, but it having been now forced, to the consternation of his 
army, he drew off his forces to Saluzzo, about seventeen miles from 
Turin, in order to cover his capital, for he was not in a condition to 
hazard a battle. The confederates, after singing a Te Deum on the 
13th of August, laid siege to the Castle of Demont, situated on a 
rock in tlio valley of the Stura, and naturally strong; but large 
sums had also been expended on it, to make it one of the strongest 
fortresses in Europe. It was, however, taken by the confederates 
in consequence of the explosion of a considerable magaxine, and a 
quantity of artillery and large military stores were captured in it. 
They next invested the strong town of Coni, witli a castle which 
had been ineffectually besieged in 1691 by a French army of 40/H)0 
men, commanded by a distinguished marahal. Baron Leutrum, the 
commander, being summoned to surrender, answered, ''He would 
ctmsidor of it next year.** The possession of this place was neces- 
sary to the confederateH, as it opened for them a passage into the 
Duchy of Milan. The King being reinforced by a body of f^m 
(iOOO to 10,000 Austrians under Pallavicini, which made his army 
3(),000 strong, resolved to attempt its relief. He accordingly 
advanced with a superior force and attacked the French and 
Spaniards in their intrenchments on the 24th of September; but 
after an obstinate engagement, in which valour and conduct were 
equally conspicuous on both sides, the Picdmoutese force was obliged 
to retire, with the loss of 4000 men, to their camp in the valley of 
Murazzo. Convinced of the high importance of the stake for which 
he was contending, the King on the 30th made a new effort^ and 
succeeded in throwing into tho fortress a reinforcement of 1000 men. 
with an ample supply of ammunition and proviuons. The French 
were said to have lost 5000 in this attack, and the Spaniardn SOOO. 
The Prince of Conti received two or three wounds, and had two 
horses killed under him. This victory, however^ did not produce 
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hny |Hri*fiiMM-lil u<ivhilUi[{ii L(i ihii l''r<'iii:ii iiiiil .S|»iiiiihii UtVi'tn. 'I'Uf. 
Vtwtt froiitiiii|ii(l U> iiiukii uii <it)>iliimL(i liitftiiicti iitiilur tlin (jovi-rtiof, 
ltkr<»ti l#<iutritiii. TIm* t)(iiii(if(in{( inviw with |iiTi'ihiiiii({ fur wunL oi' 
iiU|f|fli«f«« A j(*Tiittt*iil Hiitktii'Ntt tHuuinunuA \iy IIh^ riiiny m-uhdii uiul tlin 
uiiwhoUsti'MiM-iit'Mi of tlMtir DUiihLioii lii'^itii to r<:i{{ii fiiit'iti;( lIii-im, m'i 
lliiii iifi<*r iiiiiiiy (lifiilffritlioiiH uimI ri*|iftul<Ml ''MnrU Ui ulttrm iIih iiltu'ii^ 
fl(Mi |'liili|) ntiil IImi I 'ri lint of <!iriiti w<'r<i olili){i-(l lo raihn ilut hiff^i', 
kfurr it lind fMiiiliiiiioil iinlil ilm <*iiit ol NovciiiIht, Lo tliti itiiiKinL toLiil 
ntiit of tlmir Nrtiiy. Jti ilinir n-ln-nt tlii-y iliMifoytMl Uid ( luhiln of 
llrmolll, wliitili ilii-y 1i(k1 tuk<'ti willi mo iiiurli j{oo<t forliiiKi. Tliny 
itf#w wholly uvui'.iuittul J'iniltiioiit, tlioii(/li ilicy Hlill iviiiiimii-il iti 
pfMMfiHttoii Iff Havoy, wtti-ro iUfy Umk up ilii-ir wiiii<-r '|iiarL<-i'H, nlLi-r 
imvititf Mifffmil ilrnittlhilly wliiln r<'|mnhiii;{ iU*i liiouiiiitiiiH, from iliit 
ikvettji^Uiyi iiiutikoU ttiid kiiivi^H of llio iiiiuhuiilry, wliotm iU^Uin llicy hiul 
drMtinUiti. Tim Oiiiiit (lit Miiill'idoiM, lii-i»lliiir of Uio nmniliiti, (Um- 
iiu]{iii»liutl liiitiMilf ill itiiit rnli'iiul. I(if iMitiHi'd ovit llin'o liri(l((<'n in 
tilt luiit' ttf thn itiiniiiy, with otio ihttni'lioitMiL of lli<* itriiiy <;i»iiVoyiiif{ 
4fNlO ImcIkIi iiiuI*tm, uiiil 10<H) ivttmfoiiH, 'I'Imt t'oiifi-iitii-nLon uLturktMl liiiii, 
littt fcMilid iiiiti AlwnyH ulfjii to ili:fi:iiil liiMiiiiiif, hikI UiiH n('(viiii|ilihii- 
in«^it tit n. <liffi(!itll otijfrt wn,H i'l^^^n.v*U'^\ \iy f{iio<l jti'l^i-n mm u ^ffitL 
fmil ill witr« i&li'l KitiiiiMl liitii luurli ttn-iliL. TIk* (romliii't of Dio 
I'rili'ti Iff <^iiiLi, wlio lift'l |ii'i'foi'iiiir<l nil tlio (iiitinH of it \u^ro, ft 
fAiiKriil, ktiil a Noldirtr, witti iiUo iiiiirli n|i|ilitii'ii'(l ; )>tii tiio Mitriiuici 
«S*f \w MiilMf wlio liiul cotiiinfiii'li'fl tlio ,S|iiiiiiiili uriiiy, witirli lnul 
iiffVtir ti<-liiiVi*<l tintifir ill lift wiiolo liihLory, wttM (liH)(riiiTi:(l anil mmiI 
iiilri «txilo Ui kc<ip I'oiiijmiiy wiLli liio Iliiko do MoiiLoiiiur. Siurli in 
tliM UtiUiry of iiiiliUiry i!oiiiiiiiiiiil t 

7. War in Hoi/tii Itauy. 

Ill tliN Hoiiili of Itnly Don ('urloti, in violitlioii of IiIm iniforri'd 
iMnitrnliiy, IiimI JoiiiiMl tlm ,S|>Aiiihli ui'iity titidi-r tlio CmiiiL do (in^cN, 
witli UA/MMI of IiIh f»wii troo|iH, II11 jiutilii-d liitimi-lf liy clitii'Kiiijf lIio 
(^u*fAii of JliiiiKiiry wiili a wimIi lo i^xciLo u rtdioilion in IiIh d'HiiiiiiotiH, 
wIiikIi Unr fiiMiitriil, Iiotikowit/., ivitn lo fitvoiir liy itii itivitiiioii. Sho 
li««l illd«t<:d, wittl fotliititiHi iiiLi-'lti|Mirnii<!i->, rftiinod iiiniiil'i-MliiH lo lio 
rliniKTMid lit ttio Alini/xo mid ollior \nirtn of IiIh Siiriliitii Majt'nly'n 
rl'^iniiiioiin, nxitiiiiiK llio iiiliaWilunU lo riditd, and aIio Imd ordcrnd 
l«<ilfkowiix to iM^t iiiMiii lliniii. 'I'liift ifllifM-r wan <aiiMiiii|ioil at Moiito 
lii«tiilido, ill tlin iifiifliboiiritood of lloiii'', ulid Lli<i ,S|uiiiinli ai'iny, in 
111*' fiiolitli of •Juiiii, took |ioHl at Vi'll<'lri, in llu* (!iiiii|ia;{na di lioiiia. 
Wliiio tlin two ariiitoK wt^ro llnnt in ia'n*, Lolikowil/. ni'tiL a Hlroii^ 
dt^ta^tiiiioiit iiiidci' r'ontil Horo and (it-tiiTal < j'lraiii inlo llio iirovinoo 
of Atinixxo, TIiIn HUip, liowi-vor, jirodnci-d liuio or no oirci't, and tlio 
Au«triaii dotnfdiiiM-iil rolin^d at tin- a|i|iroai'li oi'tlio lliiko do Vi'Mivilii^ 
wiUi a «ii|M*rior nninlifr of Irooim. liolikowiU tlmn-foro I'lilliTli-d lii<« 
fiin^na Mild rnnolvnd to alliti'k tlio In-ad i|iiiirli<i'u of tlio iionri'dfrnLcit 
; at V«;tl<'in : lliin wnirirjiriMo lio (•oniniitLt-d in (!oiinl Jlrown, an alilo 
I and artivn K^nArai, wIki at tlio Inad offUNH) nlioNi'ii trooim Hnr|ii'ni('d 
tliii town III tlio iiIkIiI. Hrowii foriiiiTil tlm |ii'ini'i|)iil piirt of lilii troo|Mi 
iiilM two ooluiiiliM, Olio of wiiioli jioimtratiMl llm town, wliilo tlin oIIht 

K U 
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forced the position on the heights. The first column gained entrance 
before dawn, and driving before them the IriHh brigade, net fire 
to the suburbs, and spread general ccnistemation. The King t»f the 
Two Sicilies and tiie Duke of Modcna were in the utmost danger of 
being taken prisoners, and only escaped with difficult}' to the quarters 
of tile Count de Gages, who on this occasion acted like a gr^at 
captain. He rallied the fugitives, subdued the panic which had 
begun to prevail in the camp, and made a masterly di8p<iBition of his 
forces so as to cut cff the cncmy*s detachment from their main b<»dv, 
under the Marquis de Novati. Count Brown, finding himself m 
great danger of being surrounded, and seeing no prospect of asMSt* 
ance, effected a r(>treat with great gallantry, carrying off at the aanio 
time a prodigious booty. A great mnny of the Spaniards and 
Neapolitans were said to have fallen in this nocturnal encounter^ and 
800 men, together with Count Manini, a Neapolitan general, were taken 
prisoners, with many standards, colours, and other military trophies. 
The Austrian loss was about 600 men, but this exploit produced 
no consequences of importance. The Count de Gages exhibited 
a rare example of truthfulness and candour in tlie report he 
made of the affair to the King. " I have been surprised in my 
camp, which has been forced. The enemy even reached head- 
quarters, but have been repulsed with loss. Your Majesty's arms are 
victorious, and the kingdom of Naples is safe. Nevertheless, this 
has been entirely the act of your Majesty's troops, and I cannot but 
admit that their valour has repaired my fault, which would be more 
unpardonable if I sought to diminish it." The heats of autumn 
proved so fatal to the Austrians that Prince Lobkowitz, seeing his 
army wasting away without the posHibility of its being recruited, 
decamped from Faiola on the 31st of October, and, nian>hing under 
the walls of Rome, pasted the Tiber on the 2nd of November at 
Ponte MoUe, which he had only just time to break down behind him 
when the enemy appeared. The Austrians ffmnd great difKculty in 
getting away, and were closely pursued by their vigilant adversar}', 
De Gages, who attempted to cut them off by a rapid march before 
they could gain Perugia. Lobkowitz, however, reached it at the 
very moment when the lieads of the Spanish column were descried. 
At Nocera, Count Soi*o, who commanded the rear-guard, with many 
of his men, wore taken prisoners; and besides, tlio army suflfered 
much from desertion. Notwithstanding, Lobkowitz continued his 
retreat with equal skill and expedition; he crossed the mountains 
of Gubbio, and establiiihed his camp at Imola, 182 miles north-west 
of Home ; while Count de Gages t(M)k |)08t at Terni and Vitcrbo, in 
the liologncse territory, and both armies went into winter-quarters. 

8. War in tiik Low Countries. 

Franco, as has been stated, was not backward in her hostile pre- 
parations. The King assi^mbled an army of upwards of 120,000 
strong, furnished with a formidable train of artillor}* ; and on the 
12th day of May the monarch liimsclf, attended by his faTOurite 
ladirM, nnd surnunided by all the pomp of Knstern hixury, arriTed 



1741. I TtlK AIM rill A NM KM'KIl ALSACK. *)\\ 

At Linli* Rtiil I'i'vifWiMi iiit iiniix in tlii' uiljinTiil |iliiiii, Ih' \\:\h 
uei«iiiii|iiinirtJ \iy tint ('t»iiiit ilo NimilIrN, u iiitmhi (m|iiuI]^v lit I'm* i\w 
mlitlii't iili«l thn Hnlii ; hut llio fliii<t' imhiiiiiuiiiI, liii-ltiiiiilrlv Utv 
KintiiM*, wjiN VrnttMl in Mfti'niml ('nUiil ili« Sji\i>, wlm pnHNrnm-d ^rrul 
iiiiitljir^ ittltMilN, aii«l iiriivtMl to 1h« mu^ of i]ii« itmHt rnrtuiiuti' ^riin-iilH 
of llitt nifi* ill wlii«*h III* HvimI. TIii« iillifH iiml iiiiiIitIiiUimi in liiivti 
7A,1NNI iiirii ill tho i\vU\ Iti ii}»|ii)rtii lliti l''ri>iii*li iinuy ; Itiit no ^rii'V- 
iiiiitl^ liuil till* Uiilrli anil AiltlriitiiN fniliMl in llinir i>i)iiliii^riil, iiiiil hh 

many III llio llriliHii iiihi|»N had I ii withdrnwii in foiiMnifiicnriMir llio 

{imjiu'hid iiivaNJiiii tif lOiiKlaiid, thiil all ihiit cnuld hn ^l)l in^iaiu-i' wan 
a dim'iirihiiii iiiiiNt(«r oi lh<« truDpH nf all liii'mt iiiiiinim thai did not 
i'&i*i««m| A'2,fNN) iiii'ii. Mai'Nhal Waih*, ihi' )(i'iii«i*al nf tlm HritiHli fmi- 
tiiiK«'iit, WHM a tiiaii of a frolfnl and iiidnltMil iliH|iMHitii>ii, tuid (lifHO 
drfiTiN wri*i« hfi^htiMUMl hy advaiii'nd a^i*. Thi< l)iiKi« d'Ahifinhfi*^', 
mniiiiiaiiili'i' iif till* AiiNtriaii i'nriM'H, ivaH acfiini'd nl' hrin^ iiitinMiiixiniiN 
III |iriilrft liiN own iilad'H in tliM vicinily ui' llainaull, ihaii to net ior 
thi< (*iiiiiiiiiiii iMiiNi* ; and Priiicr Maunn*, id' Nai-iuii, iindiM* whom wwty 
iHm lliiudi tnio|iN, wan NO nliai'LliMl, un ithnnl, h.v |»i'iviili« innirniMionH, 
that Win liliiViMiii'litrt wrrn i*ir«MMUHlly I'lirrknl, In fart, thr SlulrN 
(iriitirui, nhii'iiii'd at tin* |iri*|)ai'ntiiiiiN of tlii« I'mudi, I'lili-ri'd into a 
iHH'n*t iMiiiiiiiniiii*tttioii wilh ihn l*'rriirli Kill^'H iinihuN>«itdiir at llio 
lla)(tir, tti riitri-at IiIn M.iJi-hiv to I'cfriiin frmn atlarUiii^ tiirir IroopH; 
and llirivlfiro tlii^y wiM'i^ al raid of irriiahn^ (]ii«iiioimn*h,ilionKh \ir iiud 
tidil ihiMii lip wiiH dnli'i'iniiind to furry on tiio war with vi^niir, Hiiico 
liii liuil tniiiid lltat iiioihM'ation nnly nmdo \\\h rncinirit nioro Intnictaido. 
I NrviTlhidnNH, throuKli tiio lhilf*h,tiiii I'mirli IvinK had privalo inli*U 
ii|{i'lft*ii iif all thiit paHMfd in llm allii'd rump, and proiUrd hy it. Tho 
allii*H ihiiN iiiniiti«ri'd and OiiiiiiiiiindiMl, poHinl ihiMiiHrlvi'N htdiind llin 
Srliiddl, lirin){ uitahli* lo rrlai'd lhi< advaiirn oi' llii« imiimiiv, wIio hfin^ 
(iM«ldy iip|HiPMMl hy iiifi*riiir and dividi'd lulvcmiirirH, on tin- I71I) <>f M'KV 
ri-ilui*tMl (•oiirtriiy, whirli in roriiirr linii'H had wiihntood roimidi'i'iihlo 
ariiiii*N| und within nix wi*i«kH tiMiU Mimihi, Vpri'N, Inirl Kiio«|ni% nnd 
Kiiriii'N. TlittiM* riiiii|iii'HtH NprtMtd nhirm lo tim ininoHt piovnirrN of 
llidlaiid. (Ml ihr'J'Jiiilnfiluno llir Ifritirtli (i«Mii*ral iMiniinpi«d Iiin lroo|iH 
kJiiiiK iht^ Srlnddt, wiih Ihrir ri^ht IviiiK hi«twiM'ii Virntr Hitd ihi* mill 
iif (laviv, and lln-ir h<ft fiinn llhiiro ti» Mryli-Ki'iH' 'IMio llanitvi^nHiiN 
liLi'wiiw iMiniiiipi'd Npparntidy on ihn Irit nl (ho UriliHii, Htrfirhiii){ 
fniiii Kwtliii|{i«u lo ICnunii* Ahhi«y, whrri' tho AnnlriniiN mrrii-d on 
thi* liiitMo 4hidi'iiardo, Hiid till* Onlrh Iroiii thcnro to Moldon. On 
t\w *i1Hli tho Kiii^ of rraiiro rntni'i'd Dunlvirk in Iriiunpli. lin wiih, 
' n«*vi*riht'lrNN, Hoiiii ohli^fil to i|nii tho mitiio of hin i*oiii|nrNl, and 
haNini In Mm drfoiiro of iiin own dominioiiH. 

IK Tint AHHTUUNH KNTKU AlJtACK. 

liOiuN hnd riiiriiNtrd tlm provinrn of AUuro to Mai'Nhal do ('oiKnVt 

who |iiiNttMl ITiN priiiripal for«*o on ilm l|n ii*h,and Iho miinaiil of <li<* 

Havarian litMipN, itndor SiM^lioiidnrl', iiilroiu'liiMl thi'inmdvrH mi llh^ 

milo (if IMiilipNhnr^ ; whilo tho haiikN of tho JMiiiio, from Mi'iit/. to j 

\ Furl l«iniia, w ro nimmiiimI hy wt^ry priMMiition. Tin' army of Maria 

I Tlit*r«*iu waa iiinlor llio coiiiiiiand of I'riiifo ('hai'h'n i>r l<<irraino, and ■ 
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numbrrad (10,000 men. Tliv Trlnc!!! duceUod tlie Fm»?li Mnrahtl l»| 
daUchiiiH Cioiioral Uoronclau tuwrirda Uorniwhoim, u if lie ititendM ] 
In vfToct D iJUvngB aver tlm KIiim nn thalildeg whitv Nadud ki ' 
Tranek criiMilnE the river in biiaU, at tha haad of WOO liuwara m 
imiilouni, aarpriMd three Bavarian iv|[linenli pMtu<l alinve Pbillpt- 1 
liilr)!, anil CDnfitructed brid|;eB ii«iii* tlie vIIIiikh of Sirliri'rk, iivur wlilali A 
Priiiof CI]nrlPiandliiBwli.,l,..,M 

Julf wHIliml llJW>, Blld BU(1<'<'»>'iv. 

uf >*<ulre, Oemi^slioim, am! l.niit 
iMot of WfiMeiiliurg. TliJK <' 

Bavarian Qenrrnls In rnlira Ui ^ . „ 

StrMburg. PriiiM ClinrUa, 1ii>wpvor, bjnckiicli'd t'urt Luuli, Md j 
prepared to enter Lnrralni!, whiah compulU'il King Sunidaiii to |l 
ntird from LunevlUe with nil liia court. Tlie KInR uf FraoM wm |I 
ao aoniior anpiiwd nf ilie Prince linving ]1)ims<I tlio Illiinc and pene- 
trated Inin LnwoP AImo?, limn li" di»|iiiti!lii!.l the T ' " "■'-■"- 

wttli 40.000 clnik" lrm\,ii to jnlii tli" Mnrshal <!<' < .<j 

liiiniiBlrriillaH'Hl Willi n riiHlKT ti'hir.>rc?nu'nt,liiHtiii'^ '.. 

NnaillKi [iBMBiJ tlin Vii»|;™ iiikI jiiiiKul Ciiitfnv at Mi.hli. n i(,. ' 

IStb of Augiial. On llio Slid tlm Miinliai Uellrialx liiiil hI-d intiiuil I 

liim, to that the tUrfo iiiaralials wvre iii>w at tlio head of I lOMt I 

tneu, wbilD tlie AuBlriana KltDgetlier did uut niuBlrF almve 70|000i I 

10, Tim FiMNCti Kmo TaKsn 



lent fever. Tlie pii^Hiclnnn iloa|iiilr«d 
his clilldren and tho \n,n.. - ,.l si,. 

to jn; tbeir Jut ituii 

■overeign. wiiD liiniBFlf ppHgianid fur di'atli hy Ih" <li' 
liilsiniMMaiid every mark of iienilBDCo; but Uie stiTu;:: i 
lUliilInn triompiied, and a« lie reeiivefed health he roii'lJi ■' lu.. mi.. 
trraMaand Tell Imoli o^aiii tnlo liin old VDlupluniu iiidnli'ni'''. From 
'' ' * legend waa eommonl]' applied to liim it tlM 



liiue— 

"Wlien tlio d*til wu tluk the devil i mnnk Would b«, 
Wlicii the devil wu well the devil h monk wu lie." 

Prinoi Chitrles waited till tli« SSrd of Augual vrltli Ilia armf dnwn 
np in nrder of battle, eap«ctlNg Ihn FreDoh lo«lt«ak lilm, whlah to th* 
amazemenl of all Kuropn ihey did not, fie then ffit hiniaidf uhllgtd 
b) go lo aiTCM Ihs pnigreaa ol thu King of Pfuuui, wIiu had a^ria 
rwumad hoetllitiea. IIh tlier*ror« rspnawd tha Rhine io the Tm* «f 
Ma enamji't nrmy mnoli anperior, andinanhad with Incradlbla axpe> 
aooa towards Uuuauworth TUla pMaagc at ft« Afw ■"»• Wiw& 
• bo AH Inglorhma to the Freiioh, m lUc \wMtii\4 ul li« ^XXwASfc \ 



DOAHlaglorltiua to the Freiioh, m tttc \WMtiiV 
"iderm All th'iB time yitM to the allied (loliBVfcX*. 
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11. Fbrderick of PuusfirA takrs the Firld and rAPTURFJi 

PRAOLK. 

Frederick of PruBsia Iiod for souio time viewed witli joalouRy 
the rapid hucccssch niid reviving; power of the AuntriaiiH. JIo hud 
indeed pledged himself Ut Maria Tlit^reHa both by public trcntioH and 
private pnimiHefl, but bin mind whh of that pnouilo-liberal Htiiinp 
which iH Huperior to ail nucli obntauleH to ambitidii. Voltairo had 
been employed by LouIh XV. to work up(»n thin inoimrcli to iTRuino 
the war on the side of Huliemia; but finding KriMliTick ntill wtiry, 
M. de Chavif^iy wan nont with mon; diplomatic influciico. Tlip King 
Dent to Parin Mai'shal Stibmettau, and on ihn I3th of Miiy, at Frank- 
furt on the Maine, ho nigiied a treaty with the Kiiipire, Fianec, and 
Sweden, and fteized the critical opportunity wiion the AuhiHuu 
diiminiona were drained of troojm to reconinienco lioHtilitieH. On tlH3 
Otli of Augunt, ho publinhed a nianifeHto, and forthwitli entered the 
Kleotonite of Saxony and Holicniia at the head of H4,0()0 men, with 
aixty pieccfl of cannon and thirty nmrtarH, having und>r liim tho 
Princo of Anhalt and MarMlial Sehwerin; wiiile another army of 
20.000 men under General Marwitz advanced tllrou^h .SilcHia into 
Moravia. On the Kjth of September, the King took l*rague after a 
ten daya* siege, making tho garriaon of 16,000 nn^n priaonerH of wur. 
The command of the place had been entruHted to the aanie Ogiivie 
who liad formerly been Hurprined in it by the Ooimt de Saxo. General 
IlaiiMch conmianded under him, wliilo General Ihittliyani wan eii- 
campi'd at J Mann with 30,000 men to int(>rrupt the niege. lie then 
reduced Tabor and other ttiwnn, and made bimHelf maHter of all 
Holiemia eaMt of the Moldan; nor wero the AuHtrian furccH in all 
that kingdom able to Htop his progrena. The city of Vif>nna even 
liegaii to tremble and to prepare againnt a niege. On tin; fn'Ht move- 
ment of the King of Prumia, Maria Th(>reNa, undaunted by nuch a 
reverse, recalled Prince ('harioH of liorraino from liin conqnnHtH in 
Alaace, who marehed to the Danube, laid the Upper Palatinate 
nufler Cftn'tribution, and entering lioliemia joined tlio troops under 
Uatthyaui. . 

J 2. The (^vkkh op Hunoaiit auain aitralb to the IIunoaiuan 

PROI'LK. 

Tho chief resource of Maria Therena lay in tho affecticms of 
h«*r Hungarian aubjecta, and on the 0th of Seyitember, to animate 
thi*ir xeal she again repaired to the Diet in peraon, attended by her 
huNbaiid. At PreHburg Count Palfly, the venerable Palatine, w't up 
the (n*<'ntred standard of the kingdmn, as a nignal for a general l(!vy: 
44,0(NI m«n instantly took the field, and another body of 30,000 held 
tliemHoives in readineHS as an anny of reRerve. Wo have a jjood 
picture of tho character of this most wonderful woman, whoHe prc- 
Bimro ctmld work such wondera with her subjeetM, in the letter hIio 
Si'nt to old Palffy, with a present of her own horse, richly caparisonejl, 
a gfihl-liiitcd sword ornamented with diamonds, and a ring of con- 
siderable value — 
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»• Knthor rulffy, 

** I Hoiid you thiii horiu*, worthy of boinj^ mounted by none but 
tho moHt /calouM of my luoHt faithful HuhjectM; rccoivu at the Mini« 
tinio thiri HWitnl, to ih'fiMul mt« ngiiiuHt my i*nomU*8, and Uko thiH ring 
&H a mark of my afToctiou for you. 

''Maku Tiikrkiu.'* 

Tho Kiuf^ of Poland, KliTtor of Saxony, at thiH juncturA dodarpd 

in favour of hor IIunKarian MajcHty, and PriiUM* (MuirU>H wan n*iii- 

fortvd by 20.(MM) Saxon IrtHipM under the Duke of Saxo Weiimenfela. 

Tho (>oml)iiu'd army waH now auperior to that of bin IVuMiiaQ 

MiijeHty, whom they rt'Molved t(» enicagi*, but he n^tirtMl Itefort^ them, 

and having evacuated all the plaoeH lio had gan'iNonrd in HohemU, 

' reHolved to n^tn^at with )»reci}dlaiiou into Sileaia. It may oxrice 

HurpriHe that ho |(rt*at a general and mi wiae a ptditieian aa the King 

of I^'UHHJa, Mhould have been compelled to ho Htartlin)^ a reverse 

after the pntdigiouM aiul bl(Muih>HH udvantagcH he had joined ; but in 

truth he hail been dect*ivefl by France in ivH|M'ct to the King of 

j Poland, and waa aHtounded at the French army having |M»rmitied 

I l*rinct» dt.irleH to refuiHri the Rhine. He, thert'fort*, aa Hiiddeiilj 

I evacuated Bohi>mia aa he had eiiteitMl it. Hulow, Fre<lerick*a aiite-de- 

> camp, rontrived to pana throuKh the emMuy'a troiijM with onlen to 

(i moral KiuHiedel to evacuate Prague and blow up the fort iticat ion* ; 

but he omitted to do the laat. and waa ilia^raiUHl for the omiaaion. The 

main army conunenced ita n^tn^at in three ctdumna, and entrred 

SilcHia in the bt*|(inning of December, vt>ry nmch haraaMd on iU 

nuin*h by deaertiouH, hartlahipH, and pandoura. 

13. ThR Km1*KUOK RK(<OVKIia lUVARIA. 

During theM> trannactiona Count Strkcndorf maivhod into IlavarU 
at the hfad of a htrouK for(M>, dntve thu .\uatriana out of the Klw 
toraie, and the Kmpei-or regained |H)aat>Naion of Munich, hia capital| 
on tlit« :2*Jud day t)f Octobrr. The French anny, hcmui afti»r Uie 
retreat of Priufe CharlcH tif Lorraine aufl the n'M»very of the Khig, 
paKH«'d the Uhine in Auguat at Fort St. Louia, and on the SOtli of 
OfUibor Maralial ('ni^ny invoated the atrong and imiH>rtaiit town of 
FivibiirK, the bulwark of Auatria. It wua tit'fcndcd by tioneral 
I>amiiii% at the head of [HHHi vrterana, who made incre<libU* effbrU 
tt> hiild the place, which they did until the 2H(li of Novembor, after 
the tri-ni'heH had been f>pened forty-five daya; nor did they aurrvilder 
until the town wim rediicfd to a heap f»f ruina, and half the garriaon 
df'Htroyi'd. The beaifgd'H tlu'maelvea loat the incrt>dible nunilier of 
1M,(N)0 uien. The Frt'nch Ku\^ had hfn* the gtMal fortune lo Mreure 
to his arniH the aervicea of fount Liiwendahl, aa great a goniua in 
the art f>f atiackiufc and defiMiding fortificationa, aa any man of the 
time; and it waa very much owiug to hia intr«'pitlity and akill, and to 
the perattnal prearnce of the King (in oppiwition to the advico of hia 
pliyNicianH), that hia trtiopa aurnnmnted the difliculty of the under- 
taking. With thia coiiqueat the French King cloned the cani|iaign, 
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aii'l ritiiiniiiiil hin uriiiy nloiig tliu lUiiuu uiulisr ilm comiiniiHl nf iIih 
> Cuuiit d<t MjiilltiUfiH. 



I 



14. Tub Allulh AfFOOACii Lihlk anii uavauk tiik <!oiJNTur. 



!ly iliM iltftHL'hiiieiitM (IfHWii from tliu l'V«'iinli tinny Ut tippoM* ilm 
I'riwM of I^ii'miiitt ill Flunderii (!iiiiiit Snxii iuxitid iiiiiiM'lf iMniHidiT- 
ibly wtiukar tliaii the alliuH: lie tlmroforu throw up HtrmiK iiilri'iich- 
nitiiiU liMliiiid th« LyH, whuru hu miiiuiiiud <iii tint (hifciihivM until ho 
WM rtriitfonseil by (^aiut du Cli^ruiout, who «iininuiii(lifil u Hi'piiruiit 
crti'iiH oil tliai bidii iif Nitiupoi't. Tliii (!OiirMli'i'at<<H to tli<i nuiulMtr of ' 
70,1100 iii«ii iimuksd IIih Sdtehlt on tliu 21Uh of July and itdviuii:<'d | 
i lowMrdrt lltilcliiu, hut Count Shxo wom ho advantaK«rounly pohtcd | 

tliAt ihtsy could not attack him with Htiy proHpi-»t of advnntu'^o. 'J'lu'y 

I UirMrforti uMivtid off in Hi|{lit of Tournny, and on iho (Itli of Au^uHt 

j riieaiii|M*il on thd plninH of J^inlt*, in ordur to draw away tin* FriMidi 

' (!iiiumaiid«r from thu pomtion in whiiili ho waH ho htroii^Iy foriili«Ml. 

' Had ihny at onco inveiiU'd tho plnnu it would in all prohahility liavo 

j fallrii into their hatidH, for thitro worn only two or tiim< hattalioiinof 

imlilia in i^arrinon. Haxo hiniHtilf waH hrard itftt^rwardn to own that 

j lu} |(Avti up LiHio aa lont. it in iuront'oivHlilo tliat tliin fliio and 

I numfrtiuH army hhould havu hft*n nnprovidcil with licavy itrtilli-ry, 

' tut ilia Urititih Hictfu-train, on wliidi alono tliny rrlicd, waH huff(<rtMl 

all thU timo to lie mactivH at Ontnnd. Inhtta<l thiTtifori) of atiacUin^ 

.Sasis or inveHtiiiK Liftlu, tiio (;onftMli*rati*H foraged tint rountry and 

laid it undiT eontrihuiion ; whilo MarHhal >Snx« on tho lOtli of 

AuKUMt tlirow a conHiiluriihle rcinforcLMntfUt witliout ntmtrurtion into 

the titwn. (infortunati^ly, aa huH hm*n alrfiidy Htatcd, tho IjciifralH 

wero dividfd in th«ir opinionn on tivrry mihjiM't that ttould ho hrouKht 

btrfom thoni, and duHpiiuMl onu annthfr. Ac'cordiiif^ly, afti'r rfiniiinin/( 

iu Miulit of LiHiii and piilitffinK tho HurrnundinK noip;hhourli(»oil, in 

wlik'li tliey werii not moUiHti'd, thity rutirnd to ilu-ir former ramp on 

tliit Svhiddt, ami wjon aftt^r wont mitt wintttr-quarti'rH. ('ount Siixu 

at length quitttfd hin uamp, and hv way of rii|irihal M^nt out a doiiurh- 

nietit to niVH)(n tho Ijow (Jountrii'H to tho vory i^atrH of (Jhcnt ami 

ItruKra. Nothing riMuarkahlo happcnod aftor thlM till a Hriiihli 

(Inlaehmiflit t<H)k DuyuHo: on tho Iftth of Octohcr it rroHHrd tho 

Lym ill four uolunniH, and on tlio 'iOtli all wf^nt into wintor-t|uarloifi. 

Tho eondui't of tho alliod (JftioriilH wan Hovoroly i!tinHur(M| in Vai^- 

land, and ridieuUd in l''ran(!ti, whore it hueamo tho Huhjcct of farceH 

Mid iianioiniim^ii. 

Aliff tha Hi^Koof Freihur|(, tho Miu'Hlial DuUodo Ilolh-iHio and hiit 
brothrr, oil thoir wuv to llurlin, hiip|MMiod on tho (Hh of DfCfinhiT to 
halt at thn villaKo of KlhiiiKomdo iu tho Ilarl/. I'ortiHt, a dopi'inioncy 
of thti I'iJMctiir of llanovtfr, whoro tln^y wcro Hoixod hy tho nutf^ihtratoH 
and ui>iivi*yrd pi'iHonisi>H to KiiKlaml. Whi'ii tlioy landi^l thoy woro 
nmdiirtitd to Windmir (!aHtlii| and only mlraHod, aflfr nonio iiionlliH* 
dfii'iilion, upon tho roportnf tho throo liriiiHh Fiold-MurHhiilH, Stair, 
Cobliain, and Wailoj after a due examination of tlio wiiole cabu. 
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1745. 

1. RISE OF EUROPEAN ARMS IN INDIA. — 2. DEATH OF THE BMPKIUni 

CHARLES VII. AND ELECTION OP THE DUKE OF LORRAINE. 3. WAB fV 

THE LOW COUNTRIES. 4. BATTLE OF FONTENOT. — 6. CONSBQUENCBi 

OF THE BATTLE.— 6. WAR IN SILESIA.— 7* BATTLE OF B6HKRFRIID- 
BEUG. — 8. CONSEQUENCES OF THE VICTORT. — 9. THE AUSTRIAN8 AD- 
VANCE AGAINST THE PRUSSIANS. — 10. BATTLE OF SORR. — 11. DRSMIIBOF 
AUSTRIA AND SAXOMT AOAINST BERLIN. — 12. FREDERICK AGAIN TAKO 

THE FIELD AFFAIR AT IIENNERSDORF. — IS. BATTLE OF KI-SSELSDORF 

— I'KACE OF TiRRSDEN. — 14. WAR IN ITALY.— 16. WAR IN OERMANT.^ 

I 16. NAVAL WAR.— 17- RKDUCTION OK CAPE BREFO.N. 18 RBBRLLIOH 

I IN SCOTLAND. — 19. PRINCE CHARLES LANDS AND RAISES HIS STANDARIK 

I — 20. THE REBKLS TAKE POSSESSION OF EDINBURGH. — 21. THE ROTAL 

; ARMY LANDS AT DUNBAR. — 22. BATTLE OF PRKSTONPANS. — 23. MARSHAL 

I WADE DISPATCHED TO THE NORTH.— 24. CHARLES AT HOLYROOD 

PALACE. — 25. THE REBELS ENTER ENGLAND. — 26. CHARLES AT DERBT. 
— 27. THE REBELS RETREAT INTO SCOTLAND. 

r. Rise of European Arms in India. 

About this tiino India begins to come upon the scene of militaxy 
liiHtory; for although AriinKzehe died in 1707» and his ^1**1'.^ ^^ily 
flickered among his successors until Nadir Shah appeared, who, Iiaving 
raised himself to the throne of Persia, in 1739 overthrew the power 
■ of the Moguls on the plains of Karnal, yet uo material consequenrM 
to the Indian Peninsula ensued: and it was not until this year that} 
I on account of the war between France and England, a BritiHh fleet 
I was dispatched to the coast of Coromandel, which was noon followed 
I by a French squndi*on under La Bourdon iinis, a man whose name is 
j eminent in the history of the brief but inglonous career of the French 
in the East Indies. Duplcix also, the French Governor of Poodi- 
cherry, a man in whoso character ambition, vanity, and duplicitT 
reigned to such a degree, that it is impossible to determine which 
]>redoininnied, is a cliariicter of the present period. Young CUva 
arrived in India at this time, and although the counting-house and the 
wan>h(»use were his present fields of actitin, yet he was very shortlj 
t«> uKHume the sword. He became prisoner of war when Madras was 
first taken by La i^)urdonnais, but succeeded in making his escape 
to Fort St. David, and obtained an ensign's commission a jrear or 
two later. The t<irch of war was now fairly lighted, and the Euro- 
peans l>egan to jostle out the Orientals from this time forvt'ard, tha 
im{K>rtant results of which entitle the subject to this passing notice. 

2. Death of the Emperor Charles VII. and Election of tbb 

Duke of Lorraine. 

On the 20th of January expired at Munich Charles VII., Emperor 
of Germany and Elector of Bavaria — 



I 
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" The bold Davaiian who in lucklcra hour 
Tried the dri'ud suDiinit of Ca>Mirian power/* 

It was not until his elevation to the imperial di;;iiity that he became 
unfurtiinate; and, to add to his diHaetei'H, he was atfliettMl with a 
coin plication of bodily disorders, contracted by the continual loHses 
■nd mortificatiims he had met with since his election to th(> imperial 
throne, so that to him life had ceased to be dcHirablo. II in death, 
hiiwever, entirely changed tiie face of affainf in the empire, and all 
the princes of Germany were in -conHterinUinn at the prospect. The 
Urand Duke of Tuscany, consort to Maria Thcrosa, immediately 
put himself forward as a candidate for the imperial tliroiu', but his 
pretensions were warmly opposed by France. The court of Vienna 
(taking advantage of the late Emperor's death in the month of 
March) sent an army to invade Bavaria under the command of 
Gen«^ral Batthyani, who routed the French and Pal.ttine troops at 
PfaflTenhofen, took posHesHion of Rain, surrounded and diHiirmed 
COOO Hessians in the nei);hhouriiood of In^olstudt, and dn)vo the 
Bavarian forces out of the Electorate on the 10th of April. The 
young Prince was obliged to abandon his capital and retire to Augs- 
burg, wiiere he found himself in danger of losing all his dominions. 
Tbe agents of France tampered with all tlie princes of (jlermany, and 
employed their hifluence at the court of Munich to revive the Uava- 
rian pretensions to the imperial throne, and ust'd all arts to induce 
tlie Elector not to decline the contest. The British cabinet op- 
|HMie<i the intrigues of Franco, and wished to secure the crown to the 
Grand Duke. In this emergency British influence prevailed, and 
for once inspired the court of Vienna with sentiments of modera- 
tiun. On the other side, the young Eli>ctor yielding to the scdicita- 
ti«ina uf his mother, the Dowager Empress, which were enfoi*ced by 
tbe advice of his uncle, the Elector of Cologne, and of Count Secken- 
dorf, the Bavarian General, who exhorted Iiim to be reconciled 
with the court of Vienna and Maria Theresa, at length concluded a 
treaty at Fuessen on the 22nd of April. The Queen consented to 
recognise the im|>erial dignity as having been vestitd in the P^lector's 
father, and to restore his dominions with all the fortresses, artil- 
lery, stores, and ammunition which she had taken ; and, on the other 
liand, the young Prince engaged to give his vote for the Grand Duke 
at the ensuing election, and to guarantee the Pragmatic Sanction. 
As no oilier candidate made his appearance at Frankfort, whither 
tbe Grand Duke repaired in person on the 2nd of Sejttemher, he 
was elected on the 12th with the usual forms Emperor of Germany. 
At his coronation on the 4th of October he asHumed the title of 
Francis I. Thus had Mariu Theresa the satisfaction of placing the 
imperial crown on the head of her illustrious consfu't, and of 
mtioring it to her family, in which it had been worn for an almost 
uointerrupted period of upwards of 300 years. 

3. War in tiik Low Countries. 

While the allies were negotiating the French took the field. 
Ijouis XV. had two leading objects in view — to obstruct the election 
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of (be (xraiid Duke and to complete the conquest of Flanders. Ac- 
cordingly he assembled two j^rand armies. One, under the Prinee of 
Ctinti, was posted on the Maine, in order to prevent the Queen uf 
Hungary fi*om employing a superior force against the King of PmsMi 
as well as to overawe the deliberations of the Electors mt Frmnkfort. 
The other, estimated at from 76,000 to 80,000 men, was commanded 
by Marshal Saxe, under whom the Duke de Noailles consented to 
serve as second. Louis XV., accompanied by the Dauphin, re- 
paired to the camp, and joined it on the 6th of May, accom)iftnied 
as usual by the mistress just risen into favour, Madame d*£tiol«a. 
The campaign was first opened in April on the side of Flmnden. 
England had furnished her full contingent of 28000 men to the 
allied army that opposed Marshal Saxe, but HolUuid only brought 
into the field less than half of those she had engaged to send, and 
Austria had sent no more than 8000 cavalry, so that the whole foree 
only amounted to 53,000 fighting men. The nominal commander 
was the young Duke of Cumberland, a brave but inex|>erieneed 
young prince, but he was subject in a great measure to the etmtrol 
of the Austrian Grenerai, the veteran G»unt Kfinigsegg, who had 
served with distinction in the wars with the Turks, as well as againrt 
the French in Italy and Germany. The Duke was also ordered to 
confer with the young Prince of Waldeck, the chief of the Dutch 
contingent. Against these inferior forces and divided councils Mar- 
shal Saxe took the field at the head of 70,000 of the best troopa in 
France, with 160 guns of heavy calibre and sixty mortars. 

After having made a feint against Muns, he rapidly turned and en 
the 26 th of April invested Tournay, one of the strongest towns ill 
the Austrian Netherlands. On the 30ih the trenches were opened. 

I The garrisnn, couKisting of 8000 Dutch troops, was commanded by 
Baron Dorth, though the civil power was in the hands of the Ana- 
trians. At the earnest entreaties of Waldeck and the States General 

I the Duke of Cumberland with his inferior force determined to at- 

I tempt the relief of Tournay, though it was one of the strongest for- 
tresses in the Netherlands, and was well able to stand a siege, gar- 

I risoned as it was and well supplied with every thing. If however 
any thing was to be gained by a movement of the army, it should 
have been done at once, but time was l(»8t, and before the allies got 
near Tournay they found the French well pre|utred to meet them, 

I and they therefore encamped between Bouginea and Moubray, within 
muKket-shot of the enemy's advanced guard ; and on the evening »f 
the 10th dislodged the French advanced guards from the defiles in 

t front of the enemy's camp. 

4. The Batilb op Fontenot. 

By those delays which are so frequent in the councils of confederate 
armies. Marshal Saxe had time to make the most excellent disnoai- 
' tions til receive the allies : leaving 16,000 men to cover the blockade 
i of Touruiiy, he set himself to select a post, where, assisted by the 
I nature of the gnmnd, he could raise the most formidable intrench- 
I mcuts and batteries. He chose an eminence on the gentle heighto 
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that rise from the right bank of the river Scheldt, having that river 
aud the village of Antoin on his right, and the village of Fontenoy in 
the centre, whilst the left waa drawn baick to rest upon the wood of 
Barrtf. Along the front, a small plain gradually descended from the 
camp towards the rivulet of Vezon, and the ground was embarrassed 
by defiles, coppices, and hedges. Upon this posititm the French 
moonted no fewer than 220 pieces of artillery. In the rear, at 
Calonne, there was a free passage across the Scheldt by means of a 
liridge defended by a tdte-du-pont ; aud a strong body of troops in re- 
serve was placed jost above the bridge of Noti*e Dame-aux-bois. It 
may have been that the young Duke of Cumberland had not had suf- 
ficient experience to detect, at a glance, the difficulties he had to en- 
eounter in venturing to attack the experienced old Marshal in such a 
poatiiin ; nevertheless he determined to engage, notwithstanding 
every disadvantage, in order to retrieve the glory of the British arms, 
vhieh had been thought to have been tiirnished by tho inactivity of 
the last campaign. They relate an anecdote, not altogether out of 
iJaee here, that on a question being once asked whether 10,000 
British could beat some admirable troops then under review, tho 
reply was, ** I cannot tell whether they could or not : I know that 
even 6000 would try ^.** The allied troops lay now upon their arms, 
as night fell, nothing daunted by the strong fortificutions, superior 
Dombers, and ample preparations of the enemy, but full of that calm 
lelf-reliance which is so peculiarly the characteristic of the British 
Boldier. 

Let us now cast an eye over the field of battle of Fontenoy, that we 
may behold at a glance the dispositions of the two armies. The whole 
field did not exceed 1000 yards one way, by about 1800 the other, so 
that it was something like a duel across a handkerchief. Atitoin lay 
to the right of the French, where a powerful battery was erected, 
reaching quite round the village to the Scheldt. In the centre, at the 
village of Fonteuoy, was another very strong battery, and there is a 
space of about 1000 paces between the village and the little wood of 
Barrtf in front of Vezon. The Marshal had established some formi- 
dable redoubts at the edge of this wood ; but had left the intermediate 
interval to be defended by the cross fires of the works which he had 
erected on either hand. After the battle he remarked to the King, 
that he was sensible that he had committed a great fault in not 
having placed another intrenchment in the narrow space between 
the village aud the wood, for it was at this point the English column 
penetrated, but he added, ** Je n'ai pas cru qu'il y cut des gen6raux 
aasez hardis pour hazarder d^passer cet endroit'.'' Every thing was 
previously arranged by Marshal Saxe for either a victory or defeat. 
Against the latter alternative, the bridge of Calonne, the station 

1 This moif after having been attributed to Sir C. H. Williams, Sir A. 
Mitchell, or others, at the Court of Frederick tho Great, has been very 
properly claimed by Lord Stanhope, for his ancestor. General Stanhope, 
vhen he accompanied Lord Cobhaui on his cmbassv to Vienna, in 1714. 

* 1 did not expect that any general would be bold enough to attempt to 
pass that ^pot 
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allotted to the King and Dauphin, was ti> be kept clear, as wt 
road by the Lower Scheldt towards Toumay. There ne^ 
dispositions better made, but it must be admitted that the 
of the French Generals towards the Marshal, already old i 
infirm from disease, was most admirable — a foreigner, anc 
time suffering so much in health, that he could not mount 
but went about in a light horse-chair made of wicker. The 
Duke of Noaillea, who had himself commanded French armiei 
him quite as his aide-de-camp, sacrificing all jealousy of com 
the good of his country. He commanded at the village of F 
and on taking his post bade adieu to his nephew, the Duke d 
mont, when he also repaired to his division ; but one of the ft 
of the day struck down that young nobleman to the ground. 

On the side of the allies, their right wing was composed of the 
and Hanoverians; their left of the Dutch and Austrians, ui 
Prince of Waldeck : these last undertook to reduce the red* 
Fontenoy, and to pass between that village and Antoin. J 
the morning of the 11th the right wing of the allies formed 
lines behind the villtige of Vezon : the first, which was the 
under General Zastrow, skirted the village, but the ground 
front was not favourable to that arm, and they rested in resei 
second column consisted of four battalions and some six-p< 
under Brigadier Ingoldsby, and marched thi*ough the villi 
directions to attack the fort on the verge of the wood, wl 
mounted with cannon. Lieutenant-General Sir James C 
was ordered to cover this attack ; and the fourth column, com 
by Lieutenant-General Sir John Ligonier, was to extend itse 
the plain towards the village of Fontenoy, so as to facilitate W 
attack. This disposition was arranged with considerable s 
the march of the columns was directed by the Duke of Cum 
in person. The success of the whole however depended 
upon Ingoldsby*s carrying the redoubts called ** of Veion " i 
Battens." 

The Brigadier-Greneral, having to take a Hanoverian regim 
him which lay at some distance off, halted till it joined him, 
afforded the enemy leisure to make better dispositions to reoe 
He then unwisely delayed the attack to consult his officers 
manner to attack the redoubts. In the mean while Sir Jame 
bell was struck down by a cannon-ball, which disarranged the a 
and this accident, together with the delay in Ingoldsby's a 
left the flank of the English infantry under Ligonier expiv 
though they were immediately formed up with admirable i 
and led forward by that general and Albemarle with great 
dity, yet it had a damaging influence on the fortune of the da 
space on which this column advanced was so narrow, that i 
from necessity as choice, they remained in a close and 
column. The fire from the enemy's batteries was so heav^ 
swept off whole ranks at a discharge, nevertheless they c< 
their mareh as if they had been invulnerable, and, advancin 
top of the rising ground, attacked the French left, and boi 
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thing before ihoin with in'uHititiblc iinpiiliiu. The French 
■y were driven beyond their lines, while Prince Waldeclc wah 
^ up) ae had been concerted, to the attaclc of Fontenoy. Tlio 
li cavalry endeavoured in vain to Btop the progrciw of the 
h advance, thougli it wiui unaided by thuir own cavalry, which, 
ountof the ruggedneM of the ground, had been loft in the rear, 
dlant troope who compoiied the column, dragpfing forward eeveral 
•ieees, plunged down the ravine between Fontenoy and Uarr^, 
h1 to the ftre of a concealed battery which IngoldHby nhould 
stormed, and which now opened and deHtroyed the KngliHh in 
tr numbers than ever. They continued, nevertheless, to press 
rd,aod threatetied to cut off the conununication with the bridge 
lonne, and thus prevtmt the retreat of the French across the 
Here the King and Dauphin were posted : the former had 
dnoe three in the moniing on hontebttok extremely active, not 
D animating, but in forming his men, and he was well seconded 
I ecm, but both, in all probability, would have now beon made 
lers. Marshal Saxo seeing the danger, and how hazardous it 
; prove to the two Princes, sent the Marquis do Menxi to beg 
lie Majesty with the Dauphin would repass the bndge ; adding, 
il ferait ce qu'il pourruit pour reuiddier au d^sordre.'' '* Oh, 
is bien sAr quMI fera tout ce qu'il faudra," rejoined the King, 
a Je resterai ou ie suis." The MurHhal himself then came up 
|>reseed Louis XV. in the name of Franco not to expose himself 
er. At this moment the Duke de Richelieu came up, ** What 

have you, Duke, and what shall we do T' ** My news is that 
attle may still be gained, and my advice is to advance the reserve 
■ome artillery, and to fall on the head of the colunm,'* ** II 
tomber sur elle comme des fourrageurs." The King agreed to 
dvice. A powerful reserve, including nearly all the cavalry and 

was termed ** la maison militaire du Hoi," were yet unbroken 
Utiro Dame-aux-bois. The Count do Lally suggested that 
I pieces of cannon should open upon the British column and 
r the attack. This was ordered to be made by the gens- 
net under the Prince do Soubiso, and by the light horse under 
Duke de Chaulnes on the one flank, and by tho Irish brigade 
(he regiment of Normandy under Lord Clare on the other. Ou 
ooeaeion the Dauphin, sou of the King, aged sixteen years, ran to 
himHelf to the attacking column, but he was stopped and told that 
ife was too precious. ** No,'' said he, ** on the day of battle no 
M precious but that of tho commanding general/' The Knglish 
mn, consisting of about 14,000 men, oonnuanded by Ligonier, 
preceded by their guns, continued thfir advance, and the cannon 
)li they dragged along did now good execution, iiattalion upon 
ilion, squadron upon squadron, presented themselves before it, 
were obliged to retire with the loss of their bravest. The execu- 
done by the Uritish muHket was also inorediblo. Had they been 
lis moment supported by their allies, and Fontonoy in their oosses* 
, the battle would have been soon decided in their favour, but tho 
•h oaaeeountably desisted from their attack on the front of the 
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village, and the English were the more obliged to press on. It k 
related that at this moment the French guards and Swiss, with a 
battiilion of the regiment of the King, opposed the head of the colamiiy 
in which were the British guards. They met at fifty paces distant 
from each other without firing, when Lord Charles Hay, who com* 
manded the British brigade of guards, taking off his liat, said, 
** Messieurs, les gardes Fran9Hises, tirez ;" the Oiunt d'AutemehSi 
not to be outdone in politeness, immediately retorted, ** MesHieiir% 
nous ne tirons pas les preniiei's — tirez vous-m^mes." The fire was 
delivered with dreadful effect, but the irresiHtible msss of British 
infantry could not be checked. The column advanced, nobly carrying 
all before it, when suddenly they found themselves attacked at ones 
in front and rear, and on both fl.nks, and an iron aiiower pelted 
on them. Assaulted on all sides, fatigued by incessant firing, galled 
by the guns, thinned by slaughter, they were shaken and threwn into 
disorder ; but altliough they had no cavalry to support them in the 
unetiual contest, they rallied ; and though forced to quit the field, 
they did so without tumult or confusion. They were forced to M- 
])asa thi*ough the same hollow way exposed to cross fires of both 
infantry and guns, but this they effected successfully, and reached 
at length the point of the wood of Barr^. It was about one u*cloek. 
The Duke of Cumberland, rushing into the thickest of the aetkn^ 
animated the troops by word and gesture, expressing the pride he 
felt in sharing the danger with them : but it was all in vain. The 
battle was hopelessly lost; though, as tlie French historian polite^ 
adds, ** lis furent vaincus avec honneur." 

Other circumstances had already changed the fate of the dav in 
another part of the field. When Ingoldsby with the Hanoverians 
arrived at the wood he found it occupied by a body of siiarp*Bhooten^ 
called des Grassins, which he mistook for a whole division, and ivde 
back to Cumberland for fresh instructions. His hesitation thus caused 
an irreparable loss of time, as it exposed the British cavalry to the cross 
fire of the enemy, and thus prevented them moving up to the support 
of the infantry ; it also obliged the retreat through the hollow way to 
be so disastrous, as luis been related, for this was commanded by the 
very fort ho was to have attacked. The Duke of Cumberland had In- 
gohUby afterwanis tried by a court-martial for thus disarranging his 
plans. On the other side, the Prince of Waldeck with the Dutch failed 
in their attack on the village of Fontenoy, which they had confidently 
undertaken to make themselves masters of early in the morning, bat 
found to their surprise a fosse around it, and that it was made still more 
impregnable by tlie French having taken off the roofs of tlie honseSy 
and with them had formed platforms on which to plant canmm. The 
Dutch accordingly fell back, and remained for the rest «)f the day little 
better than mere spectators. Nobody blamed Prince Waldeck on 
the score either of courage or conduct, but certainly had the Dutch 
behaved with more ardour in supporting the attack of the English, a 
groat part of the enemy's fire, from the side of Fontenoy, nndler 
which they suffered so severely, would have been drawn off from 
them. In proof of this the Dutch loss was very inconsiderable in 
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the action. The English column continued to retreat through the 
Tillage of Vezon, but the entrance was so narrow that not more than 
fourteen or twenty could pass abreast : tliis obliged each regiment to 
form into line after they had got through the deHle, covering each 
other until they had formed up from left to right. Ligoiiier fought 
Uke a grenadier, and commanded like a general ; and Konigsegg 
diq>layed great intrepidity, though bruised at the commencement of 
the action by a fall from his horse. Meanwhile the British and 
HanoTerian cavalry came up ; but the foot were obliged to fall back, 
which they did with their front well preserved; while tlie horse proved 
of essential service in protecting the retreat. About three o'clock 
a general retreat was oHered. The Blues, who were not thougiit to 
have done their best formerly, now behaved well, and effaced tiie stain 
of Dettingen. Marshal Saxe ordered the British to be pursued by the 
French cavalry, but they soon desisted, having been severely handled 
by the division under Major-General Zastrow, coiiHisting of the 
horse guards and Hanoverian cavalry. The Dutch at length joined; 
and about five o'clock the whole allied army directed their march 
tu BruiToel, and from thence fell back upon the ramparts of Ath. 
The British were very angry with the Dutch for their conduct in the 
battle ; and the French historian relates of this action, " that if the 
Dutch had passed the redoubt that lay between Fontcnoy and An- 
toin, and if they had given proper assiHtance to the English, no 
resource would have been left for the French, not even perhaps a 
retreat for the Kmg and Dauphin ^" 

The battle was fought with great obstinacy, and the courage on 
both sides must have been considerable to have been attended with 
equal loss and equal honour. The British had 4000 men killed 
and wounded, and the Hanoverians more than 2000. The French 
confessed to a loss of 5000 men, but it is believed that on both sides 
the numbers were underrated. Scarcely any prisoners were taken 
except the wounded, who were left to the mercy of the enemy. The 
French remained masters of the field, but they took few cannon 
and no standards. Among the English officers of distinction who 
fell were Lieutenant-General Campbell, Major-General Ponsonhy, 
Colonels Carpenter and Douglas, and a great many officers of the 
guards. One of the first killed on the side of the French was the 
young Duke de Grammont, the same whoso imprudent valour 
hazarded and lost the day at Dettingen ; but four major-generals 
and three brigadiers also fell, and two licutcnant-geufrals, three 
major-generals, and thirty-six brigadiers and colonels were wounded. 
It has been considered that the battle (;f Fontenoy gavo the 
first example of that extensive employment of artillery in war, or 
which Frederick afterwards largely availed himself. The importance 
of reserves composed of ** troupes d'elito" has also been recognized 
rince tliis battle. 

6. Consequences op tub Battle. 

Although the Duke of Cumberland led off his troops in good order, 
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and without losiug any trophies uf importance, yot the battle was 
most fatal to the alliefl. Toumay, the cauae of all thia bloodshed, 
surrendered on the 21 st of the month through an astonishiDg piece 
of treachery. Hergall, a principal engineer in the Dutch serviee, 
and who was chiefly relied on for the defence of the pbuse^ sold him- 
self to the French, and escaped to their camp on the third day of the 
siege, assisting them with his advice and information in carrying on 
I their approaches. He besides carried off with him two persona who 
i had the care of the sluices and reservoirs, which they ruined before 
I their desertion, so that all the water escaped. The explosion of the 
! powder magazine was also supposed to be owing to these trutom 
I The citadel, however, held out until the 21st of June, when the 
■ Governor obtained an honourable capitulation. 

The enterprising Ldwendalil had no sooner finished wiih Toomay, 
than he secretly decamped with 16,000 men to Pont d'E^iere, wtth 
a view to surprise Ghent. The Duke of Cumberland suspected tbii^ 
and had sent a detachment of 4000 men, under the HanoTerian 
General Moick, to reinforce the place. LSwendahl had the start of 
Molck, and on the 29th of June made an attempt to surprise the dtyp 
but it miscarried at first. He had been appriscnd of Molck's intentioDf 
I and had posted a strong detachment at tlie convent of Paa-du-Mlle. 
to the right of the causeway by which he was to march. Hence he Uu 
into the ambuscade. Molck himself escaped to Ghent, where the 
Dutch Governor refuted him admittance, and he was then obliged to 
tlirow himself into Ostend. Brigadier Bligli, who commanded the 
Britifth troops of this detachment, had time to ssto them by gaining a 
small wood that lay at some distance, and retreated to Dendermonoe. 
Ghent surrendered on tlie 4th of July. Equal success crowned 
similar oflbrts on Bruges, which surrendered without rceistanee, and 
Oudenarde also, on the 10th of July. The allies could only acton 
the defensive, and cover lirussels and Antwerp. The French neal 
directed tlieir arms against Ostend. Count Chaneloi^ who was e^ 
teemed a good ofiicer, was the Governor of the pUice. LtfwcndaU 
invested it on the 1st of August with 30,000 men. The garrison was 
far from making such a defence as was expected from 4000 men In 
such a place, but, notwithstanding the arrival in the harbour of two 
battalions from England, surrendered in fourteen days. Here, agam^ 
a Dutch officer was suspected of treachery, aince he refused to avail 
himself of the means of defence which the place afforded of inundat* 
uig the adjacent country. Wonder and astonishment were excited 
among tlie allies at seeing the old spirit as well as the old politics of 
Holiuud evai>orated, while the inhabitants beheld the rapid progress 
making by tlie French towards the entire conquest of the Low 
Countries without exerting their full strength to oppose them. 
Nieui>ort was surrendered by the Dutch on tlie 16th of Angnst, and 
Ath WPS given up by Count Wurmbrand with 1600 men in ten days 
on the 28th of September. Here the cmplovment of showers of red- 
hot bullets was adopted, which did great damage to the place, but 
none to the gairison, of whom only fourteen were killed. They how* 
Qver frightened the Governor into a surrender. 
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Tbe Freucli during this war had, by the abiliticH of Lowendiihl 

I and flome other engineers, carried tlie art of besieging places to a 

I mneh greater height than was ever known before, and with much 

! more safety to their own men. Marshal Saxo had likewise adopted 

• two new maxims in war : one was, that provided he became mwUn* of 

i a pUoe, the garrison should receive as goo<l terms as could well be 

I required ; the other, that having once obtained possession of a 

' fbitreaa on the barriers, it was better to demolish the fortification n, that 

j they might cease to be a bone of contention on the French frontier. 

I Tonmay shared this fate. Count Saxo and Ldwendahl, though 

■ French marshals, were soldiers of fortune, who had lent their swoHs 

I to almost every nation in turn ; but it was a saying of the great 

j Frederick on some occasion to a French envoy who was extolling 

, tbe resources of his country, '' It may be all very true, but you have 
■o longer either a Saxe or a Ldwendahl amongst you," 

tf. War IK SiUBSiA. 

Meanwhile the King of Prussia at the commencement of this year 
was in a eritical situation. His discomiituro in the preceding campaign 
had lowered his military reputation; the death of the Emperor 
bad dissolved the union of Frankfort; and the French, expelled from 
GrermanVy had left Frederick ex{)osed to the united arms of the 
allies. The month of April had been {massed in skirmishes betw(;en 
the Austrian and Prussian armies on the frontiers of Silosia* Win- 
tsrfeld attacked 6000 Hungarians near Oppeln, and dispersed them, 
taking 800 prisoners, and the day following fell in with 2000 hussars, 
whom he drove into a swamp, where they either perished or became 
prisoners. On the 2l8t or 22nd of May the same General defeated a 
body of 12,000 Austrians commanded by General Nadasti near Land- 
shut, and the town of Ratibor, on the Oder, was taken by assault. 
Tbe King entered Silesia the same month at the head of 70,000 men. 
Prince Charles of Lorraine being joined by the Duke of Saxe Weis* 
lenfels, assembled his forces 92,000 strong in tlie neighbourhood 
of K5nig8griltz, and took Cosel : he then prepared to force the puHses 
of Frifedbwg and Landshut, and to cut off the King's communication 
with his own dominions. At the approach of the Austrians Frederick 
ordered his troops to fall back, suffered the enemy to pass the moun- 
tains unmolested, and seemed only anxious to secure his retreat to 
Breslao. It was one of his maxims that ^ in war artifice often sue- 
sesds better than force." In accordance with this principle he passed 
by Schweidnitz on the 1st of June, and collected his army between 
that town and Jauemick, only sending forward General Du Moulin as 
far as Striegau. Prince Charles of Lorraine, the young hero of the 
age, was not only deluded by this artifice, but deceived by the re|>ort8 
of his spies, whom Frederick himself condescended to employ, in order 
to mislead, and he encamped at nightfall between Thomaswalde and 
Guntersdorfy iutenduig to surprise Du Moulin in the morning. 

7. Battle op Hohenfaikdbebo. 

On the 3rd the Austrians and Saxons descended in eight columns 

f2 
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into the plain, and the Saxons extended themselves beyond Striegan 
as far as Pilgramshain. These movements did not escape the notice 
of the King, who sent a detachment in the night to occupy StriegUy 
which therefore astonished the two Saxon infantry battalions who 
arrived there after they were in possession of it. He made Du 
Moulin advance and lie in ambuscade at the foot of the Spitzberg, the 
crest of which was in possession of Weissenfels. Du Moulin attacked 
at break of day and drove back the Saxons. The cannon planted oa 
the Spitzberg opened upon them, and some Saxon cavalry who ventored 
to attack were repulsed by the Prussians, and fled in disorder. 
The Prussian gardes du corps, who arrived late in the evening, and, 
fatigued by their march, had encamped above Striegau, advanced and 
bore down and routed the Saxons, who retired and formed up behind 
Pilgramshain. Prince Charles of Lorraine, who was encamped in 
the plain below Hohenfriedberg, had heard the firing, but eonoeiTed 
that it was the attack of the Saxons upon Striegau. Suddenly he foond 
that the whole Prussian army was upon him, and was surprised by 
an attack on both flanks almost at the same moment. In the midat 
of the confusion his wings were compelled to fall back, and at tfaia 
critical instant, a corps of Prussian cavalry, which had been kept in 
reserve, passing through their own infantry, fell ¥rith irresistible 
impulse on the Austrians. These fought long, but at length, after 
six consecutive attacks, they drove back the Austrian caTahy 
towards Hohenfriedberg. Prince Charles made hasty diBposition% 
and ordered his troops to advance, but their opponents did not 
allow them time to form. Posted between the water of StiiMan 
and the wood of Rohnstock, the Prussians fell upon them, and wey 
gave way after a brave resistance and retired to Guntersdort The 
Prussian right wing was now brought up to attack the left flank 
of the Austrians, to effect which it had to make its way thioagfa 
the coppices and marshes of Rohnstock, and in doing this General 
Kyau crossed the Striegau by a bridge, which broke down onder 
him after ten squadrons were over. Seeing this, the Austrian 
cavalry made a furious charge against them; but Zieten com- 
manding twenty squadrons of reserve had discovered a shallow lord 
for crossing the stream, and came up opportunely to General Kyan^ 
assistance. He was shortly followed by Nassau with the rest en the 
Prussian horse, who put the whole Austrian cavalry to flight. The 
Austrian infantr}', to the number of seven regiments, were now in the 
act of retiring, the two wings having left the centre behind theniy 
when the dragoon regiment of Ba}'reuth, headed by General Geaaler, 
dashed upon them and made terrible slaughter, taking 2500 priaonen 
and four pieces of cannon. The King determined to show hia grati- 
tude to this gallant corps. Gessler was made a count; Chaaot, a 
major of the regiment, had a coat of arms given him with the name 
of Hohenfriedberg ; and to the regiment was conceded the privilege 
and right to beat the Cuirassiers' march with kettle- drums. After 
the battle the King remarked ''that the world reposes not more 
safely on the shoulders of Atlas than Prussia on such an army.** 
Among tlie Austrian officers taken prisoners in this engagement 
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was Goncrnl von Bcrlichiiigcii. IiiHtoad of rnHigning hiinrfolf to liiH 
fate^ ho vented his chagrin in oxcorationH and abuHo of tho huHsnr 
who hod taken him prisoner. Tho husHar endured tlieni for a 
time, but at length hming all pati(mce, ho gave tho General so 
violent a blow upon his head thut his hat nnd wig flew off. The 

fmsoner wan brought to the King, and complained of thin, when tho 
luasar was nent for. The man, without waiting to ho accuHed, related 
the whole affair, concluding with, ** And I tell your MajeHty before- 
hand, that if any other man serves me so, 1 will cut him to pieces.'' 
^ Y«u see," said Frederick, turning to the General, " my Imssurs 
won't stand jokes." 

All Europe, which had hitherto looked upon Prince Charles of 
Lorraino as tho hero of the age, was astonished at his l*russian 
Majesty's gaining so decisive a victory over him, merely hy the 
superiority of g(-neralship. I ndeed it may he truly said that Fredenck 
now for tho first time really displayed the abilities of the great general, 
and on this occasion ho showed his political U) be at least e(iual to 
his military abilities. In tho midst of tho battle, the Chevalier 
do la Tour arrived in his camp with the news of the victory of 
the French at Fontenoy; but he was not again to be cajolocl on 
that side of the account. He dismissed him with this laconic 
letter to his master, **l have paid at IIohonfriedi)erg tho hill 
which you drew upon mo at Fontenoy.*' ** The victory of Fontenoy," 
be declared, " was of no more advantnge to him than a victory on the 
banks of tho Scamander or the capture of I*ekin." Hofore the 
battio he had slighted the reprosontaticms of the English am- 
bassador who could have mediated a peace between Austria and 
Prussia ; but the loss of the battle to the former was alarming 
for tho court of Hanover, and the King now very readily deftu'red 
to his uncle, and entered into a provisional treaty to restore peace to 
Europe. The battle of 1 1 oh en fried berg lasted soven hours with great 
fnry ; the Austrians lost 4000 killnd, and 5300 prisoners, while thitt of 
the I'ruBsians did not exceed 2000 men. Four generals, 200 officers, 
seventy-six colours, four standards, eight pair of kettle-drums, and 
sixty-nix pieces of artillery were tho trophies of the day. It nuist be 
acknowledged that the surprise was effected by the King in the most 
masterly way ; but the con(|Ueror hims<>lf avowed that the Austrians 
fought with great gallantry and resolution, and conducted their 
retreat with much ability. 

8. CoNBRqURNCKB OP THK VlCTOIlT. 

Prince Charles retired back into Bohemia, followed by the whole 
Prusnian anny, and took up his old poHition betweiMi KltnigsgrUt/. 
and l'nnlubitz,at the conflueneo of the Adier and the Elbe. The King 
of Prussia pimted himself at Chlumetz, between Kuseck and Divitz, on 
tho former river. In this position the two armies reninined for three 
m«mtlis, Prince Charles waiting for reinforcements, and Frederick Um 

Krudont to attack an almost impregnable camp, and willing to obtain 
is object by new negotiations for peace ; but Maria Theresa was 
nothing daunted by defeat, and still looked for tho recovery of 
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Silesia. The British Cabinet, however, failed her, and a convention 
was secretly concluded at Hanover, by which George II. goaranteed 
to the King of Prussia the possession of Silesia. The aversion of 
the contending parties was increased by the insulting manner with 
which Frederick made this peace known to the Queen. Therefore she 
and her ally, the Elector of Saxony, indignantly rejected the offer of a 
convention, and peremptorily ordered Prince Charles to risk another 
battle, although the greater part of the Saxons had been already 
withdrawn to defend their own country from a Prussian invasion ; 
for no sooner did Frederick foresee the result of his negotiations 
than he ordered the Prince of Anhalt Dessau, with a strong detach- 
ment, to penetrate into the heart of the Saxon territories. 

9. The Ausxiuans advance against the Pbussuxs. 

The long-expected reinforcements at length reached the Anstriaii% 
and enabled their general to draw near the Prussians ; but he did not 
venture to attack his enemy in his strong position, and contented 
himself with sending out his irregulars to cut off the Prussian com- 
munications, interrupted their convoys, and harassed them with con- 
tinual alarms. At the same time a corps of Hungarians under Nassaa 
having surprised the fortress of Cosel, in Upper Silesia, extended their 
incursions to Schweidnitz and Breslau, where the Prussian raagasinca 
were deposited. Frederick, thus straitened on every side, retreated 
to Staudentz, after sending 12,000 men to retake Cosel. He was fol- 
lowed by Prince Charles, who advanced to Kdnigshof, and watched a 
favourable moment for an attack. He laid his design both warilj 
and boldly. 

The Prussian army did not at this moment exceed 38,000 mea, 
but they were veterans who held their enemy in little account. At the 
same time they were so distressed fur provisions, that Frederick waa 
at this very time preparing to quit Bohemia, and return by Trantenan 
into Silesia. It had been perceived that the Prussians designed to eva^ 
cuate Bohemia, for the King had sent (xeneral Katzler with 2000 home 
to examine the roads and obtain intelligence ; and he had come acroM 
an Austrian detachment, but was enabled to hasten Imck and report the 
encounter to the King, who perceived that the circumstjuices were 
such that he must abandon his position. His design, however, waa 
anticipated by Prince Charles, who, covering his movements with 
his irregulars, gained the right of the Prusaan camp before break 
of day on the 30th of September, and opened a tremendous cannonade; 
Consequently, Frederick, when about to advance from his camp in 
the village of Staudentz, was altogether taken by surprise. 

10. Battle of Sorb. 

Prince Charles appeared secure of victory, as his troops were nradi 
more numerous, being nearly 60|POO men ; but they consisted for the I 
most part of new levies and irregular horse, deficient in disciplineySndy | 
like all such forces, shamefully tainted with cowardice and k>ve of pil- | 
lage : while those opposed to him were remarkable for their steadiaesi 
and valour, and his rival was his superior, both in skill and medwUjm 
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The King, ncnsiblo of tho daiifi^r that would attend a rotroat in tho 
face of A larger forco, by cnibarraiwod and intricate roads, dutor- 
minod at onoe to riak a battle. His troopa had alreiidy been expoHed 
for half an hour, since the break of day, to the fire of twenty- ci^ht 
piooot of artillery; but now with astoniHhing rapidity he deployed 
tlie whole army in a single lino, to present a more imposing front to 
the enemy, who had been drawn up to oppose him m throe lines. 
The Austrians permitted this dispt>siti(m to be made without interrup- 
tion. The Prussian cavalry on the right, under Marshal Dudden- 
brock, were ordered to commence the rngngement with twolvo 
squadrons; and they attacked thirty-five AuMtrian squadrons, which 
were disadvantageoiisly posted, drove them bnck, and threw them into 
disortlcr. These, panic-struck with the impetuosity of the charge, 
could not again be rallied, either by menaeits, exhortations, or tlie 
example of their generals ; and Prince Lobkowitz, after killing three 
officers for cowanlioe, was jostled by his own men into a ditch, whcro 
he Uv disablod with three contusions. The irregulars, instead of attack- 
ing the I'russians in flank and n^ar, did not come up until too late, and 
the only hussars who did arrive in time were those undcT Nadnsti 
and Tn»nck, who overoanie tho weak detachment under (loneral 
Sehlichting, and employed themselves during the heat of the action in 
pillaging the baggage. The Prussian infantry now advanced, and, 
after throe successive repulses, renewed tlntir attack with four fresh 
battalions, which had come up to their aid, enrried the butteries with 
which the Austrians had opened the battle, and drove back their 
^ infantry from height to height — pressing irreHistibly forward, until 
they left but one steep ascent in the centre of the engagement in tho 
hands of tho enemy. The wood here rendered the cavalry nseless, 
and thoy were withdrawn by the King towards Praussnitz. On the 
height the trooim wore connnanded by Prince Louis of Hrunswiek, 
and now tho Prussian guard led on by the King*s brother-in-lnw, 
Prince Ferdinand of Drunswick, climbed the steep overgrown with 
wood, and drove tho Austrians from it in disorder. The routed 
Austrians made a last effort to rally upon the heights of the moun- 
tains, but tho Prussians again pressing forward, forced tlu*m to tuko 
nfttgo in the adjoining woods beyond the village of Sorr, fi'om 
which the battle dOrives its name. The AuHtrians lost in this battle 
4000 killod and 200 prisoners, with twenty-two pieces of artillery, 
ten Cfdours, and two standanls, while on the side of the Prussians 
tliere were 10<M> killed and 2000 wounded. Amongst the most 
distinguished of the fornior were Mnjor-(ieneral Hlnnkersee and 
Odoiicl Wodell, who had so heroically diHpute<l with the Austrians 
tho pusaago of the Klbo on a n^cent occasion. Here, in the case 
of tho two Princes of Unmswick, was exhibited tho lamontable spec- 
tacle, not quite uncommon in (German wars, of brother fighting against 
brother. In tho present instance i^ was the younger brother that 
I boat tlio older, whilst another of the family, Prince Albert of 
! Brunswick, was killed on the Prussian side. General Schwald, 
who was near Trautenau, came up on hearing the firt^ to assist tlie 
King, but arrived too lato. Frederick candidly acknowledged 
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that he committed many eiTors, and attributed the victory no 
less to the steadiness of his own troops than to the confusion 
and want of discipline amon;; the enemy. The immediate incon- 
venience to the victors arising from the loss of all their baggage was 
soon forgotten in the general joy at the victory. The King had lost 
the whole of his camp stores and furniture, and could procure neither 
pen nor ink to communicate the victory to his minister at Breslaa ; 
but hastily wrote with a pencil on a small slip of paper, *' I hare 
beaten the Austrians, I have taken some prisoners, let the Te Deam 
bo performed." When his Majesty was about to sup, an officer had 
to be sent out to procure some bread, and after a long search a 
soldier was discovered who had one loaf left: he was offered a 
ducat for it, which he refused, but carried himself the half of it 
to the King, who accepted it with gratitude. Frederick seems to 
have been deeply impressed with the danger from which he had 
escaped, and is reported to have exclaimed, " Since the Austrians 
have not been able to beat me this time, they never will beat me." 
The battle of Sorr left the continuance of the campaign completely 
at Frederick's discretion. He remained five days an undisputed 
victor on the field of battle, during which time he ravaged the 
neighbouring country for supplies, and then set out on the 19th of 
October for Silesia. His march was considerably impeded by the 
murderous attacks to which he was exposed in his progress through 
the narrow defiles of the mountains. Prince Charles of Lorraine 
had certainly the disgrace of having been beaten by an inferior foroOy 
but this was the only disadvantage to him that followed the engage- , 
ment, for the King of Prussia was after all obliged to retreat out of 
Bohemia, and the Austrians were altogether relieved from having an 
army in their dominions. The conqueror, after putting his troope 
into winter-quarters in Silesia, returned to Berlin, and was received 
with the greatest rejoicing. 

11. Designs op Austria and Saxont against Berlin. 

Frederick now resolved to see what advantage he could obtain by 
negotiating. The Empress-Queen, however, persevered in rejecting 
all overtures from the King of Prussia, and meditated projects c? 
retaliation and vengeance. Instead of sending her troops into winter- 
quarters, she formed the bold design of uniting her forces with those 
of Saxony, and then marching on Berlin to dismember the territories 
of that formidable rival, who had first broken through the indivisi- 
bility of the Austrian succession. She was instigated to this plan bv 
the declaration of the Empress of Russia, that if Frederick invaded 
the Electorate of Saxony, a cor|)B of Russians should instantly make an 
irruption into Prussia. It was a plan of Count BrUhl, the Minister 
of Saxony, that the main army under Prince Charles was to march 
through Lusatia, while anotlier cprps, under General GrUne, detached 
from the Austrian army on the Rhine, was to attempt to surprise 
the Prussians at Halle, and there they were both to unite in their 
march on Berlin. The Swedish Ambassador at Dresden was ap* 
-^rised of this, and he being a great admirer of Frederick, named it 
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to Rudenskiold, the Swedish Ambassador in Berlin, by wliom tlie 
King was made acquainted that the armies of Austria and Saxony 
were about to form an immediate junction for the purpose of attacking 
him in the March of Brandenburg. Frederick did not long ponder 
on these approaching dangers; but with immediate energy made 
dispoBitions to meet the coming foe. The venerable Prince of 
Denaa was again invested with the command of an army, which 
was stationed at HaJle, with orders to make an incursion into 
Saxony. A garrison was left in Berlin for its defence, a consider- 
able number of citizens enrolled themselves into a brigade to aid in 
repelling any sudden assault, and the capital was further put into a 
condition of defence by trenches and outworks. 

12. Frederick again takes the Field— -Affair at Hennebsdorf. 

Frederick therefore resolved to take the command of his Silesian 
army, and reached Liegnitz, its head-quarters, on the 15th of No- 
vember. To deceive the Austrians, who were penetrating into Lusatia, 
he gave out that he was alarmed for tho safety of his own territories, 
and intended to return with his army in order to cover them. He 
affected to have no thoughts of an incursion into Saxony, and pre- 
tended that his only object was to get to Berlin, by way of Crossen, 
before Charles could arrive there from Lusatia. In the mean while, 
be collected all his disposable troops, and summoned General Nassau 
from Upper Silesia to Landshut, to cover the frontier there. Prince 
Charles of Lorraine completely fell into the snare, and Frederick 
entered Lusatia altogether unexpectedly on the 23rd of November, 
having crossed the Queiss near Naumburg, and pushed on rapidlv 
towards G5rlitz, to which place the Austrians had already advanced. 
At Katholisch-Hennersdorf he fell in with their advanced guard. 
The King himself led the column, preceded by Zieten with his 
hussars ; but these so much outmarched tho infantry that they came 
unsupported on a Saxe-Gotha regiment in the village, commanded by 
their Prince in person, who received them with a smart fire. Zieten, 
undaunted by this unexpected reception, dashed with four squadrons 
into Hennersdorf, and sent other six squadrons to its two extremi- 
tieSy sending back to the King instant tidings of his dangerous situa- 
tion. The cavalry laid about them so effectually that tho opposing 
regiment was cut to pieces, and the Prince and about fifty men alone 
escaped. This affair, though in reality of little importance, so para- 
lyzed the Austrian forces, that they retired from place to place with- 
out any settled plan. G5rlitz, one of their magazines, was obliged to 
surrender to Frederick on the 25th of November, as well as Zittau, 
where the Austrian rear-guard, with all their baggage, was posted 
and taken. In a very short space of time the whole of Lusatia was 
in the hands of the Prussians, and the Austrians had to fall back on 
Bohemia with the loss of 5000 men. . Saxony was panic-struck, and 
General Griine's corps, which had just arrived on the frontiers of 
Brandenburg, was recalled with all haste to the main Saxon army. 
Frederick now entered Leipsic, and laid the Electorate under con- 
tribotion. Augustus, King of Poland and Elector, was obliged to 
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quit Dresden and take refuge at Prague, and the war was carried om 
with increased vigour. Frederick entered Leipuc on the 90th of 
November, and on the 6th of December he reached Meiasen. The 
Prince of Lorraine again evacuated Bohemia, and formed a junction 
with the Saxons in the neighbourhood of Dresden, which city the 
Prince of Dessau, on the 15th of December, marched to attAek, 
having driven the Saxons b^ore him on every side. 

13. Battle of Kessblsdorf — Peace of Dresden. 

On this alarming information^ the Empress-Queen, whom her own 
disasters could not affect, and whom no enemies could intimidate, 
was softened by the misfortunes of her ally. Frederick was at 
Meissen, and had occupied both sides of the Elbe ¥rith his army, 
when he received a letter from the Saxon Ministry, consenting 
to enter into terms, and informing him of Maria Theresa's wish tar 
peace ; but whilst he was reading it, the thunder of a furious can- 
nonade announced to him that the battle had begun between the 
Prince of Dessau and the Saxons. The latter under Rntowski 
were posted in an admirable position near Kesselsdorf. The left wing 
rested on that village, strongly defended by a powerful battery. Their 
other wing was posted on the edge of a precipice overhanging the 
Elbe, whose heights covered with snow and ice appeared ina ccessi ble. 
To attack under these circumstances was a daring act, and the aged 
warrior who attempted it was about to crown his brilliant career of 
half a century with this glorious exploiL The dispositions of the 
Prince were made with the most perfect coolness and indifferenee. 
He offered up a short prayer on this occasion, which is recorded:— 
" Heavenly Father, I pray Thee graciously to aid me this day, but 
if Thou shouldst not be so disposed, at least give not Thy aid to these 
scoundrels, my enemies; but leave them to the issue." It was 
about two in the afternoon, when the Prince of Anhalt advanced 
to the attack, and as he soon perceived that victory depended on the 
possession of the village, he drew up his troops in a direetioQ 
parallel to the enemy, and gave the signal for the assault. The Saxon 
position was garnished with 80 guns. Twice were the attacking foreea 
beaten back by showers of grape,, and forced to retire. At this 
moment a Saxon General inconsiderately ordered his men to pursue. 
The Saxons advanced, but at the same moment they received an over* 
whelming shock from a regiment of Prussian dragoons, under Bonin, 
who instantly bore down upon them and cut them in pieces. The 
village of Kesselsdorf was speedily seized by the infantry, the batteiy 
that defended it taken, and a general rout ensued. The Prussian left 
wing, under Prince Maurice of Nassau, now pressed forward asainst 
the enemy's right, overcame all the difficulties of the ground, and 
escaladed the precipice by a dangerous path, notwithstanding the iee 
and snow: here also the foe was put to flight. Count RutowsU, 
who commanded, fled with the remnant of the routed army into 
Dresden, just as the Prince of Lorraine was mustering the Austrian 
forces, who tried to stay the fugitives, that tliey might make a jinnt 
attack upon the Prussians the following day. But the Saxons were so 
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I disheartened they would listen to nothing, but to retire and fall back 
upon the Bohemian frontier, leaving Dresden to its fate. Accord- 
iDfcly, on the 16th of December, the day after the battle, Frederick 
I with his army joined that of the Prince of Anhalt, and entered 
[ Dresden, having previously visited the field of battle, and f^een with 
astonishment &e almost miraculous successes of the Prince of 
Dessau and his forces. An Austrian ambassador. Count Harrack, 
had already arrivefl in the town to commence negotiations. His 
Prussian Majesty now proved himself as much a gentleman as he 
WM a hero. ' He approached the royal family with respect, and 
' itadiously endeavoured to conceal from them the manner of a con- 
I qaeror. He left them the palace guard, and every honorary 
distinction, and openly declared that he had no intention to avail 
himself of the means which fortune Iiad put into his hands to revenge 
himself for the perfidy and intrigues of the Saxon Minister, Briihl. 
He exacted, it is true, heavy contributions; but King Augustus had no 
hwger any option but to yield to all that was demanded. Still the 
treaty to which he submitted was most moderate, and deviated in no 
respect from that which had been stipulated by the convention of 
Hanover. The negotiations accordingly progressed with such ex- 
pedition that a peace was concluded on the 25 th of December. This 
. peace, called the peace of Dresden, confirmed to Prussia the posses- 
lion of Silesia and Glatz; and, on the other hand, Frederick 
promised to evacuate Saxony, and to acknowledge the election of 
the Grand Duke to the imperial purple. 

Frederick entered Berlin in great triumph on the 28th of Decem- 
ber, the city guards presented arms, the trumpets flourished, and 
the people shouted for the first time, '* Long live Frederick the 
Great ;** and thus terminated the second war, which had lasted six- 
teen months with great exasperation on both sides. 

14. War in Italy. 

The Italian campaign of 1745, in boldness of design and rapidity 
of execution, scarcely finds a parallel in military history, and was 
must unpropitious to the Queen of Hungary and King of Sar- 
dinia. The experience of preceding years had taught the Bour- 
bon Courts that all attempts to carry their arms acixms the Alps 
would be fruitless, unless they could secure a stable footing in 
the dominions of some Italian state on the other side, to counteract 
the power of their adversary, who had the entire command of the 
passes between Germany and Italy, by means of which reinforce- 
ments could be ctmtinually drafted to the scene of action. Accordingly 
they availed themselves of the jealousy and alarm excited at Genoa, 
by the transfer of Finale to tho King of Sardinia, to engage that 
republie on their side. The plan was to unite the two armies which 
had wintered on the distant frontiers of Naples and Provence, in 
the vicinity of Genoa, where they were to be joined by 10,000 
auxiliaries on the part of the republic. Charles Emanuel was scu- 
■ible of the terrible consequences to himself, should tho Genoese 
declare openly for the house of Bourbon, and sent General Palla- 
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viciiii, a man of addrcRfi and abilities, to renounce his prrtonsionA to 
Finale, while Admiral Rowley, ¥rith a British fleet, hovered on their 
coasts. In spite of all this, nevertheless, the treaty of Anmjaez was 
concluded between France, Spain, and Genoa. 

After surmountinj; amazing difficulties, and making the moat 
arduous and astonisliing marches, tlie army commanded bj Don 
Philip, who was accom|)anied by the French General Mailleboi% 

I and that commanded by Count de Gages, effected their junction on 
the Uth of June near (ien(»a, when their united forces, now under 
Don IMiilip, amounted to 7H,(>00 men. All tliat the King of Sardinin 

j could do under these circumstances, was to make the best dispositiont 
to defend the ^lilanese, the Parmesan, and the Plaisantine ; but the 

I whole disposable force under the King and Count Schulenbtirg, tho 
successor of Lobkowitz, did not amount to above 45,000 men. 
Count Gages with 30,000 men was to be opposed to Schulenburg, 

I and took )H>8session of Serravallc, on the Scrivia; then advancing 

I towards Alessandria he obliged tho Austrians to retire under tlie 
cannon of Tortona. Don Philip made himself master of Acqui, ao 
tliat the King of Sardinia, with the Austrian General, Count Schu- 

, lenburg, had to retreat behind the Tanaro. On the 24th of Jaly 

{ the strong citadel of Tortona was taken by the Spaniards, which 
opened the way to the occupation of Parma and Plaoentia. The 
combined army of French, S|>aniBh, NeaiH>litans, aud Genoese beinc 
now masters of an extensive tract with all the principal toHiis aonth 
of tho l^o, they readily effected a passage near the conflnence of th« 
Ticino« and with a detachment surprised Pavia. The Austriana, fear- 
ful for the Milanese, se|>arated accordingly from the Sardinian troops. 
The Hourbou force seeing this suddenly reunited, gained the Tansra 
by a rupid movement on the night of tlio 27th of September, fordsd 
it in three columns, although the water reached to the very necka of 
the soUlierx, fell u))on the unsuspecting and unprepared SardiDisna^ 
broke their cavalry in the first charge, and drove the enemy in diam^ 
and confusion to Valenza. Charles Emanuel fled to Caaale, whsra 
ho reassiMnbled his broken armv, in order to save it from utter rain. 
The confederate armies still advanced, dn>vc the King back and look 
Trino and Verona, which last place lay but twenty miles from hia 
capital : fearful now that this might be bombarded he hastened thilhar, 
withdrew his fi>rce8 under its cannon, and ordered the pavement of 
the cit}' to be taken up. Maillebois, on his side, penetrated into tho 
Milani^, and by the month of October the territories of the houaa of 
Austria in Italy were wholly subdued. The whole of Lombardy being 
thuH o|>en, Don Philip made a triumphant entry into Milan on the 
20th of December, fondly hoping that he had secured for himaelf an 
Italian kingdt>m, as his brother, Don Carlos, had done at Nsplaa. 
Tho Austrian garrison, however, still maintained the citadel of MUsb 
and tho fortress of Mantua. 



15. War in Germant. 

On the 13th of September Francis, Duke of Lorraine, huabsnd of 
Maria Theresa, became Emperor of Germany. Before the eleetion 
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of the Emporor could bo oiTcotod, tho Quocn of Hungnry was obliged 
to raise an army under the Duke d'Ahrcmberg, wliich consistod of 
50,000 Auatrians and HanovcrianH, to obligo tho Froncli to riHnovo 
firom tho neighbourhood of Frankfort. Theno troops had at iirst 
aome advantage over Maillobois, who cominandod the French army ; 
but tho latter, receiving roinforcenients, passvd tho Maine, and 
obliged tho confederates to retire behind the Lnhn. The command 
was then given to Batthyani, who was reinforced from Marshal 
Traun's army, and in turn obliged tho Prince of Oonti, who had suc- 
eeoded MaiHeboifl,to repass the Rhine. Tho AuRtrian army kept tho 
Prince of Conti in check on tho banks of the lihine for tho rest of 
the year. But the draughts continually made u])on tho French force 
to strengthen their army in Flanders, did not enable it to impede the 
Diet in its election. 

10. Naval War. 

The naval transactions of this year were opened by an affair that 
occasioned a great deal of conversation at tho timo. An Knglish 
privateer, called the ** Mars,'* hnd been captured on the 4th 
of January, in latitude 48**, by two Frencli men-of-war, tho 
^ Florissant," and another, of 70 guns each, convoying twenty sail of 
merchantmen. On the 0th they were sighted by four Bnlisli men- 
of-war, the *< Captain," 70, the " Hampton C^ourt," 70, tho ** Dread- 
nought,'* 00, and the " Sundorland," 00, under Oommodoro Griffin, 
who immediately gave chase. The French officer in charge of tho 
"Mars" judiciously bore away to leeward, in order to draw off some 
of the ships in pursuit of him ; and this ho effected, as the Commo- 
dwe chased and recaptured him, but did not afterwards return to 
the fleet. On the Gth, tho '* Sunderland " lost her main-topmast in 
coming up, by which accident she fell astern. But tho ** Droad- 
nODght " and the ** Hampton Court " reached tho French convoy by 
nnMt, and all that night and the next day these kept on their way, 
doeely followed by the two English ships. But when the second 
trening arrived, Uie *' Dreadnought " and tho ** Hampton Court" 
had disappeared. Captain Mostyn, of tho ** Hampton C/Ourt," was 
bnmght to a court-martial for this unaccountable proceeding, but he 
was acquitted. The service, however, was dissatified with liim, and 
though lie lived to be again employed and to become a vice-admiral, 
yet he continually had to endure tho annoyance of such remarks as, 
** All's well, there is no Frenchman in tho way.'* 

Conimo<lore Bamet,in tlie East I ndioH,mado prizes of several French 
ships richly laden, and Commodore Townshend, in the latitude of 
Martinique, took about thirty merchant ships belonging to the enemy, 
under c<invoy of four ships of war, two of which were destroyed. 
Tho English privateers likewise met with unconunon success. Com- 
modore Knowles, on the 2iHt of February, came up with two French 
ships, ** Le Bourbon," and " La Cliarit<5," and took them both : thc*y 
bad on board Count Fitz-James, and Major-(jeneral la I 'route, with 
about 000 men, and a quantity of saddlery and ammunition. 

In the month of April, Admiral Jiowley with his cruiserfl in the 



78 BEDUCTIOK OF CAPE BRETON. [A.D. 

Mediterraueau captured and destroyed twoity-five of the enemy's 
vessels, some of them of great valne. In the latter end of September, 
he detached Commodore Cuwper, in the ''Stirling Castle," to bombard 
Genoa, but the city had received some additional fortifications on the 
side of the sea, so that the British bombs could not reach it to do any 
considerable damage. Finale, the great bone of contention, felt the 
force of his resentment, and Savona St Remo was almost laid in aihge. 
He also much distressed the Genoese commerce by many captnveL 
and next proceeded to Corsica, where he bombarded the city and 
castle of Bastia, and compelled the Marquis Mari, who commanded a 
garrison of 600 men therein, to abandon it and retire to Calvi, by 
which almost the whole island was lost to the Genoese. 

17* REDucnoN OF Cape Breton. 

But the most important achievement in which the British navy 
j took part was the conquest of Louisburg, on the island of Cape 
Breton, in North America, a place of such consequence, that it had 
been called the Dunkirk of America, and the French had fortified it 
I at a pnxligious expense. The scheme of reducing this fortress was 
I planned in Boston, and recommended by the local government sod its 
I Greneral Assembly. The British Government afforded its assistance to 
the enterprise, and sent instructions to Commodore Warren, stationed 
off the Leeward Islands, to sail for the northern parts of Amerioayand 
co>operate with the forces of New England in this expedition. Earir in 
the spring, about 4000 volunteers assembled at Boston, where my 
were reinforced by nearly 1000 marines and others, making in all 0000 
men. They chose for their commander a Mr. Peppexell, a trader of 
Piscataqua, whose influence was extensive in that country. He was 
a man of little or no education, and utteriy unacquainted with tiM 
science of arms ; but his courage and general capacity sopplied tiie 
place of military skill. On the 25th of April, Warren, with a aqnad- 
run of four ships of war, his own flag in the ** Superb," 60, with the 
"^ Launceston," 40, the « Eltham," 40, and the ** Mermaid," 40, the 
troops being embarked in transports, sailed forthwith, and Isndsd 
with very slight loss at Gabaron Bay, four miles from Loubbnrg, on the 
SOth of April. The garrison consisted of 1200 regulars, under the eons- 
mand of Monsieur Chambon, and the port was fortified with a gfsnd 
battery of thirty-five 42-pouuderB, a circular battery of sixteen Si- 
pounders, and the island battery of thirty-four 42-pounders, while 
there were sixty-four guns and ten mortars mounted within the place. 
The enemy abandoned the grand batter}*, which was detached firem 
the town, and the immediate seizure of it contributed in a great men* 
sure to the success of the enterprise, for it enabled the b e si cgeis to 
make the guns of it ser\-iceable against the town. While the American 
troops with 800 marines proceeded to carry on their appronehes hj 
I land, the squadron blockaded the place by sea, in such a manner that 
no succours could be introduced. A French ship of the line^ the 
> *< Vigilante," ISO guns, deeply IbJen with provisions and milhsiy 
i storeti, and some smaller vessels destined for the relief of the camHn^ 
were intercepted, and taken by the British eniiseis. The awgo was 
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carried on by the ciigiueera and ofliceina uf tlio imvy aud mariiioH, under 
Commodore Warren, one of the bravest and best officers in the British 
lenrioe. After forty-nine days of open trenches, the town being 
ooDsiderably damaged by the bombs and bullets of the b(>siegers, 
and the garrison despairing of relief, the Governor capitulated on 
die 15th of June, when the town and the whole island uf Cape 
Breton were compelled to surrender to the British arms. A few 
days afterwards, two French East India ships, and another frem 
Peru laden with treasure, in ignorance of the capture of Louisburg, 
sailed into the harbour, and were taken by tlio finglish squadron, 
BOW reinforced by the <' Princess Mary," 60, the <* Hector," 40, and 
the *' Lark," 40. Though the siege had lasted forty-nine days, yet 
the loss of the besiegers was not above 100 men, while tlie besieged 
had about 840 men killed and wounded. 

18. Rebellion in Scotland. 

While the continent of Europe and the isles of the soa were thus 
eapoaed to the ravages of war, and subjected to many vicissitudes of 
fortmiey Great Britain, in her own territories, suffered a most dan- 
gerooa internal convulsion. The battle of Fontenoy and the other 
rsTeraes that she had experienced in Flanders, had been made the 
most of by the French, who seldom fail to exaggerate their suc- 
fMsna. An army cut to nieces, a nation in despair, and the fast suo- 
eeeding reTertes of all that were in alliance with, or were likely to 
■saiat, King George in the hour of need, induced Charles Edward, 
■on of the Chevalier de St. George, to form the ambitious hope 
of ascending the throne of his ancestors. Representations uqually 
lake and illuaory were made by many adventurers, who, having 
BOChing to loae, are always ready for any desperate enterprise. 
Charlea was at the seat of the young Duko do Bouillon, near Evreux, 
ia Normandy, when he heard of the battle of Fontenoy, and imme- 
diataly set off for Paris to get assistance and raise money. He 
found the French Ministry, whose great object was the conquest of 
Ffamderai ready enough to encourage him, by flattering promises and 
fiUae vepreeentations, to any attempt that might recal tliu British 
troopa from that country ; but they wore averse to any open or de- 
cided proceeding, which mip^ht alarm some of thoir Protestant allies, 
ccpecially the King of Prussia, who might be offended at any thing like 
conntenanoe and support to the Roman Catholic pnrty in Great 
Britain. On the ISth of June the young Prince for the first time re- 
vealed the design in his breast to his father at Rome ; but neither to 
the King nor to the l^'rench Ministry did Charles give any intimation 
of any ^tended enterprise, lost he might have an embargo laid upon 
Urn. Through two merchants of Nanti«, named Rutlodge and Walsli, 
he obtained tne aid of a French map-of-war, called the ** Elizabeth," 
of 87 puis, to accompany him. He had sent agents to demand sue- 
coQr from Spain, but in vain, for the King had no money or troops to 
in the adventure ; nor could the Prince obtain from his father 



■ore than each a credit as he possessed with some Irish merchants 
CO the Continent, and the permission to pawn hia jewels. At length 
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he borrowed 180,000 livres from two of his adherents, and 
means he obtained the '*Dontelle/' a fast-sailing brig of 1 
which had recently been employed as a privateer against the ] 
Charles Edward had also provided from the same source abo 
(Usees, 1800 brosd-swords, twenty small fteld-pieoes, and powd 
and flint ; these were all for the most part embarked on bo 
" Elisabeth." The money that he carried with him was le 
4^p0 louis d'or, or about SOOO/. sterling. He wrote lettert 
friends in Scotland, which occasioned equal surprise and 
assuring them that he would be with them bv the end o 
Over and over again had the Highlanders distinctly g\y 
Stuart princes to understand that their coming would 
less ana desperate unless they brought with them a su|: 
disciplined troops, a considerable stand of arms, and mom 
except the Duke of Perth condemned his project, and wrote ii 
to dissuade him fVom his enterprise; but it was too li 
** Dontelie " had gone round to the mouth of the Loire, and 
Charles, and the gentlemen who had made up tlieir minds to 
pany him, went by different routes to Nantes, which was tl 
they were appointed to meet at. The names of his p 
adherents were the Marquis of Tullibardine, Sir Thomas SI 
Shr John Maodonald, and a few Irish and Scotch adventure 
whom he finally embarked at seven in the evening of the Sud 
at Port Sl Nasaire, but they were detained at the island of 1 
until Uie 13th, for the arrival of the ** Elisabeth." The Prin 
(as a disguise) the habit of a student of the Scots College ; 
better to conceal himself let his beard grow, so that his per 
not known to the crew. On the 14th the two ships sailed t 
Charles suffering much from sea-sickness. The fourth da; 
vovage, after leaving Belloisle on the 0th of July, the advi 
fell in with a British man>of-war, of fi8 guns, called the * 
commanded by Captain Brett, the same oftloer who, in Anson 
dition, had stormed Paitan. As soon as the wind permitte 
engaged the two ships. The ** DontoUe," in which was Mr 
as well as the Prince, hauled off, and pursued her course, 
had earnestly demanded to sliare the engagement, but Walsl 
the magnitude of his charge, exerted his authority as owne 
▼essel and steadiiv refused, saying at last, that if the Prinoe 
any more, he would order him down to the cabin. The '* Ell 
was now left to sustain the combat single-handed, which 
gallantly, and after a long and bloody engasement for six hov 
wiips equally disabled, parted company. Forty-five of tlie 
the *'Lion'' were killed, and 107 wounded, amongst who 
Captain Brett, his two lieutenants, and the master, who 
arm ; and the ship was so shattered that she floated like a »i 
the water, and was unable to pursue the ** Elisabeth," which i 
safely to Brett, having lost her captain and sixtv-four mei 
and 130 dangerously wounded, and being herself m such a 
condition that the l^rench captain thought it expedient to n 
his own coast. This disaster was a great misfortunt to Cbt 
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he had on board the '^ Elizabeth/' besides a great quantity of arms, 
about 100 able officers, who had embarked on this expedition. 
Charles Edward continued his course in tlie brig ; but two days after 
the parting of the two ships, the ** Dontelle " was pursued off the 
Boath end of the Long Island by an English ship of superior force. 
She escaped, however, owing to her sailing faster, and was rapidly 
wafted amongst the Western Islands. After about a f()rtnii;ht'8 
Toyage the brig approached the little island of Erisca, situated 
between Barra and South Uist, in the Hebrides. As they neared 
the rocky shore, an eagle, no uncommon sit^ht in those quarters, 
hovered round the ship. ** Sec," said Lord Tullibardine, ** the king 
(rfburdfl is come to welcome your Royal Highness to old Scotland.'' 

19. Princb Charles lands and raises his Standard. 

Charles and his followers landed and passed the night on shore, 
where they learned that this cluster of islands belonged to Macdonald 
of Clanronald, a young chief, attached to the Jacobite cause, but who 
was then absent on the main land. Chiarlos hearing this, weighed 
anchor and glided away from the islands to the main land, landing 
at Moidart on the 25th of July. Seven persons came on shore with 
him, who were afterwards designated " The Seven Men of M«)idart." 
The English Governor of Fort Augustus having notice of the Prince's 
landing, sent off on the 16th of August two companies, commanded 
hy Captain Scott, as a reinforcement to the advanced post at Fort 
William. It was upon this detachment that the Highland broad- 
sword was first drawn. The soldiers had to pass for tliirty miles 
through part of the country of Glengarry and Keppoch, in the midst 
of lakes, mountains, and torrents. The troops had marched for twenty 
miles without molestation, when suddenly in the narrow ravine of 
High Bridge, they found themselves beset by a handful of Keppoch's 
Highlanders, commanded by Major Donald Macdonald. Assailed 
by a destructive fire, and unable to retaliate on a foe they could not 
see, these new-raised soldiers began a retreat, but more men of 
Lochiel coming up, and the strength and ammunition o£ the regulars 
being exhausted, they, with their officers, were compelled to surrender, 
after an obstinate dispute in which tive or six were killed, and 
Captain Scott with many others wounded. The Highlanders were 
exceedingly elated with this their first essay, and the success, though 
small in itself, served in no slight degree to animate the Prince to 
raise his standard. The 19th of August was the day fixed for this 
eeremony, on which day the Marquis of Tullibardine, tottering with 
age and infirmity, unfurled the banner, as the highest in rank, at 
Glenfinnan. The colours were of white, blue, and rod silk, of 
immense size, having in the centre the celebrated motlo. Tandem 
triumphans. The force collected round it consisted of 1500 or lOdO 
men. Charles brought the prisoners with him, and in releasing 
Captain Scott on his parole, told him to go to his general, describe to 
him what he had seen, and tell him that he was coming to give him 
battle. 

On the very day that the rebel standard was unfurled at Glen- 
VoL. IT. o 
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finnan, Sir John Cope, Commander- iu-Chief for Scotland, put himaelf 
at the head of his troops, which had for some time been drawing 
together near Stirling. The King was absent in Hanover; but the 
Lords of the Regency issued a proclamation, offering a reward of 
30,000/- to any one who would seize and secure the Pretender's bod. 
Cope was completely in the dark as to the force of the insurgents, or 
the whereabouts of Prince Charles. Having, however, collected 
all the men he could, Sir John found himself at the head of no more 
than 1500 foot and two regiments of dragoons, for the whole force 
in Scotland under his command at this time, exclusive of garriaoni^ 
fell short of 3000 men. On the 20th of August Cope, eager to march 
and quell the rising insurrection in the bud, quitted Stirling, leaving 
behind him the dragoons, who he thought would be onseniieeaUe 
and difficult to subsist amongst the mountains. On the selfsame 
20th of August the Prince began his march southward, O'SuUivan, 
an Irish officer, acting as quartermaster-general. Both sides num- 
bered nearly the same. Cope directed his march on Fort Augustus 
as a central point, from which he hoped to strike a decisive blow : 
as he advanced, he met on the 25th the officer who had witnessed 
the raising of the standard of the Stuarts at Glenfinnan. The Cap- 
tain reported that he had met on his road several parties going to 
join the Prince, and tliat it was rumoured at Dalwhinnie tliat Uiey 
were 3000 strong. On arriving at tliis place, the General found the 
pass of Corryarrach, that lay between him and Fort Augustus, already 
in possession of the insurgents. This pass was known to the country 
people by the name of the Devil's Staircase, and afforded a moot 
excellent position for defence. Charles had accordingly made m 
forceil mArch in order to occupy it, burning and destroying all en- 
cumbrances which could impede his progress. Thus, early on the 
27th, he stood on the north side of Corr^'arrach ; and it is recorded 
that as he put on his new Highland brogues tliat morning, he ex- 
claimed with delight, " Before these are unloosed, I shall be up with 
Mr. Cope.'' Duncan Forbes, who knew the ground well, had warned 
General Cope to beware of Corryarrach ; and the council of war which 
was called, thinking that to take another way northwards would be 
to fulfil equally the instructions, recommended the General to give 
up that route and strike aside for Inverness and Fort Georee. The 
rebels heard with astonishment that Cope was off in that direction, 
leaving the capital and southern paits of North Britain wholly ex- 
posed to their incursion. The Highlanders longed to rush down 
from the heights of the pass and give battle to the King s truope; 
but the chiefs thought it far better to let Cope go his way; and 
that they should then strike into the Lowlands and advance upon 
Stirling and Edinburgh. While, theretore, Sir John proceeded by 
forced marches to Inverness, where he arrived on the 29th, the 
insurgents entered the vale of Athol by the mountains of Hadenoch, 
and on tlie 30th reached Blair Castle, whence the Whig Duke of 
Atliol fled at their approach, and TuUibardine and his brother 
taking possession, received the Prince in his paternal halls. Still 
marching onwards, the vanguard of the army arrived at Perth on 
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Uiu 3rd of Suptoiubur, and uii liiu 4lli tliu I'riiiuu iiiudu IiIh piiblio 
entry into tlmt city on horuubAck, auiidHt bind ucolaniAtioiiH ot' wel- 
oiine. Thu Cbevalior dti St. Uoorgo waH tboru piHiclainied King uf 
Great Dritain. On tho day CharloH entunxl i*ertb he bad only ono 
I louia d*or left out of tho 400U ho had branght with him. On tbo 
, nth of Soptomber the j'nnco loft tho city, hia army Htrongthvned 
by aUmt 200 men brouf^ht by thu Duke of Perth, and by a handful 
■ of Lowland reoruita. Ho had nicuivud information that Cono had 
I found out hiH error on roaohiuK InvtTnoM, and wau now marching to 
Aberdfleu witli tho intention of embarking at that port, and n^tum- 
I ing with all the Hpeod the windH and wavuH wonld purmit, for tlio 
[ defence of tho capital. On hearing thoHu tidings, OharluH formed 
Ilia plana to foreatal hiaonomy'H advance upon Edinburgh by a move- 
ment uf hiH own. On tho 12lh of Soptemb«>r ho punhud forward, 
and on tho 13th prooooded to tho fordH of Fruw, about eight miloH 
Above Stirling, flinco tho army could not croHH the Frith of Forth, 
I where ■evenU of the King'H HliipH woro Htationcd, nor yet bv tho 
bridge under tlio cannon of tlie caHtlo ; but at tho fordH nuar Frew, 
the river being low at thin aeaaon, thoy croHHod without dilHuulty, 
uotwithatanding tlio dragoona that Oopt) had loft behind him at 
I Stirling town, and who retired before them to Leitli. In paMiing tho 
' Fiirth, CharloH may be naid to have paMHed \\\h Hubicon, an no hud loft 
I the lliffhlandH behind him, and entered thu low country prepared to 
ineet hia fate. 

Tho inanrgent anny, with tho Prince at ita head, now naaHud over 
the plain of Ihmnockburn, and on tho 14th halted at Tatkirk. Tho 
Earl of Kilmaniook n^coived him an bin Hoveruign, and appriued him 
of the intention of (Colonel Gardiner to dinpnto the panuage of 
Unlitligow Bridge. The i*rinco, hoping to nurprine him, sent 1000 
llighiandom forward, under the ccnnnnind of Lord George Murray, 
[ but finding the dragomiH had decamped, they (juietly took noHHOHHion 
I uf tJie town and ita ancient palace, and punhed forward their advance 
I to Kirkiiaton, eight miloH from Edinburgh. Trannporta had been 
I diapatohed from tho Firth on the lOtli of September to fetch Sir John 
I Cope and hia men from Abordoon ; and the eitizenn of the capital 
, were agitated between the hopea and fearn of contending pnrtieH, and 
kept eouatantly looking to the vanea and weathercocka, conacioua how 
much tlieir doatiiiy hung auapended on the winda *, for tho capital 
waa in a very defenceleaa atate exeeut the caHtle, aecure in ita 
iiiaooeaaible poaition, and with a auflicieiit garriaon under General 
(jueat, an intrepid veteran. Around the town aome alight and incom- 
plete fortifloations had been thrown up ; but within, for a garriaon, the 
only force oonaiated of the town guard, the " ICdinburgh Regiment,'* — 
a very indifferent corpa, which had only been levied and embodied 
a week before, — and a few volunteera whoae number never amounted 
to AOO. All theae forcea were under the command of the Jiord 
I'rovoBt, Archibald Stewart. General Giieat propoaed that theae 
regimeuta with the dragoona, which had retired before the rebela at 
Linlithgow, ahuuld go out and meet the Highlaiidera on their way to 
the oily. In the enthuaiaam of the moment the volunteera cuiuMnted 

o 2 
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to do so; and to collect them together the fire-bell, an ominons 
signal, began to toll in the midst of divine service, for it was Sunday 
the 15th of September. The congregations poured forth out of the 
churches into the streets, and at the sight of the warlike prepara- 
tions the female friends and relatives of the volunteers were filled 
with consternation, and clung round the objects of their tenderness 
with tears and entreaties to them to consult their precious safety. 
The effect of these exhortations was soon apparent ; man after man 
dropped off, so that when the commander passed the gates and 
looked about him, he found only a dozen or two in his train. On 
this occasion, however, the citizen soldiers were not shamed by any 
superiority in the regular troops. Brigadier Fowkes had been dis- 
patched from London to assume the command, and in the course of 
that same afternoon had landed at Leith. Early on Monday morning 
the dragoons and the town guard were drawn up at the Colt Bridge 
by their new chief. Here they were reconnoitred by a party of 
mounted gentlemen from the Highland army, who, as tney rode up, 
discharged their pistols in the usual manner of skirmishers. Imme- 
diately the whole body of cavalry were seized with an unaccountable 
panic, and took to flight : no sense of honour, no respect to orders 
could arrest them, and they never halted until they reached Pres- 
tonpnnfl, distant about six miles, where were the house and grounds 
of Colonel Gardiner, their commander. Even here they did not 
remain long, for an alarm coming in during the night that the 
Highlanders were on their march to attack them, they instantly 
mounted their horses and resumed the race, never stopping nntil 
they reached the shore of Dundee. This flight was popularly called 
*' The Canter of Colt Brigg," and was one of the most disgraceful 
and unaccountable panics that ever afflicted regular troops. 

Six or seven hundred men, however, still mounted guard at the gates 
of the capital, but the Prince had contrived to send in a message to 
the town, to acquaint the authorities that if they would admit him 
peaceably all would be well, but otherwise they must make up th«r 
minds to the consequences. In the course of the day a letter was 
sent to the Lord Provost, signed Charles, P.R., which he refused to 
read, but after a confused debate it ended in a resolution to send 
a deputation to the Prince, entreating a suspension of hostilities and 
time for fuller deliberation. The messengers had scarcely taken their 
departure when intelligence arrived of General Cope and his traiia- 
ports having been seen off Dunbar, and of his intention to land and 
march with all speed to the capital. On receiving this news, the 
first intention of the town council was to recal their deputiee^ bat 
they were already at Greysmill, a place within two miles of the city, 
where Charles was now quartered ; and their friends feared that if 
they attempted resistance their hostages, now in the hands of Charles, 
might be hanged. However, this deputation returned about ten 
o'cl«)ck at night with the answer, which was very peremptory. A 
written paper signed by John Murray, of Broughton, imported that 
his Royal Highness considered the manifesto of his father, the King, 
1 sufficient security, and he demanded to he received into the eity at 
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bis son and representative. He expected a positive reply to this 
summons before two o'clock in the morning. Thus pressed for time, 
the bewildered magistrates could think of no better expedient than 
to 6end a second deputation to Greysmill, with renewed entreaties 
for delay. This deputation the Prince refused to admit to his pre- 
sence; and about four in the morning they were returning with 
heavy hearts through the Canungate, a suburb separated from the 
town by walls and a strong gate called the Nether Bow, when upon 
this being opened to admit the hackney-coach which had brought 
back the deputies, Cameron, of Lochiel, who, with some 500 of his 
clan had been lying in ambush with a barrel of powder to blow up 
the gate, rushed in, overpowered and seized the guard, and were at 
once masters uf the city. 

20. Thk Rebels take Possession of Edinburgh. 

Prince Charles put himself in motion about ten o'clock on the 17th, 
to take possession of the palace of his ancestors. To avoid the fire uf 
the castle, he marched by Duddingston, entered the King's Park by a 
breach which had been made in the wall, and halted his men in the 
hollow, under Arthur's Seat, between the hills, thus approaching 
Uolyrood by the Duke's Walk, so named after his grandfather, James 
II. Charles's whole force did not exceed 2000 men, and they had 
no artillery of any sort, except a small iron gun, which for want of a 
carriage was laid on a cart. The men were armed with every de- 
scription of weapon, some with firelocks of all sorts and sizes, some 
with Highland broadswords, and French swords, some without any, 
while others had only scythes and pitchforks; nevertheless, they had 
a bold and imposing aspect. Charles wore the Highland dress with a 
blue bonnet on his head, and on his breast the order of St. Andrew. 
He began his mai'ch on foot, but the crowd that pressed round him 
almost threw him down, and he therefore mounted a charger, having 
on his right, the Duke of Perth, and on his left. Lord Elcho. At 
noon, the heralds, arrayed in their antique dresses, were compelled to 
assemble at the Old Cross to proclaim King James YIll., and to read 
the royal declaration and commission of regency. 

21. The Rotal Army lands at Dunbar. 

While they were thus occupied. Sir John Cope was landing his 
troops, artillery, and stores at Dunbar — an operation that was not 
completed until the morning of the 18th, when it was resolved to 
march instantly upon Edinburgh. On the 19th, Cope left Dunbar 
with his little army, which made a great show with its cavalry, 
artillery, and long train of baggage-waggons, and on the following 
morning the General continued his march ; but when he came near 
Haddington, he suddenly quitted the high road, on account of the 
defiles and enclosures near it, where cavalry could not act, and took 
the lower road by St. Germain's and Seaton. Charles had not been 
sucoeflBful in inducing the burghers of Edinburgh to enlist in his 
lerrice ; nor was he joined during the single day he had remained 
at the capital with more than a reinforcement of some 600 of the 
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Clan Madauffhlan; nevertheless, the Prince announced his inten- 
tion to lead his men forward against Sir John Cope, and to give him 
battle — a courageous measure, which obtained the consent of all his 

i officers. On Thursday the 19th, he and his troops lay on their arms 
at the village of Duddingston, and early on the morning of the 20th, 
Charles put himself at the head of his Highlanders, who followed 
him in a single narrow column with joyous anticipations of yietory. 
The cavalry scarcely amounted to fifty, and they had only a single 
iron gun, called by the Highlanders, ^ The musket's mother," which 
was fired as a signal of march, but was useless for any other military 
purpose. The Highland army crossed the bridge at Mnsselburgfay 
and then struck away over the hills to the right, leaving the poet 
road altogether. In the afternoon they reached Carbenry Hill 
(rendered memorable as the spot where Queen Mary was led captive 
by her insurgent subjects), and then they came in full sight of the 
King's army. Cope had taken up his position on the plain near 
the town of Prestonpans, betwixt Colonel Grardiner's house and 
Port Seaton, and had sent forward parties to recounoitre, only 
looking for the insurgents to come by the road and open coantiy. 

i But when he suddenly saw them appear on the ridge to the aonth- 
west, he immediately changed his front, and re*formed his army — his 
right leaning on Gardiner's park wall, and the village of Preston, 

I while at some distance from his left was Seaton House and the sea, 
and a little in his rear lay the village of Prestonpans. When the 

I royal troops first perceived the insurgents, they set up a loud shout 

I of defiance, which was promptly answered by a Highland yell. The 
two armies were less than a mile apart, the Prince occupving the 
ridge in front of the little village of Tranent ; but between them and 
the King's forces was a swamp or morass, cut by hedges, dry stone 
dykes, and willow trees; and close in front of the regular troops 
was a ditch with a thick strong hedge. The Highlanders, impatient 
to be led forward, were with difficulty restrained by any authority ; 
but Ker of Gradon, having examined the ground with great care, 
assured the Prince that the morass was deep and difficult, and coold 
not be passed to attack the English in front, without risking the Iosb 
of the whole army. Both forces, therefore, lay inactive the rest of 
the day, except that Cope fired a few cannon-shot, and dislodged a 
party of insurgents from the churchyard at Tranent. In the 
night some Highlanders deserted from Cope's army, and one of 
them, a Jacobite gentleman of the neighbourhood, named Robert 
Anderson, undertook to show the Prince's army a pass across the 
morass, where they might cross without being exposed to the enemy's 
fire, or be seen by them. Lord Naime had been dispatched to the 
westward to watch if Cope should march ofif towards Edinburgh: 
this, however, he seemed to have no intention of doing, as the night 
was dark and cold, and he had settled himself at comfortable quarters 
at C<»ckenzy, thus damping the spirits of his men by renuuning 
altogether on the defensive. 
Charles, after partaking of a homely repast at the little Tillage inn 
Tranent, lay in a field of peas that had been lately reaped, and one 
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of the sheafs formed his pillow. He was aroused from his slumbers to 
hold a council with his followers, when it was resolved to trust to the 
guidance and loyalty of the Lowland gentleman, and to attack by way 
of Kirzan Head, thus, in a great measure, avoiding the morass. Lord 
Naime and his detaohment'were accordingly recalled, and the troops 
got under arms and began to move in silence, Anderson leading the 
way, 

22. The Battle op Prbstonpans. 

At the earliest peep of day on the 2lBt of September, and under 
the fkvouring veil of a frosty mist and fog that hung over the 
swampy ground, the Highlanders commenced their march. The 
Clanronalds were in fh>nt in columns of three men in a rank : not a 
whisper was heard among them. The pass was found lonely and 
unguarded, and the morass was crossed without much difficulty, 
though even in this selected place many sank knee-deep, and the 
Prince himself stumbled and fell. Somo of the royal troops on 
picquet now heard their footfalls, and rode off firing their pistols to 
gire the alarm. The clans, still as silent as death, pushed on, and 
crossed the ditch upon a littlo narrow wooden bridge, where the 
Duke of Perth, who led the column, halted them, and ordered them 
to face to the left and form as usual. The first line consisted of six 
regiments. The Clanronalds, and men of Glengarry and Keppoch 
on the right ; the Macgregors and Drummonds in the centre ; and 
the men of Alpin and Lochiel on the left. Behind this line stood a 
body of reserve or second line, consisting of tho Athol men, the 
Robertsons of Struan, the Macdonalds of Glencoe, and the Mac- 
laufffalaus. Charles took his post in front of this body of reserve, 
and behind the first lino. On the other hand Sir John Cope lost no 
time in disposing his troops. Tho mass of the infantry stood in the 
centre. Hamilton's dragoons occupied the left, and Gardiner's horse 
the right, where the artillery, under Colonel Whiteford, was also 
posted, close to the morass ; there was no body of reserve. The 
ground which intervened between the two armies was an extensive 
oom-fleld, perfectly level, and without bush or tree. The mists 
rolling away before the morning sun revealed the two armies to each 
other; the Highlanders did not stay long to gaae, but having with 
nnoOTered heads uttered a short i)rayor, they pulled their bonnets 
oTer their brows and rushed forward, each clan a separate mass; 
the thick stubble rustled under their foot as they ran on, speaking 
and muttering in a manner that expressed and heightened their 
fieroeness ana rage, which gradually rose into a terrific yell. Their 
flrat attack was Ted by Lochiel upon tho guns: the countrymen 
whose horses had been seized to bring them into position had 
run away, and they were not served by regular gunners, but only by 
leftmen, whom Cope had hastily collected from the ships. The 
Camerons and Stuarts ran straight on the muzzles of the guns, and 
dispersed the scared artillerymen in all directions. The cannon 
eontisted of seven pieces and four cohoms, which the Highlanders 
mneh dreaded, but ever after this battle they never regarded can 
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non, for though these had fired on them as they advanced, they bad 
done little execution. Colonel Gardiner commanded a charge of his 
dragoons, encoura^ng them both by voice and example ; but they 
were received by a heavy rolling fire from the Highlanders, who 
rushed on them with their drawn broadswords, and the dragoona 
fled, leaving tlie guns behind them. On the right at nearly the same 
time, and in nearly the same manner, did the Macdonalda scatter 
before them Hamilton's regiment of horse. The English infantry 
now remained uncovered on both flanks, but they were undismayed^ 
and poured upon the centre of the insurgent army a steady and well- 
directed fire. The Highlanders threw doi»ii their muskets, and 
rushed on the royal troops with their sharp claymores, and c<Hning 
to close quarters, they parried the soldiers' bayonets with their 
targets, and the clans in masses broke through the extended lines 
of the infantry at several points, by which means the whole was 
thrown into confusion. So rapid was this Highland onset, that 
in five or six minutes the whole brunt of the battle vnts OTer. 
Not one of the regulars attempted to load his piece a second time ; 
not one English bayonet was used; few had courage enough to 
provoke the broadsword: the men threw down their arms and 
surrendered. Never was a victory more complete ; the whole num- 
ber of sluin in the King's army was nearly 400. The loss of the 
insurgents was only thirty men, with four officers killed, and seventy 
men, with F.ix officers wounded. The cannon, tents, baggage, and 
military chest, containing 2500/., besides eighty officers, fell into 
the bauds of the victors. The Prince remained on the field until 
midday, giving orders for the relief of the wounded without any 
distinction of friend or foe. Sir John Cope, with the assistance of 
the Earls of Home and Loudon, collected about 450 of the dragoons, 
and Hed away from the field too fast to be taken, for Charles luid no 
cavalry. The fugitives are said to have reached Coldstream that 
night. Even there they did not feel secure, but after a night's rest, 
sought shelter behind the ramparts of Berwick, where the General 
was received by his brother officer. Lord Mark Kerr, with the 
sarcastic compliment, *' That he was the first general on record who 
had carried the tidings of his own defeat.'' This battle was called 
Gladsmnir by the insurgents, out of respect of some ancient predic- 
tion ; but Gladsmuir is a large open heath, a full mile to the east of 
the field of battle. From this victor}' Charles reaped manifold and 
important advantages. His folIi>wer8 were armed, his party en* 
couraged, and his enemies intimidated. He was supplied with m \ 
train of field artillery and a considerable sum of money, and he saw 
himself possessed of all Scotland, except the fortresses. Old General J 
Guest was still in the Castle of Edinburgh ; but there was scarcely 
another English regiment any where north of the Tweed. j 

23. Marshal Wade dispatched to the North. 

At the news of the growing insurrection Kinc George had set out I 

from Hanover, and arrived in London on the 31st of August. Mar- ■ 

''al Wade was immediately dispatched to Newcastle to collect as ! 
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nifliiy irno\m nn ]ioRf«iblf!, niid tlio inilitiii nf Rpvprnl enuniicR wpro 
mlied nut. A remiieiitioii for aid wan iiinilc in the J)utrli, who pent 
over IMKH) men: tliree liattnlintin of f^unnln, and nrvrrnl rcKirncntfi of 
infantry were recalled from Fhuidcrn, and thrnn troopn forflinitli 
lief^an their march to tlio North. Adniirnl Vernon war alfl<i npixiintod 
to command a fleet which wnn nfationcd in tlio J)nwtifl, in oimIit to 
fihuerve tlie French liarbonrn and thoir cruiRorn. MHinhnl Wnde'n 
force reiidezvoiiRed at NewcaRtle, nnd cnnninted of nhoiif, 10,0(K) men. 
Another army, com imRe<l of Dutch, PanoR, and Fin^liBh troopR, wan 
forming under the Duke of Cuinherland, who had hcen Ruinrnoned 
out of Germany in great hante, and the whole KngliBli nation juepared 
themaelveB to rine an one man againat the already formidable invader. 

34. CifAntiRA AT IIor.TRnon Vklavk, 

Oiarles wan thought to have lont hin hent op)Mirlunlty of marching 
into England at this time, whilat it wan hare of troopn, and the people 
in cfinnteriiation and panic, but he wan not altogether manter of liia 
situation. 

Immediately after his victory, wliole bodien of bin men went off to 
the Highlandn Ut carry away the booty they had obtained, ro that 
had lie marched directly fr<Mn the Held of battle he could R(?arcely 
have nnintere<l 1500 men beneath IiIr Rtandard. fie therefore wan 
obliged to wait for the return of theRo initn from their lifinieR, and 
during that time fie entabliRhed hiniRolf at lfolyroo<l, and exerted 
himnelf to get hin cauae advanced by every menuR in liiR p<iwer. He 
caused Jamen Vf II. to be proclnifned in almoni every town in Scot- 
tand, and neized ttie jniblic money for his Rervice. At one time 
(liarlen even flattered hiniRelf that the ('anile of fOdinburgh Wfiuld bo 
put into Iiin handa by the treachery of Rome within the garriRon,aiid 
aecfirdiiigly at flrRt lie allowed neccRnariea to tie frerly carried in 
from the tf?wn, fuit failing in his liopea, and ifieii hearing that the 
rantle wan Iiadly provi<led, lie rcRfdved on the 20th of Seiitember tu 
bfrnikade it. This occaflioned (leiieral (fUeRt to bomtmni the town, 
and (in tfie 4tli of (October cauRcd tfie garrinon to nuike a vigorous 
mlly, to set fire to mime fiouncR, and ifi make a trenrh between the 
raatle and the upper en<l of the High Street, where they planted Rome 
field-pieces and fired down the RtreetR, by which several of the 
lliglilandem, and a few of the unfortunate inhabitanfR, were killed or 
wounded. During tfiin catuionade (linrien b>ft Hoiyrood, wbicfi was 
too tiiucfi extioned to the gmin of the cnntln, and eRtabliRlied bin head- 
(|UHrtem at DtiddingRton, out of the reaeh of OueRt^R cannon-balln, 
and where tlie rcRt of tlie army were encaiiipefl. During thiR content 
with the governor of the castle very few people, either in Kdinburgh 
or itfl neighbourhood, joined the I'rinep, luit the ffigblandcrn abfiut 
fhin time came liack from tfiehiiln in rather large iiuinberR, and within 
nix weekn of liin victory the reliel army again niURtered nearly fiOtMl 
men. f treat palna were taken to erpiip mid diRcij^line the inraiitry, 
their rations were fiunctually RUpplied to them, an(i their pay fixed. 

Forced loann were imponcd on (tlangow and Rome other placcn. 
The gfiods in the Cuntom-liouses at Leith and other parts were neixed 
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and converted into money. A French ship had anchored in Montroae 
harbour with bOdOL on board; and three ships also arriTed with 
1000/. more, besides 5000 stand of arms, a train of six field-pieces, 
and several French and Irish officers. A Monsieur de Boyer, called 
the Marquis d'EquiUes, came by this opportunity, whom Charles, 
with excellent policy, received with studied ceremony as the accredited 
ambassador from the King of France to the Prince Regent of Soot- 
land. This belief, together with the promise of a French landing in 
England in Charles's favour, raised and sustained the spirit of his 
partisans, but he could not, nevertheless, get any large aulditions to 
them. As a proof of the general feeiine respecting we Pretender's 
cause, it may be stated that even whilst he was residing at Holyrood, 
the preachers in the Kirk continued to pray for King Greorge, and on 
one Mr. Vicar being requested to say a word for Pnnce Charles, he 
acquiesced in words to the effect, '^ As for the young prince who is 
come hither in quest of an earthly crown, grant, O Lord, that he may 
speedily receive a crown of glory." 

25. The Rebels enter England. 

The young Chevalier having, at length, matured and fixed his 
plans, and collected together a force, of whom about 500 were cavalry, 
set out on the last day of October on bis progress into En^and. 
His little army was divided into two colunms : the first moved upon 
Carlisle, by the direct road through Moffat ; the second, commanded 
by Charles in person, took the more circuitous route by Kelso, at if 
it were intended to enter England by way of Northumberland, and 
thus meet Marshal Wade, who lay in his front at Newcastle. Either 
column was preceded by some horsemen, calling themselves hussars, 
who kept a good look out, and scoured the country for intdligence. 
But almost as soon as they quitted Edinburgh the Highlanders began 
to desert, for the country beyond the Cheviot and the Tweed was an 
unknown world to them, and they did not like to go so far ftroin 
their homes. The Prince crossed the Tweed at Kelso and halted tat 
two days, whilst he sent forward sham orders to Wooler to prepare 
quarters for his troops, as if he intended to march eastward ; and 
thus to alarm Wade for himself, and divert his attention from Car- 
lisle, the real object of attack. Charles, by a sudden turn to the 
westward, across Liddisdale, entered CumberUnd, and on the 8th the 
two columns united and marched forward on Carlisle, which tbejf 
summoned in form on the 10th. 

This town, like all the old inland fortifications of England, had 
been suffered to go into decay since the cessation of the fierce bordei 
wars between the Scotch and English: it was surrounded by a 
tottering wall, and overtopped by a once massive castle, bat nov 
in a very mouldering condition. In this fortress there was only i 
single company of eighty invalids in garrison, commanded 1^ 
Colonel Durant ; but there were the whole militia of the two oountiei 
of Cumberland and Westmoreland, amounting to some 1000 men 
within the city, all well supplied with ammunition. Colonel Daram 
'lok measures with the Mayor for the defence, and resolved to leton 
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nn Aimwrr tn tho Vriiico'ii miiuiuonN. Ilowrvrr unflt ihny might bo to 
Htmul A i«lrgo, thny tbniii^ht fliny pouM nitiiit nn iMinniy who hnd no 
nthrr mnnoii than a fow 4-poiin(l(>ifs nml tli(\v no tlouht rxiu*otn(l 
IhHt Wndo wtmM iiiniirdintrly niAirh from NowoiiHtln to thoir rrHi»r. 
To tho |)ulfT» of IVrth wah kIvoii tho «llrf*otioii of t)if* nioK*** **"*! l<or(l 
(lonroo Murray xvAH onh^nMl tooommnml thn oovoriiiff foiTo, aikI took 
np lim qunrtnrii At Ilnrrnhy, on tho roAil to IVnrltn, plnciiitf (Jlon- 
Imckot nt llickorhy on tlio mtrth nido of tho rivor, to himlor nnv 
micniur fi^mi f(«>in)( Into tho town hy tho hri«lKO. On tho 1,1th IVrth 
ororto<1 A hnttory, An«I wam plnoing a fow oontoniiitihlo floh1-|iioopii 
npim It, whon tlm vAliAnt MAyor aikI \\\n militia hmt conrnK«s And 
hung out n whito tlAg for tho town. Porlh n^fiiMMl to admit of Any 
popnrato rnpltnlAtlon, InnlNthiK that tlio raMlo nlinuld ho inoludod in 
tho PurrrndiT, and tho romili wna, that both onMlo and town worn 
giv«ii up, on oiinditlon that tho garrinon might n>tiiv whoro thoy 
ploANod, nftor giving np thoir Armn and homoN. and pmniiaing not ti> 
aorro ngainnt (MiArioa for a twolvpmnnth. Tho wliolo niogp did not 
mHit tho bonlogom mon* tlmn ono mnn killod and mio wonnuod. Thn 
Duko of l*orth took iHwaonaion of rarlinlo on tho lAih, and tho young 
niovniior niado bin triumphant ontry on tho IKfh. 

Tho niaroh to Kolao had oomplotoly blliidod (Jonoral Wado, and 
ho dill not movo from NowoAwtlo until tho day Aftor ('aHUIo Imd 
boon tAkon ; whon, hoaring of thai ovont at lloxham, ho thought 
pntpor to go Imrky loaving tho InnurgontN at full lihorly to pmdi mr- 
wanl If thoy ploaaod. ('harlon dotonnlnod to vontun' it : Indood ho 
onubl not bavo gimo back hiid bo winbod it ; for no aoonor waa bo 
nut of Kilbibnrgh than tho orown ollloom n*turnod to It in aolonin 
pmoomion. Tho oantlo waa ndnforood, and (Jonoral Wndo nont two 
n»glniontN of cavalry t^i nupport tho now lovinn that woro anHomblod 
In thn rapital. rharhm aont baok ordom to Kord Stratballan to nu)vn 
forwAnlfnun IVrth upon tho rApital with all anood.hut ho wan in no 
condition to obry tbnan lUHtrnotiona, and I'«dinfiurgli wan aooonlingly 
Inat to tho inmirgonta, and all tho othor groat townii of trado and Tn- 
duatry won* boglnnbig t«> givo alarming aymptoma of tlipir loyalty to 
King (9o<irgo. 

Iioaving A Nmall garriann of 3(H) mon In (^arlUlo (*aat)o. ('barloM, on 
tho !10ih of Novonibor, advanoiMl on Pronion in two divinionN. From 
thia town tho lligblandora movod to Wigan, whoro thoy arrivml 
on tho anib, and a party punbing on tbnmgh I.nigh, ontonMl Man- 
rhoator tho aamo day, wbf>ri* tho rrinco ofitnblifibfMl liin hoad-iiuartora 
on tho 3f)th. Tho ringing of bolln and tlip aooliiinationa of multitudoa 
Hid indood mark bin <Mitry, and tho town wan ordnriMl lo bo illumU 
natod at night, lint fow jolnod biantandard, and tho dinappointnuMit 
of tho Highland b*adora at thoir oold n«ooption wa** aggravatod by thn 
nowN thoy nctw n^ooivod of tho formldabin numtiorn and movrmontH 
of tho onomy. Wailo wan marching through Yorknhiiv to attaok 
thmn in tho n^ar. Tho Uuko of t'umborland, wIiono boad-quartora 
woro At Iiiohflold, wan In thoir front, with a forco of not hva tbnn 
BOOflMddlrm; and botwocn hini and liundon tboi^? wha yot anothor 
iMidy of mon forming at Klnohloy. 
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i)2 CllAULKS AT DUHUV. [a.D. 

IinuKMliatrly aftrr tlio I*rinoo had (juittcil i^rt'Hton, oi'dci'H wen) 
^\\vu that ull tlio bridf^vs Hhould be broken down and tbo fonU H|ioilcd, 
in order to hinder bis iiroj^reiw. This wan Ht the time much InugbeU 
at, aH mippoHin^ tbu Ilif^lilanders wonhl ^ive tlienmcIvoH any trouble 
about a brid^^o if tbu water waH only f(»rdnbio; but tlioii^h thotto could 
HO easily paKM tbo river, tbu artilb'ry and baf^f^a^i^e, with Hundry otlier 
portions i)f the Prince^H army, could not ho well dinpenHe with bridges; 
and aecordinf;ly, after Homu eonsultation among the lendem, it wai 
decided to jnimecuU? the niurcli by way «>f Cheviot into WalcB, whcro 
tlu^y hoped to find nuiny adherents. })ut all the bridgoH being broken 
down aen>sa the Mei-sey, they woro left without any choice, but 
I (Mther to fall back, iih some recommended; or t4> follow the fMUhuiuABm 
I of the l*rinee, who felt ({uite certain he would be joined by many ad- 
, herents an he approached the TnMit. Acconlingly the nmto ti» Stock* 
])ort waH chosen: and on the iHt of December the army moved 
forward, fording the river near that place. On the Hanic day Charles 
[ entered Macelesiield, where lie innnediately ordered his men to put 
! their firelocks in order in expectation of a battle. From theneo Ijord 
' (leortTo Murray nnirtdied to Congleton with a Btrong body of homo 
I and foot, and sent forward Colonel Kerr, who diulodged and drovo 
befon> him the Duke of Kingston and a small body of KngliHh horae, 
and pursued them Home way on the nmd to NewcaRtle. The Duke 
of Cumberland deeeiviMl by this side movement, and impretMed with 
the full belief that the IlighianderH intended to get into WalcH, pushed 
forward his main body to Stone, in order to interpone between them 
and that country, and bo ready either to intercept or fight them M 
i cireunistanceH mii;ht re(|uin\ Lord (ieorge Murniy liaving obtained 
accurate intelligence of the Duke's movements by a Hpy, whom he 
had captured, instantly turned olf to the left and gained the high road 
! by a forced march to Ashbourne, by which dextenmH maniuuvro 
th(> insurgents got to Derby on the 4tli of December, and thus inter- 
posed themselves between the Duko <tf ("umberland'ti army and the 
! capital. Charles was now in high HpiritH at fuuling himself withiu 
130 miles of lioudon. At ])erby he again proclaimed bis father, but 
I there were only a few of the lowest of tho people who would enlist in 
his H(>rvice. Not a single penton of the leaHt conmniuence came to hii 
Ktandanl, and he waK placed with a handful of men between two 
])owerful armies in the midst of winter, and iu a country, if not 
liostile, at least not friendly tt» him. 

2(1. CiIAIU.K.S AT DkUUV. 

1'jirly in tho morning, after his arrival at Derby, Lord Goorge 
Murray, the real conunander-in-chief, and the man of nnmt military 
ability and experience, came to him with all the other leaders, and 
laid before the Prince their earnest and unanimous o]>inion for an im- 
mediate retreat to Scotland. In this council of war then* wan much 
ditferenee of opiniiui and tliscussittn, but the majority of the chieftains 
were doubtless swayed by Lord (i<M>rge Murray, and none by Charles 
himself. Tho Dukeof Perth aiul Locliiel,liowever, were for proceeding, 
or att(>mpting to pnx'ced, to I^undon. It was representoU tiiat in a day 
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or two 25,000 or 30,000 men would have been combined against them, 
whilst their own force was barely 6000 men. Charles, however, was 
so much against a retreat, that the decision was adjourned, and his 
army rested that day at Derby ; during which the Prince continued 
to expostulate singly with each of the chieftains, in the hope of 
changing their opinions ; but it was all in vain, and at length he was 
brought by some of them to a sullen consent to their measure. It 
was resolved to return to Scotland, and to send orders to Lord John 
Dnmiinond to march with all expedition at the head of his whole 
foree^ to join the Prince on the borders. This retreat was now to be 
attempted in the face of two superior armies; and besides the danger 
attending that, their cause would be utterly ruined in England, and 
their friends much dispirited in Scotland. 

27. The rebkls Retreat into Scotland. 

Before daylight on the Monday, 6th of December, the Highlanders 
marched from Derby in the grey of the morning, the common men be- 
lieving that they were going forward to fight the Duke of Cumberland, 
for which they had prepared themselves, by taking the Sacrament, 
and sharpening their swords on the previous day of rest. It is said 
they set ofif as if they were marching to Loughborough, when they sud- 
denly turned northward. As soon as the Highlanders discovered that 
they were retracing their steps, nothing was to be heard but expres- 
Bons of rage and indignation. '* Had we been beaten," they said, 
^ our grief could not have been greater." Charles, who during the 
advance had generally walked on foot at the head of his men, now 
mounted on horseback, *' for his spirit was heavy, and he could not 
walk nor hardly stand." On the 9th, about the hour of noon, they 
re-entered Manchester. Here the inhabitants opposed their van- 
gnard on entering the town, and hung on their rear when they 
marehed away. Such a different reception from what this town had 
previously given them offended the Prince, and he imposed and ex- 
acted a fine of 5000^. on the town. He had designed to halt his 
army here for a day, but was dissuaded by Lord George Murray, 
and on the morning of the 10th the retreat was pursued. The Duke 
of Perth had been sent forward to learn tidings of Lord John Drum- 
mond and his French troops, but he was attacked by the country 
people, and after losing several of his cavalry, was forced to return 
to Charles at Kendal on the 14th of December. 

The Duke of Cumberland, assured of the Prince's retreat from 
Derby^ immediately ooitimenced a pursuit at the head of all his 
cavalry and 1000 foot, but on arriving at Macclesfield, the Duke 
found that with all dispatch the enemy were full two days' march 
a-bead of him. Continuing to press forward he was joined at Preston 
fe^ another body of horse, under General Oglethorpe, which Marshal 
Wade had sent across the country to him. Early on the 18th he 
•vertook the rear-guard of the Highland army, commanded by Lord 
George Murray, at Clifton. Lord George, at break of day, saw a bod^ 
of men, dismounted cavalry or in&ntry, gliding forward to surprise 
the camp along the stone fences, and he immedintely cried, '' Clay- 
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more ! ** and ruBhed on, Bwurd iu hand, fullowed by the Macplieroons 
and StuartB. In a few minutcH the English were completely repulsed, 
their commander, Colonel Honeywood, being left severely wounded 
on the field, with some 100 men killed and disabled: whilst the 
Highlanders only lost twelve men, so tliat the intended surprise by 
the royal troops ended in their complete discomfiture. It was witli 
I difficulty the men could bo recalled from tho pursuit, and Lord 
i George even thought of maintaining his position, but fearing that 
they might be overpowered by superior numbers, Charles ordered all 
\ the forces to join liim at Penrith, and iiiHtantly resumed his march, 
I late as it was, that same night, leaving Clanronald*s and Keppoch's 
I regiment at Penrith to cover his retreat, and to make Cumberland 
I believe that he intended to stay and fight him the next day. So 
I effectual, however, was the check that Lord George had given the 
royal troops, that the Duke forbore any furtlier attempts to harass 
tlie Highlanders in their retreat, and early on the 19th the insurgents 
arrived undisturbed at Carlisle. It was clear that the young Prince 
' apprehended a pursuit; for both his officers and men were spent with 
fatigue, and in a deplorable condition. Even at Carlisle they only 
rented part of a day and a night — setting forward early on the morn- 
ing of the 20th of December, the Prince's birthday, and on that very 
night tb.ey crossed the Esk and re-entered ScotUnd. The river was 
swollen with winter floods, and yet nearly all the men got over safely, 
wading arm locked in arm, and supporting each other against the 
violence of the current. The Duke was not far behind them, for 
whilHt they were crossing the Esk, he advanced on Carlisle, wliieh be 
ininiediatcly invested. The garriHon had been augmented with 
Colonel Townley*s Manchester regiment, and most of the fi«ld cannon 
which the insurgents had left behind them. At first the garrtsoa 
Htfcined disposed to make a vigorous resistance, as they thought 
Cumbt^rland had no battering artillery to employ against them ; on 
the 29th, however, some wvro unexpectedly brought and began to 
play on the mouldering walls, and much astonished tlie garrison by the 
ri'ply to their fire of six 18-pounders, for Mr. Townley was neither an 
experienced nor comiietent commander, and, therefore, a white flag 
was at once hung out and proposals made to capitulate; but the only 
ternib that could be obtained from his Uoyai Highness were, that the 
garrison should not be put to the sword, but reserved for his Majesty's 
pleasure. The Duke leaving the command to General Haw ley, set out 
from Carlisle on tlie Srd of Januury for London. 

The Highlanders in Charles's army, as so<m as they were again in 

their own territory, began to run home, but the main body nurched 

by different routes, Glasgow being the iM>int fixed for tlie reunion 

of the different divisions. Murray arrived tliere on the 2Sth, and 

the Prince the day after. On the first news of Charles's I'etum from 

• England, the King's troops, then at Stirling, fell back on Edinburgh, 

not feeling themselves strong enough U} keep their ground on tlie river 

Forth, between the two armies of insurgents, so that there was no 

I obstruction to tlic junction of the Prince with both L«)rd John 

' Drummuud, who had lauded with a French force at MuntroM, nnd 
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iOp who remainod ttiU »t P«rtli. By theio aooeiniunt, the 
e under Charlee's banner wm augmented to nearly 9000 
ig the largest he had ever oommauded in tlie oourae of thU 
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BBBLS BISIBOB 8T1RLIN0 OASTLIC.— 2. DATTLB OF FALKIRK.— 
nUKB OF OUMDBHLAND SBNT TO TUB N0aTU.-»4. THB UATTLB 
.LODKN.— 5. WAR IN TUB LOW OOUNTRIBI.— 6. RATTLB OF 
'X.— 7* WAR IN 1TALY.~8. UATTLB OF «T. LAZARO.— 0. THB 
t AND fiPANIARIMI qUlT ITALY.— 10. THB OONFBDKRATBB BB- 
3KN0A.— 11. NAVAL WAR AND CONJUNCT BXFBDITIONS. 

1. ThB HrDRLB DBSIBQB STIRLING CaITLR. 

I imponed a heavy contribution on Qlaegow, Charles on the 
tnuary again set forward and marched to Stirling, where he 
tinted Lord John Drummund and Lord StrathaUan to Join 
with this force he purposed to undertake the siege of Stir- 
e, since Lord John Drummond had brouglit tvom France some 
I and a battering train. The castio was defended bv a good 
commanded by an experienced governor, General Blakeney. 
loh artillerv was got over the Forth with much difficulty^ 
on as it arrived, the insurgents broke ground for the siege. 
U Wade had been replaced bv Oeneral Hawley, as oom- 
Q-chief of the roval forces, for the Duke of Cumberland had 
ailed trom Carltsio, to guard the southern coast against 
apprehended invasion from the forces collected on the oppo« 
of France. Hawley had under him Major-General Huskci 
•8 Cliolmondeley and Mordaunt, and nearly 10,000 men^ 
he Argylushiro Highlanders, and Glasffow volunteers. On 
if January, he assumed the command of the royal army 
»itrffh, whence he was ordered to proceed immediately 
(lief of Stirling Castle. On the 13th he sent forward six 
I, under General Huske, and following himself on the 16th| 
1 that niffht with all his troops at Falkirk, nine miles fh>m 
bum. Charles hearing of his approach left a few hundred 
ontinuo the siege, and advancoa to meet the royal troops t 
ID his men on liannockburn (a field, as he remarked, of happy 
) nis arms), and awaited an attack ; but the English remained 
St Falkirk. Finding all expectation vain, the Prince with 
•istic ardour determined, as Hawley would not attack him, to 
awley. About eleven o'clock in tlie forenoon of the IJth, a 
Dsurgents appeared upon the high road, which traversed 
and led from Stirling to Uannoclcburn and Falkirk: they 
ith colours Hying to attract the observation of the Enalish 
iawley was away from his post at Callender House, makinff 
igreeable to the Countess of Kilinamooki whose huiband 
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wan ill tlio robol army, and slio had strong motives for misleadinff the 
general. HiiHke was thus left in command at the camp, and misled 
by th(i Highlanders* wcll-concertod stratagem, expected the attack 
to bo from that quarter in which they showod themselves; but 
while his attention waH engaged with the evolutions of these distant 
RcjuadroDH, ('harlos had already passed the river Carron, beyond 
Duiini])acc, and was proceeding towards Falkirk Moor and some 
high ground to the left of the King's army. There was now nothing 
between the two armies but Falkirk Moor, and Ilawley ordered bii 
three regiments of dragoons to advance with him and anticipate 
the IlighlanderH, while ho commanded the foot to follow with fixed 
bayonetM. For some time it appeared a race between the dragoons 
and Highlanders, which should reach the top of the hill first. The 
mountaineers however prevailed, and having occupied the height, 
formed along its ridge. The English, halting, took post on a lower 
eiuinencu. 

2. Tub Battlb op Falkibk. 

It was between three and four in the afternoon of the IJth of 
tlanuary, when the two armies had formed in position, but a storm 
of wind and rain, which beat right in the faces of the King's army, 
HO wliett(>d the muskets that not one in five would go off. The High- 
landers formed two lines. Charles took his station near the second 
line on a conspicuous mound, still known as Charles's Hill, and now 
overgn)wii with wood. There was a nigged ravine that began at the 
contn.' between the two armies, and deepened towards the plain on 
the right of the King's forces. General lluskc was poHted here, and 
Haw ley himself commanded in the centre. Colonel Ligonier being 
at the head of the cavalry. The three regiments of dragoons were 
drawn up in the front, and the infantry Ktood in two lines behind 
them ; while in the rear of all was placed the Argyleshire mih'tia, 
and tiio GloHgow n*giment in reserve. There was no artillery on 
either side, for the Highlanders had left theirs behind them, ancl the 
KngliKli guns stuck fast in a bog while they were crossing the moor, 
and eould not be extricated in time. These arrangements being 
completed, Hawley sent orders Ui Ligonier to charge with all his 
hoFKe on the enemy's right wing. < )n the word to charge Ligoniw 
led all three regiments on the Macdimald clans, who, with the utmoat 
HteadiiiesH and composure, reserved their fire until the dragoons 
euiiie within pistol-shot, and then delivered such a volley as made 
the men reel in their 8a<ldleH. This diHchargu was so teiTible, and 
the gnuind so unfavourable for cavalry, that the dragcKina tnniod and 
tied hito the very same bog where the artillery lay engulphcd, and 
sinking up to their saddle-girths, were unable to get away, and were 
ill conruM|uence literally cut to pieces. The High landers after their 
fire dropped their muKkets, and, claymore in hand, niKhed upon the 
iiifantry behind, who received them with a general discharge. Lord 
<ieorge Murray vainly endeavoured to call his men back, well knowing 
that the well •disciplined infsntrv would be firmer than the horae, 
and that a pnmiature advance might be fatal ; but these hot»head«d 
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■ fellows diaregiirded his orders. Seeing Uie danger he then moved 
'. forward smne of the other clans to attack the infantry in his front ; 
I and the English, nearly blinded by the wind and the rain, could not 
j stand firm against the well-sustained assault The left gave way, 

the centre followed the example, and the second line as well as the 

! first was tlirown into confusion and betook themselves to flight. 

I Uawley attempted to animate them by his personal courage, and was 

I to be seen, with his white head uncovered, conspicuous in the front 

' ranks of the combatants; but he got entangled in the crowd of 

! flying horse, and was swept down the hill-side without the means of 

: kDOwing whether anv of his regiments of foot remained firm or not 

I On the extreme right of the roval army, the result meanwhile had 

- been different Brigadiers Cholmondeley and Mordaunt, with 

j Barret's and Price's regiments, stood like a rock ; and being joined 

, by two otiier veteran battalions, came directly opposite the Highland 

j leh wing, where were the Cameron and Stuart clans, and began to 

' fire upon them with good effect. Cobham's dragoons, too, had rallied 

I and advanced to the support of these gallant regiments. General 

■ Huske, the commander, was an excellent officer, and did not lose his 
i presence of mind now, while the ravine pi*otected his infantry from the 
j favourite onset of the Highlanders, and the well-directed fii'e of the 

regulars spread confusion in the clans before them. These men 
were led to the belief that the day was lost ; and fearf^il that if they 
stood where they were they should get neither horses, saddles, nor 
bridles, nor any other part of the booty, they broke away from their 
lines, lost heart and went off rapidlv to the westward, spreading the 
most disastrous tidings. Thus it is said this field of battle pre- 
sented a spectacle rarely seen in war — the one army flying to the east- 
ward, and the other to the west at the same moment. The Macdonalds 
of Keppoeh, the Camerons and Stuarts, with Lord George Murray, 
succeeded in getting the Athol brigade forward ; and Charles, who, 
from his oommandiiig position, saw the whole state of things, put 
himself at the head of this force, and marching against Uuake's 
division arrested their momentary Iriumph, and forced them to with- 
draw from the field — not, however, as thoir commander-in-chief had 
done, but in steady order. It was now drawing near to five o'clock of 
a winter's evening. The earlv darkness of the season was increased 
by the black rolling clouds which continued to deluge the miserable 
noor on which the two armies were fighting; it was, therefore, 
deemed imprudent by the insurgents to push forward in the dark- 
ness for fear of stratagem, or there seems little doubt but that the 
King's army must have been utterly destroyed. The whole battle did 
not last much above half an hour. Hawloy, leaving behind him SCO or 
400 killed, amongst whom was an unusual number of officers (besides 
a great many prisone'rs, including amongst them the poet Home), drew 
off, and did not stop that night until they reached Linlithgow, where 
they rested. The Prince made his entry into Falkirk, and was con- 
ducted by torchlight to a lodging that was preuared for him. On 
the morning after the battle thousands of the Highlanders went off 
to the mountains to secnre their plunder. After staying two days at 
Vol.! I. ii 
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Falkirk, ChurlcB resolved to proceed with the iiicge, and Liird 
Drumniond again aummoned Stirling Caatlo, threatening terrible 
tliiiigH if the Burrender were longer deferred. Old General Dlakeney 
aiiHwercd as before, ** that he had alwaya l>een looked upon as a man 
of honour, and tlie rebels wfiuld find that he would die ao/* The 
Highlandera grew dea{)erately weary of siege- work, and on the 24th 
of January, after aufffring severely from the sustained and exact 
fire from the castle, tliey refused to man the batteries or go any 
more into the trenches. Nevertheless, tlie Irish brigade and the 
French regiments, who were under better discipline, continued the 
operations of the siege, and succeeded in erectinff two batteries, one 
on Gawan Hill, within forty yards of the castle, and the other on Lady 
Hill. On the 28th, they began their fire with two 18-pounders, three 
\2\ and two \0\ which did little or no mischief ; but the besiegers 
now began to suffer from a great want of provisions. They sent cot 
foraging parties in all directions, but these were kept at bay by the 
sturdy yeomen who defended their proi)crty, and not a few wero sent 
back to Stirling camp with broken heads. 

3. TiiK DuKK OP Cumberland sent to the NoRTn. 

When the tidings of the battle of Falkirk reached St. James*s 
(it was on the day of a Drawing-room), every countenance was 
clouded with doubt and apprehensions. The Duke of Cumberland 
laid tlie blame of the whole on Ilawley, and loudly expresaed his 
readiness to attack the rebels with the men that Hawley had still 
left him. His offer was accepted ; for the fear of the Frencli inva- 
aion had subsided, and his Royal Highness waa immediately ap|iointed 
to tlio chief command, it was lioiK'd that the appearance of a 
Prince of the blood would encourage the King's troops, with whom 
his lloyal Highness was popular. The royal army in Scotland waa 
aliM) rtfinforccd with fresh troops; and as the French had inaialed 
with tlie States- General that the Dutch auxiliaries should be with- 
drawn, iiOOO Hessians were transported from Flanders to Leith, 
under the command of Prince Frederick of Hesse, a son-in-law to 
his liritannic Majesty. They arrived in the beginning of February, 
by which time Cumberland had already reached Holyrood House. 
The Duke was received by tlie tro<i|)s with the warmest expreeaions 
of joy; firmnesa and confidence soon took place of irreaolutiim 
and dos|>ondencv ; and both officers and soldiers were in high 
spirita and confident of victory under their new commander. After 
remaining only thirty hours at Edinburgh, the Duke set forward with 
his army to give the inaurgents battle. Ilawley continued under his 
lioyul Highnees aa aecond in command, together with the Earl of 
Albemarle, Huske, MortUuint, and others. The army waa formed 
and marched in two columns under the two Licutenaiit-Generals. 
It consiated of fourteen battalions and the Argyleshire men : Cobliam 
and Lord Mark Kerr's dragoons led the van. The head* quarters were 
the first night at Linlithgow ; but before they reached Falkirk, the 
Duke was informed tliat the rebels had retreated, and were repMsiog 



1746.] 



BElfT TO THE KOBTH. 09 



the Firthwith precipitation, but with an order that would have done 
honour to the nnett troop* in the world. 

Ever since the battle of Falkirk, violent discuMions had broken out 
between leveral of the rebel chiefs, as well as between Lord George 
Murray and Lord John Drummond, and an unlucky accident had 
raised a feud between some of the clans. Charles with astonishment 
and erief vainly endeavoured to argue with them and to reconcile them, 
but Ukiling, had nu alternative but a sullen acquiescence. The maga- 
sines were destroj^ed, by which many lost their lives ; and on the 1st 
of February the insurgents commenced their march from Stirling. 

The Duke on his march heard the report of the explosion of the 
sap guns and magazines, and forthwith detached Mordaunt with the 
vanguard to communicate with General Blakeney in the castle. 
Cumberland entered the town with the main body of his army, about 
one in the afternoon of the 2nd of February. He immediately gave 
orders to repair Stirling bridge, of which one of the arches had been 
blown up some time before bv the garrison of the castle, and while 
this work detained him, a whole company of the Irish brigade, and a 
oonsiderabie number of rebels, either delivered tl^emselves up as 
deserters, or were brought prisoners to head-quarters. After cross- 
ing the Forth at the ford of Trew, the Highlanders made a flight 
rather than a retreat; but such as kept together and obeyed orders 
went by Dunblane to Crieff, where the two bodies divided and marched 
in separate corps, Charles himself going by Taybridge, the direct 
fosd to the Highlands, and the horse and Lowlanders going by Perth 
to Aberdeen. It was agreed that they should meet again north of 
InTsmess. They were pursued, but not overtaken by the Duke, 
who fixed his head-quarters at Perth on the 5th, sending out detach- 
ments to reduce the neighbouring districts. At this city they found 
thirteen pieces of iron cannon spiked, and fourteen swivel guns taken 
out of the ** Hazard ** sloop of war, which had been surprised and cap- 
tured at Montrose the preceding November. 

Meanwhile Charles, on approaching Inverness, found it held by Lord 
Loudon for the King, with about 2000 men. On the 18th Charles ad- 
Taneed against them, but they did not wait his coming, but crossed the 
Moray Frith to Cromarty, whither they were pursued by the Earl of 
Cromurty intoSutherlandshire, where this force was entirely disbanded. 
Having occupied the town of Inverness, the Prince applied himself 
to the siege of Fort George, SRrhich surrendered in two or three days, 
pDttinff him in possession of sixteen pieces of artillerv and a con- 
siderable stock of provisions and ammunition. He then marched 
thirty-two miles to Fort Augustus, which he reduced and destroyed 
with the guns he had just taken at Fort George. Lochiel and General 
Stapleton were then sent with the Camerons, the Maodonalds of 
Keppoch, the Stuarts of Appin, and 800 of the French Irish brigade 
to Uv siege to Fort William, where they were not successful, as they 
eooid not prevent its eommunicatitm with the sea. They also failed 
in their attack on the castle of Blair, which a doughty veteran, Sir 
Andrew Agnew, maintained with some regular troops. Cumberland 
ArrlTsd fti Aberdeen on the 96th of February. His enemyi although 

H 2 



100 DX7KE OF OITMBEBLAND SENT TO THE NOBTH. [aJ). 



he had been so successful in capturing the forts, was now cooped up 
in barren mountains, and debarred from their LfOwUnd resources and 
from most of their supplies from France; and' Charles was reduced 
to his last louis d*or, and compelled to pay his troops in meal instead 
of money. He now fixed his head-quarters at Inverness. 

In the early days of March the English army begsn to draw 
still more closely round the Highlanders^ and effectually closed 
the passes whence alone money and provisions could be obtaiued. 
General Bland lay at Strathbogie, and Mordaunt at Meldrum, 
while the Duke had his head-quarters at Aberdeen. The Duke 
set out from Aberdeen on the 8th of April, at the head of about 
8000 foot and !NM) horse, under Lord Mark Kerr. He kept akmg 
the sea-coast road, having his right flank secured by the sea, seldom 
losing sight of his fleet and transports. On approaching Speymouth 
his vanguard engaged with a party of rebel hussars, on the opposite 
bank of tlie river, and soon a considerable division was discovered 
with their white flags displayed. These were under the command 
I of Lord John Drummond, and consisted in great part of the 
j men he had brought over from France. He had raised a battery 
. to sweep the foi^, and stationed his best marksmen along the 
i banks of the river; but as the Duke brought with him cannon 
; of sufficient calibre to command these imperfect works. Lord John 
I deemed his position untenable, and retired; and on the 12th the 
i royal anuy forded the Spey in three divisions. At the bridge of 
i Nairn the van came up and attacked Lord John Drummond*s rear- 
I guard, who fled to the Loch of the Clans, but Charles unexpeeted^y 
i came up at this point from Inverness, with his guards and the Clan 
j Macintosh, and the royal troops in their turn were driven back. 

Charles and his principal officers were lodged on the 14th at Cullo- 
den House, the seat of his ablest enemy in Scotland, Lord President 
Duncan Forbes. His troops lay on the moor; early on the next 
morning they were drawn out on the heath in battle order, and ex- 
I pected an attack ; but when mid-day came and not a red coat was 
to be seen, Lord Elcho was sent forward to reconnoitre, and brought 
word that Uie Duke of CumberUnd had halted at Nairn, and that 
this being his birthday his troops were passing it in jollity and feast- 
ing, showing no intentions of moving forward. Their provision from 
the shipping was abundant, while in the rebel array there was not a 
biscuit. In the evening it was resolwd in a council of «rar, that 
' they should march under cloud of night to surprise the enemj in 
their camp at Nairn, a distance of some nine or twelve miles, judging 
that as the troops were making merry they would be less prepared 
against a surprise. The nieht was dark, and so far favourable to the 
I project; but exhausted widi privations, the Highlanders eould not 
display their wonted energy, and it was already the hour fur whidi 
the attack was prepared, or two in the morning, before they paaeed 
Kilravock House, about four miles from the town of Nairn. At the 
halt all the principal officers who came to the van agreed that 
; the thing was now impossible, and that they could not reach the 
Duke's camp before sunrise. The design being thus finistratad, they 
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were wkb great reliietanoe broaght bad^ aod hanased and hangrj 
thejr again took op their original positioa at eight in the morning on 
Dmminoaie or Callodeu Moor : this unfortunate incident^ doubdess, 
oootriboted greatly to the result of the day's eneonnter. 

4. Ths Battle of Culloden. 

Tha Duke of Cumberland left Nairn early in the morning of the 
16th of April, and eame in sight of the rebels about noon ; he found 
the insurgents drawn up in two lines, with a body of reserre. Their 
right flank was eovered by some straggling park walls. Here were 
the Atbol brigade, die Camerens, the Stuarts, and other clans, under 
Lord George Murray. To the left there began a gentle slope leading 
down towards Culloden House. Here were the Macdonald regiments 
undar Lord John Dmmmond. The second line was commanded by 
Sfiapleton. On the right of the front line, and somewhat behind 
it, were two or three troops of horse. The body of reserve con- 
sttBted of Lord Kilmarnock's regiment of guards. The Prince was 
with this body, on a small eminence to the right of the second line. 
There were four pieces of cannon stationed before their centre. The 
Duke of Cumberland, on approaching to the attack, frNnned his 
army with great skill in three lines, disposed in excellent order 
for resiating the fierce attack of the rebels. Two pieces of 
cannon were placed between every two regiments of the first line. 
The aeeond rank was instructed to reserve its fire ; and, in order to 
obviate the effect of the Highland target, the soldiers were each in- 
stmeted to direct their thrust against the man who fronted his right- 
hand eomrade, rather than upon him who was directly before them, 
so that should the Highlanders according to their custom throw 
away their muskets and take to their broadswords, they might be 
cheeked, and then be galled by an unexpected fire of musketry, 
whidi diould be immediately followed by the bayonet. The effec- 
tive force of the Duke's atitsy was 7179 men in excellent condition. 
Hia position was secured on the right by a morass between him- and 
the lea shore, whilst on his left two regiments of dragoons and four 
companies were situated to fall upon the enemy's right. The right 
flank was commanded by General Bland, the left by Lord Ancram, 
the centre by the Earl of Albemarle. The Duke of Cumberland was 
on the right of the second line, and General Hawley on the left. 
The Highlanders from behind a strip of old wall opened a fire with 
their cannon, but their pieces were badly served and did little 
raioehief. Cumberland soon replied to this cannonade; and his 
guns were so exceedingly well plied that they made dreadful lanes 
through some of the clan regiments. It was with extreme difficulty 
that die men could be kept in their places to stand this murderous 
fire. The cannonade lasted for nearly an hour, during which the 
Duke made several changes in the disposition of his army, the most 
important of which was bringing up Wolfe's regiment from the 
second line and throwing it forward en potenoe, so as to fire upon the 
flank of the Highlanders if they shouhi come forward. At length 
Lord Geoige Murray, finding his division on the right suffer so much 
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more from the cannonade than they inflicted, sent to the Prince to 
ask permission to attack. The Clan Macintosh immediately moved 
forward and came right upon the English centre, but the fire of the 
field- pieces and the small arms of the 20th regiment made them 
incline to the right ; other clans advanced to their support, and with 
one loud shout they rushed furiously forward, claymore in hand, 
broke through that regiment and captured two pieces of cannon in 
spite of a rolling fire both of cannon and grapeshot, and of musketry 
in front, and the fire of Wolfe's regiment on the flank. The High- 
landers were, however, checked by Sempill*8 regiment in the second 
line, which reserved their fire till they came close up, and then, with 
their bayonets fixed, gave a terrible charge, driving the clans together 
into one single mass, and bringing a great many to the ground. The 
chief of Maclaughlan fell killed, and Lochiel wounded, and on the side 
of the Royalists Lord Robert Kerr was killed. A few of the most 
desperate pressed on with their broadswords and targets, but they eoold 
not break through the well-directed bayonets of SempilPs regiment. 
The whole right and centre of the insurgents were now in irretriev- 
able rout, and it was calculated that 500 of them had fallen dead or 
desperately wounded between the two lines of the English army. 
The Macdonalds were posted on the left, but they were offended at 
not having the right hand of the battle, as they already had had at 
Gledsmuir, and Falkirk, and every battle since Bannockbnm; ac- 
cordingly they stood aggrieved as liiey thought by an exclusion from 
the post of honour, moody, motionless, and irresolute to fight. Tbey 
heard the Duke of Perth's appeal unheeded, saying, that if tbey 
behaved with their usual valour they could make a right of their lef^ 
and he would call himself in future a Macdonald. They saw their 
clansman, Keppoch, struck to the ground whilst he faltered forth, 
" My God ! have the children of my tribe forsaken me!" Thus they 
stood whilst the right and centre of the army was put to the rmit, 
and then falling back in good order, they joined the remnant of the 
second line. Charles, from where he stood with one squadron of 
horse, gazed on the rout of his army, the ruin of his cause, with 
wonder, but could not be prevailed on by Lord Elcho to put himself 
at the head of the yet unbroken left and retrieve the fortune of the 
day. It is said that Dr. Sullivan seized his horse by the bridle, and, 
assisted by Sir Thomas Sheridan, forced him from the fatal field. 
This was all the fighting of the battle of Culloden ; the rest of the 
operation was pursuit, slaughter, and butchery. The little remnant 
of the rebel army did not long remain comf>act and united ; pressed 
by the royal forces, it broke into two divisions. The smaller, com- 
prising all the French auxiliaries, fled towards Inverness, where 
they laid down their arms. The other made its way to Ruthven in 
Badenoch. Charies rode away to Gortuleg, where Lord Lovat was 
i*e8iding ; it was the first and last meeting between the Prince and 
that hoary intriguer. On the 17th he reached Glengarry's castle of 
Inverary utterly exhausted. There was still a prospect of rallying 
an army at Ruthven, where about 1200 fugitives bad got together, 
there was an utter want of supplies, and defeat was certain to 
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be followed by dispersion. The hope for the cause was gone, and 
ft message was accordingly sent to them by Charles, thanking them 
for their zeal, but urging them to consult their own safety ; so that 
the Rebellion was now formally extinguished. The conqueror shot 
down the fugitives, and laid waste the country, plundering and 
destroying indiscriminately the houses of the leaders and the cabins 
of the clansmen. Never, in fact, since the battle of Sedgemoor, were 
there such cruelties enacted as those with which the Duke of Cum- 
berland stands charged after the battle of Culloden. 

5. War in the Low Countries. 

Badly as this intestine war had ended for the Stuarts, it had been 
a meet advantageous diversion for the French. Louis XY., with his 
General the Count de Saxe,took the field early at the head of 120,000 
men, while the allies, to the number of no more than 44,000, under 
the Austrian General, Batthiany, were compelled to retire before 
them. The active Marshal opened the campaign with the important 
capture of Brussels, which was unexpectedly invested on the 28th of 
January. Brussels was garrisoned with about 12,000 men, partly 
Dutch and partly Swiss, under Count Kaunitz ; and, notwithstanding 
the severity of me season, the French opened their trenches on the 
Srd of February, and carried on their approaches with so much 
mergy as to compel it to surrender on the thirteenth day. On the 
4th of May the King made his triumphal entry into that city. 
Batthiany took post in the neighbourhood of Breda, the capital of 
Dutch Brabant ; while Saxe immediately invested Antwerp, which, 
though it had a garrison of 2000 men, capitulated on the 9th of 
May, and its citadel seven days later. The Prince of Conti next 
appeared before Mens, in Hainault, on the 29th of May, with a force 
of 60,000 men and an irresistible train of artillery. He carried on his 
approaches with such unabating impetuosity that, notwithstanding a 
vety vigorous defence, the garrison was obliged to capitulate on me 
S7m of June, after a siege of sixteen days. The reduction of Mens, 
which was reckoned one of the strongest towns of the world, was 
followed by that of St. Ghislain, and on the 8th of July by that of 
Charlerois, garrisoned by 1500 men. Sieges were not now carried on 
by the tedious method of the sap, as formerly: the French King 
found it much more expeditious and effectual to bring into the field 
a prodigious weight of artillery, to keep up such a fire as no gar- 
rison could sustain, and to discharge such an incessant hail of bombs 
and bullets as in a very little time served to reduce a place with all 
its defences to ruin. Mechlin and Louvain were next successively 
besieged and taken; so that by the middle of July the French King 
was absolute master of Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault. 
When the Duke of Cumberland so hastily quitted Carlisle, as has 
i been recorded, and left for London, he went partly on account of the 
threatened invasion of the English shores by France, but also with 
the hope of obtaining the supreme command of the allied armies in 
Flanders, and of measuring his sword with Marshal Saxe; but 
without any notification to George II. the post had been given to 
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rriiico CliarlcH uf Lurraiiiu, bnitlivr-in-law ta ihu Kui|>i<uihi Queeu. 
TluH (jeneml was at tho timo teveruly afflictod by tho recent ItMw of 
liiH wife ; but although unable in Oiuiwequence to pay hw UHiial atten- 
tion to the affairs of the fiuld, he aiwuiued tho comiiiand of tlie con- 
f(>(l(>nite anny at Torhcydo. Thin had now been reinforced with 
1(),(HH) Ilanovcriaiui and tfOO ili«iiian tr«M>pH, as also by three 
Ih'itiHh regiments from Scotland, by tlio Dutch forces commanded 
by tho Prince of Wahleck, and a body of 25,000 Austrions under 
Count Palflfy. The whole now amounted to 87»000 men. Con- 
cluding that Namur would be tho next object of the French 
nionuivirs attack, Lorraine niarchc<l towards that place, and t<»ok 
porit in an udvautageouH posititui in that neighbourhood on the 18ih 
of July, within sight of the French army, which was encamped 
at (jeinblours. Marshal Saxc, who greatly surpassed in abilities all 
the generals of tlio allies, not judging it prudent to attack them in 
Hc» strong a situation, attempted by other means t«> circumvent them. 
He quitted the gn)und ho occupied opfMisite the allied amiiea on 
thi; 16th of August and endvavourrd to |>ass tlio Meliaigne, but this 
Lorraine prevented. He next reduced Dinant, in the Uishoprie of 
Liege, and thereby actiuired the conmwnd of the navigation of Uie 
MeuHu above Namur; and Lowendahl, by his direction, on tho SOth 
of August took II uy, a town and castle of great imiKtrtance on the 
same river, and then s<>ize<i a large magazine belonging to the con- 
f(;(U>rutes. In C(»nso(iuunce of the reduction of these two places the 
Maitihal was enabled to cut off the communication of the allies with 



j MacHtrioht, which obligud Trincc Chnrles from scarcity of provisions I 
to (juit liiH poHt, retire across the river on tho 2Uth of August, i 



and abandon Namur to the enemy, by whom it was immediately 
invoHU'd. This rastle, rendered famous by so many sieged, is built { 
upon a stevp rock at tlie confluence of the Sambre and tho Mouse. 
Tho gariMHon consiHted of 'JOOO Dutch and 7000 Austrians, who | 
defended the works with equal skill and resolution. Tho siege was i 
under tho direction of the Count I'lennont, with 27iOOO men. The \ 
trenches were o|K'ned on the 2nd of September, but tho fire of the ' 
French artillery was ko powerful and well directed, tliot the town 
wiui converted into a heap of rubbish, and foi'ced to surrender on 
the sixth day of the siege : on the 10th of September tho French 
monarch took possession of the citadel. 

0. DaTTLR of llOLTOVX. 

M(.'anwliile tho confederate anny, which was encamped in the 
neighliourhood of MaeHtricht, was iiMuforced by some Davorion 
i battalions, and by S4>me Knglish cavalry under Sir John Lig«inier» 
wIkmi the Prince of Lorraine resolved t(» givo the enemy battle. 
With this view ho advanced towanls the French camp on the 20ih 
of September, but found Marshal Saxo S4i advantage«»usly posted at 
Tongres, that he judged it prudent to march back to Mattstricht: in. 
eroH^ing the Jaar or (Jeer, however, in his retrt>at, he was attacked 
by the enemy. The enter])rising Saxe reinforced by tho troop»- 

der the Count do Clermont, who had reduced Namur, hod hiwselC 
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deUnnined lo bring the alliet to an engagement. Accordingly ho 
crgMcd the Jaar, at the head of the whole French army, on tlie 
80tk of September, and advancing on the high road from St. Tron 
to Liege, found the confederate army in poaeeseion of the villages of 
Lien, Wavem, and liouooux. Every preparation was forthwith 
rande by the Prince to receive the attack by drawing up his forces 
in order of battle. He rested liis right at Hautain near the Jaar, 
and his left at A nee near the city of Liege and the MaaH. The 
Dutch were ordered to defend Ance, and General ZsHtrow the 
centre at Koueoux and Liers. His force consisted of 200 squadrons, 
and 100 battalions. The French were about one-fourth stronger. 
At break of day, on the lltli of October, the French army advanced 
in Uiree oolnmns, oonducted by the Count d'Bstrtfes, the Count de 
Ltfweodahl, and tlie Count de Clermont, respectively, and each pre* 
oedad by thirty pieces of cannon. About noon a terrible cannon- 
ading began from above a hundred pieces of cannon. By two 
o'clock the Prince Waldeok, who eommandod on the left, and 
against whom the French ohiefly directed their forces, was charged 
with great fury ; and after an obstinate defence, in whioh the enemy 
were three times repulsed, was overpowered by numbers, and he 
retreated behind the great road leading to Tongres, where he kept 
hie ground for some hours. The three villages wore attacked bv 
Afty*Ave battalions in column. As soon as one brigade was re))ulsed, 
another advanced, so that the allied battalions, under Major- General 
Zastrow, being by unaccountable neglect destitute in a great mea- 
sure of artillery (in which arm the enemy was so powerful), and 
wearied with continual fighting, were at last obliged to abandon the 
vUktget of Warem and lloucoux-- the Major- General still holding 
Uers^ with the battalions under Pruice Frederick and General 
Howard. Sir John Ligonier also rallied the battalions of Maidell 
sod Manspach, as well as those of Graham and Howard, whioh had 
held Kouooux under Brigadier Douglas. As soon, however, as 
Prince Waldeck saw liouooux lost, by which his division was ex- 
posed to be taken in flank, he fell back, and oooupied the strong 
pound, known by the name of the Iloman Camp, Ave miles from 
Hautain. The possession, however, of Liers prevented the French 
Advance, and the confederate army then made a masterly retreat 
towards the Meuse, without being pursued by the enemy. It was 
thought ttiat if the Austrians had weakened their lines to support 
the jlritieli and Dutch, the battle might have endod differently ; but 
they were kout in check throughout the day by some 10,000 French 
cavalry, and had very little share in the engagement. The attack 
was begun before it was known in the camp tuat the French were 
hi poesession of Liege, which city bad been betrayed to them the 
night before tlte battle. The loss of the allies was about 5000 killed 
I sod wounded, and the French lost about 4000 men ; but the battle 
I was attended with no solid advantages to the French, and both 
I armies dissatisfied with the issue of the action, and as if ashamed 
1 At this idle waste of blood, retired into winter-quarters. 
I The warn in these days were more affkirs of vanity and idle 
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Klory, tliaii of ncMiomity or ambitum; and tho eampaiffii* wero 
<!nrrifMl on by i\w French with a dof^roo of triflinji; not vory eredit- 
nblo to HoriouH Hurvicu. Of courao they had, an thoy alwaya hav* 
in all tinxw, a theatre in thoir camp. On tho evoning pnwedhig 
thr buttlo of Iloucoux, a colcbrated actrowt, named Madame FaTart, 
canio forward t<> announce the performaneiM in theae terms: 
*' Dcniuin relAche h caum* do la batailie; apr^H demain uoua aurona 
riionnour do vouh donner le Cah\ do Villnge," &c. Tho Scotch Eari of 
(*rawfortl woh with the HriiiHh force in thin engagement, and a very 
extraordinary itiHtaiice of pnwence of mind in recorded of him. The 
mf>rning bi^foro the battle, ho and otheni ritconnoitring the position 
of the enemy, fell u|M»n one af the advanced picqueta, who chal- 
longiMl him ; without l>etraying tho least mark of disorder, lie rode 
up to tho fH>rgoant of the guard, and aMuming the character of a 
Fretieh general, told him in that language that there was no oceaslon 
for Huch con^mony. lie then in(|uired if they hail seen any of Uie 
eiiitniy^H partiiw, and being anHwer«*(i in the negative, " Verv well/* 
Haid he, ** be upon your guanl, and if you Hhould be attacked, I will 
take care that you shall be HUHtained.*' So saying, he and bis party 
rtttircd, bufore the sorgoant could ntcolK^t hiniMtlf from the sur|>rlae 
ofCHHiontMl by this uiiex{M>cted addrfHs. Manihal Saxe, on hearing 
of the incident, fw>nt a trumpet to Lord (-rawford, and facetiously 
(h^Hirod to winh hia lordnliip joy of being a French general, but ox- 
pn'HMf>d bin diHpleaHure at tho H(*rgeant, who hail denied him the 
honour of having his lordship's company at dinner. 

7. War in Italt. 

IMitt ICmpnms Queen having made |Htace with the King of PnmiAy 
waH cnabhtd by nioaiiH of the liritiHli subHidien to support her favourite 
olijoots in Italy, much mon> ofleetiuilly than heretofore. She sent 
there a reinforcement of 30,000 men, so that the Austriana and Sar- 
diniaiiH became gn*atly Hn|)erior to tho enemy: her General, Prinee 
I.ieh'enstftin, and the King of Sanlinia, went now at the head of 
7(J,0(N) men, while the French under Marshal MailleboiSy inoluding 
the Duke of Modena*s troopH, did not exc(»ed 73,000. 

Don Philip and the (Jount de GageH were at the head of a great«r 
number in the neighbourhofNl of Milan. In Febnuu7 Uaron Lmi- 
truni, the Piedmont«)Ne general, invented and took the town of Astl, 
one of the HtrongoHt pluoes in Italy, and garrinoned with (MNN) Freneh 
tnN)pH. The King of Sanlinia hail hiwii during the wint4*r coquetting 
with France, and this attack u|Nm Asti was n*gardfHl as a violation!^ 
th(! engagement he bati entered into with Louis XV.; but he waa one 
of the nioHt iMilitie prinetw of bin tune, and not sattHfiiNl of tho King's 
sinrerity, aiuiigned a8 a preti*xt for liiH attaek on tho place, the danger 
of Milan falling into tlie baiidH of the .S|>anianls. His true motive 
wan, liowev«>r, a dimire either of nMN)vering the confldence of his old^ 
or of bringing matt(?rs to a crinis with his new allies. lUm Philip 
aeeniuMl Maiiii>bois of tntaehery for not attempting to cover Asti,and 
having no reliance (m his friends (for at this time the Spanlarda 
^«egan to look u|H)n the French as their wontt enemies), immediately 
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raited the dege of Milan, and marched to Pavia. Leutrum alto re- 
lieved tlie citadel of Alesaandria, which the Spaniardit had bloclced 
up during the winter ; while the French Manihal, afhud that his 
eommunloations with Genoa and Provence might bo cut off by the 
Auatriana, whose strength in Italv wnt increasing every day, ova- 
euated all the countries in the neighbourhood of the Tanaro and the 
Po, and retired to Novi. In the mean while the King of Sardinia 
took Cassale and Valenia, and drove Maillebois from Novi, while an 
Austrian force, under Demciau, entering the Duchy of Milan, 
ravaged the territory of Cremona, and a third body, under Lttwe- 
•teln, took Guastalla and other places. The Marquis of Castellar 
waa obliged to abandon Parma and retire, when that city also fell 
into the bands of the Austrians. Upon this, on the Si*d of June, 
Don Philip and Maillebois, retreating before the Auntrians, formed 
a Junction toffcther at Piacenxa, and encamped under the cannon of 
that plaoe. Having now come to a better understanding with each 
other, the Infante was joined by the whole French army, and found 
hiuwelf at the head of 52,000 men. 

8. TiiR Battle or St. Lazaro. 

It waa owing to the excellent conduct of Count Gaf|^fl, that the 
armiea of the two crowns wore not at this time entirely rumed. From 
the camp at Piacenxa, where he had established a bridge over the 
Po, be kept the Austrians altf>gether at bny. Ills policy was to 
induoe the enemv to ruin themselves by neodloss and fatiguing 
roarohea. They had enveloped a corps of 8000 Spaniards, under 
Caatellar, in the neighbourhood of Parma; and Lichtenstein 
had established a chain of posts along the northern part of the 
Milaneae, to prevent the Infante from hastening to tneir relief. 
Gagea drew ofT the attention of tlie Austrians to the Taro bv a 
fsint, as if he intended to force the passage of that river ; Castellar 
took advantage of this to break through the blockading posts, 
and thus facilitated his escape ; Gages then fell back to Nura, 
whither he wns followed bv the Austrians. He next affected to 
break down his bridge at Piacenxa, but suddenly pushed a strong 
detachment across the river under Don Francisco Pignatelli, who 
surprised and routed 5000 of the enemy at ("odogno. The Queen 
of Spain, alwavs interfering in the control of arikirs, had sent a 
parmnptorv order to Gages to attack the Austrians without loss of 
time, at all events, and under nnv circumstances. Ho accordingly 
reaolved to attack them now in their camp at St. Lazaro, about 
twentv-two miles distsnt from Piacenxa, before they should be rehi- 
foroea by his Sardinian Majestv, who was advancing bv forced 
marohea to make a junction with Prince Lichtenstein. The allies 
traversed the Trebbia in three columns, oach led by its respective 
Mneral ; and on the 4th of June, in the evening, the confederate 
Freitoh and Spanish forces marched with equal silence and expe- 
dition against the camp, which was of prodigious strength both 
bj nature and art ; and entering the trencnos about eleven at night 
tM attack began. The Austrians had been prepared for tlie assault 



108 THE FRSKCH AND 8PAKIARDS QUIT ITALY. [aJI. 

and busuined it tkroush tlie uigkt with gNat vigour till monuag 

broke. Then they quitted their iDtreiiehmenta and charged tfata 

I enemy in tlieir turn with auch fur}', tliat after an obstinate reiiit 

I anco the army of the two crowns was brtiken, and retired, after 

a bloody contest of nine hours, leaving 6000 men dead on the 

i Held, and about 9000 wounded, together with sixty colours and tSB 

pieces of artillery. Both Gages and Maillebois behaved with great 

I intrepidity, and such was the bravery of the Spanish and French 

I troops, that when pushing on to the assault they found themselvei 

stopped by a broad wet ditch, of which they had no intelligence, and 

were unprovided with fascines to pass it, yet they surmounted tlui 

! difficulty, and had they been supported by a body of cavalry they 

i must have succeeded, but the combined forces were suddenly attacked 

by a body of Austrian horse, which threw them into inextricable con- 

fusion. Gages effected his retreat in wonderful order, till he regained 

his camp at Piacenza, and had he not effected this at the moment ha 

■ did, his whole army must have been destroyed ; for the advanced 

posts of the Piedmontese were so near that they had heard the fixing 

! and pushed forward to share in the battle, so that the junction of the 

i amiies at the time the battle was fighting was very nearly effected. 

I Prince Lichtenstein by this victor>' gained an ascendancy whieh was 

not lost during the campaign, but he now relinquished his eummand 

through indisposition to the Marquis de Botta. 

' 9. The French and Spaniards qmr Italt. 

j Aftor this battle, Don Philip received intelligence of the death 
of his father, Philip V. of Spain, and Marshal Haillebois being 
i};noraiit of the sentiments of the new sovereign, was desiroua « 
securing his communication with France. 

A retreat was accordingly agreed upon. This was thought a 
desperate expedient, but it was perhaps the best they could do under 

I the circumstances, as in the presence of a vastly superior and lately 
victorious enemy, they were in danger of being shut up between the 
Po, the Lambro, and the Trebbia. The retreat was conducted with 
great ability by tlie Count de JMaillebois, who led the van. Collecting 
boats on the Lambro, and throwing two bridges over the Po, the 
Biturbon generals withdrew their troops on the 9th of August, and 

I foil back towards Voghera and Ttirtona. This movement awakened 
the attention of tlieir vigilant enemy. The King of Sardinia had, in 
consequence of the stipulation in the treaty of Worms, aoaumed the 
comiuund of the confederates. He fi»und himself at the head of 
() 4.000 men, and it was of tlie utmost consequence to follow up the 
advantages they liad now obtained. Count Gages was iutrendied 

• botweoi) the Lambro and the Adda, and Piacenza strongly garri- 
soned. While tlie Austrinns were directed to besiege Piaeenm, 
whieh was garrisiuied by 4000 men, under the Marquis de Caatellar, 
the King determined to pass the Po with a strong body of troops, 
in order to straiten the enemy on that side, and the Marquia de 
Botta was directed to move up tlie Tidone. The King coming np 
with the rear^guard, they were attacked at Rotto Freddo by a 
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il<>tiiohnii*nt of AuRtrlMtH, uii(l««r (3(«ii«*nil S^rMionl, who nmin- 
taiitrd the rngiigeinoiU till ti*ii uVhick* whni Hot I a nrrivml. Thn 
hiMilf* WAM then rrtirwftil with rptluuhlml fur,V| aikI \m\c%\ till four tii 
Uiv nfUHrnooti, whon tho <»iinmy noniinumi \\\h iimrrh in junvni dimirtlor 
to ToHonn wilh ihp Iimw of INHM) turn, iK*v«^nU cohiniim niul nlmKlnnli*. 
Mid vikIHc^ii Rtinn. Thin Yipt«)r,v cont iho AuniriHiiii 4(MM) killmi hi 
th« flf>UU in which wim inohulfnl thi*ir gnlliint <)f*nprHl Hrrnchin. 
U«ti«nU iMiHMtolii on thin oct;*iii«Um diimht^yotl tho ortl«»ni thnt hn hml 
rcr«iv«U fktHn DnirfHi, but hotli ho nnd Mnillv^hoiii iM«rfonn«t(l Ml thnt 
WM |HMi»ihlik for tltik moiit nblo itonnrnU. Tho victom innuodiHtrly 
Minmionttl IMaooum to »urron4or| Antl tho unrriiion ItooAuio |)rim)non« 

10. TllK nmrKUKIIATKll TAKK OrNOA. 

tkm Phillti eonttnucMl hiii rotmtt, Ami of thr t^nttro foroo with 
wbioh ho o|H*no<l tlir OAmtmlgn ho tmtl now Irft itnlv d(I.O(M) mon, 
wlio took altoltor imdor the OAunon of UeuoA. Tho Court of Mmlrhl 
iiii|)Utin|t tho bA<l mioovMi of thin OAnqmign to tho (Nmnt do (tA)(oi*. 
mm% th« MAriniiH dc Iam MIuam U% rr*unio tite otunniAnd of tho forrm. 
Il« did not judfte It itrndrnt to hAiuird tho Iom of tho roniAinw 
of th« Sfwniidi Arni/. And MMillolMdN roiiourring in thin opinion, 
niArphfHi on undor tho ItoorhottA And Along iho ct»Ai«t^ until ho roAohod 
Nic« cm tlio tttfnd of Augnnt. The Artillery And IrnggAgo woro oni)mrko<l 
And «ont round bv aoa« IIo now crtuutod tho Ynr into I*rovrnoo, 
toAvtnn HArrimnit in Vontinii|tliA And Aniihon. Tho viotoriouR onn- 
fedomtoA hAving thoro(«iro no ononiy to onoountor in tho iWld, iniirrhrd 
lowAjrdA 4}onoA, bofor« whioh oity thoy A|»tH*Aroii on tho 4th. Tho 
KiitfC oocHi|d(Ki KiuAlo aiuI roduood Savouai tho IninorlAlliitii t<iok 
Navi, V«dtAgick» And Utkri, aiuI wUod tho |uim oI ttio UooohottA, 
whil« tJie FiiigliMli Hoot block Ado<< tho intrt by m^ Tho nouAto think- 
Inn it InOAMblo of dofonoo, nulMnittott to a very niortifving OAtdtulA> 
lioti^ by whioh tho gAto* w««re dolivoroti u|» to tl!o AuntrUnN, together 
«Uit All their Arm*, Artlllory, And Ammunition. The proutl n*puhlir 
WAA loaded witli o|>prr«ithm And Arhitmry eontrihntiotiN, And the 
Am^nco And rAirndty of ItottA, tho AuHiriAu geneml, to whom lite 
comimuid of the plAoo waa eommlttod* exeee<ie<t aII denerlption. 
OioIoIa, the cominiAHAry-generAU indeed «ur|mMied him in rAimeity, 
And the inltAbitAntA w«re in evil oaro witli »ueh )>enionA in AUtnority, 
And |ll,IKN) mon to Muttimrt them in it. The King of SArtlinlAre- 
•ttlvvd l«) |m»h fttrwArd And tnirmie tho enemv into rrt»reneo, but At 
Nie« li» WAH Hoiitetl with tlto umAll'iiox. llottA proiHweii thAt the 
UenoeAv «liiHtld b« compelled to fkimiidi trAni«iM)rt« to euAhle them to 
nndertAke au ex|HNlitioi) to invAdo the kingd«mi of NAploA. Sueh 
A cont|iie«t would hAvo been mnut AOi^eptAble to hin own novereign, 
Um^ KiuprewA t^uoon, And would hAve Iteen of tlie utmont lm|H)rtAnee 
to (SroAt liriuin, but it did not unit the King of SAnliniAN Interent 
la Allow it. lU tliorofore itenmAdml tlie Kngliidi luinintrr thAt it 
would Iw more AdvAntAgoouA to tlie e^mtmon oauw to invAdo KrAuee, 
And tliAl by th« eo>o|H»mtloii of tlie llritiidi Heet, Antilteii, Touloii| 
And MnnAilkM might Apecdil/ be rotiueeil. Tho King wa», howevefi 
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at tlim tiiiio only juitt reoovoriiig, to that tho conduct of the enterpriM 
ilovolvud on Count Hrowii, an AuHtrian general of Iriiih axtraetioa, 
who had given repeated prfKirg t>f valour and capacity, and he wai 
itHHiHtiMl on thiH occaHion by Vice- Admiral Medley, who ooinmandad 
the liritlMli Hquadron in the Mediterranean. The French had 
fortified the |)aiMuii of the Var under the conduct of Mamhal da 
liuUuiHlo, the Huccetwor of Marahnl MailleboiH, whom Ltmii XV. 
had diHgracttd for almndoning Italy, but the new commander thought 
propiT to abandon his ptwtH at the approach of Count Hrown, who 
t*n tiered Provence at the head of AO.OOO men, croMing the river 
Var on the 0th of Nov(>mber. Advancing aa far aa Uraguigiian, 
ho laid the whole country un<ler contribution, while lianm Roth 
iiivuHted AntiboH with twenty-four battaliona, which place waa at 
tho Hanio time bonil>arded from the fiea by tho liritieh admiral. 
The treiichuH wore opened on the 20th, and on tho 86th the 
liritiHh Mjuadron began to bombard it very severely, but Belle- 
iaht had now aaaembled fiO,000 men, bcMides a great number of irre- 
gular partiiian troiifm. The Manhal waa a man fruitful in re* 
HourcKH, and intimately ac()uaintc'd with the whole science of war; 
and ho mo hanuised the invadon, and cut off their proviaiona, that 
lirown, though able, active, and enterpriHing, found himself under tlit 
ni'coHHity of raiaing the aiege after many fntitleas efforts, both by sea 
and land, to |k>hmuhn himaulf of the placi*, which was gallantly defended 
by tho (ylitsvalier do Sade. llelluiiile croHseil the Argens and ttNik lome 
atlvanccd ponta of the AuHtriana, and made a lieutenant-general and 
■ four battalioiut priaonem. Bmwn therufore repassed Uie Var, not 
without Homo damage from the enemy, but he happily effected hia re- 
treat without losH. The utter failure of thiH expedition was partly owing 
I to a very Hingular change of fortune in Italy. The indignities aa well 
, aa oxactiouH of Count Uotta at (Icnoa reduced the people to deapalr, 
I and thry ruMolved to make an effort for tho recovery of their lIlMirtv 
j and imlopondence. Tho King of Sardinia having refused to ftimisii 
I artillory for the aiege of Antibea, the Auatriaiis had recourse to the 
ordnanco Hurrunderud at Genoa. A crowd having assembled whibt 
I the Holdiem were removing a mortar, a German officer struck a native 
who refiuied ti» aHsint in drawing it ; a tumult arose, the people wounded 
j the ofllcor, and coni|)ellcd his men to retire. The senators secretly 
cncourageil the resistance, and directed the measures of tho people. 
During the night the iuHurgentH increaM^d and supplied themselves 
wiih woaiNins from tlie annourers* sho|is and magazines, barricaded 
I tliu Htret'ta, mfixed several im|>ortant fiarts of the city, surprised some 
I battalions of the Auatriaiis, and (diligod them finally to evacuate tho 
city. Thu Martinis de Uotta acted with caution and spirit, but being 
oveqM)w«!n*d by nunilM^m and apprehensive of the peasants of tlio 
country, who wore now in anna, he n^ired from the Genoese terri- 
tory with a loHM of 8000 men, and all the artillery and baggage. Ho 
rutntatcd U> the paaa of the Bocchetia, on the side of Lombardv, 
wlioro he H<*cured liimsvlf in an advaiitaguous position until he eoold 
ruoeivo nMnforcements. The hMw he had sustained did not liowever 
Bvent him from reducing Savoiia, a sea-port town bekNiging to tlio 
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Genoese republic, and he afterwards made himself master of Gavi. 
The Genoese, on the other hand, conscious that they were still sur- 
rounded by their oppressors, exerted themselves with wonderful in- 
dustry in fortifying their city and raising troops, and in taking other 
measurra for a vigorous defence, in case they should again be insulted; 
and the misunderstanding that arose between the Austrians and Sar- 
dinians in consequence of these events having retarded the com- 
meneement of the military operations, the inhabitants had time to 
place themselves in a respectable posture of defence, and were 

strvngthened by reinforcements from France. 

I 

II. Conjunct Expeditions. 

The reduction of Cape Breton had encouraged the British Govern- 
ment to project the conquest of Quebec, the capital of Canada. 
Commissions were sent to the British Colonial Governors on that 
oontinent to raise companies to join an armament from England, 
that was fitting out for this purpose. Eight thousand troops 
wera actually raised in consequence of these directions, while 
a powerful squadron, and transports, with six regiments on 
boMrdy were prepared at Portsmouth for this expedition. The 
■dling of the armament was postponed by unaccountable delays, 
till the season of the year was judged to be too far advanced 
to risk great ships on the boisterous coast of North America. 
However, that tliese preparations might not be whollv useless to 
tlia nation, a new direction was given to the enterprise. It was 
thought tliat Port L'Orient, the repository of all the stores and 
shipa belonging to the French East India Company, might be 
iurpriaed, and it was determined to make a descent on the coast of 
Bretagne, which might at any rate, by making a diversion, facilitate 
the operations of the Austrians in Provence, and of the allied armies 
in Flanders. The naval force intended for the service consisted of 
sixteen ships of the line, eight frigates, and two bomb-ketches, 
haTing under their convoy a fleet of transports and store-ships, with 
riMe material; and it was commanded by Admiral Richard Les- 
took. The land forces were under the command of Lieut.-General 
Sinclair, and the whole set sail fh)m Plymouth on the 14th of Sep- 
tember. After a prosperous voyage, they found themselves on the 
18th within four leagues of Port Louis. The trtMps were landed in 
Quimperley Bay, at a distance of ten miles from Port L'Orient, on the 
SOth. Some 2000 French militia seemed resolved to oppose the dis- 
embarkation of the British troops, but they thought proper to retire, 
and the General landed and advanced into the country to a 
Tillage within half a league of Port L*Orient, which he sum- 
moned to surrender. A deputation from the town offered to admit 
the troops, on conditions which were rejected ; and the inhabitants 
prepared for a vigorous defence. Had the British at once given the 
amault, the town was so destitute of regular troops, and so filled with 
t«Tor and eonfusion, that in all probability it might have been taken 
hy eaoalade. The en^eera were, liowever,8elf-sufiioient, and although 
th^ had neither time, artilleiy, nor forces sufficient for such an 
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enterprise, and no battering train, except a few field-pieces, with two 
iron ^iins dragged up from the shipping, jet it was promised that tlis 
place should be laid in ashes in twenty-four hours. The inhabitMilB 
of the town employed their time yigorously, the ramparts were 
mounted with cannon from the ships in the harbour, new works were 
raised with great industry, the garrison was reinforeed with rep;ular 
troops, and such numbers were assembling on all sides, that the 
British forces found themselves in danger of being surrounded in an 
enemy's country. Notwithstanding these discouragements, Sinclair 
opened a small battery against the town, which was set on fire in aeTOfml 
places by bombs and red-hot shi)t; he likewise repulsed a sally 
which the besieged made to destroy his works ; but his canncm pro- 
duced no effect on the wall, and instead of reducing the enemy*e fire, 
it was increased. At length the commanding officer of the artiUerj 
declared there were but thirty-four rounds left for the eannmi, and no 
cases for the mortars ; the engineer declared he could not p c rfuwi 
his promise ; and the Admiral reported that he could no longer ex- 
pf>se the ships on an open coast at such a season of the year— so that 
the Grenerai abandoned his iron guns and gave up the siege, retreat- 
ing in good order to the sea-side, where his troops re-embarked on' 
the 28th, having sustained very little loss since they landed. The 
fleet then sailed to Quiberon Bay, where it destroyed the ** Ardent^" 
a French ship of war of 64 guns ; and a detachment of the troops 
being landed, took possession of a fort on the peninsula, while tlie 
small forts of Houat and lleydic were reduced by the saikkrs and j 
marines from the fleet. Here they remained till the 1 7th, when the 
forts having been dismantled, the fleet returned to the British 
shores. The expedition, weak and frivolous as it was, was deeply 
resented by the pride of the French people, as it demonstrated the 
possibility of hurting France in her tenderest part by menna of 
armaments of this nature, well timed and vigorously condneted. Bat 
nothing could be more absurd or precipitate than an attempt to die- 
tress an enemy by landing a handful of troops without dranght- 
liorses, tents, or artillery, from a fleet of ships lying in an open 
beach, exposed to the uncertainty of the weather in the moat tempes- 
tuous si^ason of the year, so as to render a retreat and re-embarkaiion | 
altogether precarious. | 

Upi>n the subject of ** conjunct expeditions" it may not be oat of 
place to introduce a remark upon councils of war. In all eonjnnct 
expeditions, it may be reasonable that counsel should be taken 
of the Uadert of both services, as it is also in armies eumpooed 
of different and independent nationalities, where care should be 
taken, by reference to the commanders, to consult the honour and 
the prejudices of every people : but it has been noticed bv a die- ' 
tinguished French naval commander, that '* he had remarked that 
all councils of war choose tlie decision least honourable and advan- 
tageous, so that he was convinced that on all oecasiona, when the 
peril is great, and the success uncertain, the commander must take 
on himself the reeolution to decide without assembling a eooneil *•" 

^ Diiguay Troain. 
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The iAtne opinion )im b«rn oxprensod in tormii moro or lem 
fftroiig by Authoritlcui of both Hprvicrn of Britnin; but ah con- 
flicting docinions And divided oommAudn Aro no univorHAlly fAtAl in 
mil tiiilltAry oxpoditionn, it mAy bo well thAt it iihtXild bo JAid down 
M A rule thAt tho oxeoutivo nhonld dotpnnino in ovorv mixod com- 
mand, who i« the pomon timt \n to bo reii)H)nHiblo for tiio n'liitit, And 
that offloer iihould bo hclfl AnnworAblo for All tho oonicqucneos, let 
Counoik of Wat dotermino aa they mAy. 

19. Naval War. 

The naval tmnsaotionii of thin yoAr did littlo honour to the nrittsh 
flas. Nothing of Any imnortAnce hAppenod in tho Wont Indien. 

In the EAHt Indion, Commodore Veyton, wlio, on the dcAth of 
Commodore Uamett, on the 30th of April, nuooecded to the oom- 
mand of six nhipn of WAr, unAccotrntably deolined a dooisivo engAffo- 
meni with a French Hquadron, of oquAl or inferior foroot undiT La 
BourdonnAis. This MAmAn hAd got together in tho IndJAU neAn 
entirely bv hi* own oxortionii, And At hin own oxpenno, a fon^e of 
armed Bhipping, which now threAt<mo<l Dritish NUproniAcy. The 
French had nine ships of the lino, And it was Agreed in a council 
of war thAt I'eyton should attack them ; but aftor both fleets Imd 
remained in presence from the 2Ath of July to the 30th of August 
no engagement came off. Commodore IV«yton stooriHl awAy, nnd 
the French Admiml was ouAblefl to AttAck with his fleet tho 
English settlement At MAdrns, which was Abandoneii, and taken 
poasemion of on the 91st of September! In this disscrvico tho Com* 
niodure*B conduct was thought so reprehensible, thAt on his return 
to England ho was brought to a court-martial, which was held on 
board the *' St. George,*' on the 0th of Juno, and he was adjudged 
inoapable of serving ngain in the rttyal navy. 

In the strait to which tho Hritish settlement was reduced before 
■urrenderlng, application was made to tho Nabob of the CaniAtic, 
to interfere to protect the neutrAlitv of the two nations, as he Imd 
already interfered on the side of tho French ; but Monsieur Duploix, 
the governor of Pondicherry, interfered, and had AlreAdy obtAined 
an Influence which ho readilv exorcised to tho prejudice of tho 
rival British ostAblishmonts, while lut hAd now begun to devise nro- 
Jeote Nttoh as a mind of m(»re than ordinAry vigour could hAvo Alone 
oontempUted. He Aocortlingly broke tlio cspitulAtion entorod into by 
La BourdonuAis, entered Maiirns, Aiid reduced it to ashes, while ho 
aoemied his naval coadjutor of tn^ason, and sent him in irons to 
France. And Fort St. Dnvid, And the other Britinh fACtorles in 
India would have probablv aIso fallen into tho hamis of Dunloix, 
bad not tho enemy's naval force in tlioso seas bcon shattered and 
partly (lestroyed by a terrible tenipi'st. 

In tho Hritish Channel, (Japtain Stevens, in the ** Portlnnd,'' 
60, eaptured tho *'Auguste," French 00-gun ship, on tho 0th of 
February, and Captain Saumsrox, In tho ** Nottingham,*' 00, cap- 
tared the *'MarB," French 04-gun ship, after a well-contested 
Aetkm, which continued for two hours, nnd in which tlio ** Mam" 

Vol.. It. I 
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lost forty of her orew. This was on the llfch of October^ off 
Cape Clear. 

Commodore Lee, stationed off Martinique, allowed a fleet of 
French merchant-ships with their convoy to pass his squadron on- 
molested. At the latter end of the month of July Vice-AdmiFd 
Davies, commanding on the Jamaica station, sent Commodore 
Mitchell with the « Lenox," 64, the '< Stafford," 70, the <" Plymouth,'' 
GO, the « Worcester," 60, the <<Milford," 44, and the << Drake" 
sloop to intercept a French squadron of four ships of war, one 74, 
one 64, one 64, and one 44, under the command of M. Conflana, 
who was convoying a fleet of ninety merchantmen to Martinieo. 
Commodore Mitchell fell in with the enemy on the 3rd of August, 
and before night was a league to the windward of them, when, 
instead of gallantly bearing down and engaging them, he aignalled to 
the captains to come on board the ** Stafford, and held a couneil of 
war, when orders were issued to keep the enemy in sight during tiM 
night, to be ready for action as soon as daylight should appear. 
But he at the same time ordered his ships to carry no lights* 
whether or no to enable him to keep nearer the enemy has been 
questioned, or whether as a security to himself— but in the night 
three merchant-ships made their escape, and the ships of war sheered 
off after them and were not followed. For this Mitchell was tried 
by court-martial and dismissed the service. Conflans on his retwia 
to Europe captured the '* Severn," an English ship of 60 guns. 

The French miscarried this year in a conjunct naval and militaiy 
enterprise of great magnitude. A formidable armament was prepared 
at Brest for the recovery of Cape Breton and the reduction of the 
English settlement of Annapolis. It consisted of neariy forty ships 
of war, eleven of which were of the line, two artillery-ships, and fifty- 
six transports laden with provisions and military stores, and canrj- 
ing 3500 land forces and 40,000 stand of arms for the use of the 
Canadians and Indians in the French interest, who were expected to 
co-operate with the troops. The fleet sailed in June, but did not 
reach the coast of Nova Scotia till the beginning of September. 
Sickness and mortality prevailed in the transports ; and the whole 
fleet, attacked by furious and repeated storms, was either wrecked 
or dispersed. Admiral d'Anville made his way with a few ehipa to 
Quebec ; while De la Jonquiere, who commanded the troops, finding 
his men reduced to a handful, returned to France without doing any 
tiling. 

Whilst there was no maritime superiority, commerce was baft 
indifferently protected. The cruisers on all sides, English, French, 
and Spanij*n, were extremely alert this year; and though the English 
lost tlie greater number of ships, perhaps the difference was oTnr- 
balauced by the value of the prizes taken by them. In the conne 
of this year twenty-two Spanish privateers and sixty-six merchant- 
ships, including ten register-ships, fell into tiie hands of the British 
cruising ships ; and from the French they took seven ships of 
ninety privatem, and about 300 ships of commerce. 
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1. WAR IN TIIK LOW CnilNTHIKH.'-!!. Tttn: liHTfll tllC- KMTAMI.mil TIIK 
HTAHtllOl.tiKIUTK.— ^1. lUTTI.K (IK I.Afl'ICMlT Oil VAI..^ 4. HIKilK Of 
nKtUIKff'ni'KiNIN. < A. WAU IN IT4t.V.^-'(l. A I'llKNril AUI^T AllVANl'IW 
Til UKI.IUVH fItCNilA.- -7> KNIlKAVOirKH TO 1'OIK'K trXII.I.KM'- rilKVAI.IICU 
UK tlKtil.Ktni.K Kllit.KII. - II. NAVAt. WAtl." -fK NAVAI. ACrioN OKI^ I'AIMQ 
riNlHTKHUN.-' -10. NAVAI. AirriON IN TIIK IIAV Ol' IIIW'AY.'-II. WAII 
IN TIIK KAHT |NII|R|l.--lSi. l>Arirtll VIKWM. 

I. WaH IN TIIH Low (-OlINTIllKil. 

Viiiit r«|i(ti«tiitloiiH wnrn rntortAliUMi of tliin ynnr'n on.iii|ial|tn. MtiK 
tmiil mill Kritni^i*, on whom Mio roiitltiuHiirp of wnr mid llin fiitn of 
Kiimpn iloptiiiiliMJ, mid who, liii|iroHHPii with thn onlninilii^n nml 
hiirdrii of wm*. worn In truth niiiorrpiy miKiouH fur pimoo. nnoii 
rndnnviMimd to ohlnln morn ndymitn^roiipi roiiiliiloiin by n Htrnmioiin 
nxt«rtloii of tlirlr tintloiml utmiiKtii mid rrnoiiivrii. Tlio < -11111111111111 of 
Kngliind grAntnd nuhiildinii of ti|iwtirdH of 4.(H)0,000/. I«t thn KiiinrPHM 
g.un«n. of I,fNm.<Nm/. to HuhhIh, of MINI.OOO/. lo ilio Kiii)< of MnnliiiiH, 
of 4(10,INM)/ for tiio nmiiilrnmiro of a llniiovrrlmi ooittiiiKniit, niid 
iif (KMI,INN>/. for n tlpmimi foron, hitHldpH utimlliT nunm to (Ik* I'ilKrtorn 
•if rnhitfiin, Mnyoni'it, mid Mnvm'iit: mid (IriMti ilritniii inittihitiiMl 
mnon^ Tmr mnronnnrlpH thU yt^nr two l'itn|irpHiti<pi. miil tlvo (ii«niiuii 
I'riiicfrii, hpnidpH n powprful nud liidp|uMiiioiil Motmndi. Thr* ojiprii- 
tiniiM of titn rnmitAigii hint horn ooiinrrtpd in Dip whilpr nt tho IIh)(Uo 
iNitwron th«i Diikii of ( 'uinhnrlmid mid tlip Stitton (Jpiiornl. who Imd 
lim«li III Honio dpfcrcn roiiMMl hy mi n|)|ii*idiPii(hMl dpniKii of rniin'p to 
rnnnmrli npoti thnir tnrrltoi*|pM. In Kphriiitry llip Dtiko liP|{mi to hhmpiii • 
hli* thn nllliul fiiiTPH^mid in thn Inttur ptid of Mnrrh thov tool* tliP lipid. 
Thn whidn nriiiy mnountod to tlMI.OOO niPn. I tin ifoynl lllKlitiPM, 
with thf* llritinh, llmiovorlmiH, mid llimHiium, lUnd IiIh iipnil-i|niiriiM'N 
nt TlilinrK, a fpw tiiiii*« fitun MriMU. Tin* I'riiu'n of Wnldppjt with 
tho Ihitoh troo)iM witH poHtpil at lli'pilii, mid Mnmiml llnilliniiiy nd- 
InriPil (lit* AuHti'imiH and HnvariaiiH in th<* iipluhiioiirliooit of Vpidoo, 
on llm i*aHt nidi* of tho Moiiho. TIiiih iIip nliiiMl army ooiiRiHipd of 
many iinamalt(nmatliit( partN, hut wan ntiii moii* iiiiforliiuatp In 
having a rommmnlpr out of all proportion iiifpi'hn* to tho ooiiruiii- 
inatn llntinral to whom hn wan oppoupd. Tlip Diilin wan in tlip (lpld 
iNtfiin* thn niiPniy ; hut hin flmt itiity Hhontd liavi* hnpii to havn providnd 
for tho hnalih and jimiinrvatioii of hiti troopH, wlinrpiin hia nrmy lay 
I inartlvn for nix wnnkn PHpimnil to thn iiiotmiiPiipy of tlin wnatlmr, and 
; almoNt dpHtltiitiMif foraK(* mid provinioim. Thn DukiMMmld not in imhi- 
I iin(|iiitiion itnth*rtakn any i^irnntiial tipiimtioii for want of inH|ta/.liinH, niid 
I nvnii of nnooHNiry HuhHipt««ni>o, and thiiH liarannnd hia troopn wiilioiit 
I ailvaiiiaKn, whitat Mandial Maxn rnnmliipii (|uintly In oanloiiniPiiiN 
iNitwnpu Hniitpa, Aiitwnrii, ami tlriiHHplM, plpnllfnlly niipplind witli 
pvnry nnmiaaarv, ami rraolvml and pmpatiMl to rarry tlm wiir into 
th0 imari of tim Uiiititd Provlni'ra on thn advmioo of thn anaaoii. 

t *J 



IIG BUTCn B£-£STABLISn THE STADTUOLDEBATE. [. 

The King of France had appointed him to an army of 140,0(M> i 
and to give firmness to his command had renewed in his persoB 
title of Mar^chal- de-Cam p-G^n^ral, which had once been confe 
on the famous Turenne, and which gave him a superiority ove 
Marshals of France, and even over the Princes of the blood. 
April this fortunate commander took the field at the head of 
own forces, but Count de Clermont commanded a separate hoc 
nineteen battalions and thirty squadrons. On the 16th C 
Ldwendahl was detached with 27,000 men to invade Dutch f 
dcrs. He first invested the town and fortress of Sluys, the gan 
of which surrendered on the 19th, which was likewise the fate of 
von-Ghent. The French then sat down before Hulst, to the def 
of which a detachment of three English battalions were sent u; 
General Fuller. Part of this force was placed in the fort of S 
burg, and made a vigorous defence. In a sortie the royal Sc 
regiment distinguished itself, and their Major, Sir Charles Ers] 
was killed, and Lieut.-Colonel Abercrombie wounded. At length 
were driven out of the fort to Welsthoorden. The Duke of Cum 
land exerted himself to save Hulst, which might have made a ; 
defence, but La Roque, the Dutch governor of it, was in the inti 
of the French, and infamously gave up the place, though he li 
that a reinforcement of nine battalions were on their march t 
relief. The Marquis de Contades with another detachment red 
the forts Perle and Leifkenshock, with the town of Philippine, ' 
within hearinff of the confederate army; which, though reinfo 
with 7000 British troops, did not dAre to oppose his progress 
the British army was obliged by their position to cover Breda 
Bois-le-Duc, and every motion of theirs was jealously wat 
by the Marshal-General, who covered Antwerp and the other Fr 
conquests in the Low Countries with his army. Thus secure, Ltf 
dahl pushed his conquests in Dutch Brabant, and took poflfle88i< 
Axel and Temeuse. He even began to make preparations with 
bottomed boats fur a descent on the island of Zfealand. 

2. The Dutch re-establish the Stadtholderats. 

Remonstrances were laid before the French commander fit>r 
attacking the territories of the Republic, but Ltfwendahl art 
assured the complainants that the invasion of the French 
secretly connived at by the Dutch government itself; and the me 
in which the Dutch governors defended the towns, gave colour tc 
belief that he was speaking the truth. The Dutch, struck with 
stemation at the progress of the French arms, clamoured lo 
against the ministi*y of the Republic. The common people of 
islands exclaimed against their governors, as if they bad not ti 
proper measures for their security. The firiends ot the Princ 
Orange did not neglect so favourable an opportunity of promc 
his interest. The Orange partisans availed themselves of the af 
vits of some officers to encourage the discontent of the people, ' 
suspecting treachery in misfortune, were roused almost to Une 
Tlicy were reminded that when Louis XIV. was at the fRtc 
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Amsterdam, in 1672, the Republic was saved by the election of a 
Stadtholder, and they turned their eyes to the Prince, the lineal de- 
scendant of those heroes who had established the independency of the 
United Provmces. The insurrection began at the town of Vere, in 
Zealand ; the burghers assembled tumultuously, and i*equired of their 
magistrates to raise WilKam Henry Frizo to the Stadtholdership. 
On the 28th of April he was nominated Captain-General and Admiral 
of Zealand, and this great and sudden change was effected with little 
disorder, and the remaining provinces concurred in the appointment. 
On the 16th of May the Prince RandwiMc repaired to the Hague, 
attended by Count Randwick and Bentinck, and rose in the assembly 
of the States-General, invested with the power and dignity of Stadt- 
holder, Captain-General and Admiral of the United Provinces. The 
vigorous consequences of this resolution immediately appeared ; all 
commerce and contracts with the French were prohibited, the peasants 
were armed and exercised. The States-General agreed that a fleet 
should be equipped, and the militia armed and disciplined. They sent 
agents to several German courts in order to treat for 30,000 additional 
troops to their army, and orders were issued to commence hostilities 
against the French both by sea and land. The Prince of Orange, 
thns raised to the command of the Dutch forces, was not of a cha- 
raeter to produce any material effect in the campaign ; he was of a 
HUiffmne disposition, pompous manner, and punctilious temper, un- 
skilled in military affairs, and yet unwilling to act in subservience to 
hit brother-in-Uw, the Duke of Cumberland. 

3. Battle op Laffeldt ob Yal. 

On the 22nd of May the French King arrived at Brussels, and 
tho Marshal-General resolved to undertake the siege of Maestricht, 
and with this view he called in his detachments and advanced towards 
Lonvain. The King was exceedingly anxious to obtain possession 
of this place, as he thought it would bring about a peace, of which 
he was most desirous. Towards the end of June the King was at 
Tongres, where the Marshal had formed a strong camp, but before 
they coald reach it the allies took post on the Maese, with their right 
towards Bilsen, and their left towards Tongres, in order to cover 
Maestricht thus threatened. The Duke now endeavoured by forced 
marches to get possession of the heights of Herdeeren, an advan- 
tageous post in the neighbourhood of the threatened city; but in 
this they were disappointed ; the enemy had occupied the post before 
he eould accomplish it. An engagement was now therefore become 
unavoidable. On the 1st of July the Duke ordered the Prince of 
Wolfenbuttel to occupy the village of Spawe with the infantry of 
the corps of reserve to support the Austrians, who were drawn up 
in order of battle, fomung the right at Bilsen, under Marshal 
Batthiany ; the centre with the Dutch under Prince Waldeck 
extended their left to Wirle, within a mile of Maestricht. The 
French being in possession of Herdeeren and Mileau were prepared 
to pomr down from the heights, and by flanking the Dutch, get be- 
tween them and Maestricht. This made it necessary for the allies to 
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U(Ivaiu*(« in tho yillAf^o of liiiffoldt, which wu iiocordlngly tftlcMi not. 
HOHHion of by tht* Hritinh n^ghiiontM of Orauford and Pultenoyi ana by 
tlio lloMian and ManovoriAii f^runadiora. The JMtlsh ((N)t-guardi| 
lit thu Haiiio time, niado a flank niovemont frnin tlia rif^ht of the 
Ih^HHiaiiH towardu tho villafi^ of Ulitinghon, whllat hU Royal High- 
ii(«Hii ordrrod novoral battorioH to bo plaotnl so an to rake the advanee 
f 1*0111 IIordwriMi. lioth armira oannonadod oaoh otlior till evening. 
Ah H(M>n an it waa liKht on tho Snd, the French oavalry made a great 
Hhow upon tho heights of Ilordoeron, in ordor to oonoeal the nuSkma 
of \\w\v infantry, which apfiearud mnm aftor ooming down into the 
plain tliroiigh a valley betwooii tho hilla near Ilempirt, marohlng in 
a prodigiouH column of battalions in front and many deep, and 
attacki d tho villago of liaffoldt, which wan well fortiflod. The Dritieh 
iiiuNk(*try saluttfd thoni with so warm a fire that the ftront of the 
(M)luiiiii was broken and dispersiMl. Tho assailants suifored terribly 
in thoir approach from tho cannon of tho oonfbderates, whioh waa 
HorvtMl with suriiriHing doxtority and suocesa. Not discouraged bv 
a firHt n'pulso, frt^sli Tmttalions oontiiuuHi to advance to the attaeL 
with wonderful alaority and porsovoranco. OvorfHiwcred by this 
conHtniit supply of frtfsli troo)is, tho confodorates were driven out of 
tho vitliifri«. HeiuK, howovor, opfMirtunoly supported by the regi« 
uKMitN of Wolfo, l!owar<l, (^)nway, and Hauss, thoy drovo baolc the 
b'nMu'li hrigados of Navarro, I^a Marnue, Monaco, and eeveral 
othi'm, under tho (^mnt do Clonnont, and rooovorod Uieir footing in 
tlu' villnKt\ This was throe times hist and carried ; and alklieagh 
Count Daiin, with somo squadrons of horse, advanced time enough 
to do Honio Horvico in tho villagts yet the motion of the Austriana 
under Hatthiany, on tho right wing of tlio allied amfy, waa ao alow, 
aM to ho etjual to almost total inaction; so that the Manhal- 
(leneral apprtdien<ling no danger tram that quarter, waa enabled 
to turn tho whole weight of tho I«VeneIi army agaiust the village of 
Lafft^ldt in spite of all tho efforts of tho Duke of Cumberlanii, who 
(*xert(Hl himself with great coursgo, and no inconsiderable ability. 
The action was hitherto ehiofly conflned to tho village of Val or 
Lutroldt, where tho field exhibite<l a horrible scone of earnago. 
At iKMMi the Duke onlorml the whole left wing to advanoe againal 
tho iMioniy, whoso infantry gave way, and victory seemed rea4y 
to dt>clare for the confederates. The l)utoh in the centre, inatead 
of niarrhing no to support the left wing of tho alliea, fell back 
in diHonler. Tlio Kn*iirh cavalry attacked twelve aquadrona, who 
gave way, and flying at full gallop, overthrew five Austrian battalfiona 
that w(«n« slowly advancing to the eharg(\ Tho Froiich cavalnr, under 
the onlerM of the C^iunt do Si5gur, chargtMl with such impetuoaity, that 
having totally nnit«Ml the centre, \w divided the right wing of Uie 
allied nriiiy fh>m tho left. The d(*foat would liave been total had 
ni>t Sir Jidin Llgonier, who commanded tho Hritiah cavalry, ruahed 
at the head of the (ireys and tlireo rogimtmts of dragoonoi witfa 
Nome Hi|uadr<ms of imiierial hussara, ufion the viotorioua enemy. 
Ho overthrow all that were opposiHi to him; but Sir Jolu 
hiniNPir taken prisimer after his horso had been kilM 
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him. Ck>lonel Conway and Sir Ilobert Sutton were also takon, 
AS well as the Hessian Count do Yssenborg ; and a great many 
were killed from a sharp Are that was opened upon them from 
French infantry posted in the hollow ways and behind some hedges 
adjoining; but, nevertheless, the French cavalry under Count 
d'Eetr^es was overthrown. This charge made such a diversion 
as gave time for the Duke of Cumberland to collect his scattered 
forces, for the allied army being now absolutely divided could make 
no further head against the enemy. He, therefore, called back the 
cavalry, and sent orders to Marshal Batthiany to retreat towards 
Maestricht, and that he himself would move towards Welt Vessel 
and Lonaken. Accordingly, his Royal Highness withdrew his left 
wing slowly and In good order, and brought off his heavy artillery, 
bat was constrained to sacrifice some small cannon which were too 
much in advance to bring off or that were disabled. By the French 
accounts there were twenty-nine guns taken, but the British only 
allow that sixteen guns fell into the hands of the victors. Their 
loss did not exceed 0000 men ; but Marnhal Saxe ackitowledged to 
Sir John Ligonier that on his part 8000 men and 1000 horse, with 
1000 officers, were killed and wounded. The Duke's movement 
cheeked the advance of the French and saved the rotreat of the 
Dutch and Austrians, who might otherwise liave been cut to pieces ; 
and the head of the retiring column got to Maestricht by five o'clock 
and the rest by seven o'clock, and the whole army crossed the Maese 
ID the night In this action both commanders narrowly escaped being 
taken prisoners. The Duke of Cumberland was at ono time enveloped 
in a sqiiadnm of French horse, which, through his defect of sight, 
be mistook for his own people ; and Marshal Saxe, in directing an 
attack, was impelled by his ardour into the very ranks of his enemy. 
The defeat has been erroneously imputed by English writers to the 
pusillanimity of the Dutch, and even to the treachery of the Austrians^ 
but it was entirely owing to the want of concert among the allied 
foresH. On the eve of the battle, when the detachment of tho Count 
de Clermont appeared on tho hill of Herdeeten, Marshal Batthiany 
asked permission of the Commander-in-Chief to attack them before 
they should be reinforced, declaring he would answer for tho success 
of the enterprise. No regard was paid to his proposal, but the 
superior asked hi his turn, where the Marshal would be in case 
he should be wanted f He replied, " I shall always be found at the 
head of my troops," and retired in disgust. Tho disposition (yf the 
Duke of Cumberland has been blamed, inasmuch as not above one- 
half of the army could act, while the enemy exerted their whole 
Ibree. A French officer said to an English private who had been 
made prisoner, '* Had there been 60,000 such men as yon, we should 
have found it difficult to conquer." " There were men enough liko 
me," he replied, " but we wanted a general like Marshal Saxe to 
eommand us." Without doubt the victory was mainly owing to the 
MarMhat-Oeneral's skilful dispositions. Such was the obstinate and 
bloody, but partial battle of Val or Laffeldt, in which the Britir 
tmopa distinguished themselves greatly, and if properly support 
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mi^ht have gained a eitmplete victor}*. Louis XV. witnessed the 
action from the heights of Herdeeren, and he came down to ths vio- 
torious camp in the afternoon to make his thanks to his army uid 
receive their congratulations. The King was, of course, in the 
highest spirits, and remarked to Ligonier, in reference to the oondnct 
of the allied contingents in the battle, *^ The Snglish not only paid 
all, but fought all." The Marquis de S^gur, who IukI been continual^ 
at the point of death from wounds, here lost an arm. The Kins said 
to the old Count, his father, *'Yotre fils mdritait d'etre inTiil- 
nerable." 

. 4. SiBOE OF BBROCir-op-Zoox. 

This action was followed by no important consequences. The me- 
cess of the French did not enable the Sklarshal-General to inTesfc 
Maestricht The Duke of Cumberland, after having reinforced its 
garrison with ten new battalions and passed the Maese in the neigh- 
bourhood of that city, extended his march towards Vist, in the dnoij 
of Limburg. The French King remained with his army near 
Tongrcs, and Marshal Saxe, having amused the allies with marchee 
and counternLirches, suddenly detached Count Lfiwendahl with SOjOOO 
men to invest Bergen-op-Zoom, the strongest fttrtification in Dutch 
Brabant, and the favourite work of the famous Coehorn. The enter- 
prise was deemed so impracticable that it only exposed the com- 
manders to censure, and did not alarm the Dutch people, for the 
place had never been taken, and was deemed impregnable; as besides 
its gi*eat natural and artificial strength, it can at all times be supplied 
with ammunition and provisions by two canals, defended by forts called 
Noord Schants and Zuyd Schauta, which communicate with the Seheldly 
and are navigable every tide. The place was at this time connected 
with an intrenched camp at Roeendahl, which v^'as occupied by the 
Prince of Hildburghausen with twenty battalions and fourteen squad- 
rons. The works were defended by a garrison of 3000 men, and the 
boily of the place is defended by a rampart about a league in circoin- 
forence, flanked by ten bastions, which are covered with five hom« 
works ; whilst there are forts at Moermont, Pinsen, snd Rover, and 
inundations on the side of Steenbroyen, and on the east of the town^ 
which render the approaches marshy and inaccessible. The eneinj 
appearetl before it on the I2th of July, and immediately invested it, and 
on the 1 5th the trenches were opened. As soon as this had been done old 
Baruu Cronstriim, whom the Stadtholder had appointed governor of 
Dutch Brabant, a man of eighty years of age, assumed the command in 
the town on the 29th ; and preparations were made for the most Tigor- 
ous resistance. Meanwhile Lbwendalil liad laid Sandvleit in ashes^ and 
summoned the tov^n to surrender. He conducted his operations with 
great judgment and spirit, and although he lost a great number of 
men by we warm and unremitted fire of the sarrison on his ap- 
proaches, he was so effectually and speedily remforced by detacn- 
mentd from the army, that he began very early to have hopes of sne- 
cess. He even attempted to storm the two outworks of Rover and 
?inseu, in which were Lord John Murray and a regiment of SooCek 
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Ilip;hUtic]«rfl| but thono, by a (IcMpttrtito iially, beat off tho HMMiiilantM 
with A IcMw of Home 400, aiid bunit aoine of their priiioipal battitriei. 
Other m1H(HI were alHu made with good efToi^ utiuos were nitruiiK on 
botli aideN, and every iuKtrunient of deatruotion eiuployed ft)r gix 
WMfka after thin repulio. l^^rtmi tlie lOtli of July to tiie Ifitii of Sep- 
t«niher, thu iiiaf(u produced an nniutennittinf( scene of horror and de- 
Ntructiiiii ; ntitliinK waa to be Moen but fire and mnoko, notliin^ lieard 
but the |ioq>etual roar of bonibH and cannon— tlie town was laid in 
aahes-^tlie tronchea flUed with carnage. Ltfwendahl waci induced 
in c(iiiM*(|uenoo to demand from (^rouHtrtim a HUHponaion of amiH, that 
he might bury hia dead, which wan rofuned him ; but still tho ilaniage 
fell chiefly on the beHieg€«rM, who were slain in heaps : so that Marshal 
Haxe ikfut to them a minforcement of 12,000 men. The garrison, on the 
other hand, made an excellent defence, and suffered very little, for 
they eould at all times bo occasionally relieved or reiiiforcoii from tho 
truopii within tlio lines. Those made an attempt to attack tho be- 
siegera, but it was ill concerted and worse executed, and proved in« 
efTeetual. The fate of Hergen-op-/oom, on which the eyes of all 
Kurope were fixed, seemed still doubtful, and it was generally bo- 
lleveu that LUweiidahl would bo bafHed in his endeavours, when tlie 
Oount lioldly carried it by assault. That experienced general and 
great master in tho art of reducing fortified places, having 
observed that at length some inconsiderable breaches had been 
eflecled in a ravelin and two bastions, resolved on the 15th of Septem- 
ber to Htomi all three at onms Tho breaches woro not such as would 
be deemed practicable, and tho Oovornor thinking they were not so, 
liad taken no precaution against an assault And it was this very 
negligence on which Lowendahl presumed for success in this haKiUHi- 
(Mia attempt, lie accordingly assembled his tro(»ps in the dead of night, 
when tlio greater part of tho garrison wert) in security and repose. 
At four in Uie morning of the 17th, he made tho signal for assault, 
and throwing a prodigious quantity of bombs into tho ravelin, the 
Kreneh grenadiers throw themselves into the fosse, mounted tho 
breaehos, forced o|ien a sally|>ort, and entered the place almost with« 
out resistance — they had oven time to extend themselves along tho 
curtain, and form in order of battle before the garrison could bo 
aaaembled : tlie assailants penetrated even to the middle of the town 
with aearotdy aiiv opp<isition. Uld ('ronstroni was asleep in be<l, and 
! the Mildiers on duty had been utterly surprised by the sud<lennefla 
, and impetuosity of the attack; but though tho I'rench had taken 
iKNneMMton of tlio ramparts, tlie town was still to be gainn<l. Two 
battatioiui of Scotch tn)0|>s in the pay of the States- (ieneral were 
asaeiiibliNl in the niarket-pUoo, and attacked the assailants with such 
' fury that they wem driven fmmi street to street, until fresh re- 
' infurctiments arriving, the Soots wem compelled to retreat in tlieir 
tuni, yet they disputed every inch of groiinti, and fought until two- 
tliinla of their numbers were killed on the spot. Then they brought 
off tliA old Oovemor, and abandoned the town to tho enitniy. Thu 
trooiM that were euoain|Nt<l In the lines instantlv retniattul with great 
Iinict|>ltaiion| and all tho forts surrendered to the victors. Thus the 
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French became masters of the whole navigation of the SdiddL 
Louis XV. was so pleased with Lbwendahl's snoceasy that he nro- 
raoted him to be a Marshal of France; and he named Manuial- 
General Count Saxe Governor of the conquered Netherlands. He 
himself now returned in triumph to Versailles, and both armies went 
into winter-quarters — the French triumphanUy, the allies acenaing 
one another and quarrelling. The English, Dutch, and Hanoverians 
encamped in the neighlxMirhood of Breda, and the Imperialists 
between the Mouse and the Rhine. The Duke of Cumberland em- 
barked for England, where, as well as in Europe generally^ the 
opinion of an approaching peace prevailed. 

5. War in Italt. 

The court of Vienna, enraged at the revolt of the Genoese^ had 
been resolved to reduce them again to subjection, and to rhawtise 
severely the capital which had so unceremoniously ejected her 
troops. Count Schuylemberg had succeeded the Marquis de Botta 
in the chief command of the Imperialists, and was ordered to invert 
Genoa with a powerful army of Austrians and Piedmonteae; cir- 
cumstances attending the capture of Genoa and the revolution thai 
followed it in the last winter had furnished much ground of disaenmm 
between the Empress Queen and the King of Sardinia, and theae 
unfortunate disputes had obstructed the operations against the plaeeu 
At length a compromise was effected, and 6000 Piedmonteae Joined 
the Austrians. Schuylemberg assembled his army in the dud^ of 
Milan, and marched on the 1 3th of January to foroe the passage of 
the Bocchetta. The Riviera was ravaged without meroy. On the 
last day of March he appeared before &enoa at the head of 4lOJtOO 
men, and summoned the revolters to lay down their anna. Neither 
of the allied powers would furnish the heavy artillery neceaaaiy for 
a siege, lest it should fall into the hands of the enemy. The be- 
siegers, if they deserve the name, hoped rather to rednoe the town 
by famine than by regular approaches, and they continued a dialant 
blockade without raisin|; a single battery. Meanwhile the King of 
France, sensible of the importance of the city to the eauae of the 
house of Bourbon, determined to exert himself in supporting the 
Republic in the most effectual manner, and had r«nittea large aama, 
in order to enable the inhabitants to put the place into a state of de- 
fence ; besides engrineers and officers to discipline the troopa of the 
Republic, he had also sent thither a body of 4600 men under the Duhe 
de Bouflers for the greater security of the place, and to animate the 
Genoese to a bolder resistance. The design took effect: the eitiscna 
resolved to perish rather than again submit to the Austriana ; and 
the inhabitants obstinately refused to lay down their arms, and even 
treated with contumely the proposal made them of submitting to the 
clemency of the court of Vienna. The answer they gave to the 
summons was that the Republic had 64,000 men in arms, 900 
cannon, and thirty-four mortars, with abundance of ammunition and 
provision. The investment waa eompleted the beginning of Maj ; 

It, notwithstanding all the vigiUnoe of the British fleet, i 
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were from time to time thrown into the city. The Genoese behaved 
with great spirit in several sallies, animated by the example of the 
French troops under Bouflers. The Austrian General nevertheless 
conducted the operations with so much skill, vigour, and intrepidity, 
that he must at last have accomplished the enterprise had not his 
attention been diverted to another quarter. They were alarmed by 
an inroad of the French and Spanish forces under Belleisle. 

6. A French Army advances to relieve Genoa. 

Marshal Belleisle, who had been called to succeed Marshal Maille- 
bois in the command of the French army, passed the Var without 
opposition in June and made himself master of Nice, Montalbano, 
Yillafranca, and Ventiroiglia, with a design to penetrate into Pied- 
mont and Lombardy and raise the siege of Genoa. A kind of punc- 
tilious etiquette was now observed between the confederate leaders ; 
both Aiistrians and Sardinians were unwilling to incur the disgrace 
of first raising the siege. The Austrian General refused to retire 
without positive orders from the King, and the King declined to 
give those orders because he did not consider the Austrian troops 
under his command. This frivolous contest was terminated by the 
advance of Belleisle. The British Admiral concurred in the opinion 
that the troops employed in the siege ought to be drawn off for the 
defence of Piedmont and Lombardy. The King accordingly with- 
drew his troops to defend the passes. The Austrians, having gained 
the point of honour, followed his example. And thus the siege or 
bloekade of Genoa was raised on the 10th of June, to the great joy 
of the Genoese, who, in revenge of the injuries they had suffered, 
, tavaged the duchies of Parma and Plaoentia. 

7* Endeavours to force Exilles — Chevalier db Belleisle 

KILLED. 

Belleiale with his characteristic temerity proposed to threaten 
Turin by an irruption on the side of Dauphintf, and, notwithstanding 
the opposition of the Spanish General and even of the French 
oonrty dispatched his brother, the Chevalier de Belleisle, with 15,000 
men, to force a passage through the valley of Susa, which was 
defended by almost impregnable forts. The detachment reached 
the Afisietta, on the road to Exilles, where was a formidable intrench- 
ment occupying the summit of a steep acclivity, strengthened with 
palisades and furnished with numerous artillery. The King of Sar- 
dinia had committed the defence of this important pass to the care 
of the Count de Brigueras, with eighteen Sardinian and three 
Austrian battalions; whilst all the passes of the Alps were secured 
by detachments of the same troops. On the 19th of July these 
Piedmontese intrenchments were attacked bv the Chevalier with 
incredible intrepidity ; animated by the recolleotions of the assault 
on Chateau Dauphin, they advanced to the attack, but were twice 
repulsed with a dreadful carnage. Belleisle placed himself at the 
bead of his troops, and impatient of so obstinate an opposition and 
determined nut to suryive a miscarriage, he seized a pair of eolours. 
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and rushing forward planted them on the enemy's work. At that 
instant he fell dead, having received the thrust of a bayonet and 
two musket-balls in his body. The loss of the commander decided 
the fortune of this rash enterprise, in which the assailants were 
dispirited and forthwith gave way ; they lost 4000 killed and 9000 
wounded, and the remainder of the troops retired to Brian^on. The 
Marshal de Belleisle was no sooner informed of his brother's misfo^ 
tune than he likewise retreated towards the Var, to form a jnnctioil 
with the troops from Exilles. About the same time the King of Sar- 
dinia, having assembled an army of 70,000 men, threatened IHuiphintf 
with an invasion, but excessive rains prevented the execution m the 
enterprise. General Leutmm was detached with twenty battaUoM 
to drive the French from Ventimiglia, but Belleisle fiUling back for 
its support, this scheme was likewise frustrated, and boUi amiiea 
retired into winter-quarters in the month of October, 

a Naval Wab. 

The naval transactions of this year were more glorioos to Gfeet 
Britain than any other during the war. Her success was great be- 
yond example, but even more advantageous than glorious^ as she had 
a manifest superiority of force in every engagem^it. 

Not yet discouraged by the failures of preceding yeen, Frmoee 
resolved to renew her efforts against the British colonies in North 
America and the English settlements in the East Indies. For these 
objects two squadrons were prepared at Brett, one to be eommaaded 
by Commodore de la Jonquiere, destined for the West Indies, and 
the other for the East Indies, commanded by Admirals Letendenr 
and De St. George. The British ministry, apprised of these me^ 
sures, resolved to intercept both these squadrons, which were to set 
sail together and keep company till they arrived at a certain latStnde. 
But the squadron of the latter commander not being fnllv equipped, 
and the French court impatient of delay. La Jonquiere's squaanm 
went to sea without waiting for Letendeur. This division profed 
fatal to the French. 

9. Naval Action off Caps Finistbb&b. 

On the 9th of April the British fleet, consisting of eleven sail of the 
line, three 50-gun ships, and one of 40, all under the command of 
Vice-Admiral Anson and Rear-Admiral Warren, sailed fmrn Spit* 
head, and steered their course to Cape Finisterre on the coast of 
Spain. On the 3rd of May they came up with the enemy's squadroDi 
consisting uf six large ships of war, as many frigates, and four anned 
vessels, liaving under convoy thirty vessels laden with stores and 
merchandise. The war-ships immediately shortened sail and formed 
in line of battle under their Commodore, La Jonquiere. Anson M 
first made signal to form the line of battle ahead, but seeing hll 
enemy so weak and the merchant-ships crowding all sail to escape, he 
suspected a n anoBuvre to gain time, and determined to attack with- 
out regard to line. He accordingly made signal fbr a general chase. 
The "Centurion," Captain Dennis, soon came up to the stemmoat ihipt 
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whom she began to engage at four o'clock, when two of the largest of 
the enemy's ships bore down upon her. The '* Namur/' the '' De- 
fiance/' and the "Windsor" now came to her aid, and having dis- 
abled some of the enemy's ships, made sail ahead to prevent the van 
of the enemy from escaping. Anson in the " Prince George," and 
Warren in the " Devonshire," together with the " Yarmouth," now 
oame up and engaged " L'Invincible," the French Admiral's ship, and 
were about to fire into her, when all the ships in the enemy's van 
struck their colours between six and seven o'clock : and the rest did 
so before night. The ships of war being all secured, with the excep- 
tion of some frigates that escaped, the Admiral detached three ships 
in pursuit of the convoy and captured nine sail of them, but the rest 
got away in the darkness. Captain Grenville of the ** Defiance," an 
oflScer of great promise, and nephew to Lord Cobham, was killed, 
and Captain Boscawen, of the " Namur," received a musket-ball in 
the shoulder, and the total British loss was about 520 ; that of the 
French 700 killed and wounded. M. de Jonquiere, chef d*£scadre, 
had with him *' L'Invincible," ^4, and <'La Gloire," 44, and his 
speech on delivering up his sword is characteristic of French levity. 
** Monsieur," said he to Anson, " vous avez vaincu * L'Invincible,' et 
' La Gloire ' vous suit." Great credit is due to Anson for the neat 
manner in which he swept the whole fleet into his toils, which 
showed skill and seamanship. The treasure found in the captured 
ahipa amounted to about 300,000/. in money, destined to pay the 
French forces in the East, besides stores of great value. The money 
on its arrival at Portsmouth was put into twentv waggons to be con- 
▼eyed to London, where it was taken in grand military procession 
through the streets to the Bank, amidst the acclamations of many 
thousand persons. The whole town was illuminated, and Anson was 
on this occasion created a peer, and Warren the second in command 
became a Knight of the Bath. 

This blow was most severely felt by France, who had vainly flat- 
tered herself that by means of Uiis armament she should render her- 
self mistress of the Indian seas, and be enabled to wrest from Eng- 
land by such superiority their most valuable possessions in that part 
of the world. The French sailors, however, behaved with great 
spirit and gallantry. The French Admiral was wounded and one of 
us captains killed, and thev had about 700 killed and wounded. 

About six weeks after this engagement, on the 20th of June, Com- 
mander Fox cruising in neai'ly the same latitude, between Ushant 
and Cape Finisterre, with six ships of war, fell in with a fleet of 170 
merchantmen richly laden with cochineal, cotton, indigo, and other 
valuable articles from St. Domingo. They were convoyed by four 
•hips of war, commanded by Commodore de la Motte, who abandoned 
them. Fox captured forty-six of them without molestation, and 
to dispersed and scattered the remainder, that several more of them 
were made prizes by different cruising ships. 

10. Naval Action in the Bat of Biscay. 
Admiral Hawke was no less successful. He sailed from Plymouth 
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iu the beginning of August, with fourteen ahips of the line, to inter- 
cept a fleet of French merchant-ships bound for the West Indiea. 
He cruised for some time off the coast of Bretagna At hut the 
French fleet put to sea, and sailed from the Isle d*Aiz nnder eonvoy 
of nine ships of the line, besides frigates, commanded by M. Le- 
tendcur. 

On the 14th of October the two squadrons came in right of eaeh 
other in the latitude of about 47** at about seven in the morning. The 
French Commodore immediately ordered one of his great ships and 
the frigates to proceed with the trading vessels, while he formed the 
line of battle, and waited the attack. At eleven in the f o re n oon 
Admiral Hawke displayed the signal for a general chase, but obaenring 
the French Admiral drawing out from the fleet to oorer the eonroj, 
he changed his plan and made signal for the battle ahead, but at me 
same time directed a ship of the line and some frigates to make the 
best of their way after the merchantmen. In half an hour the 
** Lyon/* 60, and the *< Princess Louisa," 00, began the aetion: the 
other ships supporting them as &st as they eonld oome up. Tbe 
<* Devonshire," 60, succeeded in bringing the **Sevenie, 60, to 
action, which soon struck ; and she hauled her wind to aaaist the 
« Eagle,'* 60, and the <' Edinburgh," 70, which were then warmly en- 
gaged with the "Tonnant," 80, which bore the French Admbal*b 
flag. The <* Devonshire" lost her fore-topmast, and having her 
wheel shot to pieces and all the men at it killed, this 8hi)i, which 
was commanded by Captain Rodney, had become quite nngoiTem- 
able. The Admiral came to her assistance, but before be had 
opened his fire, he was obliged from somethine wrong on board Iu 
shoot ahead, and the " Tonnant*' immediately fell upon the crip pled 
<< Devonshire," when the '< Tilbury," 00, Captain Hariand^ ran his 
ship between them and drew off her fire, and in the mean time the 
*' Devonshire," by the exertions of her officers and men, was in a 
condition to renew the contest, and ran alongside the ** Trident^" 60, 
and soon silenced her. The British Adminl havine r efi tte d closed 
with the *< Terrible," 74, and the ship surrendered to him about 
seven at night, which put an end to the engagement. All the French 
squadron, except ** L*lntrepide" and the <*Tonnant," had struck to 
the English flag. These two ships escaped in the dark, and retnmsd 
to Brest in a shattered condition. The French maintained the m- 
equal fight with uncommon bravery and resolution, and did not yield 
till their ships were disabled. Their loss consisted of tax ships of 
the line, and their killed amounted to about 800. The number of 
English killed were 164, including Captain Saumarex, a gallant 
officer, who had served under L^rd Anson, and 668 wounded. 
Hawke immediately after the action dispatched the ^ Weazel*' sloop 
to Commodore Legge, whose squadron was stationed at Uie Leewara 
I Islands, with the intelligence of the French fleet of merohant-diips 
! outward bound, that he might take the proper measures for inter- 
ceptiog them in their passage to the French West India Islands^ and 
! a good number of them fell into the hands of Admiral Poeock, who 
succeeded to Legge, who had died before the order reached him. 



1747.] M7AS, IN THE EAST INDIES. 127 

Hawke arrived at Portsmouth with iiis prizes on the Slstof October, 
and was, io the month of November, elected a Knight of the Bath. 
The Admiral bestowed great praises upon all his officers excepting 
Captain Fox, who he thought had been the cause that the '' Ton- 
nant,*' the French Admiral's ship, had escaped; and he therefore 
had him brought to a court-martial, '^ for that he did not come pro- 
perly into the fight, nor do his utmost to engage, distress, and en- 
damage the enemy.'' On the trial it was proved that the '* Kent,'' 
64, which Fox commanded, had engaged tlie *' Fuugueux/' 6*4, for 
three-quarters of an hour within pistol-shot till she struck to him ; 
when he shot ahead to engage the " Tonnant," which he had done 
for half an hour, when the "Kent" forged ahead, having most of 
her riffging shot away. The court acquitted him of the charge of 
oowarmce, but ** because he paid too much regard to the advice of 
bis officers contrary to his own better judgment," passed sentence 
that he be dismissed from the command of the " Kent" He re- 
mained in this state of suspension for two years: but being after- 
warda judged to have been treated with no small severity, lie was 
restored to his rank and became an Admiral, but was not again 
employed. 

In the Mediterranean Vice- Admiral Medley blocked up the 
Spanish squadron in Carthagena, assisted the Austrian General on the 
coast of Villafitinca, and intercepted some of the succours sent from 
France to the assistance of the Genoese, but his squadron not being 
deemed strong enough, four ships of war were sent to reinforce him ; 
his death happened in the beginniug of August, when the command 
of the squadron devolved upon Rear- Admiral Byng, of unfortunate 
eelebrity. 

In July the ** Warwick,'* 60, and the " Lark," 40, Captain Crook- 
shanks, having under their convoy a fleet of thirteen merchant-ships 
bound to NorUi America, fell in with the ** Glorioso," a Spanish ship 
of 80 guns, in the latitude of the Western Isles. She had sailed 
from the Havannah with an immense treasure on board. Captain 
£fskine in the " Warwick," of 60 guns, attacked her with great in- 
trepidity, and fought until his ship was entirely disabled, but being 
nnsuatained by his consort, he was obliged to haul off, and the '* Glo- 
rioso " arrived in safety at FerroU ^here the silver was landed, and 
•he proceeded on her voyage to Cadiz. But now she was encountered 
by the *' Dartmouth," a British frigate of 40 guns, commanded by 
0^>tain Hamilton, a gallant youth, who, notwithstanding the in- 
equality of force, engaged her without hesitation, but in the heat of 
the action, his ship being fired by accident, he was blown up, and 
perished with all his crew excepting a dozen sailors, who were after- 
wards picked up by a privateer. The ** Glorioso," however, did not 
escape. An English ship of 80 guns, under the command of Captain 
Buckle, came up and obliged the Spaniard to surrender, after a short 
but Yigoroos engagement. 

11. Wab in the Ei3T Indies. 
Commodore Griffin had been sent with a reinforcement of ships to 
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assume tlie command of a squadron in the East Indies, and although 
his arrival secured Fort St. David and the other British settleiiMnls 
in that countr}' from the attempts of De U Bourdonnaia, yet his 
strt'iigth was not sufficient to enable him to do more than bloekade 
Pondicherry in April ; notwithstanding that the garrison waa reported 
to be in want of provisions, he was unable to effect its reduction, or to 
undertake any enterprise of importance against the enemy. Howerer, 
ho burned a i rench vessel, the ''Neptune,** in the roadstead of Madna, 
but the French had their revenge; for, bv keeping the British 
colours flying at Fort St. Greorge, an English Eut India ship, the 
^Princess Amelia,*' was decoyed into port and captured by the enemy. 
Griffin, moreover, could not prevent a strong reinforcement of French 
shipH, with men, money, and stores, from running into lAadras, the 
fortiflcations of which were made daily stronger bv their ai^nieers. 
The miniHtry of EIngland therefore resolved to equip a fresh arma- 
ment, that when joined by the ships in India should be in a eonditioD 
to besiege Pondicher^, the principal settlement of the French on the 
Coroiiiaiidcl coast. For the service a sood number of independeiit 
companies was raised and set sail on the 1st of November, with a 
8tn)iig sfjuadron under the command of Rear- Admiral Boseawen, ma 
officer of unquestioned valour and capacity. He was now honoorsd 
with a most extraordinary command, for he was appointed Admiral 
and Commander-in-Chief, an amphibious commission, the like of which 
hsH only been once granted since the time of Charles II. He had 
under him fourteen ships of war of above 50 guns, and about 4000 
European troops beside natives. 

12. Pacific Views. 

The great naval victories in a manner annihilated the Freneh fleet* 
The FriMich trade was paralyzed, and great ¥^nt and suffering and dis- 
senHJon existed among his people,all which disposed Louis XV.aerloiisly 
to think of peace, notwithstanding the great superiority of his arms in 
tlie Low Countries. His finances were almost exhausted, and beeoald 
no longer depend upon supplies from the mines of Mexico and Peni in 
tlie enfi^hlotl state of the French and Spanish naviea, whilst he had 
the mortification to see the commerce of Britain flourish in the 
midHt of the war, and the parliament and nation paying inerediUs 
sums to enable their sovereign to maintain invincible navies and for- 
midable armies, and to subsidize all the powers of Europe. He had, 
moreover, a just apprehension, that a Russian army might appear 
agaiiiHt him m the ensuing campaign in the Netherlands, for in the 
month of November a ti*eAty liad been concluded between King 
Ge<>r^e and the Czarina, by which the latter engaged to hold in rsadi- 
nesH 30,000 men and forty galleys on the first requisition. Pacille 
overtures were accordingly comnmnicated to the British cabinet, and 
by them submitted to the allies ; but as the Empress Queen relussd 
to give any specific explanation of her intentions, and as the Prines 
of Orange, who was eager to signalize his new command, vehement^ ff 
protected against entering into any negotiation, these orertares wert' 
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rejected, and at the close of the year preparations were made to 
proascute th^ ensuiug oampaign with ii^creAsing vigour, . 
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1. plenipotentiaries arrive at aix-la-chapelle. — 2. mabstricbt 

bbsikgep.— 3. war in italy qenoa assaulted. — 4. war in thb 

xa8t indies. — 5. naval war. — g. peace of aix-la-chapelle. 

]. Plenipotentiaries arrive at Aix-la-Chapbllb. 

Daring the preceding year constant altercations had taken place 
between the confederate powers. The Empress Queen was at issue 
with the King of Sardinia on differences arising out of the treaty of 
Worms, and the British cabinet had remonstrated against the de> 
ficiency of the Austrian contingents; the difficulties that occurred 
accordingly in forming any specitio plan sufficiently indicated the ap- 
proaching dissolution of the confederacy. A military convention was, 
however, with much difficulty concluded in the beginning of January 
between Austria, tlie maritime powers, and Sardinia. The Empress 
Qoeeo agreed to furnish 60,000 men in the Low Countries and 
60,000 in Italy ; the King of Sardinia 80,000, and Great Britain and 
Holland 60,000 men each, and the armies were to be complete before 
the end of April, or one-foui*th of the subsidies to be deducted. The 
British parliament readily granted eight and a half millions for the 
services of the year. Out of this sum 400,000^. was allotted to the 
Queen of Hungary, 300,000/. to the King of Sardmia, and 300,000/. 
for the Russian contingent. The land forces were voted at 49,000 
men, and the sea forces at 40,000 seamen ; anil 11,500 marines^ and 
21^000 Hanoverians, 6000 Hessians^and 4000 Bruns wickers were taken 
into pay, so that Great Britain, besides the vast subsidies she paid, 
had 122.600 land forces and marines. Maria Theresa meditated 
some brilliant enterpiise in Italy, and wished t<> anticipate the 
arrival of the Russian contingent, when she was confounded with the 
news that the preliminaries of peace were signed at Aix-la-Chapelle 
as early as the Uth of March, and the expectation of all Europe was 
turned to the meeting of a congress ; but, nevertheless, the prepara- 
tions for war went op witli redoubled vigour. 

2. Maestricht besieged. 

Marshal Saxe arrived at Brussels on the 20th of March, and gave 
orders for the assembling of the French army. This now consisted 
o( 192,000 effective men. At first it was thought he would attempt 
Breda, but when the Dutch got together an army to protect it, he 
then thi^tened Luxembourg, but all of a sudden made himself 
Blaster of Limburg. Ld wenduil now passed the Maese at Namur, and 
at the head of 46.000 men invested Macstridit on the 3rd of April. 

Vou n. K 
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The two comDiandera concerted their ineasures with w) much judgmeut 
that tlie AustriuiB were driven back to Roermond, twenty-fire mile* 
from Maestricht, witli the loss of their magazines. On the other 
hand, General Haddich, with an AuBtrian detachment, defeated a 
large French convoy, and took about 800 prisonera. The army of the 
confederates, under the Duke of Cumberland, was collecting about 
Kyndhoven, but notwithstanding the magnificent promises of the 
Dutch and the Empress Queen, neither of them brought more than 
30.000 men into the field, which, with the British, miScing the force 
110,000 men, lay in the immediate neighbourhood of Maestricht. 
This town was defended by twenty-four battalions of Dutch and 
Austrian troops, commanded by Baron d'Aylva, who opposed the 
beHiegers with great skill and resolution. Lfiwendahl, however, pro- 
secuted his approaches with incredible ardour, and at length effected 
a lodgment in the covered way, after an obstinate dispute, m which he 
lost 2000 of his best troops. The next day they were, neverthele«y 
Again dislodged by the garrison, who acquired fresh courage by this 
success. Such was the doubtful and even unfavourable state of the 
siege of Maestricht, when intelligence arrived that the preliminaries 
of peace were signed, and orders given for a cessation of arms. Yet 
it was oddly enough agreed on by the plenipotentiaries ** that for the 
glory of the arms of his Most Christian Majesty," the place should be 
immediately surrendered to his general, to be restored at the eon- 
elusion of the i)eace, and, accordingly, on the 3rd of May, the gar- 
ris43n marched out with the customary honours of war, and Marraal 
Lowendahl took formal possession of Maestricht. The French were 
said to have lost about 6000 men. 

3. War in Italt — Genoa assaulted. 

No material transaction distinguished the campaign in Italy. The 
French and Spanish troops whoTiad joined the Genoese in the terri- 
tories of the republic, amounted to 30,000 men, under the command 
of the Duke de Richelieu, who was sent from France to assume the 
direction upon the death of the Duke de Bouflers, while Marshal 
de Belleisle at the head of 50,000 men, covered the Western Rivier^ 
which was threatened with an invasion of 40,000 Austrians and 
Pie<lm(mtese, under the command of Leutrum. The district of Eastern 
Riviera was to have been entered by Count Brown, who had since re- 
commenced the siege of Genoa. On the 7th of June the Austrian troops 
attacked the city in several places at once, in which assault both they 
and the French lost a great number of men ; and the place was nut 
taken when all further operations were suspended by the armistice, 
which t(M)k place as soon as the belligerent powers had acceded to 
the pri>liminaries of peace. The Duke do Richelieu for this veiy 
limited service was created a peer of France, and Genoa voted him 
a statue. 

4. War in the East Indies. 

Admiral Boscawcn came to anchor at the Cape of Good Hope on 
the 20th of March, and disembarked his soldiers^ whom he eneampedi 
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and by his affable and liberal behaviour endeavoured to gain the 
affection of the land forces. He was well aware that a command of 
the kind conferred on him would occasion jealousies, which he did 
every thing in his power to dispel. All the time they stayed at the 
Cape, which was longer than was intended, was of great benefit to 
both land and sea forces, who had fresh meat continually, and 
acquired good health, while every one rejoiced at the prospect of 
serving under the AdmiraPs command. They finally left the Cape 
on the 8th of May and sailed for the Mauritius, where they came to 
anchor in a place called Turtle Bay, and considered the propriety 
of making an attack ; but the island was so well defended, and there 
was such a strength of ships in the harbour, that the squadron pro- 
ceeded on its course to the coast of Coromandel, and on the 29th of 
July arrived at Fort St. David. Boscawen immediately determined to 
undertake the siege of Pondicherry, and the troops and stores were 
landed and encamped about a mile from the fort, while Captain Lisle 
was placed in command of the fleet, which was directed to pro- 
ceed to anchor within two miles of the place, with eight ships of the 
line, eight frigates, and some armed vessels of smaller craft The army 
began its march on the 8th of August, the Admiral heading it himself, 
and on the 11th he invested the town of Pondicherry by land with 
his small army, consisting of 2690 Europeans, 148 artillerymen, 1097 
seamen, and 2000 sepoys; and he prosecuted the enterprise with 
such spirit, that he got possession of Ariancopang, at the distance of 
three miles from the place. He then made his approaches and 
opened some bomb-batteries, for it was said the magazines were not 
bomb-proof, but he failed to explode them by the fire of his shipping, 
and the fortifications were so strong, the garrison so numerous, and 
the engineers of the enemy so expert, that he made little progress 
and sustained much damage. At length, as the rainy season ap- 
proached, his army was so much enfeebled by sickness, that he 
ordered the artillery and stores to be re-embarked, and raised the 
siege on the 6th of October, after having lost above 1000 men. 

The garrison of Pondicherry according to the best accounts was 
composed of 1800 or 2000 Europeans, and nearly 3000 sepoys i; 

* This is the first time we hear of the troops termed " sepoys." The 
word "sepoy,*' signifying soldier, is originally Persian, and has been 
engrafted upon both the Hindustani and Turkish languages. It is the 
same as " Spahi " or " Sipahee," the former of which words is oflen met 
with in French works on Oriental subjects. The French had armed and 
I drilled a body of native troops after the manner of Europeans, for the 
first time, at Cuddalore, and now they formed a part of their ordinary force. 
; The English had early seen the importance of raising a force of the same 
I kind, consistine exclusively of infantry; but at the beginning no attempt 
j was made to drill them to European tactics, and they were officered b^ 
! the native gentry of the provinces, as they were at first considered, until 
a knowledge of caste was obtained. The high caste system, as it is called, 
I his been followed up in Bengal, where upwards of 60,000 out of 80,000 are 
Rajpoots and Bramins. The sepoys who fought the battles of Olive and 
Coote were, like the Bombay army, of mixed castes. The infantry was 
compoted of Pariahs, Pukus, and other low cultivators of the Camatic anc' 

k2 
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and Dupleiz, the governor, and Paradis, the chief engineer, both of 
tlieni men of experience and abilities, had employed their utmoct art, 
not only in fortifying the place itself, but in throwing up intreneh- 
ments and works in all the approaches to it. Here CSire fiffst aerred 
with an ensign's commission. His personal eourace had been teen 
connpicuous among hundreds of brave men ; but his impettuMty in- 
ducing him to run himself for a supply of ammunition, wbieh fkiled 
at a battery in which he was posted, he was aeeused of fear, and it 
was referred to a court of inquiry to vindicate him, whieh U did to 
every one's satisfaction. 

Intelligence was received, soon after this event, that peace had been 
concluded between Great Britain and France at Aix-la>ChapeUe, 
but circumstances rendered the stay of the Admiral in the East 
necetwary. As it happened this was not quite fortunate, for, while 
tiiH Admiral was luckily on shore, a storm caught hia flag-ahip, the 
" Nanmr," in the open road at St. David's, and wreeked it with 
upwards of 500 seamen on board. 

6. Naval War. 

The naval forces of Great Britain were again sueoesaful in the 
WeHt Indies. Rear> Admiral Knowles was ordered to take the com- 
mand of the British squadron at Jamaica, which consisted of eight 
sliipH of the line and two sloops. He put to sea on the 13th of Februaiy 
to attHck St. lago do Cuba, but contrary winds impeding him, he d^ 
terniined on a descent upon Port Louis, a French settlement on the 
south sidu of Hispaniola. He arrived there on the 8th of March, and 
found a well-cunstructed fort mounting seventy-eight heavy guna, de- 
fended hy a garrison of 000 men, under the command of M. deCthataan- 
noy^. The Admiral did not hesitate, but immediately resolved on 
the attack ; and after a heavy cannonade of three hours completely 
silenced the fort, so that the Grovernor agreed to surrender and beoonw 
prisoner of war. This success was achieved with the loss of seventv men 
killed and wounded, amonj; tlie former Captains Ronton and William 
C-UMt. The Hear-Admiral then took possession of tlie ships in har- 
bour, and having destroyed tlie fortifications, resumed his intention 
of attacking St lago ; but he found the place so well prepared and 
so Htrong that he desisted and returned to Jamaica. 

The same Admiral, on the 1st of October, while emising in the 
noi^libourhood of the liavannah with his squadron, eneountered a 
SpuuiHh iioet of nearly the same strength, under the oommand of 
AdniiralH lleggio and Spinola. Both squadrona having neared, the 
engitgenitint began between two and three o'clock in the day, and 
continued with intervals till eight in the evening, when the enemy 
rt>tirod iuto tlio Havaunah witli the loss ot :wo ships, one of whieh, 

tlio Northern Circsrs. The cavalry' waa wholly Mnhommedan. The unl- 
viToul custom now ii, that the priuoipftl ofBcen of the Minoy force ihould be 
I'^iiitipeans. AbMtrarting howovor thote employed on otn«r dutiei, there il 
lint now ahovo one KuroMsn officer to Dinety-thret> men. Naj^er r 
nu'n<If(l that there ihould be fortv-fuur or forty-five Europeans to 
lUOU men. We are now reajiing the fhiit of thii ud overaignt 
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the ** Conouettadore," •truck to the Britinh Admiral, and the other, 
Admiral Reggio'ii flag-ehip, the "Africa," after a spirited action, 
in which the ** Cornwall " lust her main-yard and main-topmant, was 
two days afterwards run on shoro and blown up, lest she nhould fall 
into the hands of the conquerors. Tho Spaniards lost 880 killed in 
the action, and nearly 200 wounded, including Heggio himsolf. 

No naval occurrence of any particular consequence took place in 
the European seas this year, except the capture of the *' Magna- 
nime," a French ship of the line, oy two P^nglish cruisers in the 
Channel, after an obstinate ongagomont; but the privateers of Great 
Britain took a considerable number of merchant-ships from the 
enemy iu the course of tho summer. 

0. Peacr op Aix-la-Ciiapbllb. 

At length the definitive treaty of peace was signed at Aix-la- 
Chapelle on the 18tli of October, by tho plenipotentiaries of France, 
Great Britain, and Holland. It was afterwards acceded to by Spain 
on the 20th, and by thu Empross Queen on the 23rd of October, and 
by tho King of Sardinia on tho 7th of November. Thus torininatod 
a bloody and extensive war, which ut its commencement seemed to 
threaten the very existence of Austria ; but at length she triumphed, 
and aeoured an honourable peace, though not without a sacrifice. It 
was a war singular in the annals of the world, when, after a prodigious 
deatmction of the human species and many turns of fortune, all 
narti«s may be said to have been losers, except the King of 
Ihf ui i i a. The treaty was clogged with a clause most unwelcome to 
British pride— that hoHtagos should bo given to France for the resti- 
tution of Louisburg to her. This induced the Pretender to exclaim, 
** If I ever mount the throne of my anctMstors, Europe shall not see 
me submit to such an humiliation ; I will rather make France, in 
her tnmy send hostages to England.*' 



1749. 

1. WAR IN TnK KAR INDIRS.— 2. DRITISn NAVAL ANT) MTLITARY FORORS 
RBDUCRD. — 3. 8ETTLKMBNT OP NOVA SCOTIA BT TUB DISIIANDED 
lOLDIKRS. 

1. War in the East Indies. 

The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle restored Madras to the English in 
India, and Admiral Boscawen promptly settled a (|uestion as to the 
poeaesaion of San Thomtf in its immediate vicinity, by occupying 
it in the name of his soveroiffn. In tho interval that preco<lea 
the final settlement of affairs in India, an incident occurred that 
brought Clive into more mature notice. The East India Company 
thoaght pi^Jfw to engage as an auxiliary a competitor to the r« inr 
RiJmi of Tanjore, and it was resolved to attack a fort v« 
Kijah'a oalled Devi-Cotta. After one unsuoeoMfol asaanlt a te 
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was determined upon by Major Lawrence, the eonmuuider; and 
this Cliye, who had just become a lieutenant, solicited to ]c 
the forlorn hope, though altogether out of his regular torn. 1 
request was granted, and with thirty-four British soldiers a 
700 sepoys he marched to storm the breach. The sepoys fl 
at the first fire, but he pushed on with the British, and had ji 
arrived at the foot of the breach, when a party of the enemy's hoi 
rushed upon the adyancing party with such effect that they were 
borne down, except Clive himself and three others. These fell ba 
on the main body of European troops ; all of whom- then advano 
Clive still leading; when the first detachment carried the fo 
After this exploit the young volunteer again returned to St. David 
and doffing his uniform, resumed his duties at the desk. 

2. Naval and Military Forces reduced. 

The only event of military importance to be related this year 
the reduction of the British army to 19,000 men, and the Briti 
navy to 8000 seamen and marines. 

3. Settlement of Nova Scotia bt the disbanded Soldiers. 

The British government had consented to restore to France, 
the peace, the settlements of Cape Breton and Louisburg, whi 
the British troops had obtained with so much akih and braver 
meanwhile, the importance of settling Nova Scotia had been reoc 
nized, and a great many troops having become disbanded at t 
peace, the idea was formed of settling them in this part of Amari< 
Fifty acres were accordingly apportioned to every private soldi< 
with ten additional for every member of his family, and a high alio' 
ance to officers according to their rank, till it amounted to 000 aci 
for all above the rank of captain ; 3760 adventurers embarked wi 
their families in May this year ; and in the intervening period of ll 
years the population of this colony has attained to the numb 
of upwards of 300,000. These colonists have always distinguisht 
themselves by loyalty and industry. During the American war th< 
raised a militia for the aid of the mother country ; and during tl 
French revolutionary war they cheerfully contributed their mi 
towards enabling England to subdue the anarchbts of France. 
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1. death and military character op marshal 8axb. — ^2. monbici 
dupleix made nabob of the carnatic. — 3. war in india. — 
war in america. 

]. Death and Military Character of Marshal Saxk. 

On the 30th of November this year died the Marshal-Gener 

Count Maurice de Saxe, the natural son of Augustus II., Elector « 

ony and King of Poland, and of Auroray Countess of Konigi 
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marc, a Swedish lady, celebrated both for her wit and beauty. 
He waB brought up along with the Electoral Prince, afterwards King 
Augustus III. ; his infancy predicted the future warrior ; he was taught 
to read and write with the utmost difficulty ; nor could he ever be 
prevailed upon to study a few hours in a morning but upon a pro> 
mise that he should mount on horseback, and exercise himself with 
arms in the afternoon. Yet he had strong natural talentH, and a 
great turn for the sciences, mathematics, mechanics^ and fortiii cation. 
At the same time he could scarcely write a letter, and this specimen 
is recorded of his spelling, when he was elected a member of the 
Academy at Paris, in a letter to his friend, '* lis veule me fere de la 
Cademie; sela miret com un bage a un chas^" He attended his 
father, the Elector, in all his military expeditions, and accordingly 
was with him at the siege of Lille when only twelve yeara old ; he 
mounted the trenches several times, so that his intrepidity was ad- 
mired thus early. At Malplaquet it is said that so far from being 
shocked at the carnage of that dreadful battle, <*he was well 
pleased with the day." In 1711 he followed the King of Poland to 
Stralsund ; and swam a river in sight of the enemy with a pistol in 
his liand, at a time when three officers and above twenty soldiers 
were struck down at his side. The King, his father, having been 
witness to his courage and abilities, raised a regiment of horse for 
him, with which he fought against the Swedes at the battle of 
Gadebusch, where he had a horse shot under him. In 1717 he 
served in Hungary under Prince Eugene, and was present at the 
nege of Belgrade. 

The wars in Europe having been brought to an end by the trea- 
ties of Utrecht and Passarowitz, Count Saxe went to Paris. A man 
of pleasure, he found the voluptuous court of the Regent to his 
likmg, and indeed he had always professed a partiality for France, 
the langnage being the only one he had ever the patience to learn. 
In 17^ he obtained permission from his father, the King, to enter 
into the French service, and from the Regent Duke of Orleans he 
received a brevet of Mar^ehal- de-Camp. In 1722 he purchased the 
command of a German regiment in the French army, which he 
forthwith proceeded to discipline according to a new method of exer- 
cise which he had already himself invented in Saxony at the ago of 
sixteen. It is related that the Chevalier Folard, on seeing his 
system of drill, predicted, from the merit of it, that Saxe would be 
a great general. 

The death of the King of Poland in 1733 kindled a new war in 
Europe, and the new King Elector, his brother, offered him the com- 
mand of all his forces ; but he preferred to remain in the French 
service, and repaired to the Duke de Berwick's army, under whom 
he served on the Rhine. When Berwick was about to attack the 
lines of Ettlingen he arrived in camp. ** Count,*' said the Marshal 
to him, ** I was about to send for a reinforcement of 3000 men, but 

^ 1U veulcnt me fairs de TAcad^mie; cela m*iroit comme une bague k 
vnchat. 
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your arrival in of moro valuo to me than tlidn." His brillhuit 
Vi(r(>A at the aicge of Philippaburg in 1784, cauaed him to be idTiiMMl 
to th(* rank of liiotitonant-Gpiioral. lloatillUea wore again reeom- 
niiMiccd on the (loath of the Kmperor Gharlea, and Saxe waa aent lo 
command tho loft wing of tho army commanded by tlie Marahal do 
Hollrinlc. llcrr, in Novembor, he eomuianded at the aiege of PFagiie 
and I%)cra, and bntught back Maralial de HrogUo'a army to the Rhme, 
which obtained for him in 1744 the baton of Manhal de France. 
II « waa now ap|>ointod to the command of the main body of the 
army in Klandcm, under tho immediate eye of the King. The 
cam{)nigii of 1744 did tho Marahal gn*at honour, and waa eonaiderod 
M a rhf/d\rurrf. of the military art Ho put in force every retooree 
of war, MO tliat neither fortune nor bravery ahould have to be relied 
upon. 11 in marchinga and decampinga had for their object to cover 
Kmnco, and to BulmiHt hie army at the expeniie of the enemy ; hla 
moveniontH in advanco t(» alarm or bring back hia adverHurv tnm 
aomo inconvenient object — all theae thinga he put in force with the 
Fn*iirh army lH*tW(*en AugUHt and Noveml»er thia year. On the 1 1th 
of May, 1746, lio fought the battle of Fontenny. He waa at the 
tim«> of opening thin year's camimigii exceedingly ill of dropey, and 
Home ono iu*eing tlie feeble condition in which he left IHuta to re- 
niwmno tlio connnand of tlic army, aaked him how he could, in that 
nitiintion, undertake ao gr«*at an vntcr]*i^*^* ** Tho queation," mid 
he, '* iH not about living, hut setting out." He atniggled against hli 
iiitinnitit*a, and brought all the unergii^a <»f his aoul to support his 
Hufrcring body, and, though Kick and weak, ho gave hia ordera with 
such presence of mind, vigilance, courage, and Judgment, aa made 
him tlio admiration of tho whole army. Ho caused himaelf to be 
carried in a litttT round all the |Kmta ; and during the aeti<m, finding 
tliiH method of directing inomvenient, and matters l»ecoming aerioiiii 
he moimtod on horaebsck, though he was so weak tliat thooe aroond 
him drt*aded every moment to see him fall. Ho made tho beet di^ 
poHitiun, and the last act of this day of varying fortune proved that 
hiH mind was still freah, however weak hia body. Frederick the 
(irt*nt, in after years, ui>on a discussion taking place aa to whieh waa 
the gn>atest battle of modem times, remarked, " C*^it aans eon* 
tredit cello do Fontenoi, dont le gtfntfral 6Ut\i k la mort loraqu'elle iO 
donna." 

Nor was the next cain|mign h«s httnourable to Marshal Saxe. 
Tlie victory of Itoucoux ac(|uired him additional honoura. FortUi 
he nsHMved from Kouis XV. a letter of naturalisation couched in 
the moHt flattering terms, and a premMit of a luittery of cannon ; and 
in the following year he wns tieclartMl Marshal-(fem»ral of the eampa 
and armies of the King. Aft<T the |ieaco of 1748 he retind to 
('IiamlK)nl, a conntry-m>at whioli the King of France had given him, 
and where he diiMl'in 17«'M), in the tlfty-fourth year of hia age. He 
wnH a Lutheran in ndigion, and was buried with groat f^nenil pomp 
at the clinrge of the King, in the Protestant church of St. Thomas, 
at Strasbourg, where a magniAci»nt monument waa erected lo hia 
memory. Tho i^uceu of France whun alio hoard of hia death hnppUy 



said, ''It is a pity we canuot say a ' De profundis' for one who has 
. BO often made us sing a * Te Deum.' " Religion had not much influ- 
1 ence on his general conduct ; and in his will he directed his body to 
be bnried with quick lime, ** that nothing might remain of him in 
this world but the remembrance of him among his firiends." On his 
death-bed he reviewed the errors of his life, and with remorse, but 
said to his physician S^nac, *' My life has been a fine dream.*' 

He was a man of the same immense stature and strength of frame 
as King Augustus II. his father, but had great sweetness of disposi- 
tion, and was lively and gay, and quite a Frenchman in his tempera- 
ment. He was continually conceiving and developing brilliant pro- 
jects, which savoured of the adventurer, but he had a strong judg- 
ment to test them when the day of action arrived, and he then 
riiowed resources greatlv beyond his contemporaries. He had 
tiioroughly studied the character of the French soldier, and sug- 
geirted many things to improve his efficiency. He wrote a book on 
the' art of war which he called ** Mes reveries," of which a splendid 
edition was published in 1757* It is a book written in an incorrect 
bat forcible style ; full of remarks both new and profound ; equally 
meful to the soldier and to the general, and which should be studied 
by erery officer. 

2. MONSIEUB DUPLEIX MADE NaBOB OF THE CaBNATIC. 

The fiune of the French in India had been greatly exalted by 
their saccesses against the English in the recent war on the coast of 
Coromandel. The celebrated Monsieur Dupleix was at this time 
governor of Pondicherry. He was a man of a restless, capacious, 
and inventive mind, and had already entertained the idea of forming 
an European empire on the ruins of the Mogul monarchy. He saw 
bow easy it might be to govern the nations of India by speaking with 
the intelligence and power of Europe through the mouth of some 
Asiatic potentate. At this time two pretenders had arisen to the 
nabobship of Arcot, by the death of Nizam-a-Mulk, viceroy of the 
Deccan. The deceased Nabob had left five sons; but a grandson 
by a daughter having secured the services of a powerftil and able 
adventurer, called Chunda Sahib, applied to Dupleix for his counte- 
nance and assistance. The French Governor availed himself of this 
opportunity to dispatch 2000 sepoys from Pondicherry, under M. 
d'Anteuil, who united themselves with 40,000 men under Chunda 
Sahib; and chiefly by means of this European assistance a great 
victory was gained, and the confederate conquerors became masters 
of every part of the Camatic. The triumph of French arms and 
French policy was completed by the death of Anwar-ad-Din, or 
Anaverdy Khan, the reigning nabob, the capture of his eldest son, 
and the flight of the youngest; and Trichinopoly and Arcot were 
immediately taken possession of. In gratitude for French aid Dupleix 
was elevated to the rank of a Heft Huzzaree, who was declared 
Grovemor of all India from the Kistna to Cape Comorin, and Chunda 
Sahib was to be subordinate to him. 
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3. Wab in India. 

Another competitor for the Nizam's mosnud, Nazir-Jung, Bought 
tlie assistance of the British, and 600 Europeans, mider the command 
of Major Lawrence, were sent to his succour. It must be noted that 
the two nations, Great Britain and France, were at this time both at 
peace in Europe ; nevertheless, in Asia both flags were displayed in 
liostile opposition — ostensibly on a perfectly disinterested ground— 
the assistance given to two competitors for an Indian sovereignty. 
M. d'Auteuil, in reference to this anomalous state of things, sent a 
message to Major Lawrence, intimating that although tlie two 
nations were on opposite sides in the field, it was not the in- 
tention of the French commander to shed European blood; bat 
OS he did not know in what part of Nazir-Jung's army the 
English stood, he hoped to stand excused if a shot came that way. 
Major Lawrence's reply was in substance that he was as unwilling 
as the French commander to shed European blood, and that he was 
equally ignorant of the place of the French troops, yet if any shot 
came his way it would most certainly be returned. Subsequently a 
shot did come from the French batteries right into the midst of an 
English battalion, which Major Lawrence ordered to be answered 
fi\>m three guns. 

Some disorder on the score of booty at this time broke ont in 
the French camp, and thirteen officers, discontented at their divuri(Hi 
of the spoil, threw up their commissions and quitted the army. M. 
d'Auteuil in consequence, fearful of riskine a battle, withdrew to 
Pondicherry. The victor}', therefore, remamed, in substance, with 
Nazir-Jung, the protegd of the British — the immediate eonseqnenee 
of which was the retaking of Arcot; but differences soon arose 
between Major Lawrence and the Nabob, which induced the former 
to march back to Fort St. David and leave Arcot to be defended as 
it might by the latter. 

4. War in America. 

At this time there were continual quarrels, attended with war and 
bloodshed, between the English and Spanish in Central America, on 
the question of the right of search, and that of cuttins logwood ia 
Canipeachy Bay. This question has been fertile of misunderstand- 
ings in all history since the discover}' of the New World ; and the 
Spaniards and English, and the English and Americans are not yet 
tired of discussing the question. 
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CL1TE TAKES CONJEVBBAM FROM THE FRENCH AND RETURNS TO 
8T. DAYID*8.— 6. DEATH AND MILITARY SERVICES OF MARSHAL 
KdNIOSEGO. 

1. War in India. 

While the French Governor in India was carefully and energeti- 
cally advancing the interests of his nation, the British authorities 
at Madras were doing little for their own protection in the 
quarrel, and the conflict appeared likely to find a termination in the 
complete and unrestricted ascendancy of France in India. The 
difficulties in which Nazir-Jung soon found himself, induced him 
again to have recourse to the English ; but the timid and petty 
spirit in which assistance was given did not save the prince, who 
* fell a victim to an intrigue of Dupleix's, by which event Salabat 
Jooe was raised to the musnud. The spirit of young Clive chafed 
at afi the weakness which was shown on this occasion ; and he sought 
oat Mr. Saunderson, the governor of Fort St. David's, and at length 
convinced him that the cause of Mohammed Ali Khan, son of Ana- 
verdy, could only be effectually aided by adopting a more bold and 
vigorous course. Clive had now received a captain's commission, and 
he proposed an attack upon Arcot, and offered himself to lead the 
expedition. He suggested that if this should succeed it was not im- 
possible but that Tncliinopoly also might be saved. 

2. Clive takes Argot. 

Both his suggestions and his services were accepted. The young 
captain was given 200 British, and 300 sepoys armed and disciplined 
after the European manner, together with five guns. Of the eight 
officers who commanded under him in this little force only two had 
ever been in action, and four were mere factors, whom Clive's 
example had induced to offer their services. This small body, there- 
fore, marched on the 26th of August to the attack of Arcot, in which 
were a governor and 1100 men. On the 30th they halted within ten 
miles of the city ; the weather was stormy, and the enemy's spies had 
beheld with surprise the English marching with unconcern through 
a fearful tempest of lightning and hail, which they reported to the 
chiefs. Clive was well aware of the impression such hardihood was 
calculated to produce on oriental minds, and he boldly advanced 
under every species of discomfort to the gates of the town. The 
report that had preceded him gave such an idea of the resistlessness 
of the approaching foe, that the garrison in a panic evacuated the 
fort, threw open the gates, and the English marched through some 
100,000 spectators as they pushed through the city to take possession 
of the fort. The inhabitants prufifered him a great ransom to spare 
the city, which he refused, but he restored to the owners a lar 
amount of property, which had been deposited in the citadel 
security. This and other acts of generosity created a fav' 
impression among the inhabitants. But CUve well knew 
would not be sufifered to retain undisturbed possession of suc«« ■ 
qiiMt ; and he began forthwith to make preparations against i 
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by colloctinf; provisionfl aiid throwing up defennve works. It was 
not, luiwever, nulled to the impetuosity of the young soldier's ehameter 
to Hit still nnd await the chance of an attack. He went forth in ssarch 
of the enemy, whom he occasionally met; and when he did so, tfasy 
ilcd at his approach ; but at doad of night, on the 14th of September, 
he came suddenly upon tho enemy's camp, slew great numbers, seat- 
torcd tho remainder, and returned to the fort n^tlioat the loss of % 
single man. 

8. Clite successfully defends Arcot aoainsi Rajah Sabib. 

Intelligence of those events was soon carried to Dupleiz at Pondi- 
cherry and to Chundn Sahib at Triohinopoly, who sent forward Rajah 
Sahib, his son, with 400 men ; and he joining himself to the dispensd , 
army, and reinforced with 150 French soldiers flrom Dupleix, found 
him»clf at tho head of some 10,000 men, with whom he adranosd on 
Arcot, and invested the fort on the 23rd of September. This fort, after 
all that could be done in tho time, seemed quite incapable of sustain- 
ing a siege; the walls were in part ruinous, the ditches dry, the 
ramparts not fit to receive tlie guns, and the breastwork even too 
low to protect tho gunners. Olive's little garrison had been oon- 
siderably reduced by casualties. It did not at this time consist of 
more than 120 Europeans and 200 sepoys, with two IS-ponndcrs, 
which had been rt^ccivcd with stores from Madras, and the five gnns 
they had brought with them. There were only four of tlie ofBeers 
loft in the f(>rt of tlioMO who had marched there, and the defence of 
it wuH to be conducted by a youth of twenty-five, who had been 
bn>(l A book-keeper. lie was not to be cauglit napping, however. 
On tho very first day (24th), a sally was made in hope of carrying 
off the four French field-pieces the enemy had with them ; but this 
fuiliHl, for though they drove the men from their guns, they wen 
unable to carry them off. A rehiforcement of 2000 men from VoUore 
had now joined the besiegers, which prevented any more sorties ; but 
the besiegers were ill provided with artiller}', and accordingly but 
little ofi'ect was produced by their attempts at bombarding. The 
arrival of two IS-pounders and some pieces of smaller calibre enabled 
them to erect a battery, which shortly disabled one of dive's lane 
guns and dismantled the other. This battery continued firing fur su 
days consecutively, and at last effected a practicable breach to the 
extent of fifty feet. Clive and liis men were unremitting in eon- 
structing new works of defence, and the besiegers appeared afiraid to 
improve their opportunity by an attack. The fort happened to contain 
A large unwieldy piece of onlnance, which, according to tradition, had 
l)0(Mi brought from Delhi by Aurungzcbe, drawn by 1000 yoke of oxen. 
This C'livo caused to be raised to a mound of earth, which had been 
thrown up for it on the highest tower of tho enceinte, so as to command 
the palace in tho city, across the intervening houses. The sigantie 
engine was loaded with thirty ]H)unds of powder, and elevatoS to the 
highest \Hi\nt, with a ball of seventy-two pounds* weight, and it was 
discharged by means of a train carriinl some distance on the groond. 
At the first fire tho shot went through tho palace where Rj^aS Sahib 
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and his principal officers were assembled, and created great terror* 
This was repeated for three succeeding days at the house where the 
Rajah and his officers were known to be assembled ; but on the fourth 
day the monster gun burst The enemy now attempted to retaliate 
by getting up a gun upon a mound which commanded the interior 
of the fort; but Cliye soon silenced this with his remaining 18- 
poander, and knocked it to pieces, burying some fifty men in its 
debris. 

The authorities at Madras and Fort St. David's were anxious to 
■end Clive some relief, and a small detachment was collected together 
and sent forward; but after a sharp conflict with Rajah Sahib's 
eorering army they were compelled to return. There was a body of 
6000 Miahrattas, half soldiers, half robbers, whose chief, Morari 
Row, liad expressed the greatest admiration for Olive's bold defence, 
and some communications were opened with him to send some rein- 
foroenient to his aid. He readily promised his assistance, and put 
his people in motion with the intention of hazarding something in 
the cause of the English. Intelligence of this coming relief having 
reached Rajah Sahib, he became apprehensive of the result, and sent 
a flag with proposals for a surrender. Olive's answer was character- 
iatie of him — he not only refused to give up the fort, but clothed 
his refusal in terms of haughty defiance; and in reply to the Rajah's 
threat to storm, Olive suggested that he did not think he would 
attempt it, until he had better soldiers than the rabble he had with 
hinu Having thus vainly endeavoured either to overreach or over- 
awe his enemy, Rajah Sahib resolved to try the hazard of an assault ; 
bat before any steps were taken by him, the promised detachment 
of the Mahrattas arrived in the neighbourhood, and attempted to 
enter the town, but found it barricaded on every side. They, there- 
fore, contented themselves with setting fire to the outskirts and 
phindering some houses after their fashion. 

The 14Ui of November was selected for the assault. This is a day 
on which every true believer is excited to the highest pitch of daring 
bj religious zeal and intoxicating drugs. It is a great Mahommedau 
festival sacred to the memories of the brothers Hassan and Ho- 
■ein and Jussein, the sons of Ali. Happy is that Mussulman deemed 
to whom this day brings death from the sword of the unbeliever. The 
agnal for the assault was to be the discharge of three bombs, and a 
knowledge of all this was accurately conveyed to Olive: he not 
only was possessed of their design, but of the precise disposition 
proposed to be made by the attacking force. Accordingly all the 
arrangements necessary to meet the approaching conflict were 
made, but the excessive fatigue which this imposed on Olive over- 
came him so much, that he threw himself on a bed and resigned 
himself to sleep, but with a calmness that showed he was fully pre- 
pared. The morning came, and with it the expected movement. 
Captain Clive and his gallant band were instantly on the alert, and 
•very one repaired to his post, aooording to the dispositions that had 
been previously made. The enemy advanced driving before them 
elephimts, whose foreheads were armed with iron spikes, and it was 
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expected that the gates would yield to the ahoek of these 
batteriog rams. Bat these huge beasts no sooner felt the i 
mosket-balls than they tomed roond and trampled down the 
tade who were urging them forward. Every exertion was m 
the besieged to bring cross fires as well npon the breaches 
selves, as open the traverses beyond. Part of the ditch wa 
and the assailants launched a raft upon the water to cross 
Clive rushed to a piece of artillery that commanded it, and du 
its fire upon the raft, cleared it in a few minutes. Where th) 
was dry the enemy attacked with greater boldness. At the 
west breach, as many as it was capable of admitting rushed blio 
and had passed the first trench before they conla be stopped 
the defenders gave fire with terrible effect. The rear rank ke 
front rank supplied with a constant succession of loaded mi 
and every shot told upon the living mass below. They reooil< 
tired, advanced again, and were again mowed down. The v 
attempts occupied about an hour, and cost the assailants in killi 
wuunded about 400 men. After an interval employed by th 
canning off their dead, the firing on the fort was renewed, hoi 
cannon and musketry : after a time this was again discontinue 
a formal demand of a truce for two hours was agreed to. Ags 
firing recommenced, and lasted till two the following mo 
when it ceased alt(^ether. When day broke that momin 
enemy was no more to be seen. They had retired, leaving to tli 
rison several guns and a large quantity of ammunition. Thus 
a siege of fifty days: large detachments of the enemy now de 
the enemy's ranks and came over to the English. Military li 
records few events more remarkable than this memorable dc 
and its conduct at once placed Clive in the foremost rank of 
manders. With a handful of men unpractised in the operati 
war, destitute alike of military experience and military edncati 
had defended a wretched fi>rtiHcation against a besieging 
several thousands strong. Like all eminent leaders, he was i 
communicate his own spirit to those under him. An instance * 
is recorded among the native troops employed in the dc 
Provisions became scarce and a famine was apprehended, which 
compel a surrender. The sepoys came to Clive, not to compl 
their scanty fare, but to propose that their diet should be resl 
to the thin gruel in which the rice was boiled, and that the wl 
the grain should be given to the Europeans, as they required 
nourishment. History records no more touching instance of m 
fidelity or of the influence of a commanding mind >• 

I 4. Fight at Arnbb. 

< Clive was joined on the following morning by a detachment 
Madras, and leaving a small garrison to keep possession of An 
marched out in pursuit of the enemy. The news of his sue( 
defence of Arcot was received at Fort St. George with transpi 
ioy and pride. A reinforcement of 200 English soldien an 

^ Biacanlay and Malcolm. 
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0U|)OVH wure hnmodiatcly sunt off to him, undor Captuiu Kirkpatnck. 
Intelligenoe was however received of the approach of a French 
force from Pfmdioherry, nnd the British force halted for the promifled 
aid of tlie Mahrattan, by which Clive hoped to intercept tlicm before 
they could iuin Rajah Sahib ; but tlioue had suffered a Rurprise from 
a body of I* rench troops near Vcllore, and not above 600 horse came 
up at last. On the 10th of November Clive took the fort of Timory 
and pushed on for Arnee. Tliither liajah Sahib^ strengthened by a 
corps uf Europeans from Chittaput, had repaired. His force con- 
sisiod of about 6000 men, of whom 300 were Froncli. The two 
armies met on the 3rd of December, and Clive, though much inferior 
both in uumbers and artillery, gained a complete victory after a sharp 
aetson. The military chest of Hajah Sahib and a considerable booty 
fell into the hands of the victors, nmch to the gratification of the 
Bfahrattae, with whom service under the English now became 
popular : 600 sepoys who had served in the enemy's ranks deserted 
to CUve after this action. 

6. Clitx takes Conjbvbram from the French and returns to 

St. David's. 

He next directed his steps towards Conjeveram. Here the French 
maintauied a considerable garrison in the great pagoda, which tliey 
had fortifted as a good post for interrupting the communication 
between Arcot and Madras. On being summoned to surrender, the 
French Governor sought to preserve himself from the danger of a 
siege by threatening to expose upon the works two English officers. 
Revel and Glass, whom he had m his power ; and on the plea that 
none of his garriscm understood EngliHh,he required his two prisoners 
to write to Clive and make this communication. In obeying this order 
these brave men added the expresHion of their hope that no regard 
for them would induce Clive to discontinue operaticms. lie was 
obliged, however, to await the arrival of some expected reinforce- 
menty but as soon as this arrived he assailed the place, and after 
three days' bombardment the walls began to give way. The French 
Governor then abandoned the plaee in tiie night ; and, after dcHtroy- 
ing all the defences and sending back 600 men to keep possesHiou of 
Arcot, tho young commander maruhud back to receive the congratu- 
lations tliat awnitod him at Madras and Fort St. David's. 

In the course of the present year the Kalendar was changed ui>on 
the motion of Lord Chesterfield, and the (Sregoriau time was adopted, 
in order to mako our computation of time harmonize with the rest of 
civilized Eurone. This often creates confusion as to the dates of 
battles and military movements, and must be borne in mind by the 
readers of history. The 3rd of tlie month in the old style is counted 
tlie 14th in die new. Russia alone of all the powers of Europe still 
maintains the ** old style." 

6. Death and Military Sbrvicks of Marshal KUniuseoo. 

Field- Marshal the Count Von KUnigsegg was bom in 1670, and 
origuwily intended for a priest, but finding that his taste lay in 
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tlio army, ho took militiury sorvioo in the year 1681. For tOKoy 
youi'H 111* Rorved in tho Imperial armios in Italy, gaining his promo- 
tion gradually, until ho roae to be Lieut.- Fiold-Marahftl, when ne had 
tlio gcKxl fortuno to obtain the applause of Prince Eugene for MTonU 
diMtinifuiHhed services. From I707 to 17 IS he held Uie prineipal 
niiliUiry command in Mantua, and later was employed in oivU m 
woU aM military service. In 1714 he aoeompanied Prinoe EUigeno to 
tho couforenocs at lUskadt, and in 17 1 A he negotiated thefamoua 
liiirrior Treaty. Subsvqueutly ho held tlie posts of Qovarnor of 
tho Austrian Netherlands, Ambassador to PariS| AmbMsador to 
P<»1aiu1« and Ambassador to Spain. In 17S3 he waa oreated Field" 
MarHhal. 

On the deatli of Qoneral Merojr, in 1734, Ktfnigaegg was appointod 
to Huccood him as C-ommander-in-Chief of the Imperial foroea in 
itiily, and on the death of Prinoe Eugene in 1736, he was appotolod 
to HutH*(>t'd that illustrious man as President of the Council of War. 
In 1737 h» diHtinguished himHclf in the wnr against the Turks, and 
in 1742 ho WAS sent into Uohomia to assist Prince Cliarlea of Loiw 
raino with his valuable ox]Miriunoe. In 1744 he joined the Doko ef 
CuiiilxTland for a similar purpose, and was present with him in 
tho bnttlu of Kontonoy, where he received a contusion. After tliia he 
roturnod to Vienna, and was never afterwards actively engaged in 
war. llo died in 17&1» leaving behind him a high reputation both 
aH a K^iivral and a diplomatist. His extraordinary and habitual 
indoloiitfo and inaotive nabits have been already mentioned in thsaa 
Anuals. 
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1. WAR IN INDIA.— S. DKMOLITION OF TIIR CITY OV DUPUUX-TATIHAniDi 
—3. TUK UKITISn TAKK TKICmN01H>I.Y.— 4. AVyAIR AT SIMlATAEAIL 
— fi. OllUNDA SAIilB ANn HIS PHKNCH CONTINQKNT BURRWCDKU.^^ 
Vh 1.1.0 RK CAFTUHKn ANU M. KIKJKAN UKKKATKD UT LAWnBNCB.— 7* 
COVKLONU AND ClllNULKPUT TAKKN UY CLIVI^— 6* APrAIBI AT 
TIUCillNOPULY. 

1. War in India. 

This yoar llajah Sahib, cmlH)ldeniMl by Cllvo's absonoe, again ap- 
poartul in the province of Arcot, ^nd burnt and plundertMl sim&o pc^ 
m*HHi(iUH boloiiging to the Kni;liHh sh far as St. Thomas's Mount. Hi 
r(«turii«*d t«) (lonjeveram, ri.>)uiirt'd tho doftmces that had been injured 
bv 1 'liv(«'M attack, and gnrrisonod it. It being deemed indispensaUo to 
ohock tht>Ho inixtads, all tho force the liritish authorities oould assom 
Mo waM eollt*ctod, and Clivo wan again placed at tlie head of it. It 
did not ainoinit to more than 17(M) men, of whom ]vw than SBO were 
Kuropoams and six fleld>j>it«cfii, Tlie Kuro|M>an foroo of the onomy 
waH ab(»ut equal to that of tho liritinli, but his native troO|ia aoHvunloa 
10 horse and iOOO se|K>y infantry, with a largo train of i 
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The camp of Rajah Sahib had been strongly fortified, but immedi- 
ately on the approach of Clive it was abandoned, as well as the Fort 
of Cunjeveram. The object of the enemy appeared to be to draw the 
British away from Aroot, iu order to allow them to make an attempt 
upon it. Clive however immediately followed tht'm, and although, 
at first, unable to discover the route of their retreat, he disconcerted 
their plans by tlie rapidity of his movements; but, just as the night 
was closing in, on the 3rd of March his advanced guard was unex- 
pectedly saluted by a heavy fiiH} from nine guns posted in a grove not 
tar from Coveripauk. Clive immediately made provision for the 
safety of his baggage, and disposed his troops for action. An irregular 
fight ensued by moonlight, and for two hours both parties continued 
to fire on each other with n(> decisive result ; but the artillery from 
the grove did considerable execution, and Clive finding his troops 
hard pressed, determined either to become its master or to beat a 
retreat. The grove was defended by a steep bank in front, but was 
reported to be oi>en and unguarded in the rear: 200 Europeans 
and 400 sepoys were accordingly dispatched thither. Clive went 
with them; but the remainder of his force, discouraged by his 
absence, had begun to give way; when he returned however, he, with 
his wonted activity, rallied his men. An ensign of the name of 
Symmonds going forward to reconnoitre was challenged by the 
enemy, but sav^ by his own address in availing himself of the 
French language : he had, however, a good opportunity of seeing the 
nature of we work and its defence, and on his i*eport the troops 
forming the detachment approached it un()erceived, and at the 
distance of thirty yards gave fire. The efifect was to paralyse the 
enemy, who, finding the English also upon their rear, inimcdintoly 
abandoned their guns, and fled without firing a shot. The sudd(*n 
silence of the artillery in the rear informed the troops in front of 
what had occurred, who immediately took possession of the work. 
A considerable carnage ensued, but the greater poi'tion of the 
fugitives saved themselves under cover of the darkness. The 
French to a roan threw down tlieir arms and surrendered prisoners 
of war. They left behind them nine guns, three cohonis, and «i60 
men, while the loss of the English did not exceed seventy soiioys and 
Europeans. 

2. Demolition of the Citv of Dupleix-Fatiuauad. 

The forces of the enemy having been now successfully broken in 
Arcot, Clive and his little army were ordered buck to St. Davi'* 
Their march happened to lead by a place wIktu Dunleix 
planned the erection of a new city, to be called Dupleix-l^at 
or ** the city of the victory of Dupleix ;'* and a stately n 
was designed for tlie centre of it to commemorate by ins 
in various dialects the triumph of his anns. Clive ord 
the city and the monument to be razed to the groanv 
things were the expedients which the French comir^i 
adopted to lay the public mind of India under a spell, 
it was part of Clive's business to destroy. The nati 

Vol. IT. 



146 ATFAIU AT SEMIAYABAM. [▲.D. 

assiduously informed that France was confessedly the first power in 
Europe, and that the British did not presume to dispute this Bupre- 
macy. No measure could be more effectual for the removing of this 
delusion than the public and solemn demolition of the French 
trophies ; so that, unluckily for its founder's fame, future ages will 
not be the wiser for this portion of his glory. 

A large expedition was now preparing at Fort St. David's for the 
relief of Trichinopoly, and Major Lawrence, who had at this time 
returned to India bringing with him considerable reinforcemmits of 
troops, was to be placed in command of it. Trichinopoly was an 
important fortress on the south bank of the Cavery, now almost the 
sole remaining possession of Mohammed Ali, the ally of England in 
this quarrel. Chunda Sahib and his French allies had been long 
meditating its reduction ; but their works had been unskilfully con- 
structed, and M. Law, nephew of the fomous speculator of that 
name, who commanded the French troops at the uese, wm 
either too indolent or not sufficiently supplied by Governor Uupleix 
for the work. It might have been expected, from the overbearing 
character of Clive, that after his late successes he would not have 
again acted under Major Lawrence, or any one ; but they both knew 
each other well. Lawrence was well acquainted with Clive's merits, 
and totally free from that unworthy and mean jealousy which sees 
an enemy in a rising junior, and he had early treated Clive with a 
kindness which, it is but justice to say, was never thrown away upon 
him. He cheerfully placed himself under the orders of his old frioid, 
and exerted himself as assiduously in the second post M he had done 
at the head of his little army. 

3. The British take T&ichinopolt, 

The detachment being all ready, marched, and on the 27th of 
March was already within eighteen miles of Trichinopoly, when, by 
a mistake of their guides, they found themselves under a fire opened 
upon them from six pieces of cannon. It was immediately retained 
from tlie four field-pieces with it; and Clive, with 100 men, supported 
them until the line of march was out of fire. The commander of the 
native cavalry of the enemy was killed, and as his men, according 
to custom, forthwith took to flight, the British detachment advanced 
without any further disturbance to Trichinopoly. The retreating 
force accordingly withdrew across the Cavery, carrying off their 
artillery and part of their baggage ; but the whole plan m the cam- 
paign now underwent an immediate and important cmange. 

4. Affair at Semiavaram. 

The position taken up by the French was a strong one, because 
the river, swollen by the rains, was difficult to pass, but a bold 
suggestion of Clive's was now acted upon by Major LawreneCy who 
resolved to run a great risk for the attainment of a great end, and to 
throw the army astride upon both branches of the Cavery. That wm 
to divide tlie small force under his command, and while one half re- 
"^ned at Trichinopoly, to establish a post with the otherhalf between 
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Seriiigham and Pondicherry, in order to cut off the eommuniuatioa 
on which the French depended for their supplies. Captain Clive was 
accordingly detached on the 6th of April with 400 Europeans, 1200 
sepoys, 4000 native cavalry, and eight pieces of artillery, and 
took possession of the village and pagodas of Semiavaram, a few miles 
from Seringham, on the high road to Arcot and Pondicherry, while 
Lawrence remained at Trichinopoly. Dupleix, dissatisfied witli Law, 
had sent M. d'Auteuil with a reinforcement to supersede him. Clive 
heard of this, and marched rapidly to intercept this corps, leaving a 
small force in the village to deceive the enemy ; but not meeting it, 
and thinking he had been deceived in his information, he marched 
.back with all possible speed. D'Auteuil hearing of Clive's departure, 
and not of his return, resolved to attack the few troops he thought to 
be in possession of the village. He accordingly moved with eighty 
Europeans and 700 sepoys, together with eiglity English deserters, 
whom he placed in the van. The party were challenged at the out- 
posts, but one of the deserters stepping forward said they were sent 
by Major Lawrence to reinforce Captain Clive, and by this means they 
were suffered to proceed without the password having been demanded 
from them. Clive at the time was asleep in a choultry, or caravansary. 
On being there challenged by the sentinel, they replied not as before, 
but by a volley. Clive roused by this, which nearly struck him >iown, 
and not imagining that it could proceed from an enemy, supposed it 
to proceed fh>m some groundless alarm, and advancing alone into the 
midst of the party who were firing, angrily demanded the cause of 
their conduct. Although not immediately recognized, he was wounded, 
and in the confusion the French obtained possession of the pagoda. 
Clive at once ordered the gate to be stormed ; but it was narrow, and 
the deserters within fought with such desperation, that the officer who 
led the assault and fifteen men were killed in it, and the attempt was 
then relinquished till the aid of cannon could be obtained. At day- 
break the French officer in command, seeing the mistake he was under 
18 to the strength of the fobce opposed to him, endeavoured to sally 
out and escape, but being killed with several of his men, the rest ran 
back into the pagoda. At length the pagoda surrendei*ed, but those 
without endeavoured, and successfully, to get away. The Mahratta 
cavalry forthwith set out in pursuit, overtook them, and out them to 
|>iece8. D^Auteuil, thus situated, surrendered with all the force re- 
maining to him, namely, of 100 Europeans (thirty-five of whom were 
British deserters), 400 native infantry, and about as many horse, and 
a large quantity of military stores and money. 

6. Chunda Sahib and his Fbbnch Contingent bdbrender. 

During these transactions Chunda Sahib with his army and the 
French contingent under M. Law lay encamped behind the Cavery. 
Major Lawrence was opposed to him with 1200 Europeans and 2000 
■epoys, together with the forces of the Nabob, Mohammed Ali. The 
scarcity of supplies tended to chill the friendship of the native chiefs 
that were with Chunda; and these desertions, together with the 
laraender of M. d'AuteuU, rendered his prospects now very gloomy. 

l2 
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He had been deprived of moBt of his posts, and Biajor Lawrenc 
detached the Tanjorines under Monach-jee to sdze the only opemn 
which was open to him to retire by. The situation of Chonda an 
Law now becoming desperate, an effort was made to obtain faTOtu 
able terms of capitnhition for the Europeans, and a negotiatio 
opened with Monach-jee for the escape of Chunda Sahib hhnsel 
who had been dissuaded by Law firom surr^idering himself to tl 
English. The Tanjorine Grenera!, however^ deceived the po( 
Nabob : no sooner did he get him into his power than he loaded hii 
with irons, and at length barbarously put him to death. The Frenc 
force after a good deal of altercation surrendered, on the parole < 
the officers not to serve against Mohammed AH, and the privati 
became prisoners of war. On the 3rd of June Captain Dalton toe 
possession of the island of Seringham with the artillery and militai 
force, and the troops that had been in the French service wes 

I marched to Fort St. David's, while those of their allies were mac 
to disperse quietly. Thus the struggle to secure Chunda Sahib tl 

I government of the Camatie ended without a battle, on the very di 
on which that unhappy chieftain closed his earthly career. 

6. Vellore captured and M. Eirjkan defeated bt Lawrbnci 

I On the 8th of July the fort of YeUore, held by a garrison 

I French and sepoys, surrendered to an English force under Maji 

Lawrence, and acknow^ledged the authority of Mohammed AIL Th 

Nabob now applied to the British authorities for an additional fiore 

j to enable him to undertake the reduction of Gingee. To this attem; 

the judgment of Major Lawrence was decidedly opposed, and he pr 

ceeded to Madras for the purpose of dissuading the ooimcil fro 

I compliance. But his representations were disregarded : 200 Eur 

peans and 1500 sepoys were sent, under the command ci Mny 

! Kinnear, to co-operate with 600 of the Nabob's cavalry to aehie^ 

! the object in view. This force was soon found utterly unequal 

i attack the fortress, or even to secure possession of the pawos in tl 

I mountains by which Gingee was to be approached. The garrisi 

was summoned unsuccessfully ; and Major Kinnear, finding himsi 

opposed by a body of French troops in its neighbourhood, resolvi 

in an evil hour to attack them. They were vastly supericHr to bii 

I being in number 450 Europeans, 1500 sepoys, and 500 natives. Tl 

i attack nevertheless was made, but by an artifice the English we 

i led away from their field-pieces, and suffered themselves to beeon 

entangled among the rugged defiles that surround the place. Tl 

affair ended in a panic, under which both Europeans and nativ 

• fled in great disoHer. Major Kinnear was wounded, but rallyii 

■ two ensigns and fourteen grenadiers, these stood their. ground m 
gallantly defended their colours till some of the fugitives were g 

■ together, when they retired in good order. This disgrace, howevi 
I was so felt by the gallant commander, that he sunk under the mor 
I fication of a wounded spirit. The French force immediately a 

vanced, and took up a camp close to the boundary of Fort i 
ad's; but Major Lawrence now collected a force of 400 Em 
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peans, 1700 sepoys, and some 4000 of the Nabob's troops, of which he 
took the command and advanced against the enemy, who were under 
the direction of M. Kirjean, a nephew of Dupleix. The whole, 
however, retired in the night to Bahoor. On being followed up by 
Lawrence they retreated back to Pondicherry. The French Governor 
then called on the Major not to violate the French territory in a 
time of peace between the two kingdoms, and accordingly he re- 
Biained outside the boundary hedge until the month of August, 
waiting for and watching an enemy whom he was desirous to draw 
fortli and to engage, but who would not stir out of a comer into 
which he was forbidden to follow. Major Lawrence therefore deter- 
mined to try the effect of stratagem. He suddenly made a precipi- 
tate retreat back to Balioor. Dupleix, whose sanguine reliance upon 
his own good fortune rarely suffered him to doubt when appearances 
fitronred his views, was deceived, and immediately ordered his 
nephew to follow him. M. Kirjean with the greatest unwillingness 
obeyed the orders of his uncle, and advanced in the direction of 
Lawrence's retreat. On a sudden he was vigorously attacked by 
that officer ; his line, broken by the English grenadiers, gave way, 
and a panic flight succeeded. The consequence was that Kirjean 
with thirteen officers and 100 men were made prisoners, and the 
whole of the stores, ammunition, and artillery which he had with him 
were captured. 

7< COVBLONO AND ChINOLEPUT TA.KEN BY ClIVB. 

The Nabob now induced the Madras authorities to attempt the 
reduction of two strong places called Chingleput and Covelong, and 
Clire, though in a miserable state of health, was induced to volunteer 
his services. It was a task which might justly have been regarded 
as hopeless, but for that union of talent, intrepidity, and perseverance 
that had already marked the services of that young officer. The 
expedition placed under his command for these objects consisted of 
200 European recruits and 600 sepoys. Covelong is situated about 
twenty miles from Madras. It was an old fort or castle without 
any ditch, but having a strong enceinte wall flanked by round 
towers, on which were mounted thirty pieces of cannon. The French 
had obtained possession of it in 1760 by a stratagem of no very 
creditable kind, and now held it with a garrison of fifty Europeans 
and 300 native troops. On the 10th of September the detachment 
marched against Covelong with four 24-pounderB. The force now 
given to Clive to effect the task imposed upon him was of the most 
*unpromiiing material. On one or two occasions at starting t^"^" 
could not be brought to face the enemy at all ; they were now i 
their posts with great difficulty, and not without violence, 
from the fort killed one of these extraordinary soldiers, on y 
the rest faced about and ran away, and were with the 
difficulty rallied again. On another occasion the noise 
terrified a sentinel so much that he was found, some hoar 
the bottom of a well. But Clive gradually aceustomai^ 
daoger, and his example overcame every obstacle. Wl 
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fire raged, there he wafl as self-possesBed and unconcerned as if he 
were on parade. In the space of two days he got them to aasame 
an ap[)earance of fK)ldierly conduct and to perform their duties with 
Honie steadiness. On the third day he was obliged to put himself at 
tlie Iicad of half his little force to meet a party of the enemy who ad- 
vanced from Chingleput ; appalled at the firmness of his approadi, 
these fled with precipitation, and from that moment his own men 
would have followed him any where. I'he siege of Coveloog was now 
[)ushed on, and, having finished a battery, he was about to open fire, 
when a message from the French commander offered to surrender the 
place, on terms wliicli were accei)ted. The morning following its 
suiTonder a body of the enemy from Chingleput again advanced to 
the relief of the place. A detachment of native troops was sent oat 
to m(;et them, but the enemy mistaking the Nabob's flag, which was 
partially white, for their own, advanced with full confidence up to 
their very guns, which delivered their fire with such precisioii that 
upwards of 100 men were knocked down by the first volley. This 
so paralyzed the remainder, that they had not presence of mind 
enough even to run, so that twenty-five Euroi>eans, 260 sepoys and 
two pieces of cannon, with their commander, were made prisoners. 
The rest fled to Chingleput, bearing at once the news of their own 
(liseomfiture and of the possession of Covelong by the British. The 
ea[)ture of Covelong restored to the East India Company fifty pieces 
of artillery which had been carried away from them at the conquest 
of Madras. Clive was very quick upon the fugitives, for with un- 
varying promptitude of action he made straight for Chingleput, to 
follow up the blow the enemy had received. A battery was imme- 
diately I'aised against the place, but being found too distant, another 
was advanced to within 200 yards. In four days breaches were 
effected in both the outer and inner walls. They next set about 
filling up the ditches ; but when this was about to be done, the 
French commander offered to surrender if his garrison was per- 
n)itt<rd to march away with the honours of war. This offer Cllve 
thought pro|)er to accept, and on the 31st of October the Governor 
and his troops evacuated Chingleput and marched off to Pondieherry. 
The works of Covelong were then blown up, but those of Chingleput 
being put into repair, the fort was garrisoned by British troops. The 
ca[)ture of these two places, which was effected by a handful of 
Kuropcan recruits and undisciplined sepoys against a superior force, 
brings the early brilliant career of Clive to a stop, for his health 
being now greatly impaired he was suffered to proceed to England. 
He was now only twenty-seven years of age, but his country received 
and respected him already as one of her first soldiers. 

8. Afpaibs at Tiuciiinopoly. 

When Lawrence broke up from this place after the victory of 
Seringliam, he left Captain Dalton in command of the cita<lel, and a 
brother of Mohammed Ali, by name Keroodin Khan, as commandant 

the town. As soon as the covering party were withdrawn the 
kjreans and Mahrattas began to devise plans for obtaining pos- 
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nettion of tht pUo«| under the command of NunjeraJ and Morarl 
Ilow ; th«y ttro^ro to oorrupt the gnrriion ; Uiey hired men to murder 
C'Aptain Daltoni but they wera detected; and that ofHcer bore all 
theM intuiting attempt* with temper and great moral courage until 
the Mahrattai began to tantper with the oounti'y people who con- 
veyed provitiont to the town, when he reiiolved to treat tliem a« open 
enemies. The ftrat hostile movement on the part of the British 
took place about November, when under cover of the night Dalton 
attAoked tlte camp of NunJeraJ, and very nearly secured the 
person of the Mysorean chief, lliis hostile visit was soon returned, 
and NunJeraJ attacltetl an advanced post which the British had 
established, and a panic arising amongst the trtwps stationed to 
defend it. about seventy Europeans and 300 sepoys were cut to 
pieces. This was a hms tlio garrison was not in a condition to bear, 
and Dalton viewing with suspicion the presence of some Mysoreans 
wiUiln the city, they were required to det>art, but the prospects of 
the Britislt force in Trtchinopoly had become exceedingly gloomy. 



1783. 

I. INDIAN WAR.-^9. TlllCUtNOI»Or.Y RtfiURVKn.— 9. ACTION OP TUI 

ooldkn rock.— 4. wkyconda attack kd and takbn. 

1. Indian War. 

From November to March Captain Dalton continued to defend 
himself with all the spirit and enterprise of a good soldier, but all 
supplies iVora the adjacent countrv destined for Trichino])oly were 
intercepted by NuiiJeraJ and his Mvsora followers. The magasines 
had been entrusted to the care of Keroodin Khan, who hsd always 
represented the amount of stores to be abundant. Captain Dalton, 
satisfied with his testimony, had abstained from personal inspection 
until through the measures of Nunjersi both the inhabitants and gar- 
rison became ontirelv dependent on the stools of food accumulated 
witliin the place. The British commander now learned with disnmy 
that the careful and honest administrator of his brother's affkirs 
had takt^n advantage of a scarcity in thn city to st*ll provisions at a 
high price to the itmabitants, and that what remained was onlv equal 
to tlie consumption of fifteen duvs. tn this emergency his only hope 
rested on tho assistance of Msjor Lawrence, to whom a messenger 
was forthwith dispatched. The difHculti(>s of Major Lawrence at 
this time needed no accession ; nevertheless he lost no time in paying 
obedience to the requisition. He had left I'ort St. David early In 
January, and proceeded to Trtvady for the purpose of oo-operatlng 
with Moliammod All, to whom Dunleix was still able to offer a very 
fi»mildablo resistance. But the French oontmander was grlsvounl'^ 
at a losa for money, and tn virtue of his high station had set to w* 






to raisi) it by selliug digtiitieSyand deteruiiued to create a new Nabob 
in the person of Mortiz All Khan of VeHore, who had the repatatioa 
of bciiifif extremely rich. Dupleix was by no means indifferent to the 
possession of wealth, but he coreted it principally to aecure for him- 
self and his country the ascendant in the field of Indian politics. The 
French commander could now bring into the field 600 European 
infantry and sixty horse, together with 2000 sepoya. This fbree 
was principally aided by a body of 4000 Mahratta cavalry under 
Morari Row, who dreadfully liarassed the British troops, and on 
the 5th of January they attacked Lawrence on his way to Tribady 
by making a desperate charge to seize a convoy of proTiaions; bat 
the steady fire of the British infantry was too much for these wild 
horsemen, and they were repulsed wiUi severe loss. 

2. TUCHINOPOLT REUETSD. 

The intelligence from Trichinopoly had determined Lawrenee to 
march away with the larger part of his force to its relief, and 
he arrived there on the 6th of May ; but his army suffered much on 
its march from the oppressive heat of the weather, several died 
on the road, and many were sent back to Fort St. David. The 
foreigners all deserted from him, so that on the day of his arrival at 
Trichinopoly the combined forces of Lawrence and Dalton oonld 
furnish for the field only 500 Europeans and 2000 sepoys, and it 
was soon further diminished by the withdrawal of 700 of the latter, 
who were obliged to be detached in search of provisions. Dnpleix, 
fully aware ojf the importance of counteracting Lawrence's move- 
ment, had dispatched to Trichinopoly successive reinforcements, so 
that there were arrayed there against the British and their ally 400 
£urf)pcans, 1500 sepoys in Fiench pay, 3500 Mahrattas, 8000 Mysore 
horse, 1200 Mysore infantry, and alH>ut 15,000 irregular infantxy, 
making in all nearly 30,000 men. Before the arriv^ of Lawrence 
in the fort Captain Dalton had succeeded by a series of annoying 
attacks upon the blockading force in frightening them from their 
blockade, thus affording opportunity for the access of sapplies ; but 
the respite was of short duration ; the enemy were soon enabled again 
to interrupt the communication with the country and stop the transit 
of provisions. Once more the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly became 
the principal theatre of war. The armies of the rival powers, con- 
tinually reinforced, contended here for the mastery. 

3. Action of the Golden Rock. 

In the hope of being able sometimes to evade the vigilance of the 
blockading force, a post was established at a pbu!e call^ the (votden 
Rock. This prmt was attacked by a body of French troops com- 
manded by M. Astruc, an officer of reputed ability; and before as- 
sistance could be afforded to the sepoys who defended it, they were 
overcome and the French colours hoisted. Major Lawrence, aware 
of the intended attack, put in motion all his disposable forces, eon- 
siHting of about 400 Europeans and 500 native troops, aided by a 
field-pieces. The rest of his force were left fbr the protcetioo 
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camp, and a detachment bad been sent into the fort. On 
ng that the French had succeeded in carrying the rock the 

commander paused ; and well he might, for before him was 
;k covered by the enemy's sepoys, supported by the French 
m, and the whole Mysore army drawn up in the rear. Findmg, 
tr, his officers and men alike anxious to have what they called 

knock at the Frenchmen on the plain,*' Lawrence determined 
b to their enthusiasm. The better to mask his intentions, he 
^ on the 20th of September down into the plain and can- 
d their camp with an 18-pounder. Early on the morning of 
t he formed his colunm of attack. The 12th Madras regiment, 
ong, was in three divisions, and the leading division was ordered 
y the Grolden Rock at the point of the bayonet. The order 
seived with three cheers, and the party advancing at a rapid < 
ut with the most perfect regularity, neither halted nor gave 
I they reached the summit of the rock. The enemy, taken 
trise, omitted to fire their two pieces of cannon : thus assailed, 
inch troops began to waver until a charge by the English 
t completed the?r dismay ; and they fled with the utmost pre- 
on, leaving their field-pieces in the hands of the victors. No 
IS spent in dismounting the guns and securing the post, but 
ding division at once attacked the enemy's camp, which they 
. thi*ough some unfinished works on the left. The enemy was 
i time drawn up to receive them, and as day dawned the 

troops were perceived drawn up in a line, having on their 
large body of sepoys: both these corps were immediately 
in. The English sepoys now pushed on to outflank the right of 
inch regiment, and carried the Sugar-loaf hill in gallant style, 
mean time the Madras regiment having re-formed, attacked 
>nch battalion with such vigour, that after a short resistance 

way, having sustained a loss of 100 men killed and 100 
d and prisoners. The enemy were thus defeated at all points, 
andoned their camp, leaving behind them three pieces of 
f with ammunition and baggage. 

iant as was the success of the British arms, Major Lawrence 
ed, that one or two such victories would leave all his 
I the plain of Trichinopoly : no reasonable expectations of 
uing their ground existed, unless reinforcements from some 

could bo procured. It was accordingly determined to 
pplication to the Rajah of Tanjore, and Lawrence proceeded 
direction of that country accompanied by Mohammed Ali ; 
cceeded in obtaining the asuistance of 3000 horse and 2000 
ier the command of Monach-jee. He was also at this time 
•ed by about 170 men, who had just arrived from England, 

300 native troops. Thus strengthened, he again marched 
iirection of Trichinopoly, having to convoy several thousand 
}, but he found the whole force of the enemy prepared to 

his return thither. The odds being so much against him, 
rally endeavoured to avoid an action, but this being imprac- 
he made the requisite dispositions for an engagement. 
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A favourable opportunity presented itself for attacking a bod^ 
the French, which had hidted imprudently, and a detachment 
dispatched for the purpose, but the officer in command sent fa 
word that he could not attack without artillery, and that he 
halting for its arrival : Lawrence replied by patting his horse i 
gallop to the scene of action, and dismounting, he placed him 
at once at the head of his troops. His example was nobly follow 
The enemy shrunk from the bayonets of the English grenadi 
and the main body moving up to the support of Lawrence's atti 
the fate of the day was determined. The enemy however can 
off a prize, of which they made extraordinary use. The palanc 
of the British commander was captured, and carried off to Poi 
cherry, where it was paraded through the town in triumphant i 
firmation of a report assiduously circulated, that the French 
been successful in a battle in which Lawrence had been killed. 

4. Wetconda. attacked and taken. 

The situation of Lawrence with regard to supplies was still, h 
ever, precarious, and as the recent success was calculated to ins 
confidence, he thought it advisable to strike while he could 
*' master of his own dispositions." He determined to attack ¥ 
conda, a place of some strength. On this occasion the Eoropi 
and native troops seemed to vie with each other in daring ooo] 
and devotedness of spirit. The British sepoys could not be restra: 
by their officers from attempting to enter the breach, though asm 
that it was not yet practicable, and repeated attempts were maci 
ascend it under a most galling fire from the defenders. Baffled in t 
attempts, they rushed to the gate, where an Englishman acting as 
geant in their force, was mounted on the shoulders of his men, 
succeeded in laying hold of the round end of the gateway, and 
assisted, climbed to the top : here he was followed by about tw 
others, who planted the colours on the parapet, and some of then 
scended on the inside and opened the gate, through which the re 
the assailing party rushed like a torrent. Weyconda, together 
M. Astruc, and some nine or ten officers, and the whole of the tenti 
stores of the enemy, were thus captured. Major Lawrence determ 
to take up his quarters for the rainy season about fifteen miles I 
Trichinopoly, and the Tanjore troops were sent home. Here, oi 
28th of November, he received news of an attack made by 
French on Trichinopoly. The attempt was unexpected, and the 
rison in a great degree taken by surprise ; and, could a Frenchn 
impatience have been restrained from opening fire, it is not 
probable that the place might have been carried ; but the first 
brought all to their post, and the French were driven back wi 
loss of about 500 Europeans. 
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IN INDIA.. — 2. PEACE AGREED UPON BT THE ENGUSH AlND 
:H east INDIA COMPANIES. — 3. OUTBREAK UPON THE CANADIAN 
TIER. 

1. War in India. 

atenral of repose during the winter was succeeded by a 
to the English arras. In the early part of February some 
m and native troops engaged in the conveyance of stores 
rprised and defeated with great loss. One of the most lament- 
isequences of this was the destruction of a company of grena- 
ho had contributed largely to their coontry*s honour and the 
cess ; and of whom it had been said *' that they rendered 
rvice than the same number of troops belonging to any nation 
)art of the world." An attempt was made by the represen- 
of the two East India Companies to negotiate. For some 
ck the French Company had begun to distrust the flattering 
s of Dupleixy and had become weary of a war which had 
r injured their commerce. A similar feeling prevailed in 
1, but after some time passed in profitless discussion, no step 
ide towards a pacification. The resolution was therefore 
of dispatching a naval force to the East. Admiral Watson 
at Madras with a squadron of ships of war, having on board 
lent commanded by Colonel Adlercron; and on the 2nd 
ust a French detachment arrived under the command of 
eheu, at Pondicherry. A few days after his arrival an affair 
kce called the Affair of the French Rock. Major Lawrence, 
90 English in battalions, 200 topasses, 3000 sepoys and fourteen 
ith 500 or 600 Tanjore troops, entered the plains to the south 
linopoly on the 16th of August, with the intention of reaching 
ice by the Sugar Loaf and French Rock, and the enemy 
i out to oppose them. The French force consisted of 900 
ins and 400 topasses in battalion, 5000 disciplined and well- 
sepoys, and 10,000 Mysore and Mahratta cavalry. The 
formed a line, having their Europeans, topasses, sepoys, and 
their first rank, and the Tanjoreans on the flank and rear to 
the convoy. The French advanced with much confidence, 
re so warmly received that they retreated in much disorder, 
istaining severe loss. Lawrence, however, was prevented 
idvantage of his success by a successful attack made on the 
» by Hyder Naik, who carried off thirty-six carts before his 
)uld be dispersed, and the eneiny profiting by this confusion 
w to Seringham. In this affair Lawrence had eighteen men 
.nd the French 160 killed and wounded, 
remonstrances which had been sent over to France against 
; produced his recal, and as he had before preferred com- 
igainst others, so he was now treated with an equal measure 
mess. He was obliged to return to France in such despair 
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at tli'^ failure of bis gigantic projects, that bis martifieations and 
vexations were too much for him, and he soun died a Tictim to 
mortified pride and ambition. 

2. Peace agreed upon bt the Exglish a3cd Fmuch Eabt Ixdii. 

compa.meb. 

The new Governor proposed a sospenakm of armsy which com- 
menced on the 11th of October, but between that date and the 14th 
of December, when Dupleix departed for Europe, a provisional treaty 
of truce was c^jncluded by deputies from the East India Companies 
of England and France, who met at Pondieherry oq the invitatiaB of 
the new Governor, and a treaty was sgreed apon, sabjeet to eonftr- 
mation in Europe. By the provisions of it neteber of the two eom- 
paniefl were for the fntnre to interfere in any of the diflbreiiees tiwt 
might take place in the conntry, bat every thing was to rsmaia on 
the footing of the uti potniUtu, until full orders should arriTO froM 
the courts of London and Versailles, but Mohammed All was acknow- 
ledged Nabob of the Camatic. 

3. OOTBBEAK UPON THE CaXADIA5 Fb05TIEB. 

By tlie treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle commissioners were a p poi n ted 
to settle a boundary line between the British and Frenoh teiritoriea 
in North America. The object of the French was to confine the 
British within the boundary of the Alleghany mountains, and thm 
prevent their approach to the Canadian lakes. Intrigues wen 
opened with the Iroquois and other Indian tribes, which wece so far 
Huccfiseful that the Frendi were permitted to erect forts and to sink 
leaden plates, bearing the royal arms of France, as marks of pnasfesiisi 
The Marr{uis du Quesne, the governor, erected a fort called after 
himself actually within the Virginia territory. The British, thoosh 
acting on the defensive, were not idle, and they built a fort in the 
vicinity of Dn Qnesne Fort, quaintly termed " Nrieossity,** nnd a 
garrison was placed in it under the command of Lieuteoant-Colooel 
Ge<irge Washington — a name soon to become illustrious. On his 
march from Virginia to assume the command, he was met on the Srd 
of July by a reconnoitring party, under M. de Jumonville, who 
peremptorily forbade the English to proceed further. The mandatn 
was answered bv a volley of musketry which killed De JnmonTille 
and several of his men. The French accordingly besieged Fort 
Necessity, and obliged Washington to capituliOe. Considermble 
bitterness was thrown into the history of this tranaaetiaQ by the 
words ** assassination of Juraonville *' being substituted for " death," 
&c., an imputation which Washington loudly and haughtily resented. 

In the mean time orders came out from England to the govemoiB 
of the British settlements in America, that in order to pr eye ut 
these continual inroads on the peaceable inhabitants, they should 
form a kind of political confederacy, to which every province was to 
contribute a quota. A convention was accordingly held at New 
York, in July, 1754, when Mr. Benjamin Fninkhn drew up a pLui 
^-\T uniting tlie states and establishing the quota, in order to levy 
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and money proportioDately to resist the French. By this means 
the Indiami were persuaded to -stand by the English in driving the 
French from their usurpations ; and this was the original model of 
the federal union adopted for the constitution of the United States. 
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1. INDIAN niUOr AND POLITICS. — 2. WAR IN NORTH AMERICA BE- 
TWBBN BRITIBH AND FRENCH. — 3w NAVAL WAR. — 4. FORT BEAU- 
sijOUR IN NOVA SCOTIA TAKEN. — ft. WAR IN VIRGINIA. — 6. WAR IN 
THB NEW ENGLAND PROVINCES. — 7* PREPARATIONS FOR WAR IN 
GXRMANT. — 8. DEATH AND MILITARY CHARACTER OF MARSHAL 
LdWBNOAHL.— -9. MILITARY CHARACTER OF MARSHAL DE NOAILLBS. 

I. Indian Piracy and Poutics. 

The services of the fleet which had arrived in the East Indies 
from England, under the command of Admiral Watson, not being 
now required for any other object, were employed in the sup- 
pjTowion of a system of piracy, which for near fifty years had been 
R aooroe of serious annoyance on the coast of Malabar. A small 
British squadron, commanded by Commodore James, had been 
dispatched to the Indian seas, and having chased the fleet of 
Toolajee Angria off the coast, returned to destroy the fortifications 
of his stronghold. This consisted of Sevemdroog, a strong isolated 
fortress, mounting 64 guns, within musket-shot of the mainland, 
defending the port of Greriah, which was itself defended by the fort of 
Goa mounting 40 guns, and two others having 29 guns each. Placing 
his ships between the island and the main, the Commodore brought 
im guns to bear on the port on the 2nd of April, and cannonaded 
Sevemdroog with his upper-deck guns, while he engaged Fort Groa 
with those on the lower deck. By noon Sevemdroog was nearly in 
rains, and the houses within the walls in fiames. The cannonade of 
the ships prevented the defenders from extinguishing the fire, and 
the conflagration communicating with ten magazines, the garrison 
abandoned the place. The fort of Goa now hung out a flag of truce, 
but as it was not attended to, the Governor crossed over his garrison 
to re-ocoupy the smokins ruins of Sevemdroog. Commodore James 
offered them terms, but m the delay of a satisfactory reply, landed a 
party of seamen to storm the place. Turning under cover of the 
ftre of the ships, these gallant fellows rushed to the gate of the sally- 
port, and with their axes eut their way into the fort, and took pos- 
session of the placp with but a trifling loss. A few days later, on 
the 0th, the fort of Bancoot, in the piratical state of Geriah, sur- 
rendered to the expedition under Commodore James. M. Bussy 
was still in the Camatie, eommanding an auxiliary furoe under the 
Sonbahdar Salabat-jung, for there was a strict alliance between ^^ 
Mysorean goveroment and the presidenoy of Pondicherry. But 
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Olio of those gyratioiis which result from Orieutal policy, the Sou- 
bahdar dismiraed the French, and ghidly received from tlie English 
the assistance which had been afforded them by their rivals. Ac- 
cordingly 300 Europeans and 1500 sepoys were ordered to be in 
readiness to support Salabat-jung when required, and Bussy did nut 
condescend to remonstrate, but refusing any further alliance with 
Morari llow, withdrew to Pondicherry. 

2. War in North America betwebn British and French. 

At length undoubted information ti*anspired that a powerful arma- 
ment destined for North America was ready to sail from Brest and 
Uochefort, to be commanded by M. Bois de la Mothe, and to con- 
sist of twenty- five ships uf the line, with some fHgates to convoy 
a fleet of transports, on which was to be a land force with sufficient 
artillery, stores, and camp equipage, for the prosecution of an offen- 
sive campaign. A force of 4000 men was to be embarked in it, com* 
nianded by Baron de Dieskau witli the Marquis de Vaudreuil and 
the Marquis de Montcalm under him. In the month of March 
ministers frankly announced to parliament that a war with France 
had become inevitable. Admiral Boscawen was deemed the moat 
proper pci*son to watch so enterprising an enemy, and he accord- 
ingly sailed on the 27th of April towards tlie Gulf of St. Lawrence 
to intercept the French squadron, with eleven ships of the line and 
one frigate, having two regiments of land forces on board. 

3. Naval War. 

Intelligence having been received that the French armament hid 
actually sailed, Admiral Holboume was detached with six ahipa of 
the lino and one frigate ; and a great number of capital sliips weie 
put into commission. In May the French fleet, commanded by M. 
Macnamara, an officer of Irish extraction, put to sea ; bat when thev 
had proceeded beyond the chops of the Channel he returned with 
nine of his ships, and left M. Bois de la Motlie with the rest of the 
armament to proceed on their course. These passed Admiral 
Boscawen in one of the fogs so common off the coast of New* 
foundland, without seeing him, and got safe into the river St. Law- 
rence. Nevertheless, while the Englisli fleet lay off Cape Wrath, 
the most southernmost point of NewfoundUuid, two French ships, the 
*' Alcide," of sixty-four guns and 480 men, and the " Lys,** pierced 
for fifty-four guns, but mounting only twenty-two, and having eight 
companies of land forces on board, fell in on tlie 10th of June with 
the '' Dunkirk," Captain Howe, and the <* Defiance," Captain Andrews, 
two sixty-gun ships of the English squadron, and after a smart en- 
gagement which lasted some hours, and in which Captain, afterwards 
Lord Howe, behaved witli the greatest skill and intrepidity, both ves- 
sels were taken with several considerable officers and engineers and 
about 8000/. in money. It is worthy of remark tliat M. de liocquart, 
captain of the ^ Alcide," taken on this occasion, became for the third 
time a prisoner to Boscawen. lie had captured him with *' La Medee ** 
in 1744, and in <'Lo Diamant" in Anson's action with 0e U 
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Jonquiere in 1747* The news of this action animated the English 
Dation ; bat upon its arrival at Paris great complaints were made of a 
breach of national faith, and M. de Mirepoix, the French ambassador 
in London, wf^ immediately recalled. This was equivalent to a regular 
declaration of hostilities on both sides. The vast increase of the 
French marine of late years, and their encroachments in America, 
bad rendered reprisals both profitable and necessary, and an order 
was issued by England that all French ships, whether outward or 
homeward bound, should bo stopped and brought* into English ports. 
The court of Versailles complained bitterly and loudly of this, and 
particularly of Boscawen having taken their ships in time of peace ; 
nevertheless the war went forward. The British government was 
resolved to send out its most distinguished admirals; and accord- 
ingly, on the 21st of July, Sir Edward Hawke sailed on a cruise to 
the westward, with eighteen ships of the line, a frigate, and a sloop ; 
but not meeting with the French fleet they returned to port about 
the latter end of September. Another fleet consisting of twenty-two 
ships of the line, two frigates, and two sloops, sailed on the 14th 
of October on a cruise to the westward under Admiral Byng, in 
hopes of intercepting the French squadron under Duguay, and like- 
wise that commanded by La Mothe, on its return from America ; but 
ttus fleet likewise returned to Spithead on the 22nd of November, 
having only captured the French seventy-four-gun ship, ^ Esp^rance," 
which being greatly damaged, and bad weather coming on, was set on 
fire and destroyed. On the other hand, in October, a French frigate 
encountered and took the English frigate, ^ Blandford," but Louis 
XV. ordered that it should be taken into an English port ; never- 
theless, a few days later, the Yiscomte de Bouville, commanding a 
French ship of war that was captured, was offered his parole, which 
he refused, declaring that the vessel tliat took him, a 74, was a pirate. 
The French were exceedingly annoyed by the English cruisers, 
and before the end of this year 300 of their merchant-ships, many 
of which from St. Domingo and Martinique became extremely rich 
prizes, and 3000 of their sailors were brought into English ports, so 
that it was allowed by all that the English admirals had acted 
judiciously in the choice of their stations. By these captures the 
French were deprived of a great body of seamen, and an intolerable 
harden cast on the nation by the loss of large property, and the in- 
creased charges for insurance and convoy ; while the British people 
saw with pleasure that their government was resolved to temporize 
no longer, but to repel with vigour the past acts of their enemy and 
chastise them for their late encroachments in America. 

4. FoKT Bead-sejour in Nova. Scotu taken. 

While the home government was thus exerting itself tlie colonists 
were not wanting to themselves in evincing a proper spirit. The 
sovemor and assembly of Massachusett's Bay, the chief of the 
New England provinces, passed an act prohibiting all intercourse 
with the French at Louisburg, and towards the end of May they 
lent a large detachment of troops under Lieut.-Colonel Monckton, 
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to assist Lieut-Grovemor Lawrence in driving the French from the 
encroachments they had made in Nova Sccitia. The enerajr had 
foreseen this attempt, and made preparations to msist it. Monekton 
uu his arrival at the river Massaguash, found the passage stopped bj 
a large number of reguUr forces, rebel nentralsy or Aeadiaiis^ and 
Indians ; 400 of them occupied a block-bouse, with eannoo moonlsd 
on their side of the river, and the rest were posted within a stnof 
breastwork of timber thrown up by way of outn^ork to tho bloek* 
house. The Elngliifh provincials attacked the place with sooh spirit 
that the enemy were obliged to fly and leave them in pnssBsrisB ef 
the breastwork, when the garrison deserted the block-house and left 
the passage of the river free. From thence Oilonel Monekloa 
advanced to the French fort at Beau-s^joor, recently erected l^ the 
French, on the narrow isthmus which connects ^vm Sootia with 
New Brunswick, which he invested on the 21st of June, and aftsr 
four days' bombardment obliged it to surrender, tboogfa the Frsndi 
had twenty-six pieces of cannon mounted, and plenty of ammmiitiiny 
and the English had not yet placed a single cannon upon their btti* 
teries. The garrison were allowed to go back to Louisborg on con- 
dition of not serving for six months, and the Acadians who had joiiied 
the French were pardoned in consideration of their having been loiesd 
into the service. Colonel Monekton changed the name of the fnt 
to that of Cumberland, and putting a garrison into it on tho 16th, 
the next day he attacked and redu<^ another French fort upon the 
river Gaspereau, where it runs into the Baie Verto, in which ho 
found a large quantity of provisions and stores of all kiiida^ that 
being a chief magazine. He also disarmed some 16,000 Acadiansi In 
the mean time Captain Rous, with some ships, sailed to the month of 
the river St. John, to attack the new fort which the French had e i o e t o d 
there, but they abandoned it upon his appearance, after having de- 
stroyed their cannon and blown up their works and magazine. Tho 
English had not above twenty killed in all these ezpeditiooa^ which 
secui*ed the tranquillity of Nova Scotia. 

5. War in Vibgiicia* 

While the New Englanders were thus employed in reducing the 
French within their province, preparations were made in Virginia 
for attacking them upon tho Ohio. The conduct of this ezpeditioB 
was committed to Major-General Braddock (who had been sent ffop 
England for that purpose, on the 4th of January), with Colooel Hal- 
kett's and Colonel Dunbar's regiments of foot, which landed safe in 
Virginia on the 20th of February. After a mortifying delay of aoait 
months, occasioned by the Virginian contractors failing in their 
engagements, Braddock at length began his march on &e 1 0th of 
June, and passed the Allegluny mountaius in two divisions. TIm 
tirst was led by the general commanding, and consisted of IMO 
with a support of 400 ; and tlie residue, amounting to 800 men, 
two pieces of cannon, proceeded at two days* msn^ in the real 
Colonel Dunbar. He was informed that Uie French were at Fat da 
Quesue, which had lately been built near the conflncnee of tho Ohb 
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and the Mnnongahela, and where they were expecting a reinforce- 
ment of 500 regular truopi. In order to move with greater dis- 
patch, he left the provisions, stores, and baggage, to come on as fast 
as the nature of the service would permit, and proceeded with the 
other 1600 men, togetlier with ten pieces of cannon, and the neces- 
sary ammunition and pnivisions. He marched on with so much ex{>e- 
dition, that unfortunately he did not take sufficient care to iHJconnoitre 
the savage counti*y, and was altogether unacquainted with the nature 
of an American war, where the danger of surprise is perpetual in 
woods, defiles, and morasses. On the 8th of July he encamped at 
Monongahela, within fifteen miles of Fort du Quesne. As he thus 
advanced with careless confidence, on the following day, the 9th, 
Colonel Grage leading with a body of 300 men, he was sainted about 
noon by a general fire upon his fi*ont and all along his left flnnk, 
from an enemy so artfully concealed behind the trees and bushes, 
that not a man of them could be seen. The vanguard immediately 
foil back upon the main body, and in an instant the panic and confu- 
sion became general. The sudden appearance and horrid shrieks of 
the savages who now showed themselves, made the rout complete, 
and notwithstanding all that the officers (who behaved most gal- 
lantly) could do to stop their career, most of the troops Hed with 
precipitation. Braddock himself, instead of scouring the thickets 
and bushes whence the fire came, with grapeshot from the cannon he 
had with him, or ordering flanking parties of his Indians to advance 
against the enemy in the woods, obstinately remained upon the 
spot where he was, and gave orders for the few brave officers 
and men who stayed with him to form and advance. Meanwhile 
his men fell thick around him, and almost all his officers were 
singled out and either killed or wounded, for the Indians, who always 
take good aim when they fire, could readily pick out the officers, 
who were distinguished by their dress. At length, after having five 
horses killed under him, the General received a musket-shot through 
the right arm and lungs, of which he died in a few houra. He was 
carried off the field by the bravery of Lieutenant-Colonel Gage and 
another of his officers ; but as soon as he had fallen, the confusion of 
the few that remained turned to a disorderly and disgraceful flight 
across the river they had just passed, though no enemy appeared or 
attempted to attack them. All the artillery, ammunition, and bag- 
nge of the army were left to the enemy, and among the rest 
Braddock*s cabinet, with all his letters and in8ti;uction8, which the 
French Court afterwards made great use of in their printed memorials 
and manifestos. The loss of the English in this unhappy affiiir 
amounted to 700 men. The French loss was very inconsiderable, 
because they lay in such a manner concealed, that the English did not 
know where to point their muskets ; it was said to have been 400 men. 
Sir Peter Halkett was among the English slain, and also a son of 
Goremor Shirley, who now succeeded Braddock in the command. 
The Virginian troops who were in the rear, under Captain Peyronay, 
did all they could to stop the fugitives ; and it was entirely owing to 
them that the regular ti*oops were not all out off, but the captain and all 
Vol. II. M 
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Frencli, wlio were dispuud to retalinte on the Electorpte tbeir 
gi'levances against the royalty of England. They had now already 
enlered into tenna with the Elector of Cologne u form incuraona in 
Waatphilia. To avert tlie threatened inroad at thia time, Eiu 
Gvorge entered into aobaidizing (reatiea on tlie 18(li o[ June «llE 
KoHe Canel, wlia bound hereelr In eupply 8UO0 men ; nod on 
30lli oF Septeniber witli Kuana, who engaged to bring 63,000 i 
into Livonia to bia ■sw*U»>ce. The King of Pronia alwi gave , 
witht'Ut ceremanjr and without aoruple hie French alliance. Tha 
Boim broiijilil matters tu a oriBia. The French Amhauador at tba 
Court or Vienna entered into iiegotinliuns with tlie Empreaa Qn 
for a kind of partition or the PruiiiiHii King's territoriE*. £ ... 
partleH tried to draw Spain into their allinnoe, but tha Court df 
Madrid very wiaely determined la remain nenler, 
Q. Deats ihd M1LI11.RT Chiiuctbb of Mabsqai, LfiwamtBl^ 
This year died the famous Count de LHwendahl. He wu bom at 
Hnmburgh in I7OO, and commenced his cajeer u B private addierln 
Ilia tliirteenth year. He was a Captain in Prince Eugene's army U 
tite battles of Peterwarwlin and Uelgrade. In 1721 he entered tha 
Poliali seririce as Cohinol of a regiment. He einpluyed mui.'h of hla 
lime in the study of gumiery and fortification, nnd vas made InHpectM* 
General uf the Sax.m infantry. In 1733, 1734, and 1735, he bad a 
command of the SaKon Buxiliariea in Eugene's armies. In the year 
173(1 the Czarina Anne engaged him in her service. The defenee of 
the Ukraine was oommilted to his care, and in 1738 his sorvice of tba I 
artillery in the battles contributed greatly to the victory of Marahal 
MUunioh's army on the fi-ontiera of Poland. In the war between { 
Russia and Sweden, 1743, he was with Lncy when the Swedish army 
capitulated. The fultowing year M. de Liiwendahl quitted the RuaBion 
service. The principal cause of hie discontent was the snppreaaion 
of the allowances at the peace. He atsn wanted to have the blue 
riband, and be did not get it : moreover he was not on the beat terms | 
with Marshal Lacy, whom he did not esteem. Hia great reputation, 
however, immediately proenred for him overtures from the King of 
France, into whose service he entered as Lieut, -General in 1743, 
In this capacity Ltiwendahl acted with distinction at the siege* o( 
Metiin, Fumes, and Ypres, and received a dangerous wound in lh« 
treuehea before Frihourg, but it was uu'ing to hia intrepidity and skill 
thai the place was taken. He contributed greatly [o the victory of 
Fontenoy by his attack on the English column at tlie head of 
the rear-guard, which he commanded ; and he carried ihe art of 
besieging places to so much greater a height than was known before, 
and with ao much more safety to the ti-uops, that be Umk Toumny 
and severnl towns in Fltindere with comparatively little bias. For 1 
these sprvices he was decDrated by Lonia XV. with the collar of his 1 
on/era. In 1747 he attained the sumrait of W« ^Iwrj ■■ a besieging | 
^neral bj making a clean sweep of b\1 t,\\ecemun\n^«Minv%\i»'Ba 
"" iAe Lav Coaotriea, including Bergen-o^-'iowo, ifeiftv \«i '^Hsa, 
Bemed imprBgaable. For tliw ho waa Aec\arei *W».r*ia.\ o\ Stum. 
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Frederick the Great had a hifih opinion of his talents, and in the 
course of the Seven Years' War, when discussing events with a 
I French negotiator, who naturally desired to impress on the King the 
i resources of France, he replied, *' All this may he very true, but you 
: have no longer a Saxe or a Ldwendahl to make them formidable." 

! 9. MiLiTART Chabacter of Marshal de Noailles. 

t Adrien Maurice de Noailles, Duke and Marshal of France, born in 
1678, made his first campaign in Catalonia under the eye of his father, 
also a Marshal of France. After " asHisting ** in various battles and 
sieges, he accompanied the Duke of Anjou in 1701, when he went to 
I Madrid to take possession of the Spanish crown. In 1702 he was 
I made Brigadier of the King's armies, and two years later a Mar^chal- 
I de-Camp. In 1705 he took a command in Spain, which he held for 
several years, although occasionally recalled to France for the 
defence of Roussillon and Languedoc. While holding this command 
be distingubhed himself in various ways. His chief military achieve- 
ment, however, was the taking of Gurona in January, 171 1» for which 
he was made a grandee of Spain. After the peace of Utrecht and 
the death of Louis XIY., Noailles was made President of the depart- 
ment of finance under the Regent Orleans. This post ho occupied 
nntil 1718» when the temporary success of the adventurer Law pro- 
eured the disgrace of Noailles. In 1733 he was sent into Germany 
to oommand under Marshal Berwick. There he besieged and took 
Worms and Philippsburg, and upon the death of Berwick received 
the baton of Marshal. During 1735 and 1736 he served in Italy; 
after which he rested from his labours for about five years, to recom- 
mence them in the Succession War in Germany. Here he commanded 
from 1743 to 1745, losing the battle of Dettingen, and winning that of 
Fontenoy — in which latter engagement he patriotically consented to 
ienre under Marshal Saxe. This was his last military service, but 
he continued for some time to occupy himself with administrative 
affairs until 1755, when he retired from the council, and died ten 
years later at the advanced age of eighty-eight. 

The Abb^ Millot, in summing up his character, says of him : 
** Adrien Maurice had a fine soul, a superior intellect, a gaiety that 
was charming, much amiability and culture, love for his king and 
eonntry, zeal fur the public good, prodigious working powers, and a 

strong desire to excel in all that was praiseworthy Whatever 

it was in his power to obtain, or to desire, it was his ambition to 
deserve.'* 

Although Marshal de Noailles, like his father, performed some 
brilliant actions, still he cannot be placed upon the list of generals of 
the highest eminence. He was deficient in promptitude and daring, 
frequently letting favourable opportunities slip, which a bolder genius 
would have turned to good account. Without being a great genera), 
however, he was a useful one, and France owed to him no slight debt 
of gratitude as the conqueror of Girona and Philippsburg, and the 
liberator of Languedoc. 
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1. WAIl IN KUROPK.— 2. TIIK nRlTI8II AND FRKNCII PLBRT8 KmiAOl 
NKAU MINOKCA.— 3. SIK'IK OK HT. i>IIILlP*8 PORT, MINORCA. — 4. NATAL 
WAR. — 6. TRIAL AND I»KATU OK ADMIRAL UTNU.--^ WAR IN QKRMANT. 
— 7' TIIK KINU OK IMlUiiSIA 8KIZKH VAXONY. — 8. THE PRUMHAM 
KNTKR 1)011 KM 1 A. — 9. TIIK IIATTl.K OK LOWOSITZ, OR LOnOtlTI.— 

10. WAR IN NORTH AMBRICA. — 11. WAR IN TUB XA8T INDIO. 

I 

I 1. War in Kuropb. 

Tho roport of the intontioii of FranoM to invade Qreat BritBln 

iiioroiiHfld (fvury lUy, aiid it wem ilooinoil abiolutcly neceflsary ti> meet 

tho throntoned rvil. S«>ven niilli<»ii8 wcro voted by Parliament for 

tho iiicivaiH) of the navy and army ; niul enormouH suppHce, naoeni- 

tatiiii; now loaim and taxeit, woru ciirritxl by iininenee raaioritiea. But 

tlio UritiHh had not yet learned the practice of tnietiug ft>r their 

(h>fonuti to uthor arnie than thoir own, and, acoortlingly, Speaker 

' OmhIow, in prest>ntiiif( tlio nionoy bilU to tho Soveroif^iiy ventured to 

fuiy, *' Thoru wore two oircuinHtancoH oxiHtinf( which moat eerional/ 

• nlarnuHl tho |N)oplo of Kn^land — eubMidica t(» foreign princeSi and 

nn army of fortnjcn Hti|>«ndiariofi, — niid ho trusted that his Mi^oaty 

woiihl novor trutit tho Hwonl out of bin own band to any people wlia^ 

ovor.'* Tho Kin^*» no^otiatioiiH with the Cxarina howover came lo 

iiotiiin)^, and tho RuHHiaiiH on the lot of May, thiH year, entered into 

a Hort of treaty of uoutmlity at VorHailloH, joining in efTeot the 

KriMioh and AuHtriaiiH aguiuHt tho Pruiiiiiana and Britieli ; but 

Frodorick now h)udly dwlaimod against tho introduction of fknrtign 

troopH into tlio Kmpirif — a stipulation which was oaloulated ti> nvo 

Hanover fn)in the French as well as l*rusiiia fh>in Uuiaiay and 

wliiuh was cordially echoed from tho side of Great Britain. The 

Kinprt>HH (^ueen, however, and her uiinistor, Count KaunitB, bad 

alrondy matured th<>ir plans for an allianeo with Franco ; and a new 

and ^i^nntic plan of eoncessioii and conqui*st arose out of the aeeom* 

modal ion that was brought about, through the new friendship of tho 

I prudo Knipress and the inistresH of tho French King ; both alike 

being Htuiig with tho Haroastic reflections which issued from Sana 

I Souei and Potsdam. From this nroso tho unfortunate treaty of 

I V(>rHailh*s concluded on tho 1st of May. Tlio two statos engaged to 

I fnrniHh n^eiprocally (M),000 men each, for tho protection of the domU 

I niouHof oither. 

j The FrtMieb were first in the field. From the coinmenecment of 
' the dilfen^neeH with Britain in the prt^cedin^ year, tho design waa 
formed uf taking tho island of Minorca, nnd pre|>arationB on a large 
MoiUtt hud btHMi making at Toulon witli wonderful seonnsy and dill- 
geiiee. Minorca was priae<l by tho Knglish next to Gibraltar : they 
VII hied both as trophies of tho War of tho Succossiou, and a¥Pakiiig 
from their lethargy, Pitt nnd the })eoplo assailed tho GovernmoDt for 
'heir supinonoss in not showing more activity for its protoction. 
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2. Thb British and Frbncii Flbeth ENOAaB nbar Minorca. 

Nothing was dune at tlie Court of VtmailloH at this time except 
t1iruu);h intrigue. Tlie Maraluil Uuke de Hiulielieu had HuggeHted 
tlie eiitorpriHe agaiuHt Fitrt St. Philip, and being detected by the fa- 
viiurite, Madame do Pompadour, tlie command <if it wan given'to him 
to get the court relievud from hiti pi'euence and importunities, lie 
wuH made gent* raliMimo of all the foreeri both by aea and land, and 
btiing a man of energy lie threw liia bent activity into the service, ao 
tliat the conjunct expedition quitted the island of Ilieres on tlie 10th 
uf April. 

In tho beginning of tills year advices had been received by the 
liritish Uuvemment that a French squadron would soon be in a con- 
dititin to sail fnnn Toulon tu the amuunt of twelve or Hfteen shipa 
uf the line, and a great number of transports, and that strong bodies 
of tr(M»ps wei-e un their inarch fiHtm ditfttrent parts of the French 
duiiiinions to be embarked. Now, as it was also ascertained that 
tlie uupplies uf proviHions for this force were f<»r two months only, 
the expedition could not be intended for America, and it was there- 
fiji*e soon surmised that the French were getting this vast armament 
ready ti» pounce upon Minorca, which had been left in a disgraceful 
state uf defence. In vain Uoneral lilakeney (the same whu had so 
giillanily defended Stirling against the Pretender), now deputy- 
governor of Minorca, had repiesented the weakness of the garrison 
with which he held St. Philip's Castle, the chief fortress uu the 
island. Far from sti'eiigtlieiiing the garrison with a pro|)er rein- 
furoeinent, the (jloveriiment had taken no puiiis to call in even the 
otKcera on leave of absence, and the chief engineer was an infirm 
luau diaabled by guut: indeed a great many things were wanting fur 
the defence of the island. At length the English authurities were 
roused fi'tmi their supineiiess, and tardily dispatched Admiral Uyng 
tu the Mediterranean with ten ships uf the line. These ten ships, 

IHNirly manned and in very indifferent order, unprovided with either 
loapital or lii'e ships, sailed from Spithead on the 7th of April, 
having un board a regiment of soldiers, who wei-e to be landed at 
Uibraltar, and only about forty inferiur officers and 100 recruits 
wt-re t<» proceed as a reinforcement to St. Philip's fortress ; but 
liyiig was instructed to inquire at Ciibraltar whether anv French 
tai|uadroii had passed thruugli the Straits, as it was surmised tliev 
Hould do, if any expedititm had st^t out un their way to North 
Aiiieriea. Uyng arrived at (iibraltar on the 2iid of May, whei*e he 
foimd Captain Kdgecumbo of the " Princess I^ouisa," ship of war, 
hIio iiifurmed him that the Fnuich armament cuinnianded by Admi- 
ral de la <jaiiss4mniei'e, consisting of thirteen slii)is uf the line, with 
s great number uf transports, containing lA.UOO land furces, had 
Mil»d from Touhm on the lOth uf April ; and that under the coni- 
iiiaiid of the Duke of Uicholieu they had made a descent upon the 
iilsml uf Minorca, whence he had been obliged tu ramove in consa- 
ijueiiue uf their arrival, (ieneral Fuwke, who commainled at (iib 
rkltar, had reoeived twu sucoessivu urdurs fruui the liritish Seer 
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of War, with respect to his sending away the battalidn of troops 
which liad Accompanied Byng, who was to proceed immediately to 
Port Malion, but as the two orders appeared inconsistent or equi* 
vocail, a council of war was consulted, and the majority determined 
tliat no tixxtps should be sent away from the garrison under tlie 
reports tlien existing that Gibraltar itself was to be besief^ed. The 
Admiral being therefore only strengthened by Captain Eklgeeumbe^ 
vessels, sailed from Gibraltar on the 8th of May, and was joined off 
Majorca by his Majesty's ship the '* Phcenix,*' under the eomnumd 
of Captaiu Hcrvey, who confirmed the iutelligence abready received 
touching the strength and destination of the French squadron. 
With some despondency, which is in itself an assurance of failure or 
defeat, Byng on the 18th appeared off the island, and saw the 
British colours still flying over the castle of St. Philip's^ but the 
French flag was also seen on some of the outposts, and numeroni 
bomb-vessels of their fleet were already playing on the castle. The 
French squadron was not in sight; but before Byng could get a 
letter on shore to the Governor, the French fleet, numbering seven- 
teen ships of war, appeared to the south-east, advancing in order of 
battle. About seven in the evening La Galissonniere tacked to gftin 
the weather gage, and Byng, in order to obtain that advantage to 
himself, as well as to make sure of the land wind in the morning 
followed the example, so that night fell without a gun being fire£ 
At daylight on the 20 ih of May the enemy could n(»t be discerned, but 
two small one-masted vessels, called " tartanes," were sighted and 
chasfd by signal; and one was captured, having about 100 private 
soldiers on board, part of 000 which had been sent off the preceding 
day to strengthen the French squadron. The enemy's fleet now 
reappearing, the line of battle was formed on each side, and about 
two o'clock Byng threw out a signal to bear away two points frooi 
the wind and enga;;e. At this time the distance from the enemj 
was so great that Rear- Admiral West, the second in command, per- 
ceiving it impossible to comply with conflicting orders, bore away 
with his division seven points from the wind, and dosing down upon 
the enemy, attacked them with such impetuosity, that the shipe 
opposed to him were in a little time driven out of the line. Had he 
been properly sustained by the van, the British fleet would, in all 
probability, have had a complete victory, but the other diviaiaii did 
not bear down, and the enemy's centre keeping their station, West 
could not pursue his advantage without running the risk of having 
his communication cut off with the rest of the line. It was thought 
that Bvng with a noble ship of ninety guns nubde little or no uae of 
his artillery, but kept aloof either from an overstrained obeervance 
of discipline or timidity. When charged with this he alleged in his 
defence that he was determined to keep his line entire, and not 
exf>OHe himself singly to a Are that he could not sustain. At all 
events he never was properly in action, for though he reecived a 
shot or two in his ship's hull, be had not a single man on board either 
killed or wounded. Nevertheless the adversary was clean driven out 
of his line, and was enabled by bearing away to prevent the Britirii 
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ships dosing with them again. M. de la Galiasonni^re seemed averse 
to the continuance of the battle, and about six o'clock edged away 
under easy sail to join the ships which West had beateU) and they 
were soon at too great a distance to engage. He was rather superior 
to the British in number of men and weight of metal, but he did not 
choose to abide the consequences of a close fight The English 
Admiral therefore made chase in the morning, but he could never 
come up with them, as their ships were cleaner than his, and they 
repaired to Toulon claiming the honour of victory. Byng then lay 
to with his fleet at the distance of ten leagues from Mahon, and 
inquiring into the condition of his squadron after the engagement, he 
fcund he had lost Captain Andrews of the ^ Defiance," with forty- 
two killed and sixty-eight wounded, and that three of the ships were 
so damaged' in their masts that they could not keep the sea with 
safety. He also found great sickness in the fleet, and accordingly he 
called a council of war, to whom he proposed, as it was impracticable 
to relieve St. Philip's, that they should make the best of their way 
to Gibraltar. To this they assented, and thither he directed his 
eourse accordingly. Nothing could be more reprehensible than the 
conduct of Admiral Byng in leaving General Blakeney to his fate in 
this way, for there would have been no difficulty in communicating 
with the garrison in Mahon, and he ought at any rate to have made 
the attempt. When the Admiral's dispatch arrived in England all 
classes condemned his proceedings. Sir Edward Hawke was imme- 
diately dispatched to supersede him in his command, and such a 
damour of rage and indignation burst forth as was without any pre- 
eedenty and was not to be appeased. Admiral Saunders was also 
at the same time sent out in Admiral West's place, and Lord 
Tyrawley was appointed to supersede General Fowke as Governor of 
Gibraltar. Hawke was directed to send home B^-ng in arrest, and 
on his arrival in England, on the 26th of July, he was forthwith 
committed close prisoner to his apartment in Greenwich Hospital, 
and was brought to a court-martial, which assembled on the 28th of 
December. 

3. Siege of St. Philip's Fort, Minorca* 

The troops under the Duke of Richelieu disembarked on the 20th 
of April at the port of Ciudadella, on that part of the island opposite 
to Mahon and St. Philip's. Two days before they reached the 
island Greneral Blakeney had by a packet-boat received certain 
intelligence of their approach, and began to make preparations for 
the defence of the castle. The fort which he commanded was very 
extensive, surrounded with numerous redoubts, ravelins, and other 
cmtworks, and provided with subterranean galleries, mines, and 
traverses cut out of the solid rock with incredible labour. Upon 
the whole this was the best fortified place in Europe, well supplied 
with artillery, ammunition, and provision, and without doubt might 
have sustained the most desperate siege had it been defended by a 
miBeiently numerous garrison, and conducted by able engineers 
under the eye and auspices of an active and skilful commander. 
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All those advanUges did not concur ou tliii occMion. The numbw 
of ti*()op8 in Minorca at thin time did not exceed four regiiMQtt^ 
wherpRH the extent of the works required at least doaUa that 
nuiiilx>r. A great many ofiioen wore absent from their regimcata 
The chief engineer was lame from gout, and the redoubtable old 
General himself was oppressed with the infirmitiea of old age. The 
Governor ordered liis officers to beat up for Tolnnteen In the 
adjacent town of St. Philip's, but he could obtain few or none to 
volunteer to the service, and he would not compd them. The people 
werc^ geiipraliy averse to the English from their hatred to the no* 
tostant religion, though they had been happy and nown wealthy under 
British protection. Blnkeney accordingly called m all hia aavanoed 
parties, abandoning Fomelles, a redoubt calcuUted for a eom p aiy, 
and ('iudadella, a post fortified with two pieces of eannon and with a 
garriHon of five companies. Major Cunningliam was detached wiA 
a party to break down the bridges and break up the roada, but then 
was n(} time to destroy the town of St. Philip's, which stood so near 
the fort that Uie enemy could not fail to take advantage of it. The 
General was blamed for leaving the town standing, but when the 
anxious nature of such a proceeding and the uncertainty which pn» 
vailed so hmg concerning the destiiuition of the proposed annameBft 
ai*o coHHidered, it may have been better policy not to have exaspe- 
rated the inhabitants beyond tlie demolishing of a few honaea and 
windmills, which was necessary to dear tlie eaplanade and the 
approaches. The enemy, however, did avail themselves of the aii ee ta 
for trenches, which they could not otherwise have cut in the aoUd 
rock, and by means of them they made a lodgment close to the work& 
They alno found convenient barracks and plenty of refreahment^ 
although all the wine in the cellars had been destroyed^ and the 
butts carried away to serve for gabions and traverses. Five and 

I twenty bakers had been also carried off from the island, and a 

I large number of cattle brought into the fort for provisioning the 
garrison. 

The posts were now all assigned, the sentinels placed, and eerera 
vigilanco and discipline established. Major Cunningham waa a 
volunttM^r, who had acted as second engineer in tlie place, but had 

I gone away on promotion and was staying at Nice with his family. 

! immediately, however, tluit he heard Minorca was threatened with 

I a Hi<*gti — well knowing the infirmity of the engineer in chief,— ha 
frtnghted a vessel with all that he knew was most deficient for the 
defence, and hastened to a service that fow would have deaired 
or sought for. In the course of this desperate service, he acquitted 

I hiniMelf with a zeal, vigilance, skill, and active courage, which 
giiined for him the approbation of his suvoreign ; and he waa both 
gi*aciouHly rewarded, and employed continually till hia death in 
Guadalou|)e many years afterwards. Commodore Edgecumbe had 
sent in all his nuurines, the wliole crew of one ship, and the grealer 
part of another, under the command of Captain Scroop, who brave^ 

I signalized himself during the whole siege. Blakency ordered a aloop 
^41 be sunk in the channel that leads to the harbour ; and juat aa he 



had completed all these preparations tlie French fleet hove in sight. 
On the 29Qd of April Blakeney sent a drummer to the French 
Greneral with a letter, desiring to know his reasons for invading the 
island, to which the Duke de Richelieu returned for answer, *'for 
the same reason that has induced the British squadnms to attack 
the ships of tlie King, my master." On the 10th of May he opened 
his trenches, and immediately commenced erecting his batteries at 
Cape Mola on the other side of the harbour, which was too distant 
to do much injury, and against which the fire from St. Philip's was 
so severe as to compel the French to change tlieir side of attack, 
sod advance by the side of the town. The Mnrshal, with all the 
giUIantry of Versailles, soon gained tlie hearts of the fair inhabitants, 
complimented them on remaining under fire, sent them spiced sweet- 
meats, and desired to know what he could obtain fi*om France that 
would give them pleasure. He became the idol of his soldiers from 
the gaiety which he mingled with his discipline, and which was long 
remembered in the military annals of France. Some of them, like 
most soldiers, were in the habit of getting drunk, and he issued as 
an order, '*Colui do vous qui se gnsera n*aura pas Thonneur de 
paruitre k la tranche." On the 12th of May the French opened 
two bomb batteries near where the windmills had been, and from 
tliat period, an inccHsant fire was kept up on both sides from mortars 
and cannons — the French continuing to raise new batteries on every 
spot from which they could annoy the besieged. On the 17th the 
garrison was cheei*ed by the sight of the British squadron under 
Admiral Byng, and immediately Mr. Boyd, a commissary, succeeded 
in passing out through the enemy's cruisers into the open sea, but 
finding tlie fleet unattainable, he returned to the garrison without 
having sustained tlie least injury. Next day the hopes of the 
besieged, which had prognosticated victory to the British squadron, 
were wofuUy damped by the appearance of the French Beet in tlie 
offing, and soon afterwards a feu dejoie was fired in the French camp, 
to celebrate the victory they pretended to have gained. The English 
garrison, mortified at finding themselves thus abandoned, nevertheless 
resolved to acquit themselves with gallantry in the defence of the 
place, and they sustained and returned the enemy's fire with un- 
daunted resolution. They remounted cannon, the carriages of which 
had been disabled ; they repaired breaches, and laboured with sur- 
prising alacrity even when tliey were surrounded by the numerous 
batteries of the foe ; when their embrasures and parapets were 
demolished, and they were exposed not only to the heavy artillery, 
but to the light musketry from the windows and houses in the town. 
By this time the place was invented with an anny of 20,000 men, 
and plied incessantly from sixty-two battering cannon, twenty-one 
mortars, and four howitzers : nevertheless their loss was as yet in- 
considerable, the garrison being mostly protected by casemates and 
•outerrains. 

On the 27th of June the French determined to attempt possession 
by a eoup d€ main. The Marquis de Laval was appointed witli sixteen 
companies of grenadiers, and four battalions in support, to ei If 
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the Quepn*8 redoubt, while the Prince de BeMiYan was to attempt 
tho lunette Caroline, and MM. de Lannior and Mortegmrde were to 
cut <iff all aaaintance fn>ni Fort Marlborough, 8e)wrated finom Fort 
San FelifM* by tlie Caatle San Eatevan. As the enemy approached 
to the awuiult they were mowed down with grape and musketry^ and 
niini*H were aprung with great GfTeet, so that uie glaeis was covered 
with the dying and the dead. At length a lodgment was effected 
in the Qu(>eirB redoubt, and this so suddenly that Lieat.-Ciiloiie] 
JeffrrifR, the 8ec<ind in command, was 8ur|>rised and taken by a fUe 
of Frencii grenatliera, before he knew they were in the work. Major 
Cunningham, who waH with him, escaped capture, but was carried back 
severely wounded. General Blakeney, thus depriTcd of sonio of his 
principal iiiwistants, now calle<l a council of war and proposed a capi- 
tulation SiiniG of tlie officers objected with Tery good reason, that no 
brcaeli had bt«n made in the body of the castle, nor a single caanon 
er(*cted to batter in breach, and that tlie loss of an outwork was 
never a sufficient reasim for auiTcndering a fortress— that the ooanter* 
scarp was nut blown in nor could be, and that finally tho British 
aquudron might be expected back to their relief. These remarks, 
however, were ovemilt->d : a capitulation waa agreed to on tlie 89th<— 
that the garrison should march out with all the honours of war, and 
be convcye<l by sea to Gibraltar, and on the 7th of July the British 
troops embarked for that destination. In a few da}'s after tlio sor- 
n^ndcr of the furt, Sir Kilward llawkc*a fleet, augmented by three 
sliipH of the line which had been sent fn>m England, made its appear- 
ance off the island, and had the mortification to see the French 
coliturs flying upon the castle of San Felipe. The Duke de Richelieo 
liaHtened to Paris to enjoy the ovation of his triumph. Tlie people 
welcomed him on his arrival on the night of the 30th of August with 
the most extravagant joy. Fdtes succeeded fdtes, both in town and 
country, and Voltaire celebrati>d him both as a frieud and a poet; 
but at the court he was received with coldness, and the King had no 
other remark for him but ** Vous voiU, Monsieur le Mar^hal,eumment 
avez-vous tr«iuv6 les fi^uea de Minorquo I On lea dit fort bonnes.** 
Such waa this weak sovercign*a reception of a popular commander. 

4. Naval War. 

Sir Edwanl, disappointed in the hope of relicTing the English gar- 
rison at Minorca, bli»cked up La Galissonnicrc and his fleet in the 
harbour of T«»iilon, and annoyed very conHiderably the commerce of 
the enemy. Undcratanding that the Austrian government at Leghorn 
had detuiiu*<l an Knglish privateer and imprisoned the captain, be 
sent two hhipHof war to insist in a perempt<iry manner on the release 
(»f the hhip. eH*e/ts, crew, and eaptain, which it was thought proper to 
comply with. After having scourt>d the Mediterranean and iiisnllcd 
the enemy's porta, the Admiral returned by way of Gibraltar to 
Kiightnd. In the month of October a FrtMich seventy-four-gun ship, 
the " h^pi'mnce," was taken by the British, and some fifty or sixty 
French prixca, amounting iu value to 180,000/., were carried into 
Jamaica. 
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6. Trial and Death of Admiral Byng. 

When the ill-fated Byng arrived under arrest at Portsmouth, the 
people were with difficulty prevented fram tearing him to pieces. 
The same rage prevailed all over the kingdom. It required a cap- 
tain and sixty dragoons to bring Byng up to London, and save him 
from summary execution on the road. It was expected that he would 
be lodged in the Tower, but he was committed a close prisoner to his 
own apartment in Greenwich Hospital. The first victim offei*ed to 
the enraged multitude. was General Fowke, who had been deputy- 
governor of Gibraltar. He was now brought to trial for having dis- 
obeyed orders that had been transmitted to him by the Secretary of 
War, touching the relief of Minorca. Fowke alleged that the orders 
were confused and contradictory, and implied a discretionary power, 
and that he' could not have spared any part of the garrison of 
Gibraltar, which was threatened, without depriving himself of the 
power of its proper defence, and this he showed by reference to 
the numerical amount of his force. Be that as it might, when the 
trial was finished and the question put to acquit or suspend the 
General for one year, the court was equally divided, and in such 
eases the casting vote being vested in the President, he threw it into 
the scale against the prisoner, who was pronounced guilty, and his 
Majesty thought fit to deprive him of his regiment. 

Byng had been removed from Greenwich Hospital to Portsmouth 
harbour, to await his court-martial, which took place on board the 
"St. George'* on the 28th of December. The charges against him 
were seventeen in number. The trial lasted till the 27th of January 
following, when it was unanimously agreed that he fell under the twelfth 
article of war, and that they had no alternative but to pass sentence of 
dea^ upon the unfortunate man. However, in transmitting this sen- 
tenee to the Board of Admiralty, a letter, signed by every member, 
was addressed to their lordships, which concluded thus : — ** We cannot 
help laying the distress of our minds before your lordships on this 
oeeasion, in finding ourselves under the necessity of condemning a 
man to death, from the great severity of the twelfth article of war, 
part of which he falls under, and which admits of no mitigation if 
the erime has been committed even through an error in judgment; 
and therefore for our own conscience sake, as well as in justice to 
the prisoner, we pray your lordships in the most earnest manner to 
recommend him to his Majesty's clemency.'* Nothing is more un- 
eommon than the execution of a criminal whom the judges have re- 
oommeuded to the mercy of the crown. The fate of Byng then 
rested with the King and the King's advisers. The latter imme- 
diately referred the question to the judges, *' Whether the sentence 
was a legal sentence." Nobody however had questioned its legality, 
tnd the judges replied " they were unanimously of opinion that it 
was a legal sentence." The Gk>vemment was thus left by the judges 
to the full diseretion of his death, and selected to pronounce that what 
was law should be carried into execution. Accordingly on the I6th of 
Febmaryy 1767» Lord Temple, George Hay, Thomas C. Hunter, and 
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Cilliort Klliott, coiitniiHMioiuTM for o\(*riitiiip; the offico of I^)r(l 11 

Aiiininil, Hif;noil tlio wnrrant for iiiHiotiiiK tlu* punihhment of lU 

on Adiiiiriil Ilvii);. Oiio iMinmiHMioiitT, Adniii'nl I*'orlN*}i, rt^fuMct: 

HJ^ii it. Tho iloimo of (Niuimoim iiitcrfcivd hy tntrttiliioiiig h hil 

rcli'HMo till' uiriiilt«*i*H (if tlio court martini from th(*ir (»atli of H(*rr« 

Hiul th«* day for tho t>xoi*iition of tlio Hoiitciico wan ncTonlinf>Iy 

Hpiiod till tlio Mtli of M.irch ; but tlio hill wan ivlrottMl by tho Lo: 

and from tluM time Iuh MajrHty, it was undorNtood, wuh doti'rmiiioi 

HuifiT tho law to tako itH coui'no. For m^von montha Hyiig liA<t muITc 

all maimor of indignity, rhmo impriHoniiuMit, iiiid )irt)irui*ttHl aiix 

oil tho doubtful imuo of lifo and doalh. llo had now no Uniffor 

hopo of {mnhm, ho ho prfpart^d himsolf for death with tmnqulllity 

iirnmoHM. TIk* 14th of March waa fixed for llic day of hia exociit 

wlu'ii about noon li«* took Umvo of two fricnda and the cK^rysynmn i 

at tended him, and walked out of the ^reat cabin of tho ** Monanp 

with n tinn dcliberatt« Htep and compoiu'd and reaoluto countenai 

lie found two tilea of mariiieK riMidy to execute tho aeiitence on 

quarler-ih'ck. lie wouhl have miffered with Ilia fari« um*overed, 

was |M>rMuaded that hia Imtka mi|;;ht pitibably intnnidate the niari 

fitMii taking pr«>per aim : then he Hubmitted to have n lmndker«'l 

tieil over hia eyea, and kneeling down on a cuahion, he dn>)ipe 

Hi^inil, the niarinea tired, and he fell dead in an inatant with 

balla throu};h hia luNly. The time coUHumed in bringiuf^ thia trag 

to a iMmcluHitm did not exc<*fd lhre<> minutea from the Admir 

I walk lug out of the cabin till hia remaiua wen* depoaited in 

cotrm. 

The "judicial murder** of Admiral \Ut\^ ia admitted by the 
partial judgment of poaterity to have been a reproach ii|>om the i 
adminiNirationM who demanded thia HAcrifuv. lie wna vietiiiiixi>tl 
the Duke of Neweaatle and Lord Anaon, and by their aui^ct'amtm 
ottiee, the Duke of DevonMhire and Lonl Temple, which last, na**! 
Lord,*' gave I he Hjincii<tn of hia Higiuiiurt* to hia death. The tribu 
befiirt* which he waa tried accpiitted him exprt^aaly of ctiwardiee ) 
tr(>aehery, and complained of the atrictneaa and m»verity of the I 
wliirh obliged them to nw'nrd the puniHhment of death U)Nin n aec 
dary charge. The court exeiied il^elf to obtain a ii'miaaion of 
Kenieiice, in juatice to him and in relief to their own cona(*ienci* ; 
an inexorable government refuaed to niitigiite the penalty, wh 
Nubji»et(*d to A ctiwanra death an otlleer who had on every occas 
dJHpIayed akill and bravery in hi»« pntfeaaion. Hyng waa the mm i 
inoHt gallant aii*e, but he wam a mai'tinet in Iuh profeaaioii, and c«dd i 
haughty in hia mannera. lie w aa enalii ve«l by an habitual d(*a|Hinden 
and by a panaion for routim* and ingid diacipline, which had nlWi 
r«>ndered him unp«tpular in theaiTvict*, and which deteniiineil him 
thia oceaaion to ke(>p hia line eiitiiv, becaua«* he tHUiaidei-iHl an ir 
giilar tight aa dangeroua: yet charity will almiMit aulnu*rib«« to 
nieinorabli* inacription which haa la«en placed alaivu hia n*iitaina 
the family vault at South-llill, in HedfordHhire, that he** fell a mar 
"to |H>liiicAl iieraecuiion at a time when bmvery Aiid loyalty vtvrv 
"■uUlcient actcuritiea for tho lifo and honour of a naval officer.*' 
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« 0» Wab in Germany. 

The plan of the Emprera Queen wns to bring an army of Musco- 
vitee hito the heart of the Empire, and to throw them nnd the Saxonn 
npon Frederick in nn unguarded moment; but no prince wan so 
little likely to be " caught napping '' aH the King of PrusHia. Marshal 
Schwerin and General Zirthcn were at this time out of humour with 
their fovereign. Though a connummatc judge of military merit, yet 
through his whole life Frederick had been ready to affVont hin bent 
officem. The flnt care of the politic King was "to whistle them back/* 
which he had always a ready tact tn do '* when he pleased.*' His next 
Btep was to clear himself in the minds of hin generals, that he was not 
wantonly drawing down the tempest of war upon his country. Ho 
ftccordingly summoned them to Potsdam, and communicated tn them 
that he could not prevent a war, which had become inevitable : he 
therefore ma<le known to them the plan he had formed to frustrate that 
of his enemies, of which he had been informed, and for which he had 
ilready made the necessary arrangements to set his troops in motion 
before the enemy could carry out their intentions into execution. 
The same evening, in August, Frederick whinpered at supper to Sir 
Andrew Mitchell, the English ambassador, that he wished to see him 
tn camp on the following morning. " Here," said he, *' are a 100,000 
men setting out this instant they know not whither ; write to your 
master that I am going to defend his dominions and my own.** 
'*Sire,** returned the Ambassador, **let us hope that by the help of 
Qod we shall soon force our enemies to a desirable peace.** *' By 
the help of God 1** exclaimed the King, *' I did not know He wos one 
of your allies.** ** Yes, sire,** said Sir Andrew, ** and the only one 
who coats us no subsidies.** 

7. Thr Kino op pRuastA bbizbs Saxony. 

An army consisting of seventy-one battalions and eighty squadrona 
took the field cm the 20th of August, and the Seven Years' War fairly 
began, when the first corps, commanded ity the Duke of Brunswick, 
marched from Magdeburg through Halle to Leipsio. Beiore setting 
his troops in motion and entering the Electorate, the King pub- 
lished a declaration, pnttesting in the most solemn maimer that 
he had no hostile views against his Polish Majesty or his do« 
minions; that his troops did not enter Saxony as an enemy; that 
he only seized it as a sacred *' depositum,'* and a means of pro- 
tecting his own territory, threatened, as lie had reason to believe, by 
the union of the King of France, the King Elector, the Csarina, 
and the Empress Queen; that he would take cara that his troops 
ihiiuld maintain the best order and the most exact discipline ; and 
that he desired nothing so nmch as the happv minute when he 
eoald have the satisfaction of restoring his lierMiitary dominions to 
bis Polish Majesty. As the first mark of his afiection, he ordered 
Leipeie to pnivide tlie army with all sorts of provisions, according to 
a eortain rat«, on pain of military execution. That Mune evening 
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notice was given to the corporation of merchants that their deputies 
should pay to him all taxes and cuHtoms ; and he took poNsession of the 
magazines of com and menl for his own soldiers. The King in penon 
marched by Wittenberg, Torgau, and Keseelsdorf, and on the 8ih of 
September took possession of Dresden with the bulk of his army. 
At the same time that Frederick entered the Electiirate, Biarsbal 
Schwerin appeared in Bohemia with thirty-three battalions and fifty- 
iive squadrons, having marched from Nachod to Nenstadt. A eon- 
sidemble corps under MarshHl Keith was detached to Johannesdort 

I Tlie King of Poland with his two sons at once repaired to a strunr 

I intrenched camp, between Pima and Kdnigstein, whither ha bad 

I ordered all the troops of his Electorate to assemble, provided with a 
numerous train of artillery. Here all the resources of nature and art 

I combined to protect in safety the Sax<m army. It would hare been 
madness in the King to attempt its assault at the risk of sacrificiiig 
his whole army at the very first enterprise. Accordingly he deter- 
mined to blockade the Saxon camp, and taking up a p<iwti«Mi near 
GniSH-Sedlitz close to Pima, there he resolved to starve them out. 

This sudden occupation of Saxony excited the amazement of the 
world, and Frederick's enemies were of course not backward to 
represent the act as a breach of the general peace. The Emperor 

! of Germany addressed a remonstrance to his Majesty requiring bim 
in the must parental terms to desist from his unexampled, highly 
criminal, and most culpable rebellion; and at the same time he 
called upon the generals and officers of the Prussian army to aband<m 
their impious lord, that they might not be participators in his guilt. 

I As a reply to these charges (which he had anticipated), Frederick 
resolved on publishing a whole series of documents from the Saxon 
archives ; and in order to preclude the possibility of any question of 
their authenticity, he at once seized the original documents. The 
Queen and the rest of the royal family were left in Dresden, and the 

• archives, which were to have been sent to Poland for security, had 
been transferred to her Majesty's bed-chamber, of which the k^ was 

I in her sole possession. She was as inveterate an enemy to Frede- 
rick as the Empress Queen, and the King well knew it; but neither 
tears nor supplications could avail her ; she was obliged to surrender 
the key ; the presses were opened and the recor£ dispatehed to 

j Berlin. A few days afterwards a detailed statement taken from the 

■ original documents was given to the world. 

8. The PBUssuro enter Bohkmia. 

j On the first intelligence of the Prussian irruption Marshal Brown, 

I with the army from Prague, hastened to the relief of the Saxora. 

On the 23rd of September he broke up his cump near Kolin, but he 

I found that the Prussians had anticipated his intentions by advancing 

I into Bohemia with 24,000 men. On the 28th the King and Keitb weie 

inf<}mied that the Austrian army was ready to advance. The Saxons 

were so completely hemmed in in their camp at Pima, that they 

could not obtain their suppliea, which they began to want very aenaibly. 



1766.] THE BATTLE OP LOWOSITZ, OE LOBOSITZ. 177 

The King of Poland found means to convey to the Austrian court in- 
telligence of the imminent peril in which he found himself. Thus 
matters stood when hostilities were commenced on the 13th of Sep- 
tember by a detachment of Prussian troops, who attacked an 
Austrian escort with a convoy of provisions designed for the Saxon 
eamp; and having routed them, they carried off all the loaded 
waggons. The Austrian corps, under Marshal Brown, accordingly 
received orders to take decisive steps to relieve the Saxons; and 
Brown immediately concentrated his troops for this purpose at Budin, 
and prepared to cross the Eger. Marshal Keith, however, kept watch 
on the movements of this Austrian corps, while Frederick himself 
maintained the blockade of the camp at Pima. These troops possessed 
themselves of the narrow passes coimecting Saxony with Bohemia, 
and kept the King informed of all the enemy's motions. His great 
aim was to prevent a junction of the Saxons and Austrians. Two Aus- 
trian armies were at this time ready in Bohemia to oppose the Prus- 
sians ; the one commanded by Brown ; the other was collected near 
KttnigsgrKtz, under the orders of Prince Piccolomini. Both these had 
to be kept in check by the force under Marshal Schwerin. The Prussian 
Kiogy leaving 40,000 men to continue the blockade of Pima, hastened 
to assume in person the command of Keith's army, and detached the 
Dnke of Brunswick with six battalions, eleven squadrons, and 400 
hussars, to observe a corps that Brown had sent under General 
Wied to NoUendorf and Peterswald. The Duke drove them out of 
these places, and encamped near Aussig ; he also reduced the fortress 
of Tetschen and fixed himself near Johanncsdorf. The Prussian 
eorpe under Keith received orders to proceed to Tirmitz. Here the 
King joined him on the 20th of September, forming his advance in 
two columns, and put himself at the head of an advanced guard of 
eight battalions, with ten squadrons of dragoons, and eight of hussars. 
He marched on the 30th by Tirmitz upon Welmina, where he arrived 
at eight in the evening ; and without being aware of the proximity of 
the Austrians, he suddenly found himself in face of iifty-two bat- 
talions, seventy-two squadrons, and ninety- eight guns, under the 
command of Marshal Brown, posted with their right on Lowoeitz or 
Loboeitz, and their left on the Eger, on the point of passing the Elbe 
tn the relief of the Saxon army the very next day. The rest of the 
King's army came up the same evening, and were formed in batta- 
lions, and squadrons in line, one behind the other. It consisted of 
twenty-six battalions, fifty-six squadrons, and 102 guns, under the 
command of the King and Marshal Keith. 

0. The Battle of Lowositz, or Lobositz. 

As soon as day broke on the 1st of October the village and the 
surrounding objects *' were seen as through a crape " in consequence 
of a heavy fog : when this cleared up Frederick took his generals to 
•how them the ground, and explain the plan by which he proposed 
to attack. This done, he put his infantry in motion to occupy a 
mountain known by the name of Homalka, which commands the 
neighbouring country to Sulowitz. His centre advanced to the 

Vol. II. If 
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■ mountain Loboech, which slopes with its vineyards towards the plun 
of Lowositz, and un the east aide of this mountain is a ravine scarcely 

■ passable. He had some skirmishing with the enemy in taking up 
his ground, but the fog was so thick that he could 8cai;pely see more 
tlian its rear-guard, posted in the town of Lowosita with a battery of 
twelve guns in front, and the cavalr}* in tlie plain behind. Between 

j Lowositz and the village of Sulowitz a strong body of their infantry 

I was intranehed with artillery, and their left wing was oorered by the 

I roarHlies of a rivulet. 

I The engagement commenced at seven in the morning with irregalar 
firing that lastetl till eleven o'clock, when the weather cleared up. 
Frederick, having by this time got his troops in poutioOf detenninei 

' to assail the enemy's cavalry, and advanced thirty squadrons, who at- 
tacked them with vigour, and drove them under ^le fire of their gnn>» 
which opened on thfir advance and obliged the Prussian horse to 
retire under protection of their infantry. He now sent forward aiity 
squadrons, who charged boldly forwurd on the foe, overthrowing 
every obstacle in their way, but while engaged in pursuit they were 
suddenly assailed on the flank by the Austrian infantry and artillery, 
^%hich obliged them to retire. The King had g«>t a notion that he 
was only dealing with the enemy's rear-guard, but he was now 
convinced that Brown*s whole army was opposed to him. Tlie 
Austrians under cover of their artillery made a great effort to 
dislodge the left of the Prussians from the elevated position which 
it had taken up on the hill of Loboech. The King reinforced his 
left wing, keeping it close to the Elbe : at the same time he 
advanced twenty-four battalions under Marshal Keith to attack the 
village of Lowositz. Marshal Brown supposing that all would de|iaid 
on the |H>ssession of this village, threw a strong force into it, and 
supported them by the whole of his right wing. Here the Prussians 
met with so severe a resistance that they exhausted all their powder. 
The Prince of Bevem turning to his men with a cheerful countenance, 
8aid he was glad they liad no more, as he was convinced the enemy 
could not withstand them at the point of the bayonet, and imme- 
diately he placed himself at their head and penetrated into the town. 
They drove the Austriaiis out of it, and set the suburbs on lire. 
Brown immediately withdrew his troops from the Tillage, and 
ordered the Prussian right wing to be attacked from Sulowitz ; which 
with the exception of such brigades as had been detached to the lefti 
had as yet taken no part in the action ; but the Austriana could effiwt 
nothing against it, the few troops which passed the rivulet not being 
able to form under the mountain Hunialka ; for the King never lost 
sight of that flunk on which he rested his ho|>es of victory. At three 
in the aftei*no4in the Austrians desisted, and retired to Budin on the 
other side of the Eger, destn>yitig all their bridges over that river and 
the Elbe ; and this result is an example of victory alwa}'a renuuning 
to that general who can produce the last reserve. Sonne pieces of 
cannon and colours, and prisoners were taken on both lidea, and 
each of the combatants claimed the victory. At Vienna there was a 
nine days* service for those who had fallen in the battle, on which 
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the wito remarked, ** Es ist eiu Dauk)^bet, daas es utis erU'ttj;licli 
geganK^n ist^" The loss ou both Bides was nearly equal; the 
Pmssians lost in all 2984, the Austrians 3308. Two IH'ussian 
j^enerals were killed, and three Austrians ; and after the action 
Frederick was nearly killed himself when asleep in his oarriaice, by 
an Austriiin ball that struck the bottom, and would have carried off 
both his legs, had he not fortunately placed them on the opposite 
seat. The victory certainly had the effect of preventing a junction 
of tlie Austrians and Saxons, and this having been the object of tlio 
battle, the Prussians had the best right to claim the victory. The 
Saxons, however, remained faithful to their colours : they supported 
the aeverities of the season and the extremes of famine and wretch- 
edness with exemplary courage, and as all hope of relief vanislied, 
they resolved to seek to elude the vigilance of the Prussians and light 
their way, sword in hand, through their foes. Private messengers 
were accordingly sent to Brown, and he forthwitli directed a corps of 
8000 men to take the Prussians in the rear, and endeavour by an 
active oo*operation to relieve the Saxons. On the Uth of October 
be sent word that he had crossed the Elbe near K5nigstein, and was 
prepared to make an attack between Rathtmansdorf and Jiorgsdorf ; 
in pursuance of which determination he passed the Elbe and marched 
by Neustadt to Lichtenhain, where he formed a camp. On the 13th, 
at three in the morning, the Saxons under tlie command of Count 
Rutowski passed the river undiscovered by the enemy ; thev tried to 
form on Lilienstein, a high mountain near where they had crossed 
the river, but it was impossible f(»r want of space, and they then 
drew up in some disorder around Eberheit. At a given signal the 
Austrians were to attack the Prussians, but the fury of the elements 
en that night prevented the signal fixim being recognized, and Urown 
remained in position. The Saxons soon perceived that the PruHsians 
were in possession of all the passes, and that they were surrounded on 
every side. Brown, not having notice of the Saxtms* march, remained 
in position, until finding his situation beconiirig every moment more 
eritical, he did not dare to advance, and at length retired into Bohemia. 
Seventy-two hours were passed by the exhauHted Saxons under the 
naked canopy of heaven, without food or sleep, waiting for the 
ii};nal from Marshal Brown. Nothing remained to them, almost 
starved and frozen to death, but to lay down their arms and sur- 
render at discretion. By this capitulation 17,000 men were made 
prisooers of war, and eighty pieces of cannon delivered to the King of 
rmssi*. The officers were liberated on parole, and their standards 
were restored, but Frederick compelled the troops to enter into his 
servioey appropriated the revenues of the country, and treated 
Saxony as a conquered province. The King of Poland being thus 
deprived of his electoral dominicms, with his troops, arms, artillery, 
and revenue, retired with his family, in all expedition, from Ktfnig- 
f stttn to Warsaw, for which he was contented to ask and receive 
pasiports and posthorses by the favour of the conqueror. The army 

^ It is a thanksgiving lor its having gone tolerably with us. 

N 2 
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commanded by the King of Prussia took up its quarters in Saxony. 
On the other side <»f Bohemia the army of Piccolomini was kept in 
check by Marshal Schwerin, who advancing by Glatz into Bohemia, 
destroyed all the subHiBtence) and foraged under the Tery cannon of 
the Austrian camp. After the surrender of the Saxons, this Pmasian 
army took up its winter-quarters in Silesia. 

10. War in Nobth America. 

Very sanguine expectations had been entertained by Great Britain 
of carrying out a successful campaign this year in North America, 
where the war had originated, and where the British interests were 
supposed to be most at stake. The Government resolved to take on 
itself the whole weight and conduct of this war, instead of leaving it, 
as hitherto, to be carried out by the provincial assemblies, who were 
all at variance among themselves. Accordingly four battali<ms of 
regulars, disciplined by experienced officers, were raised in the oo- 
htnies, and two additional regiments were sent out from the mother 
country. The Earl of Loudun was appointed Commander-in-Chief 
of all the British forces there, and General Abercrombie succeeded 
Shirley as second in command. The plan of operations was promia- 
ing. It was proposed to reduce the fortress of Niagara, sitoated at 
the junction of the Lakes Ontario and Erie, in order to cat off the 
communication between Canada and Louisiana ; to besiege the Fort 
du Quesne, the principal post of the French upon the Ohio, and to 
take Ticonderoga and Crown Point, that the fi^ontier of New York 
mi(;ht be delivered from the danger of invasion. Albany waa ap- 
pointed the place of rendezvous. Here Abercrombie arrived on the 
6th of June, and took the command of the forces assembled, conast- 
ing of about 4000 regulars, including the American battalionn, four 
independent companies belonging to New York, and a regiment of 
militia from New Jersey, a considerable body of men raised by the 
New England Provinces, and four companies levied in North Caro- 
lina. His army, though perhaps too small to have completed the 
very extensive plan of operations laid down, was yet ox sufficient 
strength to have performed very essential service if it had entered 
immediately upon action ; but General Abercrombie delayed the 
execution of every part of the plan until the arrival of Lord Loadon, 
which afforded time for the French not only to take preoantionB at 
their leisure against any attempts, but to proceed unmolested hi their 
ambitious scheme of reducing all the British fortifications in the 
neighbourhood of the lakes. The Marquis de Montcalm, who pos- 
sessed a bold military genius, had succeeded Dieskau in the eon- 
mand of Canada. He immediately invested Oswego, and reduced it 
in a few days. The garrison, consisting of 1600 men, were made 
prisoners of war, besides whicli seven armed vessels, 121 pieces of 
cannon, and fourteen mortars, with a great quantity of ammunitkn 
and provisions, also fell into the hands of the conquerors. The Eari 
of Loudon arrived at Albany on the 29ili of July, and found a force 
assembled there of which he now took the command, to the nomber 
of 2600 reguUrs, and 7000 provincials. The immediate object of 
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Loudon WEB the relief of Oswego ; and on the 12th of August General 
Webb began his march with a detachment towards that place, but 
the garrison had capitulated on the Hth, and on arriving at Wood's 
Creek he received the news of this event. Webb, apprehending an 
attack from the besieging army, took immediate precautions to 
render the creek impassable, while the enemy, ignorant of his 
numbers, did not venture to attack him, and he retired unmo- 
lested. 

11. War in the East Indies. 

Admiral Watson being joined by a division of ships fitted out at 
the East India Company's expense, and liaving on board a force, which 
had recently arrived from England under Clive, sailed on the ^t\^ of 
February, and with the co-operation of the Mahrattas, made an 
attack on Gkriah, the head-quarters of Angria, the pirate. Angria 
was absent from his stronghold, but his wife and family remained 
under the protection of his brother-in-law, who, being summoned to 
surrender by a message from the Admiral, replied that he would 
defend the place to the last extremity. In consequence of this 
refusal the whole Britiah fleet in two divisions sailed on the 12th 
iuto the harbour, and sustained a warm fire from the enemy's bat- 
teries as they passed, as well as from some small armed craft called 
grabt, posted in the harbour for its defence. All these, however, were 
soon silenced after the ships were brought to their stations. Be- 
tween four and five in the afternoon, a shell being thrown into one 
of Angria's armed vessels set her on fire, and the flames communi- 
cating to the rest, they were all destroyed, and the conflagration 
reached the fort. Clive and the troops now landed and sent a flag 
to the Governor to demand a surrender, which being rejected, the 
English ships went near to the beach, and opened fire with renewed 
vigour the following day. About one o'clock the magazine of the 
fort blew up, and they hung out a white flag ; but the parley proving 
ineffectual, the fire was renewed and continued till after five, when 
the white flag again appeared, and the fort surrendered uncondi- 
tionally. An intrigue had been early discovered, that the Mahrattas 
were in treaty with the garrison, to surrender the fort to them, and 
DOW, upon its being delivered up to two captains of the army, these 
people offered a bribe to them of 50,000 rupees to permit them to 
take possession of the fort for their chiefs. This was of course 
immediately rejected and disclosed to Colonel Clive, who took effec- 
tual measures to frustrate the design. 

In this place, which had been reduced with inconsiderable loss, 
there were found 200 pieces of cannon, six brass mortars, and a 
large quantity of ammunition, with money and effects to the value 
of 130,000/. There were hard contentions between the land and sea 
services as to the division of the booty, and Clive claimed more than 
the naval officers were prepared to yield : Admiral Watson resisted 
his claim, but proposed to make up the deficiency from his own share, 
and actually sent tlie money. Clive expressed himself sensible of 
the Admiral's disinterestedness, and firmly declined the offer ; but 
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it is admitted with regret by th^ historian of these actionn, ** that a 
spirit of phinder and passion for the rapid accuroulntion of wealth 
now actuated all ranks of both services.*' Clive had returned to 
India with the appointment of Governor of Foi*t St. David, and after 
these services were concluded on the western coast, he formally 
entered on the duties of this office in the month of Jane ; but he 
had scarcely remained two months in this quiet post when the aid of 
his military talents was called for in Bengal, and, accordingly, he left 
his covernment at the end of October. 

While engaged with Admiral Watson in reducing the dangerous 
pirate Angria, and taking Geriuh, his capital, with all his treasures, 
news had arrived at Madras and St. David's from Calcutta, which 
created not more horror and resentment at the Presidency than it did 
consternation and perplexity. As early as the year 1640 the agents of 
the English East India Company had obtained leave to build a factray 
at Ilooghley, a town situated on the river of the same name, a branch 
of the great river Ganges, about 100 miles from the sea, and the prin- 
cipal port of the great and rich province of Bengal. But the officers 
of the Mogul government, which ruled all that part of India, objected 
to their erecting any thing which resembled, or which might be con- 
verted into, a station of defence — the Court of Delhi at that time 
disdaining to allow in any part of its dominions the appearance of 
any sovereignty but its own, or the erection of a single bastion by any 
European power. The same jealous policy that prohibited the English 
from erecting fortifications, also forbade the introduction of military 
force. An ensign and thirty men to do honour to the prinot|)al 
agents, were all the troops whom the company was permitted to keep 
at Hooghley. 

In lf>90 a rebellion against the Nabob brought devastation on 
the European settlements, and accordingly the English, Dutch, and 
French companies applied for, and obtained permission from tlie 
Mogul to put their several settlements in a positiim of defence 
against the conmion enemy. The English then built Fort William, 
at Calcutta ; the Dutch raised some walls and bastions round their 
factory, about a mile to the south of Hooghley ; the French, with 
no less diligence and more skill, fortified Chandemagore, two miles 
lower on the river. On the death of the Nab<ih, or more properly 
the Soubahdar of the provinces of Bengal, Berar, and Orissa, the 
supreme authority devolved on his grandson, Surajah Dowlah, a 
weak and tyrannical prince. The new Soubahdar was known to 
entertain unfavourable views towards the English, and circumstances 
cons]>ired to point his resentment early against their factory in Bengal. 
The Governor and council of Calcutta had refused to deliver up to 
him a noble refugee, who had solicited and found a temporary refuge 
in their settlement ; and this circumstance confirmed him in his lios- 
tile resolutions. Enraged at their refusal, the Soubahdar, who was 
actually on his march to reduce a refractory dependant to obedience, 
abandoned this object in order to turn his arms against the English. 
Alleging that he had heard the English were strengthening their 
'urtifications, he forthwith presented himself with an army of AO^OOO 
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men before the English factory at Cossimbazar, which immediately 
surrendered without an effort being made to defend it, and the chief 
of the fiictory, a Mr. Wells, was seized. 

12. SiEOB OP Calcutta — Thb "Black Holr." 

Within a few days the enemy's guns were heard at Calcutta. The 
garrison there did not amount to 200 men, of which not more than a 
third were Europeans, and few, if any, had ever been in action : an in- 
efficient militia formed from the Eumpean and native inhabitants, it 
is true, existed, but it was said of them that scarcely any one among 
them knew the right from the wrong end of their muskets. The 
works of Fort William were of the meanest description, and consisted of 
four weak bastions, mounting ten guns on each, with curtains of brick 
about four feet thickness. It was altogether inadequate to sustain a 
protracted siege, and had it indeed been of greater strength, the supply 
of ammunition, even if in good condition, would not have sufficed 
for three da}V expenditure; but a great part of it was spoiled by 
damp. The stock of provisions within the place was not more than 
equal to a few weeks* consumption of its crowded population. Madras 
and Bombay were too distant to hope for assistance or relief from 
them, and accordingly application was made for aid to the Dutch 
and French authorities. The answer of the former was an unqualified 
refusal. The French less diigged, but more insolent, offered to join the 
English if the latter would quitCalcutta, and remove their garrison and 
effects to Chandemagore. Under these circumstances a sum of money 
was then offered to the Soubahdar to purchase his retirement, but it 
was refused. To add to the dilemma all authority within the settlement 
was at an end : from the time that they were confined to their own 
defence nothing was to be seen but riot, disorder,and confusion. Every 
body was officious in advising, and no one was properly qualified to 
command. On the 18th of June it was resolved to remove the female 
resideuts at Calcutta, and such effects as could conveniently be carried 
away, to a ship lying before the fort. Conscious of the inability of 
the inhabitants to hold out, Mr. Drake, the governor, called a council 
of war at two in the morning of the 19tli, to determine whether 
they should not all endeavour to escape to the company's sliips 
in the river; and although the council broke up without coming 
ti any positive determination, Mr. Drake, and Captain Miiichen, 
the commandant, hurried into a boat that lay at the wharf and 
pusillanimously deserted the place. Abandoned by those whose 
especial duty it was to protect them, the deserted community pfo- 
ceeded to take measures for establisliing some authority in the stead 
of that so unworthily renounced, and Mr. Uolwell,a member of coun- 
cil, assumed the command with the full consent of all parties. 

For two days after the flight of the Governor the defence was 
maintained with little skill, but considerable resolution. The out- 
p«iets were furiously assailed and defended with much courage, but 
were all carried in the short space of a few hours, and the con- 
sternation of the garrison became excessive when they found them- 
selves eooped up by the enemy within the walls of the fort. The 
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besieged threw up signals by day and exhibited blue lights by night, 
calling on their fugitive companions to assist them. The fugitives 
looked coldly on at these signals, while the.flames bursting from all 
parts of the town testified still more amply to its occupation by 
tlie foe and to the destruction of all their merchandise, as well 
as to the distress of their besieged countrymen, yet not a ungle 
effort was made to interpose the slightest assistance. There laj' 
in the river more than sufficient tonnage to remove every thing from 
Calcutta, but the ships, one by one, eJipped their cables, and stood 
out to sea: yet a single sloop with fifteen brave men on board 
might, in spite of all the efforts of the enemy, have come up, and 
anchoring under the walls, have carried away all who now remained. 
Mr. Holwell displayed the utmost promptitude and spirit in his 
defence, but all his gallant efforts were found insufiBcient to preserve 
the fort The ramparts were won: some few creeping along the 
slinie of the river escaped, but many throwing themselves headlong 
from tlie bastions, were cut down by the enemy's horse who scoured 
the country. On the 20th of June one of the Nabob's officers 
appeared with a flag of truce; a parley ensued, but before any 
articles of capitulation could be settled the troops of Surajah Dowlali 
forced open one of the gates and entered : consequently all became 
prisoners, but none were put to the sword. Then ensued the horrid 
tragedy of '* The Black Hole." This was a room only twenty feet 
square with but two windows, into which the prisoners, 146 in num- 
ber, were thrust with brutal atrocity, in the height of an Indian sum- 
mer, and on a night unusually sultry even for that season. It had pre- 
viously been used as the common gaol of Calcutta. Here it soon became 
apparent to the wretched captives that their doom was sealed. In less 
than an hour their sufferings became intense from heat, thirst, and the 
pestilential atmosphere. They struggled with each other to reach the 
windows as their only hope of life. As time wore, some grew deli- 
riou», others insulted the guards to induce them to fire upmi them 
and put them out of their misery. But we shall not dwell upon their 
sufferings. Suffice it to say, that on the following morning, when the 
order came for their release, only twenty-three of the 146 survived. 
All the rest had died in the most cruel torments. Mr. Holwell was 
one of the survivors, who were all sent prisoners to Moorshedabad. 

13. Clive sent from Madras to Bengal. 

All was lost before the presidency of Madras had received in- 
telligence of the danger. Even the surrender of Cossimbazar was 
not known there till the 15th of July. Disturbances with the native 
princes were too common to excite much surprise or induce any 
alarm : nevertheless a detachment of 200 men was forthwith sent off 
to Bengal under Major Kirkpatrick. On the 5th of August news 
arrived of what had occurred at Calcutta, and excited the fiercest 
and bitterest resentment The cry of the whole presidency was fiir 
vengeance. Within forty-eight hours after the arrival of the intel- 
ligence, an expedition was dtftermined on by the council after some 
discussion, in which Omie the historian claims the credit of having 
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urged the necessity of sending a force sufficient to act with vigour 
and effect against the Soubahdar, and of suggesting Clive as the 
leader of the expedition. Colonel Lawrence was in every way quali- 
fied for the command, and would without doubt have been nominated 
to it, but from the state of his health. The appointment, however, of 
CUtc was warmly approved of by his early and undeviating friend, 
G>lonel Lawrence, and it would have been strange if in this emergency 
he had been passed over. The naval command was given to Admiral 
Watson : his squadron consisted uf five ships, and in these with five 
transports under his convoy the force was embarked, consisting of 
900 Europeans and 1500 sepoys. On the point of departure, however, 
they were deprived of the royal artillery, and of the King's guns and 
stores, by the pertinacious refusal of Colonel Adlercron, a king's 
officer, who would not suffer them to proceed unless he had the com- 
mand. They were all consequently disembarked. 

On the I6ih of October the expedition sailed, but it had to make 
its way against adverse winds, and it was the 20th of December 
before all the ships, except two, arrived at Fultah, a village on the 
Hooghley, at some distance from Calcutta. The absence of the two 
missing ships seriously diminished the efficacy of the force. One of 
these, the ^ Cumberland," which bore the flag of Admiral Pocock, 
second in command, was the largest in the uquadron, and had on 
board 260 European troops ; the other, a company's ship, named the 
** Marlborough," contained the greater part of such artillery as they 
bad. The detachment under Major Kirkpatrick, which had been dis- 
patched from Madras on the arrival of the news of the fall of ^ossim- 
bazar, was at Fultah, but was not in a condition to add materially to 
the strength of the Biitish force : for of 230 men who had originally 
composed it one-half had perished, and of those who survived only 
thirty were fit for duty. Reinforcements were expected from Bombay ; 
bat Clive determined neither to wait for them, nor for the arrival of 
the two missing ships, but to move at once upon Calcutta. The 
Nabob was revelling in fancied security at Moorshedabad, when he 
received news that the English armament was in the Hooghley. He 
instantly ordered all his troops to be assembled and marched towards 
Calcutta. On the 27th of December the fleet quitted Fultah, and the 
next day anchored at Moidapore, where the troops were disembarked 
for the purpose of marching to Budge Budge, a fort of some strength, 
about ten miles distant. The march thither was one of dreadful fatigue 
and occupied sixteen hours. The country was such as could not be 
travelled under the most favourable circumstances without extreme 
labour, and the troops on this occasion had not only to encounter 
the ordinary difficulties of the ground, but had also to drag two field- 
pieces and a tumbrel loaded with ammunition. After such a march 
it may be well believed that the troops stood in need of rest, but 
unfortunately they resigned themselves to it without the common 
precaution of placing sentinels to guard against surprise. Moniohund, 
the Nabob's governor of Calcutta, was in the neighbourhood with a 
force of upwards of 3000 horse and foot. He was apprised of the 
movement of the English, and, about an hour after they had lain 
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down to sleep, commenced an attack. Clive promptly made the 
iiecessury dispositions for repulsing the enemy, which were executed 
with precision and effect. The enemy were driven back, but wfire 
still prepared to dispute the fortune of the day, when a shot paasuig 
near the turban of Monichund, so astounded the gallant commander, 
that he instantly turned his elephant and fled with his whole force. 
Although the British troops were in this affair taken at a disad- 
vantage, the result seemed to have impressed the enemy with a con- 
viction that they were not to be despised. The following day was 
fixed on by Clive for an assault on Budge Budge; but in the evening, 
a drunken sailor having straggled to the ditch, crossed it and 
scrambled over the ramparts: finding no sentinels he ahoated 
to the advance guard of the British force that he had taken the 
fort, and on their proceeding to join him it was found that the plaoe 
was really evacuated. Monichund had fled away to Calcutta, whrae 
leaving a garrison of 500 men, he went ofif with the rest of Ms force 
to Hooghley. 
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1. War Iff Tiiis Kawe Imhiks* 

(••leuttA, After tho dlnehnr^fi ttf a f«w »hot«, wim abandoned to th« 
Rnglifth, who, on tho 3nd of Janunry, onc« moro became maatem of 
a |>lao« from which th«y had been no \fi^unn\n\nun\y expelled, but 
whfre the Hritifih standard wmm turn again plant4^d, and wh«?re it yet 
n*maina, marlcing tlie neat of government over the prostrate throne* 
and milliona «*f the lodinn continent, Ctive loMt no time in talcing 
poaveHHion. He found tiiat the merchandiite t>elonging to the company 
nail luckily eMat>ed the flamea.and had nitt been pillaged, having been 
reaerved for the Houbatidar himwdf, bnt tlie tiouMea of all private 
individufiUi and their propertv were ranMciced and removed. The 
Hrltifih dietertnined to pUMh their NUcceNM in tiie direction in widch 
Monioliund lia^l flftd, and at once detached a force to attack Hoogliley. 
The uniU'd forces Arrived before it on the lOth of January, and the 
flec*t having battered the fort and mafle a breach, though barely 
practicable. Captain (*cM)te waa directed to Htorm it. The garriiion 
no MotMier perceived the Kngliiih in the rampartM than they quitted 
their po«t«,and maile their eHcape at a Nmall gate, when Clive entered 
without firing a muiiket, and, after plundering and deatroyiug it, 
fell back u]>on ('alcutta. 

2. ClIVK ATTACKSn BY SURAJAII DoWLAH. 

Inceniied at this Muddcn Ions of all hi» conquoMtit, and at the 
demolition of Hoogliley, the Houbahdar awiemblod a large force, 
fully renolved to expel the iiritiMh out of hiii dominion*. On the 
Srd of February he waa fieen advancing in full march towards 
Calcutta, with 20,0<H) honnr and 16,000 foot, determined to Uke 
ample vengeance for the disgraces he had sustained, and he 
•neamped within a mile of the town, (/live having obtained some 
reinforo4*roentN from the fleet, to the extent of 000 seamen under the 
command of Csptain Warwick, drew out his forces and advanced, 
nothing daunted by the vast display of numbers, against the enemy, 
it three in the morning of the 4tn of Fol>ruary, at the head of his 
hybrid force of about lAOO men. This little army, making their 
wsy in a fog, suddenly received the charge of a large l)ody of PersUin 
horse, whioh they gallantly repulned. Within a few moments the 
British were up to the onemv, whom they instantly attacked both in 
front and rt* ar, and this so vigorously, that the Viceroy after a feeble 
resistance retreati'd with the losa of 1000 men, killed, wounded, snd 
tiken prisoners, grest numbers of diNtinguishod officers, and 600 
horses and elephants. Though the extent of the advantage waa leas 
(leciaive thnn could liave been wished, yet it sufficiently intimidated 
the Houbahdar, who was perfectly astounded at the audacity of 
attack. 

Notwithstanding, however, the bold and sanguine spirit of 
he began to doubt the expediency of persevering in hoatilitiet. 
advance of the 8oul)ah(iar had deterred the oountrv peopli 
bringing provisions either to the town or to the army. The go^ 
was, moreover, apprised that war had commenced in Europe 
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justly apprehensive that the French, who had & garnMm not far from 
the present seat of war, containing nearly as many Eurupeans as the 
English, might take the field, and if they effected a junction with the 

. Soubahdar it could not be regarded without apprehension. The 
promises of the Nabob were large, the chances of a contest doubtful, 
and Clive consented to treat, though he expressed his regret that 
things should not be concluded in as glorious a manner as be eonld 

I have wished. The negotiations were carried on chiefly by two 
agents, Mr. Watts, a servant of the company, and a Bengalee of the 

I name of Omichund; and on the 9th of August & treaty was eoncladed 
by which the Soubahdar agreed to restore the company's factories 
and to permit the British to fortify Calcutta, and coin money in their 
own mint. 



3. Clite captures Chander^iaoork. 

The treaty was, however, no sooner condnded, than the Nabob 
formed new designs against the company. It was disooTered that 
the French were in correspondence with him, and that he was 
intriguing with Bussy at Clumdemagore to drive the English out of 
Bengal. Mr. Watts was kept constantly employed at Mooishedabad 
counterworking these intrigues, and though Clive was fearful of 
irritating Surajah Duwlah by a resumption of hostilities, yet both he 
and the Admiral resolved to avail themselves of their armament to 
attack the French settlements in Bengal. The Soubahdar now laid 
aside his reserve and threatened to interfere with violence in defence 
of his ancient allies. Some members of the council, indeed, enter- 
tained scruples as to the propriety of commencing hostilities against 
men with whom but a few weeks previously they had been in nego- 
tiation for a neutrality. It was, nevertheless, part of Clive's in* 
j structions to attack the French settlement at Chandemagore, and 
• Clive had constantly maintained the necessity either of enforcing a 
neutrality, or of immediately attacking the settlement. Admiral 
Watson was opposed to a neutrality, and unwilling to attack the 
French without the permission of the Soubahdar, with whmn they 
had just entered into a kind of alliance. While affairs were in this 
j state advice was received of the arrival of Admiral Pocock in the 
i " Cumberland,*' with part of tlie missing troops which liad been 
' dispatched from Madras, and also of a reinforcement of 300 men 
from Bombay. A correspondence ensued between the Admiral and 
the Soubahdar, and some expressions in the reply of the latter were 
construed into a permission to attack the French : the hesitation of 
I the Admiral therefore gave way, and they determined to strike & 
decisive blow, and accordingly the fleet and the army were put in 
I motion. 

Colonel Clive began his march to Chandemagore on the 18th 

■ of March, on which day the Admirals, Watson and Pocock, 

j arrived within two miles of the French settlement with the " Kent," 

** Tiger," and " Salisbury," men-of-war. They found their passage 

up the Ganges obstructed by a strong boom laid across the river, 

vid by several vessels sunk in the channel. Bat these diflScalties 
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were soon removed, and the little Bquadmii Rdvancing on tho 24tli) 
drew up in a lino before the fort, which wan cannonaded with groat 
npirit for three hours. The land force, conniBtiu)^ of 700 Kun>peanfi 
and 1000 natives, took poBHemion, without difHculty, of all the out- 
)to«ts except one redoubt, mounted with eight pieces of cannon, which 
they left to be silenced hy the Admiral. The "Cumberland*' could 
not be brought up the river in time, and Admiral Pocook, unwilling 
to be disapp<»inted of a share in the approaching attack, took to his 
l>arge, the oars of which were nlied day and night till he reached the 
niaoe of action, where he hoistod his flag on board the "Tiger.*' 
The entire brunt of the engagement that followed was sustained 
by the flag-shi|)8 of the two Admirals in the '* Kent" and the 
" Tiger." Few naval engagements have excited more admiration : the 
Huccesa with which those largo shi|)S were navigated to Chandor- 
nagore and laid alongnide the batteries of that settloment is a subject 
of wonder. The Are of the ships did as much execution in three 
hours as batteries on shore C(»uld havo done in several days. Clive 
nevertheless continued making his approaches on the land side, and 
pla>'ed vigorously from the batteries he had raised. A simultaneous 
oaimonade had continued from sunrise, when, after an unremitting 
flro of several houra, a flag of truce was displayed, and at three 
o'clock the fort surrendered by capitulation. Tho garrison con- 
sisted of 900 French troops, 800 inhabitants and sailors, and about 
UOO sepoys: the place was mounted with 123 pieces of cannon and 
three mortars, and was well provided with all kinds of nmmunition 
snd necessaries. The French loss in killed and wounded amounted 
to upwards of 100. A hotly of tho Soubahdar's troops were stationed 
within Uie bounds of Chandemagore nroviously to the attack, which 
liad belonged to the garrison of Hoognlcy, and were under the com« 
inand of Nuncomar : on tho npproacn of the English, however, they 
had been withdrawn, lost, as the commander alleged, the victorious 
standard of the Soubahdar should be involved in the disgi*ace about 
to overtake the French. The principal advantage of the capture of 
Chandemsgore arose from its very groat Importance to the French 
commerce ui India, and its loss ruined a settlement which could not 
l)at have interfered considerably with the further advance of the 
Eagllah in those parts. 

4. CUVK ADVANCES AQAtNST TtIR NaDOB. 

Alarmed by this success of the English, tho Soubahdar thought it 
necessary to assume an appearance of cordiality towards the victors. 
He addressed letters of congratulation to Clive and Watson, but he 
began to regard the English with still greater ft>ar and still greater 
iiatred. The weak and unnrinclplod mind of tlie Soubahdar oscillated 
Itetween servility and insolence. One day he sent money to Calcutta, 
the next dav Jewels to Uussy, the French commander, exhorting him 
to defend him against Clive, <* tho daring In war, on whom," said his 
highneu, "mav all bad fortune attend." In the mean time hia 
wretched mabMiministration, his folly, his dissolute manners, and his 
k»ve of the lowest company, disgusted all olaases of hit subJectSi and 
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ft forroidftbl* eonMeney wtm formed ftgaiimt him, in wbieh « 
eluded liin owti tninuiter of ftnance, the principal cvrommnder 
troop«, and tlie richest banl(er in hii» doniiniomi. It wae < 
tliftt with ftuch a monarch no terinn could be maintained, ani 
h<»ldly augi^etited that the liritiuli idiould concur, by meami 
nativea hin nubjecte, in effecting a revolution in the govemn 
liengal. The plot had been conftded to Mr. Watta, the i 
agt'nt, and a eommutiicatioii wae now opened between the maloi 
at MiNirehedabad and the c<immittee at Calcutta. The com 
was conducted by Meer Jaffter, a diMtinguinhed eommandifr, 
relation of the Soitibahdar, and eotne bankers of great influen 
authority in the f»roviiice« A treaty was ac(M>rdiiigly conclude 
a plan concerted for the defection fr«>m the Nabob. Treaties 
by Jaffier were reeeiv<;d in (Calcutta on the 10th of June. < 
12tli the troops at Calcutta, with a party of 160 seamen frt 
fleet, marched to join the remainder of the British force at Cli 
nagfire. All was now rea<ly for action, and Mr. Watts fled a 
from Moorsliedabad. Clive nn^ite to him befortt he left, ^Tel 
Jaflier ^> fear nothing ; 1 will Join him with 6000 men who 
turned their backs, and will stand by him as long as 1 have 
Iftft.*' On the 13th of June Clive put all his forces in motion, I 
100 seamtfii in garrison, in order ttiat every soldier might 
liberty for service in the Add. The force that now proceeded 
march consisted of 060 European infantry, 160 artillerymen, i 
ing Afty seamen, 210U sepoys, and a small number of ^ topass 
Indo- Portuguese, in all about 3000 men, wttli eiglit fleld-piec« 
one or two howitzers. On putting his troops in muiiun, Clive 
to the Soubahdar reproaching him with all his evasiims and c 
dealings, and concluded by announcing that, as the rains were 
to set in, and many days would ela(>se l>efore an answer could 
him, he and his soldiers would do themselves the honour of i 
on his highness for an aiMwer. Suraiah Dowlah replied U 
terms of indignation and defiance, and uistantly assembled his 
force at Flassey, amounting Ut 60,000 men, of whom 16,001 
cavali^, and upwards of {<trty pieces of cann(»n. It had been . 
that Meer Jamer should separate himself from the Nab(»b ami 
over his divininn to (Jlive ; but as the decisive moment appro 
the fears of the c<inspirttt<»r 4iVffr|>owere(l his ambition. On th 
of June the llritish force Untk possession of Cutwa, where th«ry 
an immense store of rice. The Hooghlcy here flowed betwe 
two armies, and to cross it was to provoke an engagement. 
was in a painfully anxious c«mdition ; he could place no eooftdi 
the sincerity, or in the courage of his confederate, who now 
critiosl moment delayed to fulfil his engagements and retamc 
Hive answtfrs to his remonstrances. Whatever confldenee be 

fiUce in his own military talents, and in the valour and diaci| 
lis troi»ps, it was no hght thing to attack an army twenty tii 
numerous as his own. On this occasion lie had recourse to an 
dient little in accordance with the bold and independent ehara 
hm mind, lia called a council of war, ai which be propoa 
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qtiestion, ** Whether in the existing situation of the BritiHh force it 
would, without assistance, be prudent to attacic the Soubahiiar, or 
fortify themselves in the position they were in until the monHoon was 
OTer. The majority pronounced against fighting: indeed, it is very 
rare that a council of war decides for battle, for, as a commander 
oever consults his officers in this authentic form but when great 
diflkmlties are to be surmounted, the general communication in- 
creases the sense of risk and danger which every one bringH with 
Um to the consultation. In the council, which was attended by 
twenty officers, thirteen voted for delay, and seven for immediate 
ittaek ; amongst these latter was Major Coote, afterwards so dintin- 
gaiMhed as Sir Eyre Coote. Clive declared his concurrence with the 
majority, but scarcely had the meeting broken up when his mind 
misgave him. He retired alone under the Bhude of some trees, and 
pMsed near an hour in thought : he came back determined to put all 
lu the hazard, and gave orders that every one should be in readiness 
ior passing the river on the morrow. Sixteen years afterwards Clive 
observed that he had never called but one council of war, and if 
lie had abided by its advice the British could never have been 
masters of Bengal. On the 22nd of June, at sunrise, the BritiHh 
passed the river Hoogiiley, which it took them eight hours to do, 
and at the cltMie of a toilsome dav*s march they arrived nt Plnseey 
an hour after midnight, and took up their quarters in a grove of 
mango trees within a mile of the enemy. 

6. The Battle of Plassbt. 

The English commander was not a little disconcerted to find at 
daybreak of the 23rd of June that the Soubahdar's army covered 
witli an immense force a prodigious extent of country, and occupied 
a camp intrenched with artillery. Clive had been unable to sleep, for 
be had heard through the whole night the sound of drums and cymbals 
from the vast camp of the Nabob. It is not strange that even his 
Btont heart should now and then have sunk, when ho reflected against 
what odds and for what a prize he was about to contend ; nor was 
the rest of Surajah Dowlah likely to have been quite peaceful, 'flie 
greatness and near approach of a crisis is enough to appal any man 
who distrusted his captains, and dreaded every one who approached 
him : thus he sat gloomily in his tent, scared, it may be thought, by 
the shades of those who had cursed him with their last breath in the 
Black Hole. 

The enemy's army was discovered to be already in motion with 
the dawn. Masses of troops were seen advancing through many 
openings of the camp. Guns of the largest q^libre accompanied 
them, some mounted on large wooden stages supporting guns and 
their gunners, drawn by forty or fifty horses, and by a number of 
elephants gorgeously clothed in scarlet cloth and embroidery, which 
Ust added greatly to the magnificence of the spectacle, if they con- 
tribut^id but little to the strength of the attacking force. They 
moved in columns of 41100 or 6000 men each, cavalry and infantry, 
interspersed with artillery, for the most part 32-pounder8 and 
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24 {xmnders; and they marched as if intending to surround the 
EngliKh force as far as the river would permit. The battle eom- 
nienced at eight a.m., with a cannonade from all the enemy's gnns, 
which did little execution, and was promptly returned with such good 
effect, as to produce considerable havoc in the Nabob^s ranks. A party 
of some forty or fifty Frenchmen, under the command of M. Seinfray, 
eiideavour*'d to induce some of the Soubahdar's troops to follow him 
to an attack, but such was their mistrust of each other, that no natiTe 
commander would have dared to venture forward singly, for fearsome 
other commander, suspected of attachment to the British force, should 
fall upon him ; his invitation was, therefore, disregarded, and he re- 
mained to direct the Nabob's guns. Clive finding that the fire of the 
enemy's artillery was felt too severely by his troops, quitted the grove 
in which they had been drawn up, and took up a positioo behind a 
bank. The enemy thereupon advanced their heavy artillery nearer, 
and fired with great rapidity, but with little effect, for the English 
troopH escaped the shots by sitting down under cover of the bank : 
upon this Clive, putting himself at the head of a detachment, gained 
])088es8ion, without the loss of a man, of the embankment on whieb 
Seinfray with his guns had been placed. About noon a heavy shower 
of rain so damaged the enemy's powder that their fire became feeble^ 
but the Pjnglish managed to continue firing with considerable effect 
Colonel Clive seized this opportunity to take possession of a tank 
with Iii^h walls, a post of consequence, by the fire of which he had 
been much annoyed, and this the enemy in vain endeavoured to 
retake. Several of the most distinj^uished officers in Surajah Dow- 
lah's service had fallen. Moodeen Khan, one of the most able and 
faithful of his generals, fell mortally wounded by a cannon-ball. 
The Nabob, who had hitherto remained in his tent, flattered with 
aHsurances of victory, was overwhelmed by this great miafortane: 
his own terror increased every moment, and disorder began to spread 
through his ranks. Meer Jaffier, or one of the other conspiratoni 
suggested the expediency of retreating. This insidious advice, agree- 
ing as it did with the Soubahdar's own fears, and with what hii 
own terrors suggested, was readily received. He ordered his army 
to fall back. The oxen were yoked to the guns, and the whole army 
turned and proceeded back towards their camp. This was about 
two o'clock P.M., but while the army fell back the artillery under 
Seinfray kept up a galling fire, which induced a ]Mtrty under Bfajor 
Kilpatrick to move forward and attack them. Seinfray seeuig him- 
self unsupported retired, but carried off his guns. Clive now wind 
the auspicious moment, and ordered all his little force to advance. 
Conspicuous in thsbranks of his army were the men of the 30th r^^ 
ment, who still bear on its colours the name of Plassey and ^e proud 
motto, Primus in Ind'u. Led on by Major Kilpatrick, who was never- 
theless said to have acted without orders, they attacked the intreneh- 
ments, and the capture of the redoubt followed. All the field-pieeet 
were now brought to the front, and a vigorous cannonade commeneed 
on the enemy's camp. Symptoms of confusion within eneoiiraged 
Olive about five in the afternoon to attack an angle of the eamp, and 
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an eminence near it ; both were carried ; and by this happy move- 
ment victory was placed in the hands of the British earlier than had 
been anticipated. A general rout ensued ; the camp baggage and 
artillery of the enemy became a prize to the conquerors, guns were 
abandoned, horses and bullocks spread over the plain, and the dis- 
comfited host fled on every side. In an hour the forces of Surajah 
Dowlah were dispersed never to reassemble. The enemy wore pur- 
sued for about six miles, and it is supposed that they lost in the 
action and during the pursuit 600 or 600 men. With the loss of 
sixteen sepoys and eight Europeans killed, and some forty-eight 
wonnded, Clive had scattered an army of nearly 60,000 men, and 
tobdued an empire larger and more populous than Great Britain. 

During the greater part of the day Clive had remained uncertain 
of the intentions of l^eer Jaflier. This man had in truth given no 
assistance to the English, apparently determined to shape his course 
according to circumstances, to watch the turn of events and join the 
party to which victory inclined. It was reported that when Moo- 
deen Khan was killed the unhappy Soubahdar sent for Meer Jaflier, 
and casting his turban at his feet, implored him by the respect 
due to their common ancestor, Aliverdi Khan, to defend the throne of 
his successor. Late in the day a large body of troops was observed 
on the flank of the English, whose object it was not easy to ascertain. 
This was the division of Meer Jafiier, and although at first regarded 
with suspicion, and kept at a distance by some field -pieces, it was 
observed that when the general retreat began they kept apart from 
the Soubahdar's army. Clive then became satisfied both that they 
were the troops of Meer Jafiier, and that they would no longer act in 
support of the Soubahdar, and it was this that had encouraged him 
to make that last attack upon the enemy's camp which had secured 
the victory. Surajah Dowlah fled from the field of battle with all 
the speed with which a fleet camel could carry him, and arrived at 
Moorshedabad in little more than twenty-four hours. There he called 
his councillors around him, the wisest of whom advised him to put 
himself in the hands of the English, but his terror of them induced 
him rather to flee ; so that, disguised in a mean dress with a casket of 
jewels in his hand, he let himself down from a window of his palace, 
and accompanied by some favourite women, and by the eunuch who 
governed his seraglio, embarked on the river for Patna. He was 
taken, brought back to his capital, imprisoned, and ultimately put to 
death ; but his death came fi*oro one of the few on whom he had a 
daim for gratitude, Meerum, the son of Jaffier. The Nabob had 
only just completed the twentieth year of a profligate and scandalous 
life, and the fifteenth month of a weak and cruel reign. 

6. Consequences op the Vtctort. 

Cblonel Clive pursuing his advantage followed the fugitive troops to 
Dandpore, and next day to Moorshedabad, the capital of the province. 
Here Meer Jafiier joined him, and was received with military honours 
at the English camp. This, indeed, alarmed rather than gratified him^ 
dnce he felt soihe doubts whether his treason in the council would be 
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regarded by the English as compenaatinff for his neutrality in the field, | 
but his fears were allayed when Clive with apparent cordiality saluted j 
him as Simbahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. A few da>-8 after- 
wards he was led by Clive hunself to the musnud in the hall of audienee 
at Moorsliedabad, and received the formal h^miage of the principal 
oflieei's and dependants of the government. The new sovereien was 
now called upon for the performance of the pecuniary stipmatiom ! 
agreed upon by the treaty. By this the celebrated merchant Omichnnd i 
was to receive thirty lacs of rupees, which sum had been promiaed a* ! 
the price of his secrecy and assistance. He had tlireatened indeed to j 
betniv the whole transaction to the Soubahdar, but Clive was not a 
man to do things by halves. He was more than Omichund*8 match in ' 
Oniichund's own acts : he knew the man was a villain, and thought | 
that any artifice to defeat his artiiice was justifiable. He therefore ! 
drew up and signed a double ti'eatj* — one in red, and one in white — j 
the former real, and tlie latter fictitious. But Admiral Watson had 
scruples about signing the latter, and declined to do so. Clive, not 
to be thwarted, got the Admiral's name forged to it. This was not , 
merely a crime, but a blunder. British valour and British inlel* 
ligenoe have done less to extend and preserve their Oriental empiro 
than British veracity and good faith. The scandal by which AdinirmI : 
Watson's name became attached t4> the treaty is one of naked dis- 
honour, which not all the greatness of Clivers glorious deeds can ever 
totally etfuce from his character. 

The eiiniiuen>r returned in triumph to Fort William. The joy of • 
Meer Jufiior was as unbounded as had been his fears, and led him to 
bestow on his preserver a princely token of gratitude. Clive ac* 
cepted twenty laos of ruj^ees, and it would only liave cost a word 
to have made it forty. When his conduct upon this occasion was 
S4)nie years afterwanls investigated before a Committee of the House 
of Ciininions, and Clive was taunted with having received such sum, 
he started up and said, **When I recollect entering the Nabob's - 
treasury at ^loorshe<labad, with heaps of gold and silver to the right : 
ami left of me, and tht^se crowded with jewels,*' here he violently ' 
struck his hand to his head, and added with an oath, ''at this 
moment I stand astonished at my own nitMieration.'* The quit-rent 
which the Vjiat India Company were bound to pay to the Nabob ; 
for the extensive lands held by them to the south of Calcutta ■ 
auiouiited to near 30.000/. a year: the whole of this splendid estate, '• 
sufiii'ieut to supi>oi*t with dignity the high rank of a peer, was conferred 
by the comi>any on Clive, and he was raised by the sttvoreign to an 
Insh peei*age. The British people, as was natural, greeted with pride ! 
and deli>;ht a ca])tain of their own, whose native courage and self- 
taught skill had placed him on a }>ar with tlie greatest ucticians of ' 
the age in other lands. Meer Jatfier*s gratitude did not stop with ] 
Clive. Mr. Drake, the governor, and the other members of the 
committee, received two lacs and upwards; Mr. Watts obtained ; 
ei^ht lacs; Major Kil()atrick three lacs; and others in proportioQ | 
to their services ; while the seamen and soldiers were also liberal^ I 
awarded for tlanr sliare in the conflict. 
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The vast importance of the victory of Plassey haa been often 
dwelt upon by the historians of British India, and *' no more deci- 
siFe battle " was ever fought. It decided the question of the future 
gOFemment of India. It decided the question of England's great- 
ness in the scale of nations. It decided that a hundred and fifty 
millions of Asiatics should receive their laws from, and be indebted 
for their civilization to, a little island on the outskirts of Western 
Europe, which had been sunk in poverty and barbarism at a time 
wb^i India was the storehouse of gigantic wealth, and the home of 
the arte and sciences. No victory that was ever gained has had a 
more decisive influence on the destinies of the world than the victory 
won by Robert Clive over Surajah Dowlah, on the 23rd of June, 1757. 

7. Clive defeats a Dutch Abuament in the Hooohlet. 

Before Clive left India he had yet another triumph. The gratitude 
of Meer Jaflier did not last long: he was soon alarmed lest the 
principal ally who had set him up might pull him down again. He 
looked around him for support, but he knew it would be impossible to 
find it among the native princes. The French power in Bengal was 
extinct, but the fame of the Dutch was great in the Eastern seas, and 
accordingly several communications soon ensued between the court 
at Moorshedabad And the Dutch factory at Chinsurah. The autho- 
rities of Batavia, eager to extend tlie influence of their country and 
to share in the wealth which had raised so many Euglish aidven- 
turers to opulence, listened to the application, and seven large ships 
frt>m Java appeared unexpectedly in the Hooghley, with a military 
force on board consisting of 1500 men, of whom about one-half were 
Europeans. The enterprise was well timed, for the events that had 
occurred in the Carnatic since Clive quitted it had induced him to 
■end back large detachments to Madras, so that his army was now in- 
ferior in number to the Dutch reinforcement : he had indeed recently 
remitted home a great part of his prize-money through the Dutch 
East India Company, which gave him a strong interest in avoiding 
any quarrel, nevertheless he was satisfied that if he suffered the 
Batavian armament to pass up the river to join the garrison at 
Chinsurah, Meer Jaffier would throw himself into the arms of these 
new allies, and the English ascendancy in Bengal would be jeo« 
pardized. He must, indeed, have known that the English ministers 
at home would nut wish to find a war with Holland added to that in 
which they were already engaged with France, and might disavow 
his acts, but having considered it well, he took his resolution with 
characteristic boldness, and was most ably seconded by his officers, 
particularly by Colonel Forde, to whom he entrusted the most im- 
portant part of the operations. 

The Dutch attempted to force a passage. The English encountered 
them both by land and water. On both elements the enemy had a 
great superiority of force: on both they were signally defeated. 
Their ships were taken, their troops were put to a total ro 
Almost all the European soldiers, who constituted the main stre 
of the invading army, were killed or taken. The conquerors 
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Willi Kat down bororu Oliiimurah, and the ch'mfH of that HctUeineni 
hniiHMliatcly anocded to tlio t(.*miH that Clivo dictated ; which wen 
to build no fortifirationH and to raifio no tro«)pR in the countiTr, bui 
ni(*r(>Iy to retain wliat wiih nccoHHary for the ])oHce of the factory 
niid ht; inHiHt<.>d that n violation of these covenants should be instani 
oxpiilmon from Denial. 

TJHi French under M. Law, havinfi^ failed to join Surajah Dowlml: 
in time to take part in th» l>attl() of IMHWM'y, rtitreated after hi^arinf 
of itH roHults to liuhar, wlicn? tiiey were well r(!ceiv(!<l by tile HindiK 
^(iv(>rnor, a man Htroiif^ly attached to the family of Aliverdi. Tliest 
now o(^cuHionfMl Honn* nnxictioH, and as Jafiicr had no trust in hif 
own tnuipH, Major ('Ooto wuh MMit with a BritiHh force to assert hii 
authority. Thoy procetMled in boats, but long before they could resell 
I'atna tin; French ha<l b<M>n sent into Oude, where they found a read) 
hhi'ltfT. Coot<; had been iuHtrucU'd to take hostile measures against 
thi; Hindoo governor, but at the same time the Major received hiii 
recjil ho was dire(*te<l to accept his submission, and the troops 
returned into ([uailers at Chandt^niagore. 

n. (/LIVK KKTUllNS TO KUROI'B. AdMIIUL WaTSON DIES, UIl 

Chaiuctkk. 

CMive, having s(>ttled the affairs of Dengal, sailed to Kurope within 
three months after theHt; exploits, and carried wealth enough with 
him to vie with the lirHt grandees of Kngland. He had remitted 
*2'ti),()0{)l. in money, nnd bad invested great sums in jewels, no less 
than 2r),000/. in diiiinonds alone. At the age of thirty* four he 
hail obtained a fortune of at least 40,0()0/. a year. His colleague 
Viei>-Adiniral Watson was not so spoiled by fortune. He did not 
long Hurvive the very brilliant iiehievenient in which he hod Ifome 
HO (liHtiiiguiHhed a part. Hut if the Admiral was not so ntwanled in 
life aH the (leneral, he was more happy in his death, which occurrtNi 
at ('aleutta on the Ifiili of Se|it4>mber following. He was followe<l to 
the grave by a eoneourse of people endeavouring to outvie each 
other in lami'ntiitions for the loss of a man who was r(*s{MH!led and 
ri'vered, and to whoHo memory th<*y afU'rwards erected a marble 
reeord. His meritorious H«>rviees were rewarded by his sovereign 
with a banmet<*y to his family; and a superb monument was raised 
in WeHtmiuHter Abbey at the Hf>le expense of the f^st India Com- 
pany, *' as a grateful t<>Htiniony of the signal advantages which they 
iuid obtained by his valour and eonduct." 

i). War in tiik Carnatic 

Whilst Madras wsh d<>uuded*of troopH to aid the cauw in Bengal 
the French under M. d'Auieuil wen> not idle. Their garriiions were 
drained of their effi'etivi* men, and the duti<*s left to l>e |N!rfomi«*<l by 
invalidH at I'ondicherry, in order to S4>t at liberty a force anmnnting 
to HMH) Europeans, IfiO Kuropran cavalry, and IWiHi sepoys, with some 
fii>l(l-piec(;s, with wliieli forr(* the Frt^neh ctmunander cm the 21st 
of May suddenly menaced Trichino|>o|y. (Captain Calliaud was in 
'^innnand, but at the moment hapi>ened to be absent from Uiat 
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place. He had marched away to make an attempt to reduce the 
fort of Madura by surprise, in which he had failed ; and while pre- 
paring to repeat the attempt, he was suddenly recalled on the 2i8t of 
May by the news that the French were in sight of Trichinopoly. 
Captain Smith, who held the chief command there in the absence of 
Captain Calliaud, found himself bombarded on the 15th, and was 
even sanmioned to surrender : indications of an attempt to carry the 
pUce by assault were made, when on the evening of the 25th Captain 
Calliaud with his force arrived upon his return from Madura within 
about twelve miles of it. The town was garrisoned by 150 European 
infantry, fifteen artillerymen, 700 sepoys, and about 1000 native 
troops; but there were also inside another body of men whose 
absence was under such circumstances much to be desired. These 
were 400 French prisoners, who had contrived to maintain a corre- 
spondence with their countrymen without. Every approach by 
which Captain Calliaud could enter was guarded, and he was aware 
that he had spies mixed with his troops to give information as to the 
precise route he designed to take. These persons were suffered to 
pnrsue their avocations undisturbed, and Calliaud even sought to 
make them available to his own purpose. He selected to all appear- 
ances the road that he intended to take, and even pursued it for about 
six miles until it was dark. The spies, satisfied that they were in 
possession of the intentions of the British commander, hastened to 
eonununicate this to their employers: Calliaud then changed his 
track, and striking across the rice-fields by no beaten road, and 
marching seven hours with incredible fatigue through the swampy 
ground (being knee-deep in mud), he arrived at daybreak on firm 
ground and within sight of Trichinopoly. Captain Smith immediately 
drew out his garrison and field-artillery to prevent any attempt in 
the bombarding force to intercept them, but none was made, and 
Calliaud with his party entered the fort amidst the shouts of their 
comrades, their commander marching at their head, but so worn 
down by anxiety and fatigue that he had to be supported by two 
grenadiers on arriving at the fort. The enemy were still ou the 
watch at the point indicated by the spies, and did not suspect that 
they had been misled till the triumphant discharge of twenty-one 
pieces of cannon announced it. The French immediately raised the 
blockade and retired to Seringham, and thence back to Pondicherry. 
Trichinopoly was thus saved; and Calliaud, satisfied that it was 
secure, returned to Madura in July ; when the Presidency at Madras, 
in order to make a diversion in favour of Trichinopoly, resolved on 
making an inroad into the enemy's country, and entrusted the com- 
mand of a detachment to Colonel Adlercron to lay waste the town of 
Wandiwash, a place of some importance. This veteran of the old 
school was so slow in his operations, that he could not get possession 
of the Pettah, or throw a few shells into the fort, before M. d'Auteuil 
returned from Seringham, when the Colonel hastily set fire to the 
town, and fell back with the loss of ten men wounded to Madras. 
The French in retaliation now ravaged the company's territorv at 
CoDJeveram, and at length obtained possession of the impoi 
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factory at Vizagapatam. The Mahrattas alHO made an Inrtmd into 
I Arcot, and were only withheld from doing further damage by the 
I payinr-nt of a heavy huiii under the apiNjlUtion of ekouU, all which 
I gri.'atly diMpiritf.^l the Kngiinh Hettlem. 

I Karly in September a rather aingiilar occurrence took place at 

j Pon'Iich<;rry. A French fleet of twelve HhifM auddonly appeared in 

I i'oiiilicJKrrry roadn. Hy the council at Fort St. David it wa« taken for 

j a liritihh M|uadron from iiengal : a m(«Henger waa acct>rdingly sent to 

, congratulate the Adnitral and tit convey him acmie infommtion which 

! it waH clcHirahhi to connnunicate. The mitMHcnger, finding his mit- 

I take, allowed himM'lf to he taken priaoner, and contrived to secrete 

th(; ieitf?r between two pliinkH of tlie boat in which he had proceeded. 

I'lic H([uat\r(m provird to be one under the command of M. Uouvet. 

, and it bad an KurofM'an regiment on bfmnl under the command of 

the MarquiH de Soupirea, with Home battering cannon and mortarnyat 

well an a large Hupply of ahot and Hhell. The letter in the boat wm 

diM;ov('red, and wiia found to refer in the expected arrival of Ad- 

I miral WsLtmm fnmi l^^ngal. TbiH intelligence ho much diHConcerted 

Hon vet, that liaving baHtily landed the triH>pH, he refuaed to dis> 

embark the artillery and heavy amnmnition on account of the time 

r(;qiiir<-d Ut land them, and to take in ballaHt tft Hupply their plaee; 

and the H({uadron suddenly nailed away, to the great aatouiahnient of 

the KiigliKl), who could not imagine that the capture of their mee- 

nt-ui^t'T wiiH the caum.* of tin; imcape of the French fleet. The tlionaud 

I KuropeanH, liowi;ver, whom it had landed from the ahipa gare to the 

enemy wt decidfsd a HUfn'riority, that the Hritiah conld m>t Tentare 

any longer to kfi'p the Add. ('aptain Calliaud accordingly ahnt 

, hiiiis<:lf up in 'JrichinotHdy, and (Jolonela Adiercrrm and Jjawrence 

in MadniH ; whilHt the French obtained poaHfrwiion of Chittafiet^ a 

I>lai:(: of Homo Htr(;ngtli, which waa gallantly defended by tho killadar 

in command. 'JVineonialee and Home other forta of inferior in- 

j porta noe wf;re mum afterwarda added to tho acquiffitionH of the French, 

! who iinm<Mliat<ily mofle arrangenicnta for securing the reTenoei of 

I the dibtrictH which fell into their i>owcr. 

10. War in Noutii America. 

Since the taking of Ouwego in tho jmat year, the French had 
remained maHtcrH of the great lakea, nor crmid the Hritiah prevent 
their adverHariea from collecting the Indiann fnmi all lArta, and 
Hediieing or compelling tlifrm to a<'t in their favour. The Six Nations, 
tli<- only body of IndiauH who pnrmtrved even the Hhadnw of friend- 
Hliip for Kn^land, were abandfincd to the mercy of the French. The 
iiriti><h fortH at the great carrying place wirn; di'moHahed. Wood 
(.'n-'-k ha<l iH^en induHtrioUHly hhut up by Cji^nfral Wi'bb for his own 
Hi'Ciirity, and aeconlingly all communieationH iM'twffen the Uritish 
an'l th<-ir Indian allifH wen; cut off, and the whole frontier lay per- 
fectly uncovcrt'd to the iriuptiona of the Fn^nch and tlieir d«<iw>lating 
Havagc auxiliarien. In the mean time I^rd I^udon was taking the 
beKt HtepH he conld Ui unite the iSrittah provinces, and to raise a 

•Hse Hufficicnt to pn^luce some decisive effect. A fleet was destined 
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to aid his lordship's exertions, and one with thirteen ships of tlie line 
and a convoy had sailed from Cork under Admiral Holboume on the 
7th of May, but owing to the common impediments attending the 
passage of a numerous fleet, it was the 9th of July before they 
reached Halifax, in Nova Scotia, the appointed place of rendezvous. 
Loudon instantly repaired to meet them, and having united his forces, 
they amounted to an army of 12,000 men. 

No sooner did the Marquis de Montcalm learn that Lord Loudon 
had quitted New York with tlie main body of the British force than 
he determined to lay siege to Fort William Henry. This fort had 
been constructed on the southern side of Lake George, as well to 
eover the frontier of the British settlements as to command posses- 
Bi<m of the lake. The fortifications were good, and the place was 
garrisoned by 2500 men under Colonel Munro, while a covering army 
of 4500 men under General Webb was posted nt no great distance. 
Montcalm collected a force from Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and 
adjacent places, which with Indians and Canadians was said to have 
amounted to 9000 men, and with this he advanced against the object 
of his enterprise, having with him a good train of artillery. General 
Webb was unable with his force to obstruct his approach, and the 
French General invested the place on the 3rd of August, and made 
three successive attacks on Fort William Henry, in all of which he 
was repulsed by the vigour and resolution of the garrison. As nothing 
was heard of Webb, Colonel Munro unwisely sent out fmm the fort a 
detachment of 400 men under Colonel John Parker, who were em- 
barked in whale and gun boats, to attack Ticonderoga, a fort that the 
French had built the previous year on the narrow passage between 
the Lakes George and Champlain. They landed at night on an island 
and sent off three boats before dawn to the mainland, which were 
discovered by the enemy and were waylaid and taken. Intelligence 
was had from the prisoners of the ColoneFs whereabout and intentions, 
and accordingly the enemy placed 800 men on board of three bateaux, 
in ambush behind the point where Parker was expected to land. 
Parker mistook these for his own boats, and eagerly put on shore, 
bot was instantly surrounded and attacked with such impetuosity, 
that of the whole of his detachment only two officers and seventy 
men escaped. Montcalm now prosecuted the siege of Furt William 
Henry with increased vigour, but the garrison warmly received the 
attack, and returned the fire with such spirit that they burst nearly 
all their cannon and expended all their ammunition. Nothing, how- 
ever, would induce them to surrender so long as there was hope of 
assistance from General Webb ; for Colonel Munro was sensible of 
the importance of his charge, and, while he was still able, determined 
to maintain his defence, imagining that although Webb was slow in 
his motions, yet that assuredly he would make some vigorous efforts 
either to raise the siege or to introduce ammunition and provision 
into the garrison. At length, after sustaining the siege till the 9th, 
he was compelled to surrender. The garrison was allowed to march 
out with the honours of war ; but no sooner did they lay down their 
arms than the Indians in the French army, disregarding the articles 
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of capitulation, fell upon them and exercised both on thesoldienand 
tlie Indians serving with them every species of cruelty known to the 
savage tribes of North America. Some portion of the regulars, 
however, were saved by the French and conveyed by them to Fort 
Edward. 

11. Conjunct Expedition of the British against LoniSBURO» 

WHICH FAILS. 

The French had profited by the delay of Admiral Holboume's 
expedition to strengthen their fleet at Louisburg, and had collected 
eighteen capital ships of war there, under Admiral de la Mothe, 
ten days before Holboume arrived at Halifax, so that the enemy 
were greatly superior both in the number of ships and in their armm- 
ment. A considerable time was now unnecessarily consumed at 
Halifax in exercising the troops to accustom them to the different 
manoeuvres and modes of attack which they might be required to 
ex(>cutc on the intended service. By this delay the time was con- 
sumed, so that it was the 1st of August before the troops were 
embarked and ready to proceed. A French packet- boat was pur- 
posely, it is presumed, thrown in the way and captured by the fleet, 
and by the dispatches found on board it was stated that 6000 Euro- 
peans, 3000 colonial troops, and 300 Indians defended the town of 
Louisburg, which was said to bo plentifully stored with provisioDi 
and ammunition of all kinds. The receipt of this intelligence neces- 
sarily produced a council of war, which unanimously resolved, under 
8U(*h information, to abandon the expedition ; but both Lord Loudon 
and the Admiral were very much blamed for not attempting a 
descent on ('ape Breton after so much preparation. The troops 
were accordingly immediately sent back and Lord Loudon repaired 
to England, leaving the command to General Abercrombie. Ad- 
miral Holboume continued to ciniise with his fleet, but being far 
inferior to the French, retired to Halifax, where he was reinforced 
by four ships of the line ; he then forthwith returned to his former 
station in hopes of enticing the enemy to come out to sea and engage 
him ; but he was not fortunate enough to do so, and on the 25th of 
September he was overtaken by a most tremendous storm or hurri- 
cane which lasted fourteen hours, in which his shif>s were dispersed 
■ and got exceedingly shattered. The *' Tilbury," 60, was driven on 
shore and wrecked ; the ** Grafton/' 68, was totally disabled with 
loss of rudder, and the whole squadron so much damaged that the 
Admiral, with such ships as he could collect, was obliged to make 
for England as expeditiously as possible ^ 

i 

^ An anecdote is told of Adniiml nolhoumc during this storm which 
• may he of use to his profession. He observed a young officer partirulsrly 
I dilipMit, active, and useful on this tr}'ing occasion; but he took notice that 
I he struck several of the sailors whom he thought slow or remiss in their 
I duty. When the tem})est had suhsided he sent for him. **8ir,** said the 
Admiral, '"I have observed with the greatest pleasure vour diligence and 
"ertions, and I shall in consequence use my utmost e ndeavoun to procure 
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Thus ended the third campaign of the British in North America, 
where with a military force of some 20,000 regular troops, and a 
prodigious naval power, their people in tlie colonies were nevertheless 
exposed to danger rather than defended, and a large and valuable 
tract of country was relinquished in a manner very disgraceful and 
full of reproach to the British name. The accumulated losses and 
disappointments of this and the preceding years rendered it impe- 
rative to retrieve the credit of the British arms. In the month of 
June Mr. Pitt, already the *' great Commoner" and the '^ great 
orator,** had received from George 11, the seals of Secretary of 
State, and great expectations and hopes were entertained of the 
effects of so powerful an accession to the British government at this 
crisis. 

Amongst other strange and wild schemes which got credit at such 
a moment, it appears from the correspondence of Sir Benjamin 
Keene, the British minister at Madrid, that for the purpose of ob- 
taining the co-operation of Spain, it was offered to give them 
back Gibraltar, and receive Minorca in exchange ; but whatever 
was thought, a well-combined and vigorous descent on the coast of 
France was determined on, to give a decisive blow to the French 
marine, and effect a powerful diversion to the war upon the Continent. 
The conjuncture was particularly favourable to such an enterprise, 
for the French at this time had, in a manner, evacuated France in 
order to fall upon Germany with their whole force. Marshal Riche- 
lieu was already in possession of Hanover with an army 90,000 strong, 
and the Prince de Soubise, with another 30,000 strong, was endea- 
vouring to. force his way into Saxony. The few troops left for the 
defence of the kingdom were insufficient, and there were not 10,000 
regulars from St. Valery to Bourdeaux. « 

12. Conjunct Expedition of the British against Rochefobt, 

which fails. 

• In this state of things a conjunct armament was got ready with as 
much activity as possible, and with great secrecy as to its destination. 
Eighteen men-of-war with six frigates, six bomb-ketches, two iire- 
•bips, two hospital ships, six cutters, and forty-four transports sailed 
from Spithead on the 8th of September under the command of Sir 
Edward Hawke, with Admirals Knowles and Broderick under him. 
On board the transports were ten regiments numbering 0000 men 
under General Sir John Mordaunt, with Generals Conway and Com- 
wallis in command of brigades. The highest expectations of success 
were formed in England from the magnitude of the preparations, and 
from the confidence entertained by the public in the abilities of the 
minister, Pitt, by whom the undertaking was said to have been planned. 
A spirit of enterprise was diffused through the whole expedition, on 
board of which Howe, an illegitimate nephew of the late king, whose 
name was shortly to become immortal in the naval annals of England, 

your promotion ; but if I ever know that you strike a seaman, from that 
moment you lose my future favour aud friendship.** 
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and Wuife, of whom she has to be so proud, now first came forward on 
the field of glory. On the I4th it first became apparent to the expe- 
dition that some part of the coast of France was to be attacked, but 
the orders were found to be exceedingly vague : " If Rochefort alumld 
prove too strong, any place on the coast vhere they comld fimd an 
opening^^* was the text of them. On the I9th the whole fleet was stir- 
prised by an order to lie to, the wind being fair, the night clear, and 
the fleet twenty leagues from land. After a delay of eight hours the 
signal was made to make sail, and on the 20th they made the Isle 
d' Oleron, and Hawke sent Knowles forward to stand in as near to the 
Isle d^\ix as the pilot would carry him. On the 23rd, about ei^t 
in the morning, the van led by Captain Howe in the ^ Magnanime,** 
entered the mouth of the river leading to Rochefort, the rest of the 
ships anchoring about two leagues from the island. About noon the 
French opened fire upon How^e from the fort, but he continued his 
course with the greatest composure without firing a single gun. It 
was the characteristic of his whole life ** to be as undaunted as a rock 
and as silent'* At length, having gained the length of the fort, he 
bore down and dropt his anchors as close to the walls as the ship 
could come. He then poured in such a volume of fire that in leas 
than a minute his ship seemed one continued flame. The first broad- 
side pretty well silenced the fort, but it was near an hour before the 
flag was struck. The ^^ Barfleur " came up in time to point a few 
guns, but she was too distant to do much execution. Part of the 
land forces were immediately put on shore, and about 500 of the 
enemy, part soldiers, part sailors, were made prisoners of war. In- 
considerable as was this success, it greatly elated the troops, and was 
considered a good omen both by fleet and army, so that had the 
expedition been carried forward that night, or even next momine, 
every thing might have been expected from such a force. But as if 
not to take the enemy at disadvantage, eight days were now suffered 
to elapse, which were consumed in councils of war to determine what 
was to be done next. Conway proposed to attack Fort Fouras, the 
Admiral proposed to bombard Rochelle. At length, on the 28th of 
September, orders came for the troops to be ready to delMirk at 
twelve at night. At this time the fleet was four miles from that part 
of the shore where thev were intended to land ; moreover two distinct 
encampments of the enemy had been descried a little distance from 
the shore, and in the difliculty of all disembarking at once, it was 
feared that the first debarkation would be overwhelmed before a 
second could arrive to their support. However, although matters 
looked like a forlorn hope, there was not the least unwillingness on 
the part of the troops, who moved with such alertness and expeditimi 
that the boats were filled at least an hour before the time appointed. 
The night was very cold and the sea rough, and the men continued 
in the boats thumping each other and beating against the sides of 
the ships for the space of four hours, at the expiration of which the 
tiH)0})s were ordered to return to their respective ships. The two 
following days were spent in blowing up the fortifications of the Isle 
d'Aix, and it was agreed in a fiiml council of war that the best 
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thing to be done was to return home, fur tlie bad season was 
appruaohing, and the enemy collecting in numbers along the coast. 
On the Ist of Ootober the fleet with the army on board sailed 
away, and arrived safe on the shores of England the 6th of the 
same month. 

Such was the issue of an expedition that raised the attention of all 
Europe, threw the French court into great terror, and cost the 
people of England little less than a million of money. The clamour 
of the British nation was intense. The commander of the forces, 
Sir John Mordaunt, was brought to a court-martial, but he was 
acquitted ; and whilst the expedition itself was likened to the moun- 
tain in labour which brought forth a mouse, so it was now remarked, 
that Byng had been shot for not doing enough, and Mordaunt acquitted 
for doing nothing at all. However, the British nation had this com- 
fort, that though nothing was done, there was nothing undone, for 
the whole armament returned home safe and entire, without the loss 
of any thing but time and money, and with this experience, which is 
unfortunately never beneficially remembered, that the ill success of 
<N>njunct armaments is always owing to want of system and to a divided 
eommand. Campbell, in his ** Lives of the AdmiralB," shrewdly and 
with much truth observes, " Councils of war seldom forebode much 
heroism ; for when a man calls his friends about him on the eve of 
an engagement, and asks them whether he shall fight then or wait 
till next day, there is very much reason to believe he had rather not 
fight at all.^' 

13. War in Africa. 

The British and French had by this time extended their hostilities 
into every quarter of the globe. They have been witnessed to in 
Europe, Asia, and America. They have now to be spoken of in Africa. 
A small French squadron under M. de Kernin had made prize of 
several British ships trading on the Gold Const, and was now pre- 
pared to reduce the castle at Cape Coast, of which, had he gained 
possession, the other subordinate forts would have submitted without 
opposition. Mr. Bell, the governor of Cape Coast Castle, received 
intelligence of M. de Kersin*s intentions, and that he was only a few 
leagues to windward on the coast. His small garrison did not exceed 
thirty white men, exclusive of a few mulatto soldiers; his stock of 
ammunition was found to be reduced to half a barrel of gunpowder ; 
and his fortifications were so inconsiderable and so crazy, that in 
the opinion of nn engineer he could not have sustained the fire of a 
single ship of war properly directed and sustained for more than 
twenty minutes. Few people would have dreamed under such cir- 
cumstances of making preparations for any defence whatever, but 
Mr. Bell was one of those few. He forthwith set himself to procure 
a supply of gunpowder, which he obtained out of some trading 
vessels, whence he also got a reinforcement of about fifty men. 
He mounted some cannon that ho found upon an occasional bat- 
tery, and obtained the assistance of a bodv of 1200 negroes under 
their chief, on whom he thought he coula depend, and he posted 
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them where he thought the enemy would attempt a landing. Tham 
precautions were scarcely taken when M. de Kersin appeared in the 
offing with two ships of the line and a large frigate, which at once bora 
down upon the castle and opened their attack, but all was so well pre* 

Eared tliat they met with a very warm reception, so that after two 
ours they desisted from their fire, and, sailing away, left the cattle 
very little injured by it. Owing to the naval superiority of England 
at this period it was not only sufficient that she could defend her 
own here lis elsewhere, she should extend her power and make U 
felt, and indeed in the course of the summer she did obtain some 
trifling advantages over the French castles and factories oo other 
parts of tlie African coast. 

14. War in Germant. 

King George II. had, however, little reason to be satisfied with j 
the position of his empire at this juncture. At home he was em* 
bari^assed with feuds in his cabinet and the general discontent of 
his people, so that he almost doubted of England ; but he liad slUl 
more alarm for the safety of his hereditary dominions. Hanoter 
was as the apple of his eye and the cords of his heart, and it was 
threatened with a danger tliat seriously alarmed him. He felt him- 
self incapable of meeting the threatened danger with any plan of 
active operations. Pitt and Legge, the new ministers, opposed them* 
selves to his desire to send over a body of British troops for the 
protection of his Electorate. The King was furious, and literally 
*' conspired *' against his own ministers. He sent to his old premiwr, 
Newcastle, to entreat him to resume office ; *' for/' said the irasdUe 
monarch, ^' I do not look upon myself as King whilst I am in the 
hands of these scoundrels, and I am determined to get rid of them 
at any rate.*' Pitt and his friends were dismissed; but fh>m the 
cabinet they stepped to the very summit of a most dangerous popa* 
larity : freedoms of corporations inclosed in rich gold boxes were 
showered upon the retiring ministers from every city and town m 
tiic kingdom. It was the end of March ; and the Duke of Cumbw- 
land, who had been kept ready to go, was now hastily dispatched 
with a military force to Hanover, as soon as Pitt had quitted the 
council. The country, however, remained till the month of Jons 
wholly without a ministry, for Newcastle could get no one to serre 
with him; and the King turned from him in anger to WaldegraTS^ 
who tried in all sincerity, but vainly, to save the King from Sillinf 
prostrate and bound at tlie feet of Pitt. Never was any sovereign m 
so pitiable a plight, for all that could be done in the juncture was 
to unite Newcastle and Pitt, both of whom had fallen under his 
Majesty's displeasure : accordingly, when the IiUer-MiH'uterium was 
ended on the 29th of June, these ministers kissed hands and beoams 
the government. 

15. The French threaten Hanover. 



The Court of Versailles made a great pomt of attempting the 
luest of Hanover. Madame de Pompadour supported the projeet 
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with all her influence, and brought back the old Marahal Belleisle 
into the French King's councils to promote it. Sixty thousand men 
under the Marshal d*Estr^es received orders to mai'ch upon the 
Electorate, and to commence by seizing the estates of the King of 
Prussia situated on the Rhine. To oppose their march the Duke of 
Cumberland commanded 40,000 Hessians and Hanoverians, com- 
bined with 60OO Prussians, and after some unsuccessful skirmishes 
retired before the French advance behind the Weser. Frederick could 
spare no more troops for the defence of Hanover, although he con- 
cluded from the state of affairs in England that there was nothing to 
expect from thence. He accordingly resolved to abandon at once 
the whole territory of Westphalia, and ordered the fortifications 
of Wesel to be razed. Nevertheless the French army at this time 
was sadly weakened by the intrigues of courtiers and the conflicting 
ideas of military government which at this time prevailed. Riche- 
lieu, vain of his success at Minorca, aspired to the command given to 
Marshal d'Estr^es ; while the Count de Maillebois, who had not been 
fortunate in the service, had obtained a reputation as a tactician 
under the new system, and was also preferred before him. There 
was a confused mixture of the new system of Prussia with the old 
one of Marshal Saxe, under which different corps were differently 
instructed, and the discipline of the troops was very much affected 
by all these conflicting councils. 

16. The Kino of Pbussu prepares for the Campaign. 

Frederick, King of Prussia, had need to summon up all his moral 
courage when he contemplated the position in which he stood, but he 
buckled on his armour with characteristic firmness to carry on the 
contest. According to the most liberal calculations he could muster 
altogether about 260,000 men under his flag, while the combined 
forces opposed to him numbered 700,000. He had, as has been 
stated in the annals of the preceding year, been placed under the 
ban of the Empire by legal process, the effect of which was that the 
circles of Germany were required to furnish their contingents of 
men and money in order to carry the sentence into execution. 
A plan for the destruction of the Prussian monarchy was also 
entered upon by the combined sovereigns. Sweden was to have 
Pomerania ; Austria, Silesia ; the duchy of Magdeburg with Halber- 
stadt was to be given to Saxony; and the Westphalian provinces 
were to fall to the lot of France. The Electorate of Brandenburg 
alone was reserved for the dethroned King in case he should 
submit, otherwise it was to be given to the next heir. Frederick had 
nothing left but to make the best use of the means at his disposal. 
He set actively to work in Saxony to obtain money, he reformed all 
the departments of expenditure ; but although he ordered an immense 
quantity of porcelain which he found in Dresden and Meissen to be 
sold for his benefit, he left the palace and the priceless galleries 
untouched. He did not, however, preserve the same moderation 
towards the possessions of the minister, Count de Brtihl, all of which 
be seized for the service. Every thing costly in art and workman- 
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ship had been collected by this nobleman ; but the most remarkiUe 
was his extraordinary wardrobe, which consisted of dresses to which 
a particular watch, sword, and snuffbox was appropriated, all of 
which were catalogued in a book for his daily selection. These had 
been ostentatiously exhibited to the public, which occasioned some 
moralist to remark, ^Montrez moi des Tortus, et non paa des 
culottes.*' 

The yimg not only resolved to turn to account the territory of 
which he held possession with a superfluity of every requisite for his 
army, but he raised seven battalions from it to make up for his 
deficiency of light troops. The Saxons of all ranks, from nmilarity 
of dialect, manners, and ideas, were more inclined towards the Prus- 
sian than the Austrian service, but the Elector made the stronsest 
remonstrances against his own soldiers being thus turned against him ; 
when such representations were made to Frederick, he replied, ** I am 
your monarch as long as I retain possession of the country, therefore 
obey me." An attempt was made to get possession of KSnigstein by 
suq)rise, but Frederick informed the Saxon commandant that it had 
been declared neutral when it had been confided to him, that ha 
looked upon it as impregnable, and therefore any surrender would be 
regarded as treachery, and would incur the penalty of his honour and 
his life. 

17. The Empress Queen prepares her Armies. 

The Empress Queen prepared for the campaign by augmenting 
her forces in Hungary and Bohemia to ldO,000 men, and she made 
the necessary re(juisitions to her allies for the contingents they had 
engaged by treaty to furnish. In consequence the Czaiina dispatched 
above 100,000 troops into Lithuania under General Apraxin with a 
design especially to threaten Ducal Prussia, whilst a strong fleet was 
equipped in the Baltic to aid the operations of this numerous an^y. 
The main anny of the Empire was commanded by Prince Charles of 
Lorraine, and was stationed in the vicinity of Prague. Another ooips 
was entrusted to Marshal Daun in Moravia. Marshal Brown acted 
under the orders of Prince Charles. These generals were not pi^ 
pared against an invasion of Bohemia, but ratlier thought the Ki^g 
would en leavour to defend himself in Saxony. It was also expected 
that he would be obliged to divide his forces into as many b<idie8 SI 
he hod opposing enemies, and Brown had accordingly recommended 
a policy diflerent from what was now adopted by Prince Charlei 
when he su|>er8eded him, namely, to act on the defensive until aO 
the allies were reaidy to take the tield. This change in generals and 
policy rather engendered a spirit of jealousy among the commanden 
of the Imperial troops, which showed itself in many subsequent is- 
stances. The ln)])erial forces were arranged in four divisions. Ttt 
first, commanded by Duke d'Ahrem berg, was posted at Egra; thi 
second, under Manihal Brown, at Budin; the third, under Cosil 
Konigsegg, at Ileichenberg ; and Daun was placed in Moravia, viA 
Count Serbelloni under him. 

While the combatants were preparing for their respective O] 
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tions a slight affair happened as early as the 20th of February on the 
frontiers of the hostile armies. A body of 60U0 Austrians surrounded 
the little town of Hirschfeld,in Upper Lusatia, garrisoned byabattalion 
of Prussian foot. The attack was made at four in the morning on two 
redoubts without the gates, each of which was defended by two field- 
pieces. After more than ope repulse the Austrians made themselves 
masters of one of the redoubts, and carried ofi' the guns ; but the 
Prussians pursued and took many prisoners, so that their opponents 
lost at least 500 men. 

18. Frederick bursts into Bohemia. 

In the mean time the greatest preparations were made on the part 
of the King to open the campaign early, for he had too much fore- 
sight and vigilance to remain inactive, while his enemies were biding 
their own time. The enemy he deemed most to be feared were the 
Austrians, and he therefore resolved to unite all his strength, and 
strike a blow at them before the other armies could come up in order 
to shake the basis of the whole confedei'acy. He covered his plans 
with consummate address, and aimed at deceiving his enemy with the 
notion that he intended to remain in Saxony by putting Dresden into a 
state of defence : he therefore broke down the bridges and marked out 
various camps in that vicinity. All at once on the 20th of April three 
Prussian columns burst into Bohemia and advanced rapidly towards 
Prague. At the head of the first was the Prince of Bevern, who ad- 
vanced by Zittau, and forced back Konigsegg with 20,000 men from 
a strong post at Reichenberg. The second, under Marshal Schwerin, 
marched from Silesia by Trautenau. The King himself, joined by Prince 
Maurice of Anlialt-Dessau from Brix, who marched by Commatan, 
and Prince Henry by Neustadtel, led the way through Peterswald ; 
these compelled Marshal Brown to retreat from Budin, and seized 
considerable magazines, which facilitated the subsistence of his troops. 
With such precision was the inarch directed, with such order and 
punctuality was it carried out, that the whole force entered the 
Bohemiau territory the same day ; and just when such an event was 
least to be expected the army burst from different quarters, like so 
many mountain toiTents, upon the kingdom, sweeping the isolated 
corps of the enemy before it. The Austrians, pressed on all sides, re- 
treated with precipitation under the walls of Prague. The Prussians 
now collecting their forces, advanced against that capital in two 
bodies, one under Schwerin, and the other under the King. 

19. The Battle op Prague. 

Prince Charles took up a strong position which seemed to defy all 
appreheiiuions of attack, and here he resolved to remain on the 
defensive till he could be joined by Daun, who was hastening up to 
him from Moravia^ His left was covered by the Ziskaberg, a steep 
hill overhanging the Muldau ; along his front ran a deep and craggy 
ravine; and on his right was a morass intei'sected with hedges, 
drains, and dykes, extending to a hill near Sterboholy. His force 
exceeded 74,000 men, and his position was strengthened by works 
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which ran along the brow of the precipice, and were defended by a 
numerous artillery. It did not however suit the daring poliqr of 
Frederick to let matters wait for Marshal Daon's arrivaL Earlj fai 
the morning of the 6th of May, the whole of the Praaaian eorpt 
formed a junction and prepared to bring the Aastrians to a deeisire 
engagement. The King sent orders that his columns shonld arrive 
on the heights of Brositz at four in the morning ; which orders wen 
executed with such precision that the three separate colomns airived 
at the place of rendezvous exactly to time. The Pmseian troops 
numbered 64,000, and seeing this disparity, and the strength of Lor- 
rainc'H position. Marshal Schwerin advised the King against an 
attack. '* II faut battre le fer pendant qu'il est chaud," said the 
King, and persisted in his resolve. The old Marshal pulling down 
his liat over his eyes, as was his wont, replied, '^ If we shall and nrait 
fight, I'll attack the Austrians in the first place I can meet them." 
The King's original intention was to attack the enemy in ir«int, bathe 
so far yielded to Schwerin as to determine to make his attack on the 
right flunk. The heights on which the Austrians stood were lower at 
this point, and lose themselves in the plain of Sterboholy, and the 
ground is favourable for cavalry : Schwerin, moreover, liad obaerved 
that the enemy's flank was altogether en Vair at this point It was about 
nine when the Marshal made this report to the King, and the ehai^ 
of attack which ensued necessitated a considerable detour, which was 
not executed till half-past ten. At eleven the engagement began on 
the left wing of the Prussians. Their cavalry consisting of sixty-five 
squadrons under the Prince de Schoneich, afraid of being outflanked 
by two rc'giments of Austrian cavalry, who had formed on the other 
side of the dam, judged it necessary to attack. The charge was made 
in good order. At sight of their advance the Austrians reniMned 
steady, but afterwards moved forward, outflanking their opponents 
with eight squadrons, and beating them twice back. In the third 
onset, however, they were entirely broken by the bravery of twen^ 
squadrons under General Ziethen, who repulsed the Austrian hone 
and forced them back. The Prussian infantry now marched forward 
to the attack on the left, through the village of J'otscherwitx, and ad- 
vance 1 into the plain under Schwerin, but were greatly impeded by 
finding that what had appeared to be meadows was in reality thorite 
of some old ponds which had been let off and sown with young co^^ 
and was no bettor than a morass, which obliged them to advance 
in a narrow line. Prince Charles had found himself obliged, bj 
the movement of Marshal Schwerin, to change his poutimi by 
throwing back his right wing, and ordering his second line forward 
into liiH first to protect that flank. Accordingly, as soon as the Prus- 
sians could form up, they were received by a well-formed line, who 
poured a destructive fire, assisted by a violent discharge of a batteiy 
of 12-pounders charged with cartridges*, which repelled them in the 
greatest disorder. Two whole regiments gave way, and the Kingi 
coming up, upbraided them for their dastardly behaviour. The 
veteran Field- Marshal, stung with these reproaches, got off hii 
^ ThcM muit have formed an inferior grape or canister. 
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liorM«i, nm\ mmU'.Uf»\ n dolour out of ttm Umv\ of Ati otiM)((n, tind with 
th« word**, " I*«»t thn hrnvM follow tno I forwnrd, my i'hil(li'*<ti I" ruMhn<l 
to thn front i but tin hn«l Imriily proRMitdivl flvM |tiM!<'M, wIhmi ho wnH 
ntru(;k by Hvr* bnllM, mi thnt bo iimtiiUtty foil drtid with tlm Mn(( bo bad 
bnbl ill birt bntid rovoriu){ IiIm (lend botly *. Oonprnl Mnutrufol Im* 
mw\\Hit^\y UHtk Urn ]>lfw!i% but wam aIno iti a tnlnutn ftftonvnrflN klllnd 
by a nAtiiion-bfill. 

It WAN now nbout ono oVIonk In tbo dny, Tjtn I'nmitliinN bnd 
fwlvfUfRfwl to witbin mxiy \mt^t*n of \)w otmniy, but wnro Imrd proMMiil 
hy iUt* AuNtrinn rlKbt wIuk, who, under tbnonlnrN of MHmbAl llrown, 
nmbr*il forward liko youn{( MoldbirH, rf'uardleMM of wbnt whn uolntf on 
ticbind tbf«m, nnd wltboiit n tboufcbt tiint In tbciir Advftn<'o tlmy Imd 
(|ult«i nfYpArnUnl tbntuMolviiN frotn tboir NU|H>orUi. Tbn KIuu'n qulnk 
olmnrvAtion on tbofMi irooim am tlioy iiamwmI IiIm loft wln){ witb f(rcAt 
ViVAi'Uv ln*itAntl)r dtitiM'tp'I tbo fault, and Hf'i/.inft tbti favourablo o|»- 
|Nirttinftv, bo niandi'wl nouio bnttAliotiN witb tbo {(rcatoMt boHto, and 
<K;riipiod tbo Mpni'o loft vh<!ant in tbo rolunin of niarob*-tbuN m*]Hi» 
rating tbo t^ut^my*n riji^lit wtnf( into two partN. TbiN tbrow tbom int4> 
ditiordnr, and tbo PruMlaim wbo wf^ro rotroatinf( now Ntoptiod, rn* 
fonfM'd, and innn«^dintoiy advan(fin|(, plotiod tbo Auntriana botwoott 
two flroM, and carrlod tbo diMordor of tbi^lr army Ut tbo i^roAtoMt 
pit«li. M««anwbilo a part of tbo I'ruMinn ri^bt wiufCt uudrr lluko 
K^rdbiAud of IlruiiMwick, pAMfM'd tbo ravbio and clinibod up tbo pro- 
niplt^fun nUU^n of tbo ntountnin, Joining tbcir viiaorlouM contnanionM on 
thn Aumntit. Tbo royal artny bad by tblM tinio <ionitilot«iiy pi(«r<*od 
tho AuMtrian lino, and boro down upon it frotn all ]H)intA. Tbo 
rmloiibtA, bowovrr, wbioli worti Ntill untoudbrd, and dof(indi«d by 
Notno of tbo diitif of tbo AuNtriati ftrcuAdiorN, rfNiNtod for a ootiMidor- 
Abtn |onj(tb of tinin, but at longtb yioldod U) tbo PruMian inipotuoMity. 
Tbo tnimt boroii; nourAK<> ^*^>* diMplAyod on botb Midoa in tbo niatiy 
minor nir\t^^^^U'n of tlio day, but tbo AuMtriAnN, notwitbAtandinf( tbo 
rmidution tboy dinplnyf^d, wrro forf^od bank t«i tboir tontH. Tlioy 
iMiw dividod tbofiifM'lvi'N into two bodioM; ono of wbi<dt, on tbo Npur of 
tbo tnofnctit, tlirow tliotnMilvoN into I'rAKUo; wbiUt tbo otbor fMirtiotif 
in nyndiorN about Ul,(H)O^UmU Ut Mixbt, to unito witli MArMbal l)aun*H 
iidvMtirn, It Appoarod, bowov(<r, to bavo Ntnu^k Prini'o rbartoN, tbat 
lobrinu a portion of bin artny int<» IVakuo wan an inJudiriouH atop, 
tnd boforo tbo day idoA(«d aii atUunpt wa*i niado Ui ropair it, but tbo 
I'niMiianM wrro mt iptink in purnuit tliAt tboy vot poNW<MHion of ail tbo 
(iiitlptM of tbo towti, and Hxfd tboir r«notny in tlio prinon tboy bad 
ehfHion for tlioniN<ilvoA, 

Jiotb InailorN Ronnnittod o((rc)(louH faultH. I'rinno (liarloM allowod 
Krniloriok i4t fptmn a ffront rivor witbout nioloMtation, And did tiol 
VfUturo Ut Attni*k bini, tbou^b bin Anny Ntmid diNporMfd bi A lino 
ti^Arly twrlvo niiloM in ox tout: on tlio rontrAry, bo AUowod bini to 
brintf tlio wbolo of bin Artny to b^ar upon tbo AuNtriAU right wing, 
Tbo niuKion tho otbor bAnd,loft tbo tnNttm utidor I'rinno Maitriito on 
Ibo otbor Aido of (bo MoldAu, witiiout Numriont |HintootiA Un*.rntm tbat 
(latif(«<rotM river, oitlior U* Iiavo NUpport«<d bitu in caao of tioof'HNity, or^ 

* Tbn monunittnt At Horlln raiMd to hit mninory rer.ftr*\n \h\» iiioident. 
Vol. M. v 
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as now, to take the enemy in the rear ; and theae brave Pmariana 
remained idle spectatore of the battle, unable to do more than oan- 
nonade the parties who were flying to join the army under Marthal 
Daun; but the King's seeing and seizing the critieal and deeiaive 
opportunity that Brown aff^ed him of breaking his adYaneing 
cohinin, was such a stroke of superior genius that few^ very few, 
could have exhibited. His prudence a1«> was most remarkable in 
re-establishing his line continually as he advanced, and hk whole 
conduct during this action justly deserves the greatest approbatioB. 

The victory was purchased by an imnionse loss. The King owned 
to a loss of 10,000, but it has been reckoned as high as 16,500 or 
even 1 8,000. Besides Marshal Sohwerin and many of the bnveat 
officers killed. Marshal BroiK*n, on the Austrian side, was mortally 
wounded in the heat of the action, and obliged to be carried off the 
field into Praguo; the Princes of Holstein and Anhalt were abo 
severely wounded ; some 8000 Imperialists were killed and wounded, 
and about 9000 made prisoners, while no leas than 49,678 nwn, 
with a number of princes and generals, were shut up within the 
walls of Prague. Besides the loss in killed and wounded, the tro- 
phies of this victory were extraordinary — no less than 840 pieeM 
of cannon, besides colours, kettle-drums, and baggage. 

20. MiLITART CUARACTKRS OF MARSHALS BrOWN AMD SCBWEBW, 

KILLED IN TUB BaTTLE. 

The King immediately summoned Prince Charles to capitulate^ who 
sent the summons to Brown, then lying on liis death-b«Al, to ocoaolt 
him about it. ** Est-ce que sa MajestS croit que nous somroea tool 
de — U — nst Ditos ^ mon l^rince, que mon avis est que toil 
Altesao aille sur-le-champs attaquer rennenii \** said tlie dying Mar- 
shal. He expired on the 26th of June of the wound he had re* 
oeivod, his spirit wounded and broken by the chagrin of having been 
superseded by the Prince of Lorraine. In Brown the Austriana loat 
one of their best leaders. Ho was of English extraction, but bom 
at Huda, and he now fell at the age of fifty-two, leaving behind him 
tlio reputation of a most consummate general and an Me and akilftil 
negotiator. His companion in death on this bloody field waa a 
severe loss to Frederiek, who said on receiving the news of it, that 
^' it blasted all the laurels of victory." Schwerin was bom ia 1681, 
had served under Marlborough and Eugene, and had been with 
Charles XU. at Bender in 1712, so that he was in truth an old 
soldier — ho was seveuty-threo yeai's of age when he died. He di^ 
tinguished himself at Molwitz in 174 1| where he received two oon* 
sidorablo wounds. In tlio last year he had eommande<l the anqy m 
Silesia, and during the campaign gave great proofs of his aupenor 
abilities in the art of war. Frederick sincerely mourned the death 
of Schwerin, his preceptor in war, as ho ealled liim, of whom he waa 
in the habit of saying, ^ he would have been a perfect general if ha 

1 Poet his Majesty take us all for poltroons ? Tell my Prince that K li 
Tuy advice he should immediately attack the enemy. 
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could ohly allow ono to come near him." Schwerin was rather a 
small-sized man, but with a very martial air ; he loved his soldiers, 
and was always very careful of them ; he was therefore much loved 
by them in return, though he was on some occasions very hot-tem- 
pered. In all his expeditions he knew how to combine the greatest 
bravery with prudence. 

21. Daun advances against the Prussians. 

Marshal Daun had arrived the evening before the battle at 
Bohmfsch-Brod, about eighteen miles from Prague, and now hear- 
ing of the defeat of Prince Charles, he retired beyond Kolin: he 
bad collected around him an army of 40,000 men. The King, fear- 
ing that the Marshal might obstruct his future operations on Prague, 
detached the Duke of Bevem with 25,000 men to watch him. He 
himself embraced the bold idea of executing on a grand scale against 
Prague what he had effected the last year at the Saxon encampment 
near Pima, and bag another army. He invested the town, which 
was nearly ten miles in circumference, with a military cordon. 
Such an extraordinary occurrence as a whole army being shut up in 
the city had not been provided against. The magazines in the town 
even were badly provided, and some 80,000 inhabitants were in 
danger of dying from hunger. From the end of the first week the 
food of the whole was almost entirely of horseflesh. The want of 
order and regularity in the army within was beyond expression. 
The Prussians fired red-hot shot into the town, which kept up a con- 
tinual conflagration, and famine, disease, and death were committing 
frightful ravages ; but the spirit of the troops and of the inhabitants 
was kept up by an address from Maria Theresa, brought by a 
captain of grenadiers who had escaped the vigilance of the besieging 
army ; and coming from a sovereign whom they adored, it excited 
SQch an ardour that the garrison returned to their horseflesh with 
micommon perseverance, and the inhabitants supported without a 
murmur all the horrors of the bombardment. Several desperate 
sallies were made, but such was the want of discipline in the 
besieged army that these undertakings were ill-appointed and ill- 
directed, and consequently did not succeed. It must appear a fable 
to posterity that 50,000 men, with a full amount of arms and ammu- 
nition, should submit to be shut up for six weeks, and reduced to the 
extremities of war by an army of equal force. The Prussian invest- 
ing army was a mere chain of posts extending many miles, and 
separated by the Moldau, so t^at had the Austrians marched out in 
any direction, they would only have had half the Prussian army to 
contend with. Marshal Belleisle, who had in the preceding war 
defended Prague with 1 5,000 meu, and quitted it successfully, carry- 
ing away 12,000 of them with safety and with glory, wrote on this 
occasion, ''Je connois Prague. Si j'y ^tais avec la moiti^ des 
troupes que le Prince Charles y a actuellement, je d^truirais l*arm^e 
Prussienne.*' And this would have been the opinion of any one 
competent to give one. 

In this disastrous moment the house of Austria was preserved by 

p2 
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the Bkill and caution of a general whu now for the first time app 
at the head of an army— Marshal Daun. Although actually suf 
to the enemy in his front, he was too prudent to hazard all o 
issue of an engagement, and he even retreated before the Prii 
Severn to Kolin, Kuttenberg, and Haber ; but whilst thus ba 
his enemy he was exposed to the taunts of his own troops ; lili 
great general who saved Rome by delay, he had to support tl 
proaches of those impatient spirits who are found in all armies 
to engage, and unable to distinguish prudence from pusillani 
Finding himself at length joined by all his reinforcements, a 
the head of 60,000 men, on the 1 1th of June he made a rapid i 
ment forward, which forced the Prince of Bevem to retire, and 
he advanced to attack the King in his posts before Prague. F 
rick, conscious of his danger, bad already anticipated Uie desi 
Marshal Daun. Leaving the greater portion of his army to i 
tain the blockade, he marched on the IHth of June, in the moj 
with 12,000 men, and joined the Prince of Severn on the 14 
the moment of his retreat before the Austrians at Malotitz. 
marched on the 16th to Krichnau, where he formed his camp 
General Nadasti was directed to proceed to Suchdol, from whic 
Prussians retired before him to Kolin. Sy the 17th the two a 
were in sight, and the King found that Daun had strongly intrei 
himself between Kolin and Planian; the right at Chotzemit: 
centre on the heights of Krichnau, and the left at Swoyschitz ; 
his lines were armed with some heavy cannon, which he had br 
from Olmutz. 

22. The Battle of Kolin or Chotzbmitz. 

The King's intention was to have marched from Kolin on the 
road to Planian, and he accordingly advanced with this obi< 
view early on the morning of the 18ih, until he found that Mi 
Daun had changed his ground in the night, and now occui 
curved range of hills with 60,000 men in two lines — the inn 
contrary to common disposition, on the wings, and the cavalry i 
centre. The left wing rested on some very precipitous ground 
towards Zaspruck, with a very high hill which commanded a 
ground about it. Near this flank was Poborz, through which i 
marshy rivulet : this vilUgo was occupied, and effectually co 
the left wing. The right of the Austrians was posted on some 
ground extending towards Kuttenberg and Kolin. In front u 
wing was the village of Krzeczhorz, in which some battalions 
placed, so as to be effectually sustained from behind. The villi 
Radowesnitz, a little to the rear of the right, was also occupi 
some infifntry. 

In this state of affairs Frederick at first resolved to try to ou 
the enemy by turning his right wing. The heat was conside 
but the King would not allow his troops to rest. Marshal 
however, recognized his Majesty's intention, and detached hif 
of reserve to Krzeczhorz to strengthen General Nadasti on his 
*(. Frederick in the mean time reconnoitred and made tbi 
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position for the battle — namely, General Ziethon was to cover his 
left advance, and proceed on to Kolin if NadaHti came forward to 
attack him ; General HUUen was to attack tlie post near Krzeczhorz 
with three battalions of grenadiers and two regiments of light in- 
fantry, supported by five squadrons; and the King's ordera were 
that, in this attack, only one battalion should be engaged at a time, 
so that the Austrian right wing might bo outflanked ; the whole of 
the left was ordered to support llUlscn. At half-past one the heads 
of the three Prussian columns advanced on the Emperor's road, 
having all the cavalry on the left flank under Ziethen. General 
Nadasti perceived this movement, and marched with the Austrian 
cavalry to Kuttlirz, but on the advance of Ziethen he retired behind 
the oak wood to the right of that place. The Austrians opened a 
strong Are from Krzeczhorz ; but IlUlsen, notwithstanding, pushed 
forwardi mounted the eminence, and assailed the Austrians so 
vigorously and effectually that they quitted Krzeczhorz, and, thrown 
into disorder, retreated. HUlsen, however, now perceived a whole 
line of infantry drawn up along the wood, and was forced to extend 
his corps into one line ; ho then halted, and waited for the arrival of 
the support, his artillery cannonading the Austrians during the 
interval. In the moan while General Ziethen had advanced against 
the Austrian cavalry under Nadasti, who was driven back as far as 
Kolin and completely separated from the rest of the army. In 
ponoing them, however, the Prussian cavalry were obliged to pass 
the oak wood, and present their uncovered flank to some Croats 
posted there under the protection of some batteries, which stopped 
them and coQipelled them to retire. It was necessary therefore to 
drive back the Croats who molested the Prussian columns. General 
Mansttfin was sent forward, but was obliged to call on Prince 
Maurice of Dessau to assist him, and by his halting to give time for 
this, the whole disposition of the Prussian army became changed and 
fell into disorder. About two o'clock Prince Ferdinand of Bruns- 
wick, sup|)orted by a ])owerfuI artillery, now also advanced towards 
the Austrian lines, and pushed his attack with resistless furv; HUlsen 
also again advanced and penetrated through the Austrian left. The 
e<mflict had lasted an hdur and a half, when they recovered their 
ground and behaved with great flrmness and gallantry. The Hun- 
garian infantry regiments of Haller had expended all their ammuni- 
tion, and at the moment it was impossible to obtain a supply. In 
this dilemma the Hungarians shouldered their muskets and took to 
their swords, and, rushing on the Prussians, did great execution ; 
while thus employed some Prussian squa<lrons advanced, which 
threw the battalion into confusion, who in their turn suffered 
severely and were in danger of being cut to pieces ; but the Saxon 
cuirassiers, perceiving this, also advanced, repulsed the enemv's 
cavalry, threw them mto the greatest disorder and pursued th 
The Sax<m dragoons thirsted for revenge : a defeat they ha<' 
perienced twelve years previously still rankled in their mimir 
as they out at the Prussians they constantlv exclaimed, ** Tal 
for Striegaul" The Saxons, having put their opponents to 



214 TUS BATTLE OF KOLIN OB CHOTZXMITSL [aJ). 



saw tiiut they might attack the Prussian iufainU'y in tlie rear, aiid 
accordingly penetrated through the intervals and came up behind tlM 
hostile battalions. Tliey then charged several times by squadroni^ 
till at length the three Prussian regiments of Bevem, Prince Henij, 
and llUlsen, attacked both in front and rear, were almost all killed 
or made prisoners, selling their defeat dearly. 

At Imlf.past three o'clock the King got together several battalion! 
which still maintained tlieir order, with tlie remains of other regimenti^ 
and made a most violent attack on Marshal Daun's left. Animated 
by Frederick's presence the troops rallied, but in vain did he exert 
all his skill and courage in the desperate conflict. Seven times w&9 
they led to the charge — more than once by the King in person, who^ 
finding his troops losing spirit, exclaimed, '* Would you live for 
ever { '' Daun was al>*o seen on the opposite side flying from rank to 
rank and animating the soldiers by his voice and gestures. He had 
two horses killed under him, and was twice slightly wounded. Bat 
though the Prussians made a desperate resistance they were com- 
pelled to fly. The King followed the fugitives, striving to collsel 
them, and collecting a squadron, and his gardc'du-corpe, and some 
hussars, he was heard to cry out, '* My hussars, my brave hnsBarii 
will you allow all to be lostt" lie at length remained nearly alone, 
and was found in front of a battery attended by a few of his staft 
At length some one roused him by saying, *' Sire, do you mean to 
capture tlie battery single-handed!" Like Marina in the ruins of 
Carthage he sat deep in thought, making figures with his stick in the 
sand ; at length he sprang up and gave orders for a retreat with cheer* 
fulness. Never previously upon the occasion of any of the misfortunes 
of his life had he been known to slied a tear, but now he wept. Uii 
troops, t4M), were dispirited by this defeat, their minds were filled 
with evil forebodings for the future, they thought of the famous 
Charles XII., who for nine years had carried every thing before himy 
until one day the blind goddess deserted him ; and unaccustomed 
to 8ueh a reverse, they cried out, '* This is our Pultowa." The al* 
tack on the Austrian left ought never to Iiave been made, con- 
sidering the great strength of the position. It was almost impoosibls 
to ascend the isolated hill, which, being covered with artillery, mads 
great havoc with the Prussians. After the second attack six Austrian 
battiilions, commanded by Count Nicholas Esterhasy, having shot 
away all tlicir cartridges, advanced against the enemy with fixed 
bayonets, and with gi'eat bravery forced tlie Prussians to give wsj. 
It was nine in the evening, and the extreme left of tlie Prusuans 
were going to encamp and celebrate the victory that they thuoj^t 
they had obtained, when Prince Maurice of Dessau arrived in penon 
with tlui King 8 orders for a retreat, for tliat the battle was lost. The 
extivme right wing of the Prussians, under the Duke of Bevem, had 
taken no part in tho action, and now covered the retreat, which 
Frederick was enabled to make witlumt molestation, and which was 
conducted with the greatest order and military judsment, Dmb 
~^sted satisfied with this first victory over tlie Prussiansy and odd- 
ed himself with holding the field of battle, permitting Frsdsriok 
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to retire at bis lekfure by way of Pkuiau to Nimburg, and there to 
cross the Elbe. 

The great &iilt of the King in this action appears to have been 
that be mancBuvred too openly in view of the enemy, and formed 
his attacks on a point whera he could not combine all species of 
arms. The attack of Htilsen was pushed too much in advance of his 
support, otherwise the battle was won ; and Marshal Daun thought 
BO when he sent to Nadasti to say, '* The retreat is on Suohdol ;" for 
the Austrian first line was broken, and there was no convenient 
poaitioD on which to re-form it, when Ziethen took the whole line in 
flank. The Prussian army engaged in this battle consisted of thirty- 
two battalions and 118 squadrons, in all about 32,000 men. The 
Austrian force consisted of furty-two battalions, tliirty-eight com- 
panies of grenadiers, 10,000 men commanded by Nadasti, and about 
1000 Croats, amounting to rather more than 60|000 soldiers. 

The loss of both armies was very considerable. On the side of the 
Prussians were 13,773 killed, wounded, and missing, with 326 officerSy 
and 1667 horses, also sixteen pieces of cannon, which could not be 
removed in consequence of the horses being killed. The Austrians, 
on the other hand, lost 6423 killed, wounded, and missing, with 1262 
horses ; besides what the Saxons lost, which was very considerable. 
Shortly after this battle Frederick wrote a remarkable letter to 
the EUurl Marischal, in which he said, *' Good fortune, my dear lord, 
leads us often to put too much confidence in our powers ; three-and- 
twenty battalions were not troops sufficient to force 60,0(M) men from 
a strong position. But fortune is a wonum, and I do not pay my 
soort to the sex." 

23. The Blockade of Prague is raised. 

When the Prussian army arrived at Niroburg the King left it in 
oonunand of the Duke of Bevem, and took horse, escorted by a few 
hnasars, for Prague, where he arrived next morning, the 19th, with- 
out halting. He immediately gave orders for abandoning the place. 
He sent off his artillery, ammunition, and baggage with so much 
expedition, that the tents were struck and the army on its march 
before the troops within were informed of the King's defeat. The 
army stationed on the right side of the Moldau broke up for Leit- 
meritz, and Field-Marshal Keith proceeded by Welwam to Budin, 
where he passed the Eger, and formed a camp near Liboschowitx 
and Lowositz. Thus both corps formed one army, only separated 
by the Elbe, over which bridges were constructed to keep up the 
eommunication. The rest of uie Prussian army under the Prince of 
Prussia, consisting of 30,000 men, took up a piieition in the nei^- 
bonrhood of Bohmisch-Leippa. A few days after the battle Frederick 
reeeived the news of the death of his mother, whom he had always 
tenderly loved. She had pined from the beginning of the war, and 
this defeat of her son was her death-blow. 



[ 



24. Order op Maria Theresa instituted. 
The rejoieings at Yieima were beyond all bounds; medals were 
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struck in honour of the victory ; men and offioen received additional 
pay ; and in ordur to render the tlay of victory for ever memuralile 
anion}^ the AuHtriauH, the ordor of Maria Theresa was instituted, one 
of the 8tatuto8 of wiiich required that the 18th of June should be 
alwayH eelchrated as a day of rejoicing. 

To ^ivo roptMo to his troopH, and to replace the magaiinee that 

had been duMtroyed by tiio Prussians, Marshal Daun remained sere* 

rnl duyH on the field of battle, and it was tlie 26th before he ad* 

vaneod to l*itigue. Here he joined Prince Charles of Lorraine, who 

now aNsunuHl the sole command of the Austrian army. The siege 

had been completely raised, after having lasttnl forty-four days, 

and the Austrian anny, reunited, advanced u})on tlie Pruiaiana, 

and on the iHt of July crossed the Elbe near Lissa, which town 

had been evacuated by the Prussians since the 26th. A detaeh- 

ment under Nadasti was sent to observe the Prussians near 

Leitmoriiz, and to eover the march of the army to Jung-Bunslaa. 

On the apprtMich of Nadasti, the King thought proper to bn«k np 

hiH camp and retreated to llirschberg, from which General Putt- 

kamnier was detached by Gabel and the pass from thence to Ln- 

s:itia. On the 12tli of July Prince Charles came up witli tlie enemy, 

and lyt the King*s camp appeared difticult t(» attack, it waa resolved 

to go round it and attack (iSabel, in onler to oblige the Pniasians to 

retreat Htill further. General Macjuire was selected to execute this 

plan, with a corps of 20,0OU men, Hupporti*d by the vanguard of the 

army, which was advancing to Niemes. Puttkammer defended it for 

three days with only four battalions, but was at last obliged to retire 

for want of reinforcements. This cut off the King from hia magaiinee 

at Zittau, and compelled him to take a circuitous route over tiie 

monntjiinH to Hautzen, whore he united with the Prince of Pniasiai 

who was compelled by tlio movements of Prince Charlea to leave 

his camp near Leippa. The Auntrians immediately proceeded to 

Zittau, where they arrived on the li)th of July, and ooeupi«>d the 

Kckartsberg, whence they began to boml>ard it; the consequenee 

was, that this beautiful, rich, and densely^populated town was in 

a few hours reduced to a heap of ashes; the loss of property by 

such a wanton devastation being calculated at t(*n millions of dot* 

In I'M. The PruHsian garrison cut their wav through the enemy, 

and only a small number, who could not, m consequence of the 

flamcH, join their companions, were taken prisoners under Colonel 

Diereeke. 

The King having collected a considerable bodv of men, was now 
anxiouM to attack the Austrians, and abandoning his }>osition at Haul* 
Ken, marched on the 15tli of August into the immediate neighbourhood 
of their camp at Ostritz; but either being dissuaded firom his pnr> 
pose, or not finding the favourable op|M>rtunity to attack, he returned 
on the 20lli to his position at Herustttdtel. 

Loudon, afU^rwanls so celebrated, was }H>sted with 8000 Cmats ml 
the foot of the Uohemian mountains, and by liis position rendered 
the road into iSaxony unsafe. His light troops ventured on ms^y 
petty enterprises to intercept tlie communication between Um two 



Prussian camps. In one of these they fell in with General Manstein, 
who was on hin way into Saxony to recover from his wounds. Loudon 
attacked and dispersed the escort, but Manstein, who was in a car* 
riage, rolled up in bandages, sprang out of it, defended hims(»lf like a 
madman, and, deaf to every effort to save his life, was literally cut to 
pieces. Loudon, for this affair, was promoted to the rank of general ; 
but some Prussian hussars having intercepted the commission which 
was sent him from Vienna, the King returned it to him, and at the 
•ame time wished him joy of his promotion. 

The communications with Silesia had at length been re-esta- 
blished, and to keep them open the King stationed the Duke of 
Bevem there with forty battalions and seventy squadrons, while he 
himself proceeded to Dresden on the 26th of August to meet the 
allied army of French and Imperialists, which was advancing towards 
Saxony. This force consisted of thirty-two squadrons, thirty-two 
battalions, and twenty-three companies of grenadiers. Imperialists, 
with twenty-two guns, and a French army of 30,000 men under the 
Prince de Soubise, who had effected a junction at Erfurt on the 20th, 

26. Frbncii War in Grrmany. 

The French army had opened its campaign early in April, had 
eroflsed the Rhine and the Weser without opposition, and taken the 
fortress of Wesel which had been abandoned by the Prussians. 
The Count d^Estrtfes had become master of the whole of Westphalia, 
and the Duke of Cumberland retired before him in order to oppose 
bit advance into Hanover. The French army, though vastly superior 
in strength to its opponents, was sadly weakened bv the intrigues of 
courtiers and the unsettled opinions respecting military goveiiimont 
at this time prevailing. Richelieu, vain of the success he had ob- 
tained at Minorca, was intriguing against D^Eutrtfos ; while the Count 
de Maillebois, who had not been fortunate, became a great partisan 
of a new system which had been recently introduced mto a part of 
the French army — a confused mixture of the new Prussian with the 
old drill of Marshal Saxe. Under this innovation different corps 
were differently instructed, and the discipline of the troo{)s was very 
much affected by the discussions and conflicting opinions that were 
maintained on the subject. 

Marshal d'Estr(^es received information from his friends at the capi- 
tal, that opuiions were going against him, and that Richelieu would 
certainly oe sent to replace him, unless he could make some eoup 
(VidtU, Accordingly on the 12th and 13th of July, the divisions of 
Broglie and Chevert were pushed across the Weser, near the Abbaie 
de C4>rvey, while the Marquis d'Auvel with another part of the army 
inarched to Embden, the only port possessed by the King of Prussia, 
which, being now obliged to capitulate, the whole of East Friesland 
was laid under contribution. On the 24th D^Estrdes, after having laid 
part of the electorate of Hanover under ccmtribution, marched towards 
Latford ; while the allied army retiring before him, marched from 
Minden to Hameln, and left seven battalions near Wickensen, on the 
lofumuktion that the French were encamped near Oldendorf. The 
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Duke o{ Cumberland extended his cainp tu Halle, but baring 
doubt that it was the intention of the French Marshal to atta4 
he drew up his army on an eminence between the Weiier a 
woods. On the 22Dd the French Yanguard, commanded bj 
mentieres, was encamped near Heine with its outposts near Qi 
where a bridge was thrown over the Weser, ana 20,000 men 
Count de Uroglie, passed over and encamped in the plain* Th 
merited reprehension for not immediately attacking this ooq 
isolated : and, indeed, it would have been easy for thi allies 
time, by means of a rapid march, to have acted on the magaz 
the French at Paderbom, as the defiles and roads by whic 
drew from thence their supplies were almost impracticable, a 
destruction of the magazines or convoys from that place woul 
forced them back to Minden. On the 24th the French Marsli 
up a position fronting Buchsberg, and advanced a column t 
V&lkershau«en, where General Hardenberg was placed with t 
nadiers. The I>uke'8 right and front were, however, so W4 
tected tliat M. de Chevert was detached with a force to mak< 
cuitous march round the left of the allies, to seize' the vil 
Aflerde ; and the Duke then fell back into a position near 1 
beck, with the river Vorenberg in front, his left wing rest 
some heights on the side of Ohnsburg, and his right upon Sue 
The French attacked the outp<»sts at Hastenbeck on the ! 
daybreak, and directed two columns on Vtflkershausen alo 
wood. Colonel Breidenbach was accordingly sent with thr 
talions to Bisperode, in order that nothing might be feare 
the enemy on the left flank, llie remainder of the alliec 
bivouacked. General Zastrow commanded the right wing, < 
Imhoir the left, and Dachenhausen and Einsiedel comman< 
Hanoverian and Hessian cavalry. Hastenbeck was oocupic 
corps with orders to quit it if attttckeil ; two battalions a 
squadrons were placed behind the Hamel, between the right 
the army and the town of Hameln ; batteries were placed to tl 
of Hastenbeck, at Lindelburg, and on an eminence near the 
ravme, but the eminence near HuhnenkUhle, where there wai 
corps of JttgerSy should also have been mounted with guns. 

The BiTTLR of Histknbeck. 

On the 26th at daybreak, thick clouds of dust annomK 
French to be in motion. The intention of the Marshal wa 
possession of the heights occupied by the allied left, and 
purpose Chevert had marched in the middle of the night. 1 
seven and eight the firing of small arms began in this quarte 
Major-General Behr, with three battalions of Brunswiokc 
ordered to sustain Colonels Dachenhausen and Breideoba 
had only six squadrons <and Uiree Hanoverian battalions, 
^e firing began with great violence, and the French pr 
more to their right, into the Ketsig ravine, near Nlenbar] 
*hm grenadiers of the allies, apprehensive of being •ortoiu 
nbers in the wood, closed to the left, which gav« tha m 
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opiKirtuniiy uf puhHuaHiiig thoiiiHolviiH uf tho buttury. Tho Duke uf 
CumburUnd wah on the loft, oiiUoavouring to support tho Jttgor 
cor^wt, who Iiad boon nttnckeU and driven back by another column of 
tlio French nuar lluhnenkUhlo, but finding that thoy loHt ground, 
and hearing of the Iobb of Iuh grand batttTy, he feared to be attacked 
in the roar, and ordered a retreat. Hut the hereditary Prince of 
Brunswick at tho head of two battalions had in tlie mean time attacked 
tliu enemy with tlie bayonet wiili no nmch vigour that ho retook the 
grand battery. C'oionel lireidenbach with his corps also attacked 
Cliovi>rt*8 troops with such doterniiiiati(m that he re])ulHed them and 
took eleven four- pounders. Tho French Marshal led the left wing of 
his army in porHon against the Hanoverian right, which rested on the 
river llamtM, by two i*oads that crossod the morass, and detached 
a corps under Maillobois towards llastonbeck, which pushed on 
towards tho Vtironherg, but only fired some volleys witliout doing any 
injury. Tho plain was found too narrow to make any mancouvres, 
nevertheless the Count was thought to have com{)romised the victory 
by his dilatorinoHs. D'Kstrdos, however, seeing the result of tlie Duke 
of Brunswick's attack on Chevert, and believing fnmi the intricate 
nature of the gniund that tlie assailants were nioi«e in number than 
they really wore, and seeing some cavalry in tlie rear of Iiis army which 
he believed to bo a roinforcement, ordered a general retreat. Thus 
both conunaiidors, supposing themselves vanquished, boat a retreat 
at the same monuint. Tlie troops of ("hevert, however, becoming awaro 
of the small number of their opponents, returned to their ground, 
and being most on the alert, regained possession of the field of battle. 

The allied army now retired across the Ilaniel, and formed on the 
hoiglits of L*as8h(Tg and Schweineberg, having Hanieln on tlie right: 
the French did not attack, but nunained in much oonfhsion, allowing 
the allies to retreat without molestation. The following day the Duke, 
phicing a garrison in ILamehi, retntated still further, in order to 
Keep up a communication with Stade, to which all tlie archives and 
valuable effects of Hanover had been n»moved. The consequence was 
tliat Ilameln surrendered after having been invested eiglit days, and 
both Hanover and Brunswick wort) seized by the Fnmch. The Duke 
de Chevrouse was sent to take possession of the capital with tM),000 
men, and with the title of Governor, while M. de Contades was sent to 
possess himst>lf of Hesse C/asseh Tho loss to the allies in tliis en- 
gagement, and in the skinnishos which procedod and followed it, was 
827 killed, U0^ woundwl, and 220 miHsing, whilst that of tho French 
by their own acc(tunts amounted to 1600. Tho allied army carried 
off their guns, but tho French captured a far greater number with a 
quantity of provision and ammunition in llamcln. 

Two days after tho battle the Marshal de Kichelieu presentod 
hims«*lf at the French camp as successor to tho ocmimand of Marslial 
d*KNtrt^'s. I f he had not idled at Strasbuig to jmy his court to the 
Duch«iH» do Lauraguais, he could have robbed his rival of tho glorr 
ho had acquired. D'Kstrilt^s on his arrival at Paris laid obari 
igaiuHt tho Count do Maillobois for his conduct at llastenbe..^ 
wliicli were referred to the Marshals of France, but thohr jud, 
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was only subsequently known by his being confined for many yeus 
a prisoner in the citadel of Doulens. The Duke of Cumberland 
remained encamped in the neighbourhood of Hoya till the 84tli 
of August, when, on advice that the enemy had passed the river 
Aller with a large body of troops, he marched his army to Beeiue 
the town and pass of Rothenburg, for fear of having bin left 
turned. On the 26th the Frendi took possession of Verdenyand 
on the 29th marched to Bremen, where the gates were immediately 
opened to them. The Duke, closely pressed on all sides and in 
danger of being cut off from Stade, now found it necessary to deeamp 
a<;aiu, and abandoned Rothenburg, of which the French took pot- 
session, and on the 3rd of September he retreated under the eannon 
of Stade. Here he thought to be able to maintain his gronnd 
between the Aller and the Elbe till the close of the campaign, which 
at this period of the year could not be far distant. A detachment 
with artillery was sent to Buck-Schantz with orders to defend that 
place ; but it could not have held out many days against the French 
army, which, still advancing, made themselves masters of a small fwt 
at the mouth of the river Schwinge, that cut off the commonioatiQii 
of the allies with the Elbe, and prevented their receiving any as- 
sistance from four British men-of-war sent into that river to their 
assistance. 

26. Convention of Closter-Zbven. 

The Duke of Cumberland appears to have quite lost his head or hia 
heart on this occasion. With an army of 38,000 men, conaisting of 
Hanoverians, Hessians, and other Germans, he offered the Frenefa 
Marshal no resistance. But the tide of war had now rolled so ne<r to 
the Danish territory that the court of Copenhagen became alannedy 
and offered the intervention of the Count de Lynar, the Danish am- 
bassador at Hamburgh, who on the 8th of September signed the 
singular convention of Closter-Zeven. According to this treaty ail 
hostilities were to cease in twenty- four hours or sooner. ^'The auxi- 
liary troops from Hesse, Brunswick, Saxe-Gk>tha, &o., were to be 
sent home ; the Hanoverian army and its detachments, partionUrly 
that at Buck-Schantz, were to retire under Stade, and to repass the 
Elbe ;"' but '* the French army were not to pass the river Oste in the 
duchy of Bremen till the limits were regulated, and to keep all the 
ports and countries of which it was in possession." This convoitiM 
was ncitlier a capitulation nor a treaty. The Count de Lynar who 
negotiated it was a religious Uluminct who declared that the idea of 
it was an inspiration of heaven, and that the Holy Spirit had given 
him power to stop the Frencli army, even as power had been former^ 
given to Joshua to stop the sun, that he might S)>are the precioai 
Lutheran bl<»od which would otherwise have been shed. The ooui 
of France afterwards insisted on disarming the Grerman troops^ and 
asserted that the Duke's army had <* laid down their arms." TIN 
consequence of all this was one of the most intricate disputeB thai 
ever employed diplomacy. King George, to clear himself from tbi 
dishonour of the convention, disavowed his son's authority to aign k 
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The Duke of Cumberland tried to escape the odium of the convention 
by resigning all his commands, which his Royal Highness did as soon 
as he returned to England. Upon his first appearance at court the 
King never addressed a word to him, but said to those about him, 
and loud enough to be heard by the Duke, " Here is my son who has 
ruined me and disgraced himself." The Duke was never again em- 
ployed in the field, and died in 1765 ; a man of an unfortunate military 
reputation, but nut deserving, perhaps, all the blame and odium 
attached to his character. 

27. Russian War in Germant. 

In the mean while the war was carried on in Prussia by the 
Russians in a fearful manner. General Lehwald had been sent to 
observe and oppose the progress of their army, which hovered long 
upon the frontiers, before crossing them. The Czarina had also sent 
a fleet consisting of fifteen men-of-war and frigates to block up the 
Prussian ports in the Baltic. The first act of hostility was against 
Memel, which was bombarded from the sea and attacked on land 
by a division of the army under General Fermor. After five days 
it was surrendered on conditions, but the faith of the military capi- 
tulation was broken, and the greater part of the Prussian garrison 
were forced to enter the Russian service or emigrate to Russia, while 
a great number of the peaceable inhabitants were forced to leave 
their homes with their wives and children to people the desolate pro- 
vinces of the Empire. Memel was a most important strategic point 
for the Russians, as it could be made a military station and a 
magazine that could be- at all times maintained by means of their 
navy. 

This enterprise being successful, the whole Russian army, con- 
sisting of 62,000 foot, 10,000 horse, with some 20,000 Tartars, Cal- 
mucfl, and Cossacks, was united under Field-Marshal Apraxin on the 
river Russ, and advanced towards the Pregel. The light troops 
devastated the country as they advanced with fire and sword, in 
a manner unknown in Europe since the time of the Huns. The 
French, indeed, plundered and raised contributions ; but these savage 
northerns murdered and mangled defenceless people, hanged them 
on trees, cut ofif their ears and noses, set villages and farms on fire, 
and burnt the natives in them ; the graves were disturbed and the 
bones scattered, children placed naked on red-hot coals, women dis- 
honoured, and every species of brutality that could be imagined 
marked the progress of the Russian army. Marshal Lehwald, a 
veteran of seventy-two, commanded here for Frederick with full 
powers, but could only bring 24,000 men into the field against the 
enemy. In the night between the 7th and 8th of August a Prus- 
sian colonel, who had advanced to reconnoitre, had a skirmish for 
about two hours, when he repulsed the opposing detachment, who 
fled into the woods with the loss of about eighty killed and a great 
many wounded. The Prussians lost only one man. At length the 
two armies approached one another in Brandenburg-Prussia, and 
Lehwaldy finding it impossible to spare detachments £rom bis nume- 
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ricnlly inferior ormjr to protect the wretohed inhabituits, nsolTsd to 
haxard a battle. 

TlIK HaTTLB of NORKITTBN OR QrOM-JIoKRICDORFP. 

The KuHHians, 00,000 strong, wero intrenched in a most Advan- 
tageous eani|> beliind the river Pn'ge), which they had pAMed. They 
sttMtd betwi>«n lianglak and Buschdorf, with a fureat in fnmt called 
Nurkitten, through which there wore three paasee. The left of the 
(>OHitU>n nested on the rivulet Auxino, the banka of which wen 
steep and inipraetieable ; the right wing rested on Weinoton. Here 
at iive in the morning of the 30th of August they were in a manner 
surprimMl by an uncx)»ectod attack ftrom the Pruaaiana. They received 
the Hrst onset with aatonisliing firmness ; but it was continued with 
such vigour that dragoons and husaara, emulating the infantryi 
stormed the batteries and broke entirely the first line of the enemy. 
The Russian army was formed up in four linos, each guarded by an 
intreneliment and dofendi^ by 200 piecee of cannon placed on tba 
atljoining heights. The Prince of llolstein-Gottorp, brother to the 
King of Sweden, at the head of his regiment of dragoona, mated a 
corpH of Uussian cavalry, and afterwaSda fell upon a rqfiment of 
grenadiers, who were cut to pieces. But when Lohwald arrived at 
the second line ho found his force utterly unequal to the attempt. In 
vain did he attempt to penetrate between their lines, or to tako them 
in flank through any openings of the forest. The assailants wen 
every where received at the ])oint of the bayonet and forced baok. 
The 'PruHsiaii General, tlierefore, resolved to retire; but the Ros- 
sians had set fire to stmie villag(*s on the field of battle, and the anokn 
deceived the tnmps in their retn>at as they were retiring under eow 
of their dragoons and hiuwam, and they were unable to distingniah 
friend from foe. The aecond line of the Pmaaians, deceived by the 
smoke, fired on the first, and the confuaion became extreme; the 
troops fell into disorder and wore outflanked by the enemy, who were 
treble their number ; at length, after ten hours' fighting, they had tha 
gomi fortune to be left to retire without molestation, and got back 
in safety to their former camp at Wehlau, the Kussiana retaining 
their intrenched ixwition. The loss of the former in killed, wonnde{ 
and missing was about 1400 men, but the Hussians were thought 
to have lost a umch greater number. The Prussians had at flnt 
made tlieniHelves masters of some eighty pieces of cannon, bnt th^ 
were obliged to relinquisli tliom, together with thirteen pieees of 
their own. Three UusHian generals were killed, and Lapnehin 
wounded and taken prisoner. The Prussians Imt no ofAeer of dia- 
tinetion. The victory was of no advantage, however, fbr Apraxln 
found he could not support his large anny in I'msaia on the aystem 
pursued of annihilating tlio native supplies, and accordingly on tiM 
13th of September he suddenly broke up his camn and fell baek, 
retiring out of l*rusaia with so much precipitation that he left boom 
15,000 or 10,000 sick and wounded, together with eighty guna, behind 
him. The cause of the sudden retreat of tho RuMians waa parltf 

nd principally oonrt intrigue. The Csarinn had fallen ill, aad ttt 
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Gnnd Duke Peter, the heir apparent, who highly respected and ad- 
mired the King of Prussia, was an unwilling spectator of the war : 
besides which, Bestuchef, the Chancellor, was said to have been cor- 
rupted by the English. Be this as it may, he called back Apraxin, 
who retired across the frontier ; but the Czarina did not die, and the 
Chancellor was in consequence disgraced and despoiled of all his 
honours ; Apraxin also lost his post as commander of the army, and 
brought a prisoner to Narva. 



28. Swedish War in Germany. 

After many debates between the King and senate Sweden had re- 
solred on an open declaration of war against the King of Prussia, and 
In the month of August General Ungem- Sternberg entered Prussian 
Pomerania at the head of 25,000 men. The design was against 
Stettin, which was garrisoned by 2000 men under General Man- 
tenfel. The Swedes made themselves masters of the islands of 
Usedom and Wollin, and attacked the little town of Penemunde, 
situated on the river Pene. This was garrisoned only by militia, and 
Boxrendered on the 28th of September after a siege of nine days. In 
the mean while Marshal Lehwald, relieved from the Russian army, 
had detached a force under Prince Greorge of Holstein to the relief of 
Pomerania, and as soon as the Muscovite army had evacuated the 
kingdom, he himself followed with an additional force of 16,000 men. 
Upon his approach the Swedes, who were encamped at Ferdinands- 
be^ and occupied with filling up the harbour of Swinemtinde, prepara- 
tory to the siege of Stettin, decamped, leaving 250 men as a garrison 
at Wollin, who were made prisoners. Another garrison at Demmin 
WM bombarded and forced to capitulate. The Swedes likewise gave 
up Anklam with a considerable magazine: Lehwald then crossed the 
Pene, entering Swedish Pomerania, where he took several towns, and 
detached Lieutenant-General Schorlemmer to the isle of Usedom, 
wiach the Swedes abandoned as well as Penemunde, until nothing 
was left them in this province but the port of Stralsund, into which 
they retired. The Swedish army, though they did not fight a battle, 
kist half their number by sickness, desertions, and other casualties ; 
and the campaign was not at all to their credit, for they came to 
oonqner Prussian Pomerania, and they lost Swedish Pomerania. It 
sneeringly said of them, they came as foxes and left like hares. 

- 29. The Allied French and Austrians surprise Berun, 

I When the King of Prussia left his position near Erfurt to go 
towards Saxony, the Prince de Soubise crossed the SaaU and ap- 
proached Leipbic with the declaration that he intended to free Saxony 
of the Prussians. Prince Maurice of Anhalt was stationed between 
the Elbe and the Mulda, to cover the province with 10,000 men- 
The King himself collected 12,000 to unite with them, and march 
to oppose 56,000 men, under Uie united command of the Prinoo 
Saxe Hildburghuisen and the Prinoe de Soubise. O *be IM 
September the King advanced to Gotiia, which the i i 

I J had quitted on the 13th. On the 19th Major-C o«j 
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occupied tlie town of Grotha with ten or fifteen sqnadroiis, foimd a 
largo body of the enemy, consisting of both French and Austrian 
huBsars, together with some grenadiers and others, advaneibg aguntt 
liim. Accordingly he retired, and they took {KMaession of the town 
and castle. Just, however, as the generals were preparing to duwi 
Seydlitz returned with his hussars, and the French, beiieying that 
the whole Prussian army was advancing, and that no body of hnaaan 
would run the risk of attacking a town without auffieient anpport, 
lost heart, and Soubise giving the word, ''Sauve qui peuty" the whole 
took flight towards Eisenach, leaving a consiaerable number of 
prisoners behind them, and many officers and men either dead or 
wounded. To show how the French made war at this period, it may 
be named that the booty on this occasion included pomades, perfomes, 
])Owdering-gowns and dressing-gowns, bag wigs, umbrellas^ chests of 
lavender water, eau de mille fleurs, eau de sans pareiUe, fnlls, niffleS| 
pantoufles, false tails, and even parrots, &c., while among the pri- 
soners taken were cooks, friseurs, lackeys, players, and prootitutai| 
who were forthwith sent back to follow their pampered master to 
Eisenach. After this affair the King reconnoitred the enemy's aniiy» 
but found it too well posted to hazard an attack. They 
seemed intent on avoiding an action. 

The Prince of Lorraine now observing that the Pmflsian foree ' 
scattered, and the road to Brandenburg quite open, resolved to at- 
tempt a surprise on Berlin. General Marschall was ordered to pn^ 
ceed to tlio Elster to cover this expedition, while General Hadifiek, 
with GOOO Croats, penetrated through the marsh of Brandenburg, and 
on the 17 th of October entered the King of Prussia's capital, and laid 
it under a contribution of 210,000 crowns. The Austrian troops also 
))illaged two of the suburbs, but while thus employed, Prince Maiaiss 
of Anhalt- Dessau at the head of a special corps disturbed them 1^ 
his vanguard, who entered the city after it had been in the poossssion 
of the enemy twenty-four hours. The King, receiving information 
of the enterprise, did not remain idle, but leaving Keith with 6000 or 
7000 men to defend his camp on the Saala, he forthwith marobed 
towards Berlin ; but the alarm had ah*eady obliged the Queen and 
Royal Family to remove to Magdeburg, and the records and other 
valuables were sent off to the fortress of Spandau for securitj. 
Iladdick however had rapidly retired on the approach of Prines 
Maurice, and had rejoined the Austrian army, who were encamped 
at Bautzen; so that the King, on his arrival at Annaberg on the 
20th hearing of Haddick's retreat, returned to Leipsic, while Prince 
Maurice again resumed his position between the Elbe and the 
Mulda. 

30. Frederick advances towards the Saala. 

It was now the end of October, and orders had been reeeived fimn 
Versailles for the French army to take up winter-quarters. But ths 
confederate generals were again desirous of taking advantage of their 
Huperior numbers to penetrate into Saxony^ They accordingly crowed 
the Saala on the 25th, and encamped on the 27th near Weisswfek 
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The King heard of this movement with surprise, and had recourse to 
(me of those strokes of war which is very often the resource of a great 
general to ensnre an advantage more effectual than a victory. He 
made a feint as if he intended nothing more than to secure his own 
dominions, and marched his army back towards Berlin, leaving Mar- 
shal Keith with 6000 or 8000 men to defend Leipsic. The enemy 
mider the Marquis de Crillon, thus taking courage, sent Count Mailly 
to summon Leipsic. Keith replied that the King, his master, had 
ordered him to defend the place to the last extremity, and that he 
wonld obey his orders. The confederates then took measures to besiege 
the city. But before they could prepare any one implement for the 
purpose, they were alarmed by the sudden approach of the King, 
who, judging that his feint would probably induce them to take iSe 
steps they did, had sent orders to all his scattered detachments, some 
of whom were twenty leagues asunder, to be reassembled. Then by 
forced marches he returned to Leipsic on the 27th and rejoined 
Keith, being now at the head of 22,000 effective troops. The fancied 
flight of the Prussian King had been the subject of great joy in the 
enemy's camp. Trumpets and drums resounded from every height, 
as if in celebration of a victory, and couriers were dispatched to Paris 
to prepare the French for the capture of Frederick. The allies were 
not however now inclined to attack, though they appeared desirous 
to defend the Saala, and for this purpose eighteen companies of 
grenadiers were thrown into Weissenfels, and a strong corps com- 
manded by De Broglie was sent to Merseburg. The King imme- 
diately advanced against Weissenfels and attacked it on the 31st ; 
the pkice was speedily taken, and its handsome bridge burned by the 
enemy in their retreat, in the course of which a great number of 
prisoners were taken. The confederate army now divided into two 
parts : one, commanded by the Prince of Hildburghausen, remained 
opposite Weissenfels; the other, under the Prince de Soubise, re- 
mained near Merseburg to support Broglie. The King, aware that 
winter-quarters could not possibly be established near so large an 
army, determined to attack it, and if possible to drive back the 
enemy so far as to have nothing to apprehend from him. On the 3rd 
of November, therefore, he crossed the Saala in three columns, and 
the -confederates assembled their army near Mtigeln, where they 
encamped to the number of about 60,000 or 60,000 men, French and 
Imperialists. 

Superior as they were in numbers, however, the allies were a motley 
mass of many peoples, devoid of all military organization, on whom 
no reliance could be placed, and there were many jealousies existing 
between the French and Germans, which were likely to prevent their 
acting in concert and with effect. The discipline of the French in- 
deed was any thing but exemplary. Frederick, on the contrary, had 
inspired his army with a spirit and discipline which made them act 
as one man, while he was at their head to lead them on with daring 
and decision. 
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31. The Battle of RoBSBAcn, 

Tho King at first ailv&nced to attack the enemyi but on reaching the 
emineiicoa of Schortau ho found tliat the oouibiuod army had Uken 
u]) a vory Htron^ pomtion diiruiK the night. Their frtmt was covered 
witli a dtK3p mviue; their right in a woimI on a high hill, cOTered with 
three redoubts ami an al)attis ; and tlieir left on the atream near 
Mii^cln. lie thertifore deHiHtod from this attempt, and took up hit 
poHition witli IiIh left at lltwHbaeh, \m centre at Scii«>rtau, and hia 
right towards Uedra ; the cavalry being placed in the third line, eon- 
niaiKhMi by tlio great General Seydlita, who liad drilled thia force to 
maiuimvre with hucIi prociidon that tlie men might almoat be aaid to 
be a part of their horses. Thus {mssod tlie 4tli. The confederate 
giMionils regarded tlie caution of the King as the effect of fear, and 
elat(*d with their su|>orior numbers tletenniued to bring him to an 
engagement next morning. Tho two annioH were so near that thej 
could hear the drums beat for the march, and from a hill on which 
the PruHsians had a battery they could see all tlie moTomcnts of the 
opponito army. The morning of the 5th dawned, and the clariona 
and kettle-tlrums of the Frt*noh wei*e heard to give out the marob 
plainly. Sotm the advanced guai*d under Omnt St. Germain vras 
8(MMi to be in motion. The King received immediate notice that tho 
allied army was moving, but as its intention was not obvious he savo 
no orderH. IIih MajeHty had taken up his quartttrs in the Caatw of 
li(».ssl)acli, and was enabled, by caumiig a hole to be made in the roof, 
to aHtM'ud the Hunimit so as to observe tho enemy. They teemed to 
be advancing from their right, and it soon became evident Uiat their 
intention wiut to turn his left flank, and by getting betwoen him and 
WiiHHenfclH cut off his retreat by way of the river, llo could not 
however peiHseive any demoiiHtration whatever on tlie tide of hit 
right flank, and he thought no general could bo so bold or to rash M 
to uiake an attack on flunk and rear, without some attempt being 
niiidc to draw away his adversary's attention from the real point of 
attack. He thui'efon* mistrusted the enemy's intentions, and, coming 
down fi*om his obriorvatory, partook of a n>|Mst leisurely, and with a 
gooil appetite, lie then went forth to addreas his army nearly in 
tlu) fitllowing words: ** My dear friends, the hour is come when All 
thai iH and that ought to be dear to me depends upon the sworda 
which arc now drawn f<»r the battle. Time permits mo to say but 
little, and it is not neccHsary on these occasions to say much. You 
know that thei*e is no labour, no danger, no privations, no watdiing 
that I have not shared with you. All I aak is tlie same fidelity and 
ait'i'ction that I give. Let ino add, not as an incitement to your 
courage, which I do not doubt, but as a tOHtimoiiy of gratitude for 
your H4*rviues, that from the hour you go into quarters your |»ay ahall 
be doubled. Let uh actpiit ourselves like men and put our truat in 
God/' The uffuct of such a Hpeevh need not be described. It wat 
received with a shout, and the look and demeanour of the troopa 
were aiiimatcil to a sort of heroic phi*cn8y. 

At one o*cIockJio again mounted to tho top of the cattle and ptr> 



ceived that the heads of the enemy's columns had arrived opposite 
to his left flank, and were directing their c<»urse towards his rear. 
He now descended, ordered the tents to be struck, and determined 
to avail himself of the nature of the ground to effect one of the 
most singular manoeuvres which occurs in military historv. At 
two it was known that the allies had passed his left flank and were 
proceeding towards Merseburg. The King immediately ordered 
Seydlitz to form up all his cavalry behind the eminences between 
Lunstedt and Reichartsworben, and the infantry also were commanded 
to keep in readiness to follow the cavalrv as soon as possible, and 
occupy the heights. The ground on which his army was now placed 
was narrow, steep, and long, terminating abruptly above the Castle 
of Roflsbach, on which side arose a ridge more elevated than the 
other. The King directed the General who commanded the right 
wing to decline engaging, except to prevent his being surrounded by 
any movements the enemy might make on this side, which was the 
one already protected by woods and abattis. The French seeing only 
A portion of the Prussian army, imagined that it was retreating, and 
fearful lest its flight should be too rapid, ordered their cavalry for- 
ward, who advanced with such expedition that the infantry could 
not keep up with them, and they became separat<*d. The King saw 
the favourable moment, and having all his cavalry assembled on his 
left flank, round which the enemy was filing, now moved them at tuW 
gallop under cover of the ground, and came suddenly upon them, so 
that D«*ft>re tliey had time to form they were in amongst the enemy. 
The manceuvre was executed under the command of Seydlitz, who 
dashed forward, tossing his tobacco pipe in the air as a signal for the 
onset, and burst on the enemy with such irresistible fury and with 
such efTect that tlie allies wont back in the greatest disorder. The 
light cavalry put the heavy cavalry to the rout. The Prussian hus- 
sars were hardy enough to attack with their light horses the French 
gens d*armes. The regiments of Austrian cavalry of Bretlach and 
Trautmansdorf endeavoured to make a stand, but were defeated and 
overthrown. Seydlitz outflanked them, and the cavalx^ who were 
endeavouring to form in rear of those were repulsed. Nor was 
the Prussian artillery idle : a tremendous cannonade preceded this 
dreadful charge and struck the heart /)f the enemy with awo. The 

Sfenerals of the combined army endeavoured to form up their in- 
antry, who now found themselves deserted by their cavalry, but 
It wan without success. As they attempted to form, tlie Prussian 
eavalry charged them, and the gra]>e-shot from their guns on the 
heights carried death and destruction into their ranks, and could 
only be responded to by some weak batteries, which were totally in- 
efficient from tht'ir low range. At this moment Prince Honrv, bro- 
ther of the King, with six battalions of Prussian infantry whicn until 
DOW had remained passive, arrived between Lunstedt and DUsendorf, 
and forced the allies to give way still more. The Prince do Soubise 
not believing that the day was Anally lost endeavoured to use the 
bayonet, but the infantry received the attack with a Are which ' 
ioataiiied as regularly as if they had been on parade. The ] 

<l2 
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could scarcely get up his iufantiy fast enough ; but be ordered ell 
lie could collect to go at once into action, m order to prevent the 
enemy from making his dispositiona, as one inch of ground or one 
instiint of time would have given the enemy time and room to form 
the line ; but the King's dispositions were so exact and ao well cal- 
culated that neither happened. The Prussian foot gallantly marelied 
up to the enemy's batteries and carried them one after another. 
As the left wing got forward the right changed their poaitiony and 
availed themselves of a small eminence to plant sixteen pieoM of 
heavy artillery in batterv, which bore directly on the enemy's ri^lili 
who now found themselves unable to form any line. At five the 
victory was decided. Count St Germain was ordered to eover the 
retn>at witli the regiments of Bourbon, Lameth, and Fitsjames^ who 
fought well. Soubise tried all sorts of new experiments^ b ased on 
false theories, wliich had been introduced by the French martinsli 
as a pendant to the new practice of the Prussians^ but his <wfclnmii^ 
were readily broken, the now system broke down, and nothing !•• 
mained but a general flight. The French as well as the troopa of 
the Kuipii^e threw a^-ay their muskets to escape with more iMililgr, 
and a few Swiss regiments were the last who left the field. It was 
already quite dark when the cannonading ceased, or the rest of this 
mass of men would have been cut to pieces. Night alone wu ths 
preservation of the army, who took advantage of it to hurry into 
Froyburg, and on the 6th, early in the mommg, thev repassed ths 
Unstrut, while the Prussians encamped in a position between MiA- 
werber and Obsohtitz, having Storkau in front. 

On this remarkable day the French artiUery, at all times so mnsh 
feared, had remained in a state of inactivity ; although their eon- 
manders, the celebrated Count d'Aumale and Colonel Briol, wen 
both present. They had 100 officers and more than 1000 artillerymsn, 
but the battle was so suddenly decided that the defeated army wuuB« 
able to make use of even half its resources. Indeed, of the PronlanB 
only six or seven battalions came into action at all, Duke Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, who had ton battalions on the right wing, was new 
engaged. He was oppttscd only by trtM)ps of the Empire, who vot out 
of his way speedily by a most disgraceful flight. The batSe ean 
only he said to have lasted an hour and a half ; in which abort time 
the French lost at least 800 killed, and about 2000 wounded, Mnongst 
whom were seven generals and many ofllcers of distinction ; wmle 
the whole loss of the IVussians did not exceed AOO killed and 
wounded ; amongst the latter, however, was the renowned SeydUti» 
whose arm was shattered by a musket-ball. He was comforted hf 
receiving the highest mark of royal favour, the order of the BImk 
Eagle. Prince Henry was also wounded, and General Meineeke hilled ; 
sixty-four pieces of cannon, and a great many standards and cokMUS 
were captured. As to the number of prisoners taken by the PmssJans^ 
they were beyond all calculation. In Germany, even among F^ 
deriok's opponents, the victory of Rossbach, as itne gained oTer the 
French, was received with great joy. The Germans wens hindlsd 

to enthusiasm by the success <u a German hero, and nnmbtn 
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eren of the Imperial ists deserted their standards and passed over 
to the King. The combined army was followed in pursuit, and 
a multitude of stragglers captured; the panic was so great that 
crowds gave themselves up to a few horsemen ; and in one in- 
stance two dragoons took upwards of 100 men prisoners. Frederick, 
however, treated the French prisonera with marked attention, 
saying, *< He could not regard any Frenchman as his enemy/^ Ge- 
neral Castini, who had been severely wounded, was honoured with 
a personal visit from tlie King at Leipsic, who tried to comfort 
him with many kind expressions of the lively interest he took in his 
nation. ''Sire," said the General, *'vour Majesty pours oil into 
my wounds." The King found on the field of battle a French 
grenadier defending himself valiantly against three Prussian horse- 
men and refusing to surrender. Frederick put a stop to the unequal 
combat, and asked the soldier if he thought himself invincible. 
''Sire," answered he, "I should be if led on by you." In the 
midst of the fight, a number of hares were started, which, inclosed 
between both armies and terrified, attempted in vain to escape. 
The French shot at them and killed them. Some of the Prussians 
exclaimed, " We are sure to win, for the French are killing their 
brothers instead of their enemies." 

82. The French retire before the Prumians on BVEnr side 

OF Germany. 

The French army retreated with great precipitation by Eokers- 
burg, and made the best of their way by Errurt to Hohenstein, 
whence they directed their march towards Halberstadt, many regi- 
ments not halting till they had reached the Rhine : yet by a strange 
inconsistency the French court, which had taken away the command 
from the Marshal d'Estr^es after his victorv at Hastenbeck, com- 
pleted the farce by giving the stafT of Field-Marshal to the Prince de 
Soubise after his defeat at Kossbach. 

Immediately after the convention of Closter-Zeven Marshal Riche- 
lieu had remained perfectly idle, except in plundering the country 
around. He got completely entangled with the pillage and treasure 
that he was amassing ; but the soldiery gained little by these proceed- 
ings, for they lived on in the greatest uncertainty, poverty, and want. 
They revenged themselves on their commander by styling him " Le 
petit p^re la Maraude," and when he returned to Frsnoe the people 
called an elegant little building that he caused to be built at Paris the 
" Pavilion d'Hanovre." No general during the whole of this war 
enriched himself so much as he did; he committed the most ignoble 
acts, not so much for the service of France as to the advantage of 
the mistress of the King and his own. He marched from Halberstadt 
to Brunswick and thence to Luneburg on the 24th of November, 
the same day that Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick, arrived at Sude 
and took command (4 the army which the Duke of Cumberland had 
left there. On the 26th the Duke broke up from Stade and invested 
Harburg, where he left Hardenberg with 25,000 men, and imme- 
diately advanced at the head of 25,000 men against Riobellen. On 
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the 13tli of December the Duke's Advanced guard aitaekcd tbt 
BuburbH of Luneburg, and Richelieu retreated, having lei ftre to Um 
town and magazincB, and de8trt>}'ed the bridge over the Alter. Hal^ 
bur^ capitulated on the 20(h, and BrunHwick then went into winCor- 
quartiTH, an example which was soon followed by Richelieu and Iho 
whole of the French army. 

33. Affair at He.nnb]i8D0RF — Winterfblot killbo. 

Quitting now the war in Saxony, we must turn to the eT«ita that 
wort' fit the name time occurring in Silesia. As so<in as the King 
had ({uitU'd bin head-quartiTM at llemstiidtel, in Lusatia, to meet the 
French nnd Imperialist combined army in Saxony, the AustriaiM 
arlvanrcd a{;ainHt it, taking |)OHsehHion of it on the 6ih of Sept e mbsfi 
and making prinoiiprH of a Frusaian battalion left there for its 
I dffrnt'o. After the King's departure the Duke of Bevem encamped 
n(>nr (iorlitz, while Winterfeldt was with a detached corps on the 
Hol/.bcrg, near the village of Moyn, on the opp«)site bank of the 
NciHH(.>. Count Kiiunitz, the AuHtrian Minister of State, had arrived 
at thJH time at the head •quarters of Prince Charles at Aussig, f<ir the 
purpoHfi of conferring with him and Marshal Daun,aN to tlie militaiy 
f>l>frations of the future. General Nadasti, in order to recomnteod 
hinisirif to the MiniHter, t4K)k advantage of the King's absence, and 
having received information tliat Winterfeldt was also away with the 
l)uKe of Ht'vcm, HO that the two battalions under his command were 
at the moment without a commander, on the 7th of September he 
attacked the FriisHian |)OHt with 16.000 Bavariiins and WiiicoH 
ber^ent. After having been more than once repulsed they mads 
tbeniHelves masters of the eminenci*. Winterfeldt hurried luck to 
tlie aHitiHtanco of his men, as wnm as he heard of the attack, but was 
at liiHt forced to rf*tire with a loss of 1200 men, including the gallaiit 
Winterfeldt himself, who was mortiilly wounded in the breast and 
died in a few hours. He was Fre<l«?rick*s greatest favourite, and a 
man of great talent. Wlien the King heard of this event he exclaimed, 
** The number of my fties hah never sp|ialled me, but how shall I 
replace my generaln V* On the Hide of the enemy Nadasti, Clerid, 
and several other |H>rs<ins of diatinction were wounded; the Pniasiaiis 
loHt the Count of Anhalt and some other officers, and 1000 moi, 
toKctber with six pieces of cannon and several ccdours. The vicliwy 
of tlie AuHtriauH, who remained masters of the field, afforded great 
rejoicings at Vienna. 

34. SCIIWKIDJVITZ TAKBN HY TUB AUSTRIANS. 

The Duke of lievern art4'r this, ap|>rchcnsivc for his communici' 
tiouH, retn'ated fntm Goriitz, and passed the Queitis. Prince Charlet 
ri'Hdlved to attack the Duke, ami accordingly marched tf» Glugaik 
On tbe Istof Octidier lievern reached Ureslau and crossed theOdtf, 
on the other side of which he chose a strong camp behind tho Loha. 

onler to cover the capital and reopen his communicatioo wilk 
er Silesia. Charles being deficient in magazines had 
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iiiwni*f|n tlivnlnii, Imping to jiimnpM lilntHPlf of thiM«0 («f thi* <*iti>niy 
lirfVtis* ihny c%n\U\ iirHvi*. tiu unity mmnlHtml of IMI.fNM), n\u\ wnh 
o|iiHNit*il to only 9A,fHI0. Hut hi* ntlll huH H^hwridullM. wliiHi whm 
h<>i<l ^y tho PruwiAiiM, in hin rmr, nnd wnn ffHit*fii) U ittiitht provn 
(iiiitil«*rtiiin tt> him lit rnun nf a rnvrrnf*. Up tiinivfnrp pnttmupnl im> 
in«HiiAt«*ly iipiMwito Ut till* PriiMiiNtiii, NMt) tl(*tAp)i0(l Nudimtl tn braipM 
tlmt fi»iir«HM»j ff»r tin* lumnf^iwiuii «f it wmh Altm»luti*ty iii»«M*i»i»Ary f» tli«» 
AumHaiir witttpriiiK in Silpniii, mttl Krf*(l«»rit«lc n*giinl««l it of ptpml 
imp4irtnn(*«» tn liimMnlf ah ttip Vvy to tlii* |irt)vin<«(*. 

NHiliiHti Imti with him a formi<)Ahl«* fuii*!*, ^tmHiiitinff pAHly of tlm 
it<»w tvinforoprnpiitH of \Virt*>niliPt*tf nnd UAvni'iA. th* onl<«i*«*d Iwn 
i4(l«H4 iif ttio town to l)o AttAol<n(i, intl on ttip 97^1 of tMntifr tlip |iIai*« 
wim invpHtPti nnti tho ti^nrlioii oprnptl. Tin* l'rnHniAn ffArriHon t*nn* 
HintMl of fitNM) mnn, (*<MninHnit<*(l hy MAiortipiipml Hppvn, \h\ thit 
Smth Ihny niAilo a AAJly, in wliit*h thny iiilMi wonn«l(*il, Ami timli mime 
HOD nipii, nml did Aonit* ilnntAtfi* to tin* tinpH of tlit* hniii*K«*rm On the 
Oih of Novonih^r, howi*v«*r, tlip Anatrinnn h<*gAn to f*i4iinnnAil<f* thf* 
«i(y (^irioiiHlv, And on tlm lOth tin* tliirti pArnllt*) wah f*iitn)di*tpdi 
Th«* AAmo n)tf)it tliivo of tli0 HtAr foHH And r«>donht« wpih* («ArH«*d, 
And in till* ntoniinK thny mndr th<*mm*ivpi« niAHtptit tif tin* hndy of tin* 
(ilAnts Thi* irArrinon tind tlirown up a rniiHidoinhlo pAriiiworli during 
thi* aI(*({«*i h(*)iind wliirli tlir-y now rutirrd. hut thn roniniNndAnt on 
till* 19ih WAN fotvpd to (*A|iitntntf* witli aII liin ffArriHon, Afti*i* a Hii*gi9 
nf RiKit*pn dAyA, Hinop no ho|H* 0}(iAU*d tlmt ih«* Unlio of llpvnrn could 
com« to itH vp\\pt 

3A. Ttit^ tUrri.M op nHnAt.Au. 

Dnrinit aU thiA tinin l*Hnot* riiArl^'A And tin* Dnki* nf 1h*Y(*rn 
n>inAiiiml in ilinlt* (*Ani|m upai* tlrralAU. On thn 14ih tin* KiUK tt>« 
«i>i¥i*ii inti*lli|tPii(«i* of tlip Hurrrndpr ol SohwridnitA \ And on thir* X'JiU 
of Ortolipr NAdAHti rpjoinrd ttip AimtriAn oiini)> with tin* h«*Air|ting 
forr<>. Till* AiiAtriAnN ntiw d(*i*mpd it AdviHAhli* to AttAi*k tin* rruA- 
AlAnA hrfoM* tlip King ctmilil Arrivp, who wan AdvAn(*iiig In aII hnHte 
with liin viotMriotiH Army, And |ii'P|inrAtionM wprp imnipdintply nmdn 
for tlip imppiiding hAttlo. 

TliP rrtiMiiinii wpfp on thr right tiAnk of thn (hlpr, And hAd fK*on)di*it 
Ihpir tinip hy fortifyhig tlipir {Mmiiinn with rpdonhtH, whirh t«ovpr<sd 
DrndAU ; hut It Iian hnpn ihonght thoy would Iiavp doiio hpttpr to 
liAVP inplndpil thp lAltnr within tlipir Hiipa, And hrouwht \\n gunn into 
thpir dpfpin*** hy hAviitg it am ao nimmMiilnhlp point on whiidi to rt*Ai 
tlinir rigln flAiik. Tlip IVuMlAnA wprp drAwn up in two linen in 
fTitnt of ilip fortrrm: oiip Hup waa pninpourd of Infantry, And the 
ntlipr of PAVAlry. Ttip AniitrinnH aImi wrrp ilrAwn up in two linee with 
A rpHprvp. Tho rivpr tiolip ran hrtwppn tliP two Artni«>A| hut the 
TrnMiiAnN liAd not niAdn aa niutdt ot It aa a dpfpiirp aa tlipy onghl to 
ItAVp dono I ArtitioiAl InundAtlotm would Iiavp mor«* pflVetUNliy 
Atrpngtlipni*d (hoir piwition thAU tho Hnmll Aold-workA they hM 
thrown up) a Rtrong AlmtiiA, howpypri on tho right flAuk Al Iht 
Junet on of the liohn with thp Odnr, neiir the yillAge nf IMUhltM, WM 
well gAntlAhe<l with rlHenipn, And wan » gtHnl |im(eetUin. The riglll 
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wio^ rested on Kosel; tho left on Klein Moehberi And thii wm 
further secared by troops extending to the suburb. 

In the night of the 2l8t of November the Austrian army, under the 
immediate eye of Prince Charles and Marshal Daan| who were in 
GroHH Mochbcr, assembled at this point of the Lohe, and tlirew np 
several batteries tu cover their passage. Pontoons also were coUeoted 
in great numbers for the same purpose. The day broke with a fog, 
which woH ratiier an advantage to them, as it enabled them by nine 
in the morning to get forty pieces of artillery into position behind 
intreiichmentS) ready as soon as tlie day cleared to play upon the 
villuges on the opposite bank, which were full of the enemy|8 troops^ 
and were included in the right and centre of their position. The Prus- 
sian loft was under General Ziethen : it consistea of seven battalions 
and twenty squadrons in the first line, and thirty squadrons in the 
second before Gr&bischen, where there was a radoubt, and thert 
wero two more between Gr&bischen and Gabitz. The Aostriaa 
General Nadasti was directed to attack this wing. He was the first 
to cross tho rivulet at break of day, and after passing he drew np 
his f^irce in line between Oltasehin and Kritliem. Ziethen thought to 
outHank this position, by sending his cavalry towards the left into 
tho plain of DUrjalm. This was altogether a false move, for he left 
an interval between himself and the Duke of Bevem on his right, il 
tho very point which was now about to be assailed. When Uie fog 
cleared up at twelve. Prince Charles immediately advanced, and ill 
less than three-quarters of an hour had laid seven bridges over the 
Lohe, in the oiiemy*s presence and under their fire; but the few 
PruHHian guns were effectually overborne by those which the Austriam 
had established on the opposite bank, and although the banks wen 
marHhy, tho stream itself was not broad. 

Thirty-five companies of grenadiers, sustained by twelve troops of 
horno under Prince Ldwonsteiii, all under Uie orders of General 
Sprecher, cnmsed at Gross Mochber. A strong support followed undff 
the command of Lieut.- General Antlau, with a considerable body of 
cavalry under Count Lucchesi. As soon as they got over they all 
formed up in two lines, notwithstanding tho heavy fire of the PnisnisnS| 
which, however, could not prevent this move. Had Ziethen at this 
numient extended his force to his right instead of to his left, and 
advancing as far as Gr&hisclien, fallen on the Austrian flank from tht 
hill before it, and sent his cavalry into the plain below, he might have 
])reveiited the Austrians establishing themselves in this most in- 
portaiit and neglected interval which they now attained : but eveiy 
thing turned to their favour in this attack. The redoubt near 
GrUI>iHclieii was abandoned through a mistake, and occupied imme> 
diatcly hy wnno Austrian ordnance, which took the Prussian linea in 
flank on either hand ; for this was a salient angle of their pueitioo. 
and the soldiers placed here were raw Prussian recruits, who wooH 
not advance under this raking fire to retake it, so that Uie Anatriaoi 
establiHlied themselves here finnly in the very key of the wholt 
position. Ziethen, however, held Nadasti completely in eheck«aBd 
so punished him as to render him incapable of repeating any attaek 



1757.] THE BATTLE OE BSESLATJ. 233 

again during the whole battle ; but Nadasti's conduct in not attempt- 
ing something drew down upon him the anger of Marshal Daun, 
who represented to the Imperial Court that he had not done his best 
in the action, and he was accordingly punished by being depriyed of 
all his employments. 

It was three o'clock before the column under Lieut.- General Count 
Arberg on the Austrian left had passed the Lohe, but notwithstand- 
ing many breastworks, ditches, and other defences, they advanced 
bravely against the redoubts by Schmiedfeldt and Hocheo, and after 
a most bloody contest drove the Prussians out of them. In the attacks, 
howeTer,they fired away all their ammunition,8o that General Schwald 
with his division was enabled to drive them back from Schmiedfeldt; 
bat he being himself taken in the rear, and some of his battalions 
thrown into disorder, now retreated in turn. On the extreme right 
of the Prussians, near Pilsnitz, the Austrians never gained any thing 
of importance. The division of Brandeis repulsed every attempt 
made till dark against this village and the abattis. 

It was now six o'clock, and nearly dark, and the Austrians thought 
themselyes secure, but the Prussians returned to the attack both at 
Klein Mochber and Pilsnitz. The carbineers also strove to push 
forward, but the ditches prevented them, and the night coming on, 
the whole at length retrograded on the suburb of St. Nicholas. 
Here the Duke of Bevem met the retreating columns, to his great 
nrprise, as he believed that Generals Lestwitz and Schultz would 
have taken Klein Mochber, and he had consulted with Ziethen how 
best to support them in it during the night. He now ordered them 
to retire through Breslau in the night, leaving 3000 men there in 
garrison, and abandoning thirty-six guns and about 000 prisoners. 
The whole loss of the Prussians was estimated at about 5000 men : 
that of the Austrians at 666 killed, five generals and 462 wounded, 
and about 400 horses. Among those who had fallen in the battle no 
one was more regretted than Colonel Yeltez, an Austrian ofiBcer of 
great genius. His death occasioned Marshal Daun to exclaim, ** We 
have lost a man who was worthy of leading an army ; and I am not 
ashamed to say that at the battle of Kolin he gave me advice which, 
with his assistance, was the cause of my victory." The strength of 
the Prussians before the battle was not more than 25,000, while that 
of the Austrians was nearly 60,000 men. 

The Prussians remained on the 23rd behind Breslau without any 
attack from the Austrians. On the 24th the Duke of Bevem rode 
out with a single groom to reconnoitre the enemy, when he fell in 
with some Croats who made him prisoner ; and it was remarked that 
he gave himself up to this fate, being ashamed and afraid to meet 
his master after surrendering a position which he had been expressly 
commanded to maintain till the 5th of December, when the King 
expected to arrive. Certainly Frederick gave no heed to the letter 
he wrote in exculpation. He addressed the Empress Queen offer- 
ing to pay his own ransom, but with a magnanimity quite in accord- 
ance with her character she declined any ransom, and set the 
Duke at liberty without requiring any condition. On his return 
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to Berliu he was forgiTen by the King, and made GroTemor of 
Stettin. 

36. Tub Austrians takb Drkslau. 

• 

Ilavinj^ waited a due time for the return of the General, the 
coniTiiand of tho army was assumed by General Kyau, who cariied 
off* tiio gallant remainder of the discomfited army towards Glogmu ; 
but General Lestwitz, who was left at Breslau, gave up the place 
without resistance on the 25th, and retreated with the garrisoa 
after tho army. Frederick was highly displeased at this com- 
mandant, who had hitherto shown himself a oourageoua officer, 
and w'ut him priscmer to a fortress; for by this unfortunate battle 
and the loss of tho capital Austria almost recovered posacMion 
of SileHJa, and the Imperial army obtained a large supply of pro- 
visioMH, firo-arms, and ammunition in Breslau, as the storehonsca 
and magazines were completely filled, and had not been much 
diininiKhtid by the short stay of the Duko of Bevern*8 army in the 
neifrJibourhood. The Austrians, believing that the campaign was 
fiiiiHlicd, prepared to take advantage of this circumstance by making 
Breslau their winter-quarters; the increasing cold in the beginning*^ 
the month of December having pointed out the pressing neceaaity of 
some Huch arrangement for the soldiers. The conqueriira had already 
be^un to provide during the winter months for the government of their 
new con({uests, when the Prussian army under Frederick approached 
the capital of Silesia. Upon receiving advice of the unfbrCuiiata 
battle of Breslau the King pursued his march with surpriaing ac- 
tivity, and continued it for nine successive days without halting. 
Upon his road he was gratified by being joined by hia troops wlio 
had formed part of the late garrison at Schweidnitz. Tlieae men 
chanced to hear, as they were conducted to their prison, of the victory 
the King had gained at Rossbach, and, animated by the tidinga, thej 
one and all rose upon the escort who guarded them and entirely 
dispersed it. Thus freed they marched, uncertain of their way, till 
the sanie good fortune that gave them liberty guided them to the 
army, who were roused and excited by this mark of confidence 
towards their leader — and the slightest occurrence of such a kind it 
construed into an omen on the eve of an engagement The Auatrianii 
on the other hand, professed great contempt for the enemy fhnn 
whom they had at length succeeded in obtaining a victory: their 
superiority in numbers was so great that they tauntingly called their 
opponents the grand guard of Potsdam and the parade of Berlin. 
Daun and Serbelloni had in vain preached caution in order to main- 
tain the advantages they had gained ; but the Priiite of Lorraine 
was impatient at tho timid counsel of his associates, and allowed 
hiniHcdf to bo flattered by Lucchesi, one of his best offieera, who 
pleaded that it was beneath the dignity of a meritorious general lo 
remain statiimary, and that it only depended on another Tiotory to 
put an end to the war at once. 

37. Thr Kino of Prussia mabches into SiLnia. 
Upon information of the King's approach Count Bolow 
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with about 30U0 nion lo oc?u|i} LieK'i'Ui u i> *»> tliuuglit hui Mnj»lj' 
waald JiUB near th*t plnc« ; while Prion Ch>r1es, hating resulted 
lo ga Bud meet (be eiisiny, pBaaed the SchweidniiE, ■nil via tndsed 
■> Hire of TJctorji, lh*t the ramp ovena ioMead of follaHing in rear 
of the trmy, u wu ci»li>ninr}', ncre lent rorward '" the t-'WD of 
{Innmarkt. The King purcuedhiHinKreb through Luratik, Bnil knited 
vHb bis whole force at ax in die evening on the 28ih at I'arihwila- 
(n-lbe-Oder, where be found 1 100 AuBtriang under Counl Gertdraf, 
inntiinll)' ordered tu W attacked, and of whom right> were 
hBIed, ISO CHptured, aad (he rest disperwd. Here he reuuiiaed till 
" Sud of Decetnbir, when he was juined by the whole arni} which 

b«ea under the cnmnmnd of Hie Duke of Beytm. thus incre«»iiig 

iia fiiMo W from 36 000 lo 40,000 men. On tlie 4ib, iu llie momitiK, 
ka innrched to N'eumarkt. Frederick waa ailonished at finding hera 
■a advanced guard of Croau with averiB, and a complete baking 
■jipanttua.aBWelliiaacDnBidcrBblemBgHziae. Heordered his hnBsan 
" ~ rruund the plnceand snmmon them tDearrender,and iipnn tbeir 
al Ziethen fell upon them aword in hand, killed aniae 300, and 
600 priMmen. He now reoeited infuirDBtion that the Ana- 

|[rueral had adtaueed with hia whole armjr to meet him.audan 

IlMring of this unexpected and imprudent etep of hia Bnla)>aniat, ho 
tafnad and uid with a amile to that^e arauud him, " The fox haa left 
Ut hole, and I will puniah bia impertinence." 

Still the King could not help feeling aDxionE when he reflected 
ipsK the |!KBt disparilj' of the two armies in piunt of nnmbera. 
He accordingly euminoned hia j^nerala and ataff officers, and ad- 
'^•Mvd them in a apeeoh which haa lieen preserved in biatory: 
Genilemen, you are aware that Pi-ince Charles of Lorraine haa 
oeeMdcd in becoming master of Scbweidnitz, besting ilie Duka of 
teVMD and poeseaaing himself of BreaUu wbilBt I was nvce«Barily 
bMDt, having been obliged tu check the advance of the French and 
htir allies. With (he moat heartfelt gratitude do I acknowledge 
rendered by you to your fHlherland and to myaeTf, 
one amongst you that ia not diBtiugnished by some 
_ , hivslrouB exploit, and 1 csn conBequenily flatter myself 

with the hope that when occa^juu oflera yon will not fail tasalisTy 
the demands which your ciiuiitry now niaki^B upun your courage and 
de*atiun. Contrary to every rule of art I iDti-nd to attauk the army 
* r the command of Prinee Charles, though jt bo tliree times my 
_ _ strength^ wberesoever and whensoever I may meet with it 
I MBSt venture on this step nr all is loat. We must heat the foe or 
ba buried buneath their liatceriea. These are my feelings, and my 
■liall be in accordance with them. Inform the offioers of the 
of my purpoHe imd resolves ; prepare the soldier* for the events 
which are about lo enauel impress upon tliejr minds thai 1 am jusli' 
fied iu demanding the most implicit obedience from tbem. H there 
be any one who fears to share three dangers with me, he can this 
dsj' deaiaail hit diHiuissal without being b^^qmiL te \W flA^iaM. 
^xepToaeh from me." With % friendly sn«\a\ia taWl«siaii,'*\ V*i. 
-' 'f perfectly assured that not, one ol ^qm ■b'v"^ Xsai* ma- ^ ** 



culate on your assistance, and on victory as the eonsequenee." 
When he addressed them a second time it was in sterner language, 
alluding to the punishments which shonld assoredly follow any 
breach of duty: "That cavalry regiment," said he, "which does 
not immediately after it is ordered burst impetnonaly on the foe, 
I shall after the battle dismount and convert it into a ganison regi- 
ment. That battalion of infiintry which, be the obstacles what tlwy 
may, shall for a moment hesitate, shall lose its standards and its 
swords, and I will cut the facings from its uniform. Fare }-oa well, 
gentlemen, for the present ; we shall soon have beaten the enemy, or 
we have seen one another for the last time." These addresses from 
the King penetrated the hearts of all ranks, and. fanned anew their 
enthusiasm into flame. The loudest acclamations announced their 
resolution, which was still further evidenced by the silence that 
afterwards ensued. The night was passed preparing for the light. 

38. The Battle of Leuthen ob Luba. 



At five in the morning of the 6th of December the King 
already on the move. He had taken no notice of Bulow's detaeh- 
ment at Liegnitz, which he left behind him. Had Prince Charles 
occupied it himself he might have prevented the junction of the 
Duke of Bevem*s army with that of tlie King ; but his movements had 
been evidently paralysed by the advance of Frederick ; for he neither 
advanced to prevent this junction, on which all the King's hopes 
depended and which he could have prevented, nor did he remain to 
receive the attack, but crossed the Schweidnitz, which, though small, 
yet with its marshy banks would have been better in his front, 
inasmuch as any army must have passed it with difficulty in face of 
a stout opposition. Frederick could not have wished for a better 
field of battle than the extensive plain on which he was about to be 
engaged. At break of day his army came upon an eminence in 
front of the village of Boma, about half a mile from Neumarkt, where 
he saw a stn)ng corps posted, which in the twilight he took to be the 
enemy *8 whole army. This turned out to be a corps under General 
Nadusti, consisting of Austrians and troops of the Empire with some 
artillery, and having a strong abattis on the right, and two regi- 
ments of hussars witli the Saxon light horse under Count Nostitz to 
cover their left wing. The Prussian vanguard consisted of thirty or 
forty squadrons, which instantly attacked these and drove them firam 
the field, and Nadasti withdrew in consequence from the hill and 
retired behind the Austrian lines. As the Prussians ascended the 
eminence these last came in full sight. The right of the Anstrisn 
position was behind Nypem, whence the front extended behind 
Frobelwitz and Leuthen to SagschUtz, and Nadasti now came into 
|)osition on this wing, and formed a hiHik towards the wood and lake 
of Gohlau. The large force of which this army was composed, 
nearly 90,000 strong, could scarcely believe their senses when they 
saw the small army of tho Prussians come into siglit to attack them, 
numbering no more than 33,000 of all arms. The King was not 
long in discovering that the weak part of the position was the left 
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witif( ; but lio tiiado gruat (leinonntrationii as if lio would attack the 
right uf tho Imperial army, which no alarmed Goncral liUccheni, who 
commanded this win^, tliat lie nont earnently to diimnnd nuccours. 
Tlieiio were pontponod till tho oiiomy'H ititentioim could he moro fully 
understood; but tho (!ount having repeated his inntances, Marshal 
Daun camn up himnelf to bo at Iiand in oano of noed, and whs per- 
sua<led to ordf>r up tho reserve to ntrenutlicn thin quarter. Scarcely, 
however, had it come forward, when the whole of the Khig*s army 
wan found to bo moving obli([uely towards tho Austrian left flank, 
which rested on the Schweidnit/. river. Marshal Daun accordingly 
flew to his left, and ordered I'rinoo Ksterhazy, Generals Ma(|uirey 
Angern, and all the second line to march and sustain that flank. 

U was about teu oVlock when tlie I'russiiins attacked a battery 
of forty pieces of heavy artillery, tliat covered the Austrian right 
wing, with tho two battalions of guards, and tho regiments of Mar- 
grave ('harles and It?:enplit/., and then advanced under a most 
terrible Are to tho very mouths of the guns with their bayonets 
screwed ; but suddenly tho troops that formed this attack divided Into 
four columns, and part marched rapidly to tlieir right Ut assist in the 
attack of the Austrian loft. Tho King foresaw that ho had exposed 
them to bo taken in flank, and, to protect them, had olaced four 
battalions out of sight behind his cavalry. It happened as he had 
foreseen : the Austrian cavalry came down upon the marching troops, 
and wore received with so severe a flro from these four battalions 
tliat they were driven back and tho columns moved on. 

Aliout one o'chx^k the Prussians commenced their attack of 
the wood on the Austrian left. Prince Oharlcs had flUed it with 
some young troops of tho lijinpire who had never before scon an 
enemy, and the King detected this blunder iinmediatoly. *' De- 
hold the Wirtembergers !'' said he ; ** they will be the flrst to give mo 
place *f* for ho knew they had been pressed unwillinglv into tlio ser- 
vice Against hiuL Six ttattalions under General Wedel nttacked 
with such impetuosity, and the flro was so hot, that tho Wirtem- 
tiergers and Bavarians who wero stationed behind tho abattis could 
not stand it, nnd gave way in great disorder. They fled instantly, 
and were received with fro(iuent dischsrges of musketry from their 
own allies, which added to their confusion. These runaways met tho 
Imperialists coming up to their support, who were marching by 
single battalions in small columns, and so completely did they infoot 
them with their fears, that one nfter another turned about and fled, 
(jenenil Wedel having easily taken possession of the redoubt near 
.SagsfdiUtx, now hastened forward with two regiments in perf(>ct order 
of battle, and their steady approach so paralysed the Austrians that 
they were prevent'Od from ever getting into formati<»n. It was a 
capital fault in their regimental oftioers, since, by any means, the 
enemy should have been checked so as to have enabled over so smaV 
a niitnber U) form, who might have covered the flying tmops, or ha 
attacked tho enemy. Now, imleod, would have been tho time 
llaun to have advanced the whole right wing of the Austrian amk^ 
tlie attack of the left and centre of tho I'mssians, at the inonieni 



238 THE BATTLE OF LEUTHE17 OB LlflSA. [A.D. 

denuded of troops, and the Marshal has been severely blamed for 
omittins; tliis ; but instead of a vigorous attack, Prince Charles only 
chnn^tHl position on the villa^ of Leuthen as a pivot, advancing, 
iudoeii, the right wing througli Frobelwitz, and at the same time 
withdrawing the disoomfited left wing through Gohlau. Leuthen 
had been occupied from the beginning of the battle with troops and 
defendt>d with artillery, and a great number of the fugitives had 
now thrown themselves into it. The King resolved to take it, and 
sent in three battalions, who were instantly embroiled in a most 
murderous Aght : other Prussian battalions advanced one after 
another, until the whole of their left wing was here mgaged. 
lioust^s, gardens, and every comer of the village were alive with the 
iire of musketry and artillery. Three several times the Prussians 
were repulstnl, but it never seemed to have occurred to the Austrians 
to advance and envelope them with their unemplo}'ed right wing. 

During this attick the King had remarked a small hillock covered 
with pines which lay behind the left flank of the new position, and 
he ju«1«red that if he could effect a lodgment upon it he would enm- 
pletely turn that wing ; but it required some manoeavring to deceive 
the enemy as to his object, which drew the remark from Daon to 
the iVincc of Lorraine, ''Ces gens s'en vont, laissuns lea faired" 
Frederick, however, had directed General Driesen, at the head of 
some cavalry, to assault some Austrian cavalry on this flank, and 
though exposed to a heavy Are of grape, they succeeded in fcming 
thoni back. The Prussian infantrv was tlius enabled to attack some 
brigades near the wood above spoken of, and, after an obstinate 
combat, tOi>k it, and thus penetrated between the left wing and flank 
of tliif Austrians, completely outwinging them and getting in rear of 
their army. They wore thus obliged to rctiro and give up the con* 
test at Leuthen. Nadasti who commanded on the left brought back 
his wing to Rathen with grt>at skill, but the Prussian cavaliy 
were hastily bnmght up from near Lol)etintz as soon as the village 
was quitted, and pressed upon the n^tiring troops. They were, how- 
ever, kept in cheek by the .\ustrian artillery, (charged with canister,) 
until .ibout four o*elock, when the n^ginient of dragoons of Bayreuth, I 
assisted by some infantry, got u|H)n tlieir flank and forced them back , 
to Guckcrwitz. Upon tills Prince Charles again formed the line > 
betw(.H>n that place and Lissa, which enabled the defeated army to | 
n^ire thrttugh the latter place to the pontoon bridge below it across ' 
the Schweidnitz. The Austrians fought with great bra%*cry during i 
the whole action, especially at the village of Leuthen, where they re- i 
doubled their exertions and their courage. Marshal Daun sustained | 
the contest with great resolution, and brought them off* with mudi 
ability ; but it was too late. — all rushed in wild confusion towards 
the bridge, and the battle was irretrievably lost 

But though nearly dark the King was not disposed to stop. It 
was an object to him to obtain (mssession of the bridge over which 
the enemy was retiring. To accomplish this he set off with SfttbeB 

1 They are retiring, let them go oft 
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and a troop of huasars after dark, and reached the villHge of Linsa, 
which they entertid in perfect silence. SdOii thoy perceived soldiers 
eoUecling straw, who wore instantly seized, and they adinittod they 
were conveying it to burn the bridge. The Prussians were now recog- 
nised, and a sharp Are opened on them by which many were struck 
down on the side oi Frederick, who immediately sent off for some guns 
which opened upon the enemy, and a confused fight of every kind 
ensued. At length his MHJosty cried out, ** Follow me, gentlemen, I 
am well acquainted with this ground.'^ Ho forthwith turned to the 
left over a drawbridge which led to a sort of castle or mansion be- 
looging to the lord of the village. He was met as he entered by a 
number of Austrian ofHoi*rs wlio had just sat down to supper, but 
had been roused by the firing and were rushing about with lights in 
their hands to seek for their accoutrements and their horses. They 
were oomnletely petrified at sight of the King, who coolly inquired 
if he oould have a lodging there. They were so taken aback that 
they did not venture to mfuse, and showed him upstairs to the best 
rooms. In the mean time the Prussians ccmtinued to arrive in such 
nnmbers that his Majestv inouired where they came from, and 
heard to his surprise that the whole army was on its way to Lissa. 
They had heard the firing and the cannonade, and that fresh troops 
had been sent for, and in the enthusiaNm of victory they had silently 
broken up their camps, and pressed on, striving witli each other who 
should be first to arrive to the aid of their sovereign. 

The generals and field-ofiicers having now also oome in, the 
King went amongst them to receive their congratulations. Prince 
Maurice of Dessau had commanded the Prussian right attack in the 
battle, and came amongst the number. ** Field- Marshal/* said the 
King, *' I congratulate you on your success." The Prince did not 
immediately catch the full meaning of the address. Speaking then 
louder his Majesty repeated his salutation : *^ You don*t hear me ; I 
oongratulato you, my Field-Marshal ; you have rendered me moi^e 
assistance in the battle, and executed mv orders better than any 
man has yet done." But it was the superior skill of the King that 
had won the day. With his inferior force he was enabled to bring 
more men into action at the points attacked than his antagonist,— a 
sublime principle in war which must be decisive, especially when 
the opposing troops are nearly of equal goodm^ss. 

TheKinghad displayed extraordinary vigour during the whole of this 
year, and struck two important blows. He hud executed a multiplicity 
of miivements, fought seven groat battles, and occupied 107 different 
positions. I lis manoeuvres at llossbach and Leuthen will undoubtedly 
remain the lasting admimtion and study of all military men. Napo- 
leon luM left on record his opinion that the battle of Leuthen was 
alone sufficient to immortalize Frederick, for that ** it was a master- 
piece of movements, manuouvres, and resolution.'* On the field of 
battle no less than 21,600 surrendered urisouers, and of those 307 
were ofiicers, including two generals, Nostits and O'Donnell ; 134 
guna and fifty-nine stand of colours were the trophies ; 6674 men 
were killed and wounded| not comiting the Wirtembergers and Bava* 
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rians; amongst the killed were Generals Luoched, Otterwolf, ani 
Prince Stoll^rg. The Prussian loss was aboat 3000 lulled an< 
wounded. When night had put an end to the battle, and all wer« 
lying on their arms surrounded by the dead and djrine, a grenadiei 
began to sing the first line of the hymn, ** Nun danket alle Gott' 
This was taken up and joined in by the 25,000 victors who had sorrirec 
the bloody day. A sublimer '* Te Deum " was noTer performed. 

39. Frederick regains Possession of Breslau. 

The Austrians crossed the Lohe on the 6th, intending if possible tc 

cover Breslau, but Prince Charles found it necessary to continue hit 

retreat towards Schweidnitz, leaving a considerable garrison nnda 

General Sprecher in that fortress. Ziethen with three battalions oi 

grenadiers, three regiments of infantry, five of dragoons, and two 

free battalions pursued the Austrians, who retired into Bohemia, so 

that by the end of the month almost the whole province remained to 

the King, for without a moment's delay he invested Breslan, and 

prepared to besiege it in form. His troops, flushed with victory, 

demanded to be led to the assault; but Frederick, knowing the 

strength of the garrison, and considering the fiitigues bis soldierB 

had lately undergone, and the fatal consequences that might ensoe il 

he failed to obtain the place, ordered the trenches to be opened and 

the approaches to be proceeded with in the accustomed form. He^ 

however, bombarded it sharply, for the cold was extreme, and a 

bomb-shell falling into a powder magazine on the evening of the 

16tli, the bastion attached and half of the adjoining curtain were 

blown up with about 800 of the besieged. This misfortune obliged 

the commandant to capitulate on the night of the 19th, when 

17>635 soldiers, with thirteen generals, many of them the sick and 

wounded in the late engagements, surrendered themselves prisoners 

of war. General Driesen was sent back with a force to beside 

Liegnitz, and on the 26th that place capitulated; Count Bolow, with 

his 3000 men, obtaining leave to retire and join Prince Charies in 

Bohemia. The King found it too late to besiege Schweidnitz, which 

alone remained to the Austrians in the province, but he bltiekaded 

it strictly by the winter-quarters he established, and Keith, with 

8000 men, who had advanced into Lusatia to keep Greneral Blaraehall 

from impeding the march of the King, having accomplished this 

object, returned and wintered in Saxony. 

40. Naval War between the British and French. 

The commerce of Great Britain sustained considerable damage this 
year from the activity and success of French privateers, of which agreat 
number had been equipped in the Islands of Martinique and Guada- 
loupe. The ** Greenwich," 60, and a frigate of 20 guns fell into the 
hands of the enemy, with a great number of trading vessels. On tha 
other hand, the British cruisers and privateers acquitted themselves 
with equal vigilance and valtmr. On the 13th of Mi^ the ** Ante- 
lope,*' 50, Captain Alexander Wood, cruising off the French coasli 
brought to action the French 50-gun ship ^'Aquilon.'* After tbs 
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Und firfIo»»*i tj b*r :c<:«:&ic.i zztltsr iL «■:-. PsiEc^ :: iaBr^-isK^ 
to escape, t&e ** A ;ili:c: " r»= -~'-^ * rfifff x* r>fi» is A^EijfTO? 
Bar, near Bress. »• ^s* sl-s c^ieasi-t a i:.al vreirk. Ti? - AtwI-.k* "* 
had three men k£L*»i as : iaJrfc>=f2 ^ :«cDi-«L A Frec#fe 50 ,r=:s so^ 
the ** Doc -i" Aq::f:ai=*.'' ""-i* iak«s ir. lie =>:ctJi rf Jur^e bj iwo 
British sh:p»-«f-'»'ir after a *fiar7' «ciarKBfEi. Oa :be 21 >t of 
September the - S.*::-bi=T«:r:-'* 32, C&raJn JasDes Gf-chrlss, a 
galian: and aTert ofE^r. "^i: sczt-i'lz*-! hii::jelf en ssiany ;kvxk-.vis 
by eztraordinarv aeis •: f t;*! . cr. i ric^bt : j ic:>c:i the Frecoa 28- 
gim frigate ** fiaaeracde *" o? Bre«. In cne9e•3seQ^? of th? calm 
that ensuedy thv 8aii« drifted fool of each other, and the French 
made an inefiectoal attempt t>:> earr% the ^ Sr.xztJumpton *' by board- 
ing, bat after a serere stras^'e ^'f a qsarter of an hinir* the *^ £me. 
rande " was forced to strike iser fla^, havinz K«t both her captains 
and sixty men kiiied and wonnded. The ~ Soathampton ** had hw 
second lieutenant and nineteen men killed, and ail her officers ex- 
cept the captain and twenty-eight men vere wocmded. The ** Tar- 
tar," 28, Captain Lfjckhart, cmisini; in the Channel, gare chase on | 
the 2nti of Norember to the ** M^tampe," a privateer of 700 tons, j 
moontins twenty-six long 10-poanders and ten 6-pouoder9, with a | 
crew of 330 men. After a pursuit of thirty hours and a running I 
fight of thirty the privateer surrendered, having lost twenty-eight 
men killed and wounded. Captain Lockhart had already rendered 
himself a terror to the enemy, and this exploit was succeeded by 
snotlier a few days later, when he effected the ci>nquest of a French I 
adventuring craft called the ** Countess of Granimont." { 

But perhaps history cannot afford a more remarkable instance of 
desperate courage than that which was exhibited about this time bv 
the officers and crew of a British privateer called the ** Terrible,* 
under the command of Captain William Death, equipped with twenty- 
six carriage guns and 200 sailors. On the 23rd of the previous 
December he had engaged and made prize of a large French 
ship from St. Domingo after an obstinate battle, in which he lost 
his own brother and sixteen seamen. He then secured his prize, 
which contained a valuable cargo with forty men, and directed 
his course to England. On his way, however, he hud the mis- 
fortune to fall in with ''La Vengeance,'* a privateer out of St. 
Malo, carrying thirty-six large cannon with 360 men. They first 
attacked and recaptured the prize; then both ships bore down 
upon the ** Terrible," whose mainmast was shot away by the 
first broadside. Notwithstanding this disaster the '* Terrible " 
maintained such a furious engagement against both as can hardly 
be paralleled in the annals of naval warfare. The French com- 
mander and his second were killed, with two thirds of their 
company ; but the gallant Captain Death with the greater part of 
his officers and almost his whole crew mot the same fate ; and with 
no more than twenty-six persons alive, of whom sixteen were 
severely wounded or otherwise mutilated by the loss of a limb, and 
the other ten with more or less oontuBlons, the ship wm boardod by 
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the enemy, but was bo Blmttcred that it could searoely float The 
victor itHolf lay like a wreck on the water, and the whole exhibited a 
fri^litful Booue of blood, horror, and desolation. With difllctilty tlie 
throe Hhips wero got into St. Malo's, whore they were regarded with 
aatoniHhinent and terror. There was also a strange combination of 
namtit remarkable about this privateer : the ** Terrible " had been 
cfpiipiMsd at KjrroutioH Dock, she wan commanded by Captain DemfA, 
hor tirat lieutenant's namo was Depil, and one Okott waa aurgeon to 
tlio Hhip. 

41. Thb Dutch urord to Hostilities, dbclinb. 

The court of Great Dritain caused a remonstrance to be presented 
to the StatuH-Gencml on account of the facilities they had afforded 
the Fronch tr(M)ps in poHsing through Holland in the beginning of 
this eaiiipaigu ; but it does not api)ear that this remonstance nad 
any effect upon tho Dutch, who wero apprehensive of embroiling 
theniHelves with an enemy so alert in taking every advantage m the 
French, especially when thcrt) won* no UritiHli troops in tlie way to 
back them up. Moreover, tlioy wero unwilling to forego the eom- 
mer(Mnl profits of the war which they derived from either ude by 
meauH of their assumed neutrality. It may bo hoped they got woAlthi 
for thoy {;ot no honour. 

ThuH tenninatiMl this bloody and singular year, memorable perliapa 
beyond any preceding one for tho number of great and important 
actiouH, for the inost extrac»rdinary exertions of military skill In 
different i>arts of tho world, for its variety of eventSy and its won- 
derful revolutions of fortune. 
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1. RURRIAN ARMT irN'DRR MARSHAL PRRMOR BNTBEB PRUMfA.^ 
2. WAR nRTWRKN FKRNrH AM) ALLIKS IN GRRMANT.— S. THK Kim 
liKSlKiiKa ANO TAKRS SCHWRIUNITZ. — 4. IIR LAYS SIROK TO OLMUTI. 
— 5. 8IE<iK OP OLMUTZ RAISRD, AND THR KING ADVANCI8 AUAINR 
FRRMOU. — C. HATFLK OK ZORNDORP. — 7* THR IIRITISII SEND A OOK- 
JITNcn* RXrKDITlON TO THK FIIKNCH COASTS.— 8. PRINCR PBRDI!ia.^D 
OF imUNSWirK CKOSRRS THK RHINK. — n. lUTTLE OP CRKVKLDTw— 
10. AFFAIR AT HANGRRMHArHRN.— 11. AFFAIR IIKTWCKN IMHOFP AKD 
CHKVKRT. — 12. MARSHAL DAUN ADVANCRS AGAINST PRINCR RBNRT. — 
l.'i. FURDKRirK ARRIVKi TO HIS SUPPORT. — 14. BATTLE OF ROCB- 
KIKCilKN. — IR. DRATH AND MILITARY CHARACTKR OP MARSHAL KKRH. 
— HJ. FRKDRRICK RAISKS THK HIKUR OF NRI&SR. — 17. MARSHAL DAUV 
AnVANTKS ON DRKSDKN. — 18. THR KING OP PRUSSIA RKTUBML— > 
UK IIRITISH RXPKIHTION TO FRANCR— APPAIR OP ST. CASr.— 90i 
UltlTISlI KXPRDITION AGAINST THR PRRNCH SBTTLBMBNTB IN APEICA.— 
21. NAVAL WAR.— 23. WAR IN THB KAST INDIB»— <;APTUU Off VOBT 
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HT. DAVID.— 23. IlATTl.K AT HAJAIIMtlNDIlY, IN IIKNUAL. — 24. WAIl IN 
NORTH AMKHICA — CAl'TUHK OK CAl'K IIUKTON.— 26. CAITUKK OK KOKT 
DI) qtJKHNM. 

1. Ill/Mil AN AftMy IINDKR MaHHIIAL KkRHOII KNTRKH I*tUJSHIA. 

Tlio ('Knriiia Kli/.abntli Hou^lit to niiiko aiiioikIh to lior ally tho 
KmpretM (liiooii for tho haniy oviicuatioii of I'riiHHia in tho liuit yonri 
which had takou plnco during hor iliiioHH and agaiiint hor doHirc, 
hy ordoritiir a Mocond inniirHioii to ho iiiiiiiodiattdy uiidortakuii into 
I'ruHNia. The Kiti^, who had drawn ovury availahlu man from tho 
|)rovinco, and had jimt put hiM army, afttsr a uioHt fatif(uinf( campaif^n, 
into wintor-fpiartorH, could not pntvont thin inttnHuro. On tho UJth 
of January, (ionoral Kormor, at tho h«ad of 100.(K)0 nu«n, Mut out 
from Moinol, and tnado a triumphant ontry into KUnif(Nbor){ on tho 
22nd : thiH town waH rofpiirod to do honm)(o to JluMHia on the ynry 
dav that happ^nod to bo Frodorick*M birthday. It wa« univortally 
cofobratod aN a fcHtival by tho riii)(inK of bullM, tho blowing of truni- 
potn, and tho boating of drunm. ihit tho inhabitant*, frightonud at 
tho rucolloction of tho oruoltioH of tho preceding year, cntroatod for 
tho prot4)ctiou of tho iOmproHN. *'It i« fortunate for you/' Haid tho 
General, ''that hor tnont graoiouH MiijoHtv, my niivtroHM, liaH taken 
poMMONMion of thiH kingdom. You can but bo liapjiy undor bur rule,'* 
and he determinod thoy Mliould try it. The adminiHtration woh im- 
mediately placod undor IluHHian oflicialH, and tho MiJiole of KaHt 
rruwiia regarded tm a Ruiwian province henoefonvard until th<* 
end of the war; tho nobility om well an the citiicemi were re- 
quired to tako tho oath of allegiance to tho Czarina ; and prayori 
were put up in all tho churchoH for hor an Movereign. The oath, 
more than tho more occupation of the province, ofTciided the 
King HO nuich, that he forced the magiHtratun) of Drendon and 
other piacoH to Hwear allegiance to him, and never during Ids life 
could he make up bin mind to roluni even for a night to hin kingdom 
of I'ruHHia. Never, however, wan any country more onnily oon(|uered, 
and tho Court of Vienna, to reward thin reaily aoiiuiHitioii, made 
Fenn(»r a count of the Kinoire, while the (jxarina oonfirined all hin 
actM, and created him a fleld-marHlial. The RuMiiaiiH oimtinued till 
after the 2lHt of February (the birthday of tlie hereditary (Irand 
Duke, which wan kept with great Holondour,) in the quiet poHHOHHion 
of KfinigHborg, and adminintercd tlio government with windom and 
order ; but at length Ferinor quitted the place and marched towardn 
Ponierania, carrying with him on :i(),000 nledgoH proviniouH for his 
anny. No Hooner were tlioHo troo])H acroHH the frontier^ an<l no 
longer rcHtraincMl by their Huperiora, than their path waM nuirked, an 
in fonnor yearn, by bhM)d and burning throughout thin unfortunate 
|in)vinco. The operationa of tho liuMiiaiiH wore, nevertlieloHH, inuoli 
nnpeded by tho dilHculty of procuring proviHionN. It wan not enough 
that they were iiiaHterH of the Viatula, Uiey required alMo the Warlo. 
CoiiHoquently they took poHHOMiion of Wmvn, occupied Klbing and 
Thorn, and wouhl havo neissod Dantiidc, but that the attempt failed. 
The iiihabitantH of the town would not i>enuit tlio lliWHiaiiH to tak« 
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posscRHion of their outworks, and made preparations to resist sach an 
endt'avour by force. Tho Russians had no time to spare for contest, 
and Fonnor^s object was tho Prussian states, towards which he 
pursiKvl his marcli, and laid siego to Custrin. 

To the Prussian Cicneral, Dohna, had boon entrusted the defence 
of Poniemnia, and lie was at this time occupied with the blockade 
of Strnlsund. Ho now received orders to raise tho blockade and 
appi'o.ieh tho Russians, but he could do little with his small armv 
a<;ninst ^0,000 men, except to bo on tho watch about Custrin, whicn 
i kept the Russians occupied at their old game of devastation until tho 
' siiinmer. At length a fearful bombanlment reduced the town to a 
I heap of iishes, although tho fortifications ruuiaincd intact. 

2. War uetween Frknch and Allies in Germany. 

While tho French and Hanoverian armies remained in their 

' wintor-ipiarters, tho former at Zollc and tho latter at Lonebui^, 

di vol's petty enterprises were executed by detachments with Tarioua 

success. The Hrst, in point of time, about tho middle of January, 

' was an expedition of 12,()00 men, under tho Marquis de Noyer, 

ni^ainst the town of Halberstadt, which was not fortiiicd, bat had a 

i gan-ison. Unable, however, to defend themselves under such dr- 

I cuinstances against such a force, these retired to Magdeburg. The 

Treneh entered Halberstadt and treated tho inhabitants as severely 

as if the ))laco had been taken by assault. A heavy contribution of 

m<Miey w:ui imposed, and all the com and cattle impressed. The 

I soI(ii(n*s pillaged tho houses and insulted tho owners, and at length, 

I when they <piitted the place, they carried off the principal i^ia- 

I bitaiits as hostages. 

About the 10th of January, the Duke de Broglie assembled a con- 
j siderahle body of troops that were cantoned at Ottersburg, Rothen- 
I burg, and the adjacent country, and advanced to Bremen, where 
they demanded admittance. After some hesitation thev were received 
u])on an honourable assurance tliat no outrage should be committed 
against tho liberty, religion, and commcrco of tho inhabitants. 
During an f)ccupation of six days, however, they exacted a contribution 
of 40.000 florins, and exercised all their accusttmicd Ixarbarities. 
The (Jertnan piH>ple loudly clamourod again these enormities. Coro- 
])laints even were preferred to Versailles against these cruelties, and 
Richelieu was recalled, returning laden witli booty obtained by these 
most nefarious proceedings. Tho Count do Clenn<uit was sent to 
replace him. This man had never seen an army before, not even at 
a review, and was indeed a (^hurchman, elected to the rank of general 
from his courtly manners and talents. When Fn>derick heard of 
the appointment he said, *' I hope the next general the French will 
send \^'ill ho tho Archbishop of Paris." Clermont arrive<l at Hanorer 
on the 14th of February, and found an army of 80,000 men scattered 
over a long extent of ground : his first efforts were to collect them, 
but before he could do so Prince Feinlinand of Brunswick opened 
he campaign. On the 17tli he established his head-quartan at 
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b W t m h^ g, Bflil YaidieB. ud u hi* arfrMK* tbn fled ■itlwiil 
—I or iiiliiiiii»ii» acToat lb* ^Miw-owonvd phka «( Wesaballk. 

« cMl of Fctnaiy ihc Pliata li^ ■•■^i-* luidarif oa tbe 

|«f dw Wear, vUdi Um cmb; kad mw; •^'^ enMstd. 
'e ot tlaj%, »luR the Fnatb, wuler CmuiI da 



It ImIUKmi and ti^» aqawlnns undt^r tlm 

a d* Mara^wc. «»* inreMed «■ lb* &l^ -il Uudi, 

b, after *ix d>j«* opts tnscb«, taerendeiHl al dia- 

Ae Dske de Bniclie was sent to ■ncimir il, but arriied 

, aod 1500 oBt of Uh woo who oomposed Uw gurison, were 

■Bill al tbe bastf capiwilalion, llut thej' acUtered llmuaelre* 

ivciL Uanugka ku aftersaids exiled. An Euglisli Bqna- 

a CoauDodoR tlulmea, compr lied th« Frvneti to evactuU 

" net and Uauover were Bncc«aaiTd)r e*acuBt«L 

ants of tl» latler cil; peneiTed that the Freni^ 

quit it, the; wen averwbelaied at the proapect of 

_ .) tbe Hune degree of vioieaee and aboae as l]i« 

id beea ; bol thdr appr«heD£ioaB vere happily allaj ed 

I and integnl}' of xitt Dul>e de Randan, the governur, 

~ d[ eflectaaJ mnsurea lor ivstraining the auldien 

la et the moal rigid dtKipliae aud modemtioD, but 

ibit«d a noble proof of generoeiij' bejood example. lu- 

I the miiisiiuea of proiiaions, according Ut the 

■r, he onioFed tbe vliule lo be aold and the pn>- 

Md among the piMir of Ihe cit)' who had h«ii loDK 

le bomrs of famine. The Hegencj of Hooovfr, dcopljr 
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soino r(«))(>so, nnd ho was awaiting oonaidorable reinforcements from 
I'iUgluiui. 

3. TlIK KrNO BK3IEGBS AND TAKES SCHWSIDNITZ. 

The King of Prusnia continued at Breslau daring the months 
of January and February, making preparations for the siege of 
Schwcidnitz, which he Iicid closely invested. His light troops^ 
supported by some regulars, were continually employed in beftt- 
ing up the Austrian posts in the mountains, to prevent thera 
from a))pi*oaching Schweidnitz. On the 15th of March the King. 
broke up his head -quarters, and moved to Grissau. Sohweidniti 
lind a garrison of 6200 men, under General Thierheim. In the 
night botwoon the 1st and 2nd of April, 0600 Pmssians, under 
Lion t.- General Treskow, opened the trenches. The Prussians did 
not Hhine so much in a siege as in the field, and Frederick, who was 
not )>artial to this species of warfare, was niggardly in his means 
for carrying it on. During this siege. Colonel Balby, who was a 
Froncli ofiioer in tho Prussian service, and colonel of engineers, 
mndo the most urgent complaints to the King, stating that in 
ord(>r to got the worn-out soldiers to do more work, they required to 
be Rtinuilatod by some advantages: he therefore begged that they 
might have daily meat and beer served out to them. ** For GodrB 
Kake, sii*c,** said the zealous officer, "do not look at the expense.** 
Tho a]>))eal answered. Tn a few days nine batteries were erected. 
On the i:uh and 14th twenty-four heavy guns and thirty-six mortars 
were in battery, and silenced completely the iire of the besieged. 
On the Ktth Balby proposed the assault, for the sap had been cairied 
up to tho palisades. The Galgeu fort was taken accordingly on the 
Kith, when Count Thierheini surrendered, with two generals, ITS 
officers, and Ci43n men. This conquest is said not to have eoet the 
Prussians 100 killed. 

4. He lays Sieob to Olmutz. 

The Austrians had been making great efforts during the winter to 
recruit their forces in the electorate of Saxony, under Marshal Daun, 
and were now in a condition for action. They were here opposed by 
tbirty battalions and forty or forty-five squadron8,under I'rinee Henrji 
who bad also garrisons in Lei|)sic, Dresden, Torgau, and Pinuu 
Field- Marshal Daun assembled his army on the 20th of ApriL With 
tho HU))erabundaut caution and foresiglit that distinguished this con* 
sununate (ieneral, ho had thrown up intrcnchments along the Bohe- 
mian frontier to guard against any interruption from that quarter. 
His head-(|uarter8 were at Skolitz. (jeneral lioscow with a considei^ 
able eorps was ]>1aced at Trautenau, on the road that leads from 
Holieniiato Laiidshut and Schweiihiitz. The Duke d*Ahromberg with 
a corps of reserve was posted at Nachod, and General Loudon with 
his light troops at Lewin. De Ville had entered Olmuts and left some 
ti*oo]m near Obschau. Frederick did all in his power to oonflnn his 
advei'Hary in his apprehensions for Ik>hemia, wliile he was making 
all necoHHory pre])arationB with great secrecy for the exeoution of a 
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far different object to that which Daun was so carefully providing 
against. He resolved to make Moravia the seat of war this year. 
It was fresh ground, as yet untouched by the ravages of war. The 
many difficulties inseparable from an invasion of Moravia were 
increased by the Prussians having no magazines within forty leagues 
of Olmutz, which it was thought necessary to besiege ; but in spite 
of all this the King resolved to undertake it. The different bodies 
of the enemy's troops that could stop his progress were diiven 
back, and the army destined for the siege assembled at Neisse. It 
marched forward in two columns. In three days that led by the 
King arrived at Troppau, and the other led by Marshal Keith 
at J&gerndorf: both entered the plain of Olmutz on the 3rd of 
May, the one by Sternberg, and the other by Gibau. The march 
was so rapid that they moved forty leagues in three days. General 
de Ville, who had commanded in Moravia during the winter, threw 
8000 men into the fortress under General Marschall, a man of ex- 
perience, courage, and determination, and on the approach of General 
Werner with the Prussian vanguard retired to Prossnitz. On the 
arrival of his Majesty in person with a corps of infantry and 
dragoons. General de Vilie retired to Predlitz and Wischau,on which 
Prince Eugene of Wirtemberg with four regiments of dragoons, one 
of hussars, and some battalions of infantry occupied Prossnitz. The 
Prussian army had marched so fast as to outstrip the battering 
ordnance destined for the siege ; but General Fouquet, who had been 
left in observation of Marshal Daun, seeing him now disposed to 
move towards Moravia, reinforced the garrison of Giatz and hastened 
back to Neisse, where the remainder of his corps was placed ; whence 
he conveyed the ammunition and artillery destined for the siege, so 
that he reached Gibau on the 12th of May. As soon as the arrival 
of the siege artillery was intimated to Daun, he formed the plan of 
advancing upon the King, and proceeded to Gewitsch, while General 
Harsch posted himself on his left at Muglitz, and Jahnus between 
both, near Loschitz, General de Ville coming into position on the 
right. General Loudon was at Hohenstadt, with posts at Aussee. 
Strong parties were sent forward to observe and restrain the enemy, 
and they alarmed their posts, and attacked several with success, 
destroying and taking much forage : in all these skirmishes the Aus- 
trians obtained great advantages. General Marschall put the works 
of Olmutz into complete defence, levelled the suburbs, and inundated 
the side near Hradish. The works were of great extent, and in a 
marsliy situation, which rendered it difficult of approach, and it was 
recognized as a place of strength, and capable of resisting a siege in 
form. 

Field-Marshal Keith took on himself the conduct of the siege of 
Olmutz, and Colonel Balby directed the works as chief engineer. 
This officer made a remarkable mistake at starting : he determined 
to commence his lines on the side of the Tafelberg, from an idea that 
the river forts could not here enfilade the trenches, but the distance 
was found to be so great that their artillery could not compass it It 
was the night of the 27 th of May when the trenches were opened. By 
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tho 30ch the first p^inillol was coiiipiotiMl, and on tho Slst a oannonade 
waa opened from forty guns and niortoi'Sy which liad no ofiTect from tho 
distiiiuv. On tho 4th of Juno tlio neoond |>araUel wan finialiody but, 
as was oxpoetod, it was so ontiladed ftrom tho river forts that no hat* 
toritvs oouid bo erootod upon it. Ou tho 22tid the aap was oarricd to 
tlio foot of tho glacis. 

Marshal Daun was in command of an amiy raw and undiaeiplined, 
and was not yet in a condition to give tho King battle, but in the 
post ho had placed his anuy ho had no apprehensions of being 
attnokod. nor wore tho Prussians able to prevent hia commuiiioatiun 
with tho boleaguored town by moans of the river Moiava. Hia great 
object, thorcfoiv, was to intoiH.vpt tho IVussian convoys. All houea 
of tho bosiogors* success at tliis niomout rested ou tho tfniel)' arrival of 
a l-.u'^o convoy from Silesia, and Ziothcu Imd been dispatched witli his 
corps to protect the convoy, whicli was also escorted by 4000 men, 
and was to leave Trop|)an on tho 25th of June. Daun having intelli- 
giMiooof this riMnovod to Kf^wanowitz, and sent forward a detachment 
to Pivraii in onlor U> attack it on the side of Stadt Liebo, while 
Jahiius on tho loft was to advance to ltahru,so tluit tlio enenty might 
bo attackoil on both sides at once. Cionoral St. Ignon, who was at 
Prorau, hearing that an inferior foret> of l*russians was before him at 
Wisternit/, resolved to fall on them. Keith, however, was enabled 
to give Cieneral Meyer timely notice of the enterprise, and he aocord- 
iiigly kept his people under anus all night; but although the |MU(ob 
he bud si>nt out bad not rt*tunied, yet as he iH^rceived no appearance 
of an enemy at half-iviist four in the morning, he ordered his men to 
turn ill. They hiul scarcely unsaddled before the enemy iieuetrated 
into tho camp, cut to pio(*es nniny men, wounded and made priaonos 
many more, and compelled the rest to ivtiro to Drosdin. Keith then 
ordeivd Meyer to ivtreat to Uollitz, but his men were tlirown into 
con fusion by some cavalry and forced back aci'oss the Morava. 

In the mean time Marshal Daun, thinking the op)H>rianitT 
favoiu'able to strengthen the gaiTisou with a rcinforci'ment of frew 
tnH>ps, detached lieneinil lUilow on tho LOth with 1200 infantry, 
and about thirty artillery, who ari'ivcd without diiticuity at Prerau. 
Cieneral St. Ignon then sent towainls Ohnutz some strong (wtntls, who 
coneealed tho march of Hulow. That lioneral, furnished with guidea 
who knew every nook of the country, led his men through thickets 
and wilds, succeeded in eluding the vigilance of General Uetautw, and 
on the 22nd, at daybi-eak, fortunately entered the fortress with his j 
whole detachment. The King was takm by surprisi> at this success, | 
and exclaimed with astonishment, **ls it indeed the AustriansI they 
are learning to march.** 

Tlie expected convoy had ari'ived on the 2(>th on the heights near 
llauisidi, under Colonel Mosel, but the nmds being ver)' bad, and 
the line of maivh of so grt^at a train very tedious and full »f impedi- 
ments, Mosel was com]>elKMl to stop in that town till the 27thy that 
the whole convoy might come up. 

In the mean time Cieneral Loution ri'nchetl Sternberg on tlie aamo 
day, and posted his iufanti'y on ail the comniandiug grounds, with his 
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tilry oil tlio plain U) tho ri^ht, ho n.H rtVootUHiiv to liimlrr tho Kiiif; 
II roooiving tlio HinallfHt intolli;;i*iH*o nH to tin* futo of Iiin ooiivov. 
;iiit>I Woriioi* had iiulood boon tlottiohoil by /iotlioii, wilii li t'oroo 
iifnntry and cavalry, to ooninuinioato with Mo^toi, but oould ym- 
I no furthor than (libau. On tho 2H(h, in th«« nioniin^, I,ou- 

advancoiL to tho dofUo botwoou lhuitM*ii and Alt Liobts lluMiuuh 
ch tho conv(»y niUHt ubHohitoiy paHH. Coloiu'l MohoI hail in liko 
nicT put hiinw^ir in motion at lii*<>ak of day, and wam hooii in hIkIu 
hu AuHtrianH, whon \\v iinniodiatoly attaokod thoin, mid mioooodrd 
)UKhin;r thoni back, with th(« lo^tH of ono ^\n\ and *J(H) priNononi. 
idoii, thorcfor(>, foil baok to Hahrn. MoHoi, howovcr, would not 
liiiiiHolf be drawn into |iiirHuit. Tho poaHiintH with th<* ooiivoy had 

nway panic-Htruck at tho ixvHi Hhot, and tho huHHurH and (!roalN 

plundorod ovory wa^^^on ; but ho wiw onabl(«d to Nond off 

utant Hovillo to ajipriHo tho Kin^ at rroHNiiitK of tin* aifair, nnd 

ttiicod luH ooiivoy iiH far uh Noudorfol. Iloro, on tho ni^ht of tho 

1 or 'J!)th, ho wiih joinod by /ii'thcn and (lolonol Wi«rni<r, and it 

dot4*rniinod to roinain in tho inountaiiiH on thii*JfHh,to oolli'ot tho 
|)lo together a;;uiii from tin; thickotH in whioli thoy had oohooiUimI 
iiHolvoK. On th(! IWih tho ooiivoy iTHUiiHid itH iiinroh ul bronk of 

on tho road to l)oinhtiidll. Ily tho thday, howovor, fioni'rnl /in- 
itz had tiinu to oomo up to join Loudon, and h(} noMtod \m rorpn 
; tLH Hoon aH about 120 wa^^oim had |>nHm'd tlm dolilr, hn oiionod 
ovore a tiro of artillory that it killod iiviiry liorHo, and linMij{lii tho 

of march abHolut<'Iy to a htund. /iotlion m^nt forward finnt^ral 
kanimer with about 200 huHharM, who ^ot |ioHi(om«ion of M'vural 
H, but Loudon coming up at tho Haiini motnoiit from Hahrn 
ckod th(! convoy on tiiat hid«-. /iHkowit/ had iMMnirod bin arlilb'i'y, 
ch ]>Ia}<-(l iiicoHHaiitly ufion tin; wa^^oiiH,wi an itt drivn tin* convoy 

irretri<;vablo confunion. 'I'lio combat wan vory olmtinato, and 
:d above two boui'H ; but the wliolt; convoy waH brokt-n, bnnind, 
cuttorod. /iotli'-n, th'rn'fon-, waH forfftrd to rotin-. on 'rro|f)iun, and 
' (jciioral lioH<:oWy wlio cominand'-d tho avant f(aid<-, nnd iiad 
•n advanta^o of tho <:X|doHi(iiiM and ttonfunion Ut ^ft off tmuin of 
(Hinvoy, arrivf;d with about 2fti) wa^^foiui (all ho could co)h:ci^ At 
:h*i5 army. 

SiKfJK or ()i.mi:t/. UAiHKtt, Asii TfiK Ki.10 AtiVA:9t:rn AhAinvr 

Kkkmou. 

he blundr-rH and t\*'\ii\H ati<:odin(( tli(: H\*'t(*'t tb*: innidf* and 
'r|iriM: of tb<: Austrian oiitpohtM, tb<: tu:iuu\ uhVi*:K»iiou of part of 
t<-rritory by tb<; (t.uKS'.i:insf,:iiid, abov<:n.|l, tb<- lo^n of iUtn iro|iorLAnt 
^oy, iiidiic< d t)j<: Kio;.^ to r»i:-.<; th<: r.i<-.((<: of Olniut/., wbicb oij;(bt, 
ijtb, n<:v«r to bav; b<:' n iifid<:rinkf-n, 'f bin -mah A/!COiopli':b«:d wiLb 
I hkill by i-'i<-id-M;irs:)i;il K'-i-b that b<-. w;»n «:iiabj«-d Ot iinttg^ tkMtt.y 
iiH cannon ai.d prsvp-.j'/osj, tv,i| ur tbr<^<: iif^:l<-<% \,\fj:$\% of artiikry 
o r<-rnainiri:{ an -a n.'-.w-itV, that Olroot/ bnd <;v<.r !/<.< o b< «i«:i(<-d« 
r;rdin;.dyy on t.'j': I".*, of July, J r«;d»:rick «omniorM:d tb«: «'ij.«-ij/»r 
fjm t/# i.iii pr*:vn'-'r, and tbo*-. a/Jdr«:WM:d Lb^n : •*'/«-oU»-i/*«-fi, tbft 
ny ban found Ut'-.tkt.^ Ui tUxlr/y iU*: convoy 7>h'u:U »a« on ita way 
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from Sili'sia. In consequence of this disaster I am compelled to 
raise the siege of Olmutz. Don't let officers suppose that all is lost 
in consequence. Far from it — all shall be repaired, and the enemY 
shall feel the result. Officers therefore must inspire the men with 
courage, niid not permit murmurinfrg of any kind. I do not expect 
any one to show pusillanimity, but should I, contrary to my expecta- 
tions, find such to be the case, I shall visit it with the utmost severity. 
I shall now march and will attack the enemy, be he posted where he 
may, in front of one or several batteries ; yet,'* here the King paused, 
an(l nibbing his brow with the handle of his Spanish cane, continned, 
" I shall do nothing without consideration and forethought, and I 
cherish the conviction that every officer, and indeed every private, 
will have confidence in me that I will do so. 

The conduct of Marshal Daun on this occasion deserves the highest 
commendations. He had freed his country, he had driven away his 
adversary from a conquest he deemed secure, and that adversary the 
King of Prussia. He had delivered Olmutz, and this with scarcely 
the ioB» of a man. He had well understood when to avoid a battle and 
when to engage, so as to do so with advantage ; and he had brought 
the King on tliis 1st of July to such a point, that it was equally dan- 
gerous for him to risk a battle or to raise the siege. In resting 
where he was Frederick might well apprehend that Daun would attack 
him in front, while the garrison did so in flank and rear, supported by 
the considerable divisions of Loudon, Jahnus, and Ziskowitz from 
the side of the mountains, all of whom were now closed up aronnd 
Olmutz. In such a position it required all the prestige of his name 
to impose on any enemy. On a dispassionate survey of the King of 
Prussia, ho invaiiably commands one's highest admiration when 
dangers are in every path, and his fall, to all ordinary calculationSi 
inevitable. In such cases his powers of mind are exalted to the 
highest degree, and his genius shines out quite equal to the emergency. 
On this occasion Frederick's arrangements bore the stamp of the 
master-mind. Marshal Daun very naturally supposed that his 
advei*sary would take the shortest way back to Silesia, and the King 
strove to confirm him in the false assumption. He dispatched a 
courier to the commandant at Ncisso with wTitten orders to have 
bread and provender in readiness against the arrival of his army, and 
the troo])(.>r ])laycd his part so skilfully that he allowed himself to fall 
into the hands of the Austrians, who not sns))ccting any stratagenii 
guitiod possession of the dispatch, and immediately turned all uidr 
attention to the occupation aiid defence of every road and pass that kd 
that way. Instead, however, of adopting that road, the King resolved 
to aveit the war from his own dominions, and take his retreat 
through the territory of his enemy. Concealing under an inces- 
snnt tiro his intention of raising the sie^e, he struck his camp at mid- 
night, when the main army under the King directed its course by G«- 
witsch, and Marshal Keith, covering the siege tnun and waggoUi 
marched by Littau and Muglitz. It was the 4th before tlie Austrian! 
came up with the latter at Krcnau and engaged him. On the lOili 
llatzow with the rearguard was attacked by Loudon, and lost 
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f^ns, but Keith came up to the rescue, and the PrussianR resumed 
their march. The garrison at Troppau and what remained of the 
convoy and escort under Ziethen marched away to Neinsc, ff)llowed 
by General de Ville. On the 11th the King arrived at Kdnigsgr&tz, 
driving out of it 7000 Austrians under Baron Buccow, and cstablisliing 
camps at Lcwhi and Heincrtz, where lie remained in position till the 
S5th without being attacked. General Fouquct was accordingly 
I enabled to move witn a detachment to convoy the siege train to Glatz, 
which he hanpilv executed. On the 26th the King removed to Neu- 
stadt, as if tie mtended to pass the mountains by Trautenau, which 
made Marshal Daun adopt tne necessary measures to prevent him. 
The Prussians remained at Neustadt till the 3rd of August, and on the 
7th passed by Brannau and Fricdland into Silesia. Thus ended this 
remarkable retreat, altogether without example, and not comprehen- 
sible on any established principles of war. The imperial government 
were displeased with Marshal Daun for permitting the escape of the 
King, but reconciled themselves to the fact that Moravia and Bohemia 
were freed from the enemy. They struck a medal on the occasion, 
in which Daun was honoured with the title of the Gorman Fabius, 
with this inscription on the exergue : ** Thou hast conquered by thy 
procrastination. Continue to conquer." 

The Russian army under Marshal Fermor was all this time in the 
neighbourhood of Custrin. This is a small but very strong place, 
situated at tlio conflux of the Oder and Warta, which latter river is 
narrow, but very deep and rapid in its course. The town is sur- 
roanded by the swamps of these rivers, and there is a timber-bridge 
aeroM the Odor, defended by an insufficient outwork, from which 
the Russians bombarded the town. It had at this time a strong 
garrison commanded by Colonel Wittenau, a brave and competent 
gOTeroor. The garrison was summoned on the 17th of August in 
true barbaric style, by a threat to storm and sabre the whole if they 
<Ud not surrender immediately. The answer of the commandant 
waa : ** The town is in fact nothing but a heap of stones ; but the 
fortifications are in good order, and the garrison has not suffered. 
I will defend myself to the last." 

The King leaving Field-Marshal Keith with the greater part of his 
army at Landshut for the protection of Silesia, and taking only 14,000 
men with him left the army on the 10th of August, and hastened by 
foreed marches to make head against the Russians. In eleven days 
he arrived at Custrin, having accomplished a distance of sixty Ger- 
man miles in the space of four-and-twcnty days. On his arrival at 
Frankfort, on the 22nd of August, he mot President Rothenburg, who 
had left Custrin during the bombardment and acquainted the King 
with the disasters that had befallen the town. The army had indeed 
paaeed thn>ugh the devastated province covered with smoking ruins, 
and was therefore full of ardour, and desirous of revenging themselves 
oo an enemy whom they had not yet encountered, but whose cruelties 
and devastations required to be atoned for by their blood. The King 
had at first intended to halt at Frankfort, but as he stood on the steps 
of the honee in which he liad supped, the shots of iho bombardment 
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of Custrin were distinctly heard. As the sound of each dis 
reached him, it was observed that the King took a pinch of siii 
it was evident that notwithstanding the firmness of his clia 
there was a feeling of pity for tlie fate of tlie unfortunate tow 
an increasing anxiety to fly to its relief. He was leaning agaL 
doorposts, and Prince Maurice of Dessau and Seydlitz wer 
him. Orders had been issued to march at daybreak, but pr< 
he ordered an immediate march, and the whole army started i 
ingly at two o'clock. The King, attended by six hussars, rode ft 
towards Grolzow, where he found Count Dohna. ^ Well," s 
'* how goes it ? Do the Russians stand firmly V* *^ Yes, your Ma 
was the reply, ''they stand like walls." '* Good, they wUl U 
bricks." Immediately on his arrival he mustered Dohna's 
who were all in the highest order. ^' Your men are all exce< 
smart," said the King ; " I have some with me who look like ^ 
but they can bite like adders." On the same day, the 23rd of J 
the King unexpectedly crossed the Oder, near Giistebiese, two 1 
lower down. On his way he took twelve Cossacks prisoners, tl 
he had seen, and turning to Major Wedel said, ** Mit solch 
sindel muss ich mich herumschlagcn ^" The men that escape 
Fermor the first intimation of the King's march, and he imme 
ordered the siege to be raised. Ou this Frederick rode to C 
and going on the ramparts that overlooked the town, he was 
to exclaim several times, ** Incendiaries ! incendiaries ! " 
Kirschberg battery he met the commandant, with whose d 
though most gallant, he was not satisfied. That officer attei 
to justify himself, he added, ** It is not your fault, but mi 
making you commandant" He ordered money for the imn 
relief of the unfortunate inhabitants. 

6. The Battle of Zo&ndorp. 

The corps brought from Russia under General Browne join 
army which had lain before Custrin, and thus made the force 
the field under Marshal Fermor 50,000 strong. He advan 
meet the King as far as the banks of the little river M&tz< 
drew up his army in a way employed in their Turkish wa 
immense square, in the middle of which were placed their a 
their baggage, and reserve, their artillery being on the outsidi 
the Cossacks' position extended between Zicker and Qoartschi 
village of Zomdorf being behind it. The field of battle was 
two leagues distant from Custrin. Between two and three 
morning of the 25th of August, Frederick crossed the Miitze 
the mill called Darmiitzel — the cavalry passing higher up 
bridge of Kerstcn — and proceeded tli rough the wood called ] 
out of the sight of the enemy. At Icngtli Fermor percciv 
Prussian army, 32,000 strong, with 117 guns, approaching! 
Batzlow and VViikersdorf towards Zomdorf. When the "B 
soldiers beheld the arms of the advancing enemy glittering 

1 With iuch a rabble I must lay about me. 
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3 morning sun, they raised a tremendous shout of *' Prussac 
le Prussians are coming ; '* and the Protopopo surrounded 
, all bearing conHCcrated flags, rode solemnly along the 
the square and blessed the troops. TIio King having, 
ed and found that an attack could not be easily made 
ide he had advanced upon, marched i*ound to the opposite 
squjire : conseciuently the right of his army became the 
lie loft the right. The Prussian army immediately formed 
' left behind Zorndorf, and their right about 800 paces 
ersdorf . It was formed in three lines, two of them infantry, 
,valry behind it had orders to advance only when the enemy 
mi into confusion, or to protect the retreat of the infantry, 
*y, and favour its rallying. The artillery was disposed along 
; Prince Maurice was on the right with the first line; 
[anteufel on the left with the second ; and General Seydlitz 
avalry. 

ssians awaited the King's approach motionless and in pro- 
nce, and the Prussian artillery began to fire, directing a 
; (liHcharge upon the Russian square. This order of battle 
found efficient during their wars with the Turks, in check- 
}()rderly attacks of undisciplined troops, but it is the worst 
1)6 adopted, for it prevents all possibility of activity 
or defence, and the fire of great guns produces dreadful 
upon the troops. Captain Tlelke, who served with the 
rmy, states, that in a regiment of grenadiers in this square 
men were either killed or wounded by a single cannon-balL 
3 also great confusion among the baggage inside; the 
:amo unmanageable, and it was necessary to remove the 
ut of the sijuaro and place it behind under the cavalry. 
ft of Zorndorf had been set on fire that it might impede the 
f the enemy, nevertheless the Prussian infantry advanced to 
supported by 2200 grenadiers ; but although these charged 
ayonct, it was imposHible to gain a foot of ground from 
nted foe. In the impetuosity of the onset they had out- 
enoral Kanitz, who should have supported them, but who 
>und Zorndorf bore too much to the right, and exposed his 
The Russian cavalry took advantage of this, and the grena- 
lions under General Munteufel, when charged, fell back in 
imion. This was about eleven o'clock. The Russians then 
wild impetuosity from their ranks in the square, uttering the 
peculiar to them, •* Arra ! arra ! " (victory,) and dashed in 
I a state of inexpressible confusion. In this moment of 
d dismay, when all seemed lost, Frederick by a rapid and 
novement brought up the whole cavalry of his third line, 
red with irresistible fury from all sides upon the Russians, 
infuntry in flank, and followed them through the yet 
illage of Zorndorf. These unfortunate soldiers now pre- 
appearance such as had never yet been seen on any field 
instead of closing and forming into compact bodies after 
ponded all their ammunition, they stood still like statues, 
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allowing themselves to be cut down, so that it was easier 
them than to put them to flight. The confusion was terrible ! 
description; the whole liusiuan right was driven back in 
marshes of QuartHchen, where stood the baggage; and as h 
they reached this, barrels of brandy and other spirits were 1 
and drunk by the fugitives, who reeled away in no fighting con 
At length the Prussian cavalry returned to their old poeitic 
formed again. 

All that luul now occurred happened on the Prussian left 
The brigades of the right wing, which had scarcely adrancec 
received orders to attack the Muscovite left, and the ordiian 
commenced their fire. But the Russian cavalry came ot 
extraordinary courage, endeavoured to seize the batteries 
actually succeeded in becoming masters of one. They were re 
by the regiments of Normann and tlie Prince of Prussia ; but 
same time Dohna's troops, all fresh and choice Brandenburg 
who had come from Silesia, forgot the reputation of the Pi 
name, and gave way before the weakened and ludf-broken Hi 
under the eyes of the King himself. They were driven back iz 
confusion and fled to Wilkersdorf. It was now reserved for S 
a second time to ward off* the imminent danger that threatened 
dashed up^m the enemy, Uith horse and foot, and drove them I 
the face of a well-sustained Are of musketry and grape into the 
of the Russian lines, penetrated into the centre, and separated ei 
the right and left of their army. Friends and foes were now n 
promiiicuously togetlier, and the sword and bayonet were th 
means of dchtnictiou used in the fight. One party exclaimed, 
Prusfaians give no quarter." '* Neither do we,*' waa the reply, 
carnage became dreadful. The one animated with despair ai 
otlier with vengeance, employed such animosity and rage i 
never before exercised in war by civilized nations. At length 
Russian generals, amongst wlmm was General Demikow, str 
rally some battalions and sf|uadr«jns, and compelled the Pruasi 
retire behind Zicker. The King finding that the enemy were 
forming, ordered five regiments to advance, and led them in [ 
while General lUiuter was ordered to take them in flank. Th« 
was so much exposed that his aidca-dc-camp. Counts Schwer 
(Jppen, were taken prisoners close to him. The tremendous du 
smoke from the firing, and the arrival of night rendered it imp* 
for any one to recognize the King, so that the troops followe 
by his voice alone. But this last attack proved unsuccessful, 
from want of ammunition, and iiartly owing to the fact tliat 
battalions a third time gave way. Thuy were ordered bac 
formed with the whole army in order of battle, so that tbc 
sto«Ml behind Q,uartsclien and the left towards Zomdorf, whc 
cavalry was posted. In the night the Ruhsian right rcjoini 
left, which, under General Browne, who was dangemualy wo 
had never left their position, and they encamped exactly o\ 
the place on which they had stood the preceding day. Incrcd 
it may apiiear, the Russians, though distracted and broken. 
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quitted the field, and the Prussians did not attempt even on the fol- 
lowing days to drive them away. None of the accounts of this battle 
satisfactorily account for this result, nor agree as to the position (^ 
the Russians. On the 26th, in the morning, they commenced a strong 
cannonade, which was as vigorously returned for four houra, when 
all was quiet. Fermor requested an armistice to bury the dead, which 
was refused; but it was not till the 27th that he moved away to 
Gross Camin. How this was effected remains a mystery ; he had to 
pass somehow between the King's army and the fortress of Custrin, 
and having done so, he ordered his army to fire 9k feu de pie. Here 
they rested till the 31st, when they quitted their camp behind Gross 
Gamin and marched to Landsberg. The Prussians, who remained 
during all this time about four miles off at Tamsel, followed them as 
iar as Blomberg on the 1st of September, and on the 2nd the King 
with part of his army marched away towards Saxony. 

In no battle during the whole war was so much blood spilt. The 
Russians lost 941 officers, among whom were five generals, and 
20,500 men ; the Prussians 324 officers, and 11,061 men. The small 
number of cannon and the few prisoners taken, together with the 
fiust that a part of the Russian army had passed the night on the 
field of battle, led them to claim the victory, but General Panin was 
so just as to say, '^ We kept possession of the field, but it was either 
with dead, wounded, or druuk." The regiments Forcade and the 
Prince of Prussia had in the action possessed themselves of a great 
part of the miljtary chest and some of the baggage in Zomdorf ; and 
a dispatch from Marshal Daun to Fermor came into their hands, 
adTifiing him not to risk a battle with a crafty enemy whom he did 
DOl know, but recommended him to wait till he should have executed 
the enterprise he intended in Saxony. Frederick answered it him- 
self to the Marshal in these words : *' You are quite right to warn 
General Fermor to be upon his guard against a crafty and artful 
enemy, whom you know better than he does ; for he has stood his 
gnmnd, and has been beaten." 

Among the Russian prisoners were the Generals Czernichew, 
Soltikow, Prince Sulkowski, and some others : on their being brought 
before the King he regretted that he had no Siberia to send them to, 
bat ordered them to be confined in the casemates of Custrin, saying, 
** If they should find the quarters bad they had made them so them- 
selves, and should now occupy them.'' The generals complained that 
they were not fit for men of their rank, and were answered, '^ You 
have not left at house standing where you could have had quarters, 
and must now be satisfied with these." After a few days, however, 
the King allowed them to obtain lodgings in some of the suburbs, 
which luui not been destroyed. But the Russian prisoners were so 
mu^ more numerous than the garrison at Custrin, which was only 
a battalion of militia, that they entered into a conspiracy to fall upon 
the earrison, repossess themselves of the guns taken at Zorndorf, 
which were parked in the market-place, and march away to join 
cither their own army or that of the Austrians ; but the plot was dis- 
eovered the day before that fixed for its execution, and a Lieutenant 
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Luders, who was at the bottom of it, was cruelly broken upon tl 
wheel by order of the King. The second Sunday after this hare 
fought battle was kept as a day of thanksgiving throughont Proflsi: 
and the sermon of Sach, the court chaplain, was published in Londo] 
whei*e Frederick's victories were celebrated with as much enthosiaa 
as in his own capital. 

Marshal Fermfir marched with his army into Pomerania to oot< 
General Palmbach, who was besieging Colberg, a place admirabl 
situated fur the supply of the Russian forces in Germany. Th 
place, though scantily provided, was gallantly defended by Majc 
V^on der Heyde with 700 militia, and after a siege of twent}'-nii] 
da}'s the enterprise was abandoned on the 31 st of October, when tli 
Russian army retired to winter-quarters in Poland and Prussia. 

7. The British send a conjunct Expedition to the French 

Coasts. 

It was the policy of the first Pitt on his coming to power, ''thi 
though he was never against continental measures when pncticabh 
he would not send a drop of English blood to the Elbe to be Inst i 
that ocean of gore." Accordingly this policy evinced itself in a oob 
stant refusal to send an army to the Continent, but he considers 
that a British conjunct armament to the French coasts would effec 
all that was necessary on the side of England, by obliging the mem; 
to have an eye to his maritime interests, and keep doi^nn and limit thei 

j military oi>erations in Germany. He soon saw the wisdom of changin; 

I his plan of annoying the French, who were never seriously cbedLe* 

I by the threatened descents on their coasts ; and at this very tim 

I Pitt was C(>ntemplating a continental array which should enter int 
the line with the allied forces. As 8o<m, however, as the season ad 
mitted, a mighty armament, consisting of fifteen battalions or 13^ 

i men, with sixty guns, under the command of the Duke of Marl 
borough, was embarked on the 25th of May on board eighteen ship 

I of the line and thirteen frigates, with 6000 marines, under th 
direction of Lord Anson and Admiral Howe, which set sail fron 

j Spithead on the 1st of June for the French coasts. The King di 
not share his minister's confidence in any opinion of the expeditiot 
which he said would end as others had done : ^ all that would b 
done was that we should brag of having burned their ships, and th 
French would say they had driven us away.'* The Duke of )Iarl 
borough, although personally brave, was without experience or militw 
knowleilge, and had nothing but his great name to recommend bin 
Lord George Sackville and Lord Gi'anby were appointed to scrr 
under him, with Major- Generals Waldegrave, Mostyn, Dniry, Boi 
cawen, and Elliot. On the 5th of June Howe, heading and leadin 
the transports, came to anchor in the Bay of Cancale, n<far St. Maloei 
and about seven in the evening the military were landed withov 
the loss of a man, and met with no opposition but from a few pei 
sants. The next day they took possession of the fort of Panm^, an 
burned above 100 sail of shipping, together with a great nnmber c 
-nagazines filled with naval stores at St. Servin and SolidoR^ 
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Miboui^ of St. Maloes. On the 0th, Howe with the ships of war 
jid artillery sailed with intention to land the battering-train, but it 
lould not be landed near the town, and the General now resigned all 
hough ts of an attack on the town by land. On the 11th the troops 
irere safely conveyed baok again on board their respective transports, 
kod *'the French learned that they were not to be conquered bv 
irery Duke of Marlborough.'* His Grace had ennbarked in such 
laste that he left his teaspoons behind him, wliich were sent home 
ifter him with a polite irony in a cartel-ship by the Duke d'Aiguillon. 
The tleet then ran to Havre de Grace, but it was determined that 
here was no good landing there, and so it proceeded to Cherbourg, 
rhere it came to anchor, Hoi^e it was at first resolved to land, and 
k disposition was made accordingly, when a storm camo on, aiid the 
nen, though actually in the flat-bottomed boats, were returned jbo 
heir ships. The soldiers and the cattle had now nearly consumed 
Jl their pro vender, «4knd began to fall sick. Consequently Howe 
Q the worst of humf>urs led the transports through the storm back 

Portsmouth, whence the Duke of Marlborough, Lord George 
iackville, and Wnldograve repaired to take the command of about 
0,000 men who were now sent to join the Duke of Brunswick's 
rmy in Germany. Lord George, heartily sick of the sea, declared 
hat he would never go again on that element buccaneering. 

8. Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick crosses the Rhine. 

Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick had now collected about 30,000 
Germans, in a fertile space of country which provided his army, but 
le had no f(>rti*esse8 in which to form magazines, and at thi.s time 
lo means even of forming a bridge. These impediments were, how- 
tver, so far got over by the Ist of June that the allied forces were 
nabled to cross the Rhine at Herven, near Cleves, on a bridge of 
KMita hired from the Dutch, which were afterwards sent up the 
iver to Rees, where the rest of his army passed on the 7th. The 
^unt de Clermont, though he commanded 50,000 men, did not 
ppoee the passage of tho river, and appeared desirous carefully to 
.Toid a battle: he was intrenched at Neuss, near Rhcinfeld. It 
rould have been madness in the Prince of Brunswick to have at- 
acked him in that position, and he accordingly manoeuvred for 
oarteen days to draw him out of it, which he cleverly accomplished 
hrough tho indiscretion of the Count de Gisors, son of the Marshal 
le Belleisie, at this time war minister to Louis XV,, by which on tho 
Srd of June the French army was drawn out upon the plain of 
Jreveldt, where Ferdinand now resolved to attack him forthwith. 

9. Battle op Creybldt. 

The Prince made his dispositions for the battle with his usual 
i|{our and prudence. After carefully reconnoitring tlie cnemv, he 
CHind that thev had placed their army behind the Laudwehr, (a larffe 
nound of earth witli several passages tlirough it,) and along the side 

1 this hill were several small woods, gardens, and yards ; the whole 
oantry around was completely enclosed with farms ; their right was 

Vol. II. 8 



268 BA^TTLK OF OnKVKLDT. 

at a viUaffo oallod ViBohclon, whcro wm » lam «nd d<Mp 
Mid their loft extondod towaitti Anrnth, wh«reTt wm oov«r«<: 
wotid. The village of CreveUU, nlso, on their right, wm < 
by tlielr tr<H))>e. The Duke rceolvod, in oontequeno«» upc 
oolumne of nttaolc ; tlio real one to be on their loft wing, the o 
to divert the Attention of the enemy, lutd to prevent them 
■uooour to their left. He advised the generals of these 
columns to make the beet use of their heavy artillery, am 
advance too far until tliry were assured of tlie success of t 
cipal Attack. He himself assumed the command of the lef 
composed of sixteen battalions and fourteen squadrons, v 
hereditary Prince of Brunswick and Major-Qeneral Wan 
under him ; Lieut.-General Spdrken commanded eighteen b 
and twentv-eight squadixins on the right ; whilst a battalio 
troops of Wolfenbuttel was placed in the town of Hulsto 
the rear of the army. 

The trmips were put in motion at four in the morning ; h\ 

one o'clock before Duke Foniinaiid could get forward > 

grenadiers of the right wing, on the side of Anrath ; for tlie r 

much embHrrassed bv the W(M)ds and ditches tliat inters 

and by the deflle of Uorselbanm. The ("ount de 8t. 

connnnnded the French in tlds quarter, witli the King' 

in Anrath, and 300 infantry in Croveldt, and defended hi 

the most courageous manner against sunerior numbers: tl 

of the French grenadier cor^Mi wm indeeu sent to his assisti 

these troops missed tlieir way. The Hanoverian artillery wa 

superior to tlie French, but failed in driving tlie enemy firom t 

of the wtmd. The Duke of Brunswick accordingly put himst 

head of tlie first line of infantry, and witli his usual spirit i 

into the wood and maintained a fiirious ftre of small arms, whi 

without intermission for two hours and a half. There v 

ditches lined with French Infantry, wldch were in tlie end ft 

after another. At length reinforcements came up to the h< 

Prince, and he dn>ve the enemy out of the W(x>d* The ( 

St. Germain received ortlers to retreat, which he attribute 

bad olHces of General Montague, who had unnecessarily 

Count Clermont at the state of aflTsirs and brought aboul 

mature a step. Tiie Hanoverian cavalry, under tlie dil^ 

tlie Prince of Holstein, had by this time found means 

the plain and come into action, but the I'reiich horse w] 

maintained the best countenance possible, in spite of tlir 

Are of the Hanoverian artillerv, now kent their ground, and 

tlie retreat of the infantry. The Frencli cavalry, however, 

best of tlieir soldiers in the retreat. The young Count Ci 

whom we have above alluded to, a youth of rare talents a 

S remise, wm killed in charging st the head of the carbin 
ied in the arms of the hertMlitary IVince, who knew 
WM attached to him. Generals 8|)ttrken and Oberg on i 
wing had done great execution, and had completely onjgr< 
ftttentlon of the enemy in tliat quarter. Oberg advanced t* 
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liere he attacked some infantry in front, while Spdrken fell 
em in Hank, which prevented the French from re-forming, 
iploted their rout ; but the Duke declined to pursue, although 
Illy six oY'lock, and he encamped on the Held of battle, which 
mdoned by the French, who loft behind them 7000 men, 
fuch army took refuge under the cannon of Cologne, and it 
that the first to fly was the Abbd General, the Count de 
it, who, arriving at a gallop at Neuss, demanded if many of 
I had passed that way. " Non, monseigneur,*' was the answer, 
&t('s lo premier.** The command was of course taken from 
d transferred to the Marquis do Contades. 
)attlo cost the Hanoverians about 1600 men; but the plan of 
iker force attacking in three columns was novel and remark- 
ough it was a well -digested scheme, and succeeded. After 
lo the hereditary Prince took posscsHion of Ruremonde, and 
; Hkirinishers to the very gates of Brussels. The most im. 

consefiuenco of the victory of Croveldt was the siege of 
orf, an Electoral city on the Rhine, advantageously situated 
rior operations, and where the army could maintain itself till 
val of the Uritiwh reinforcements, the first division of which 
.»n already landed iit Embden. The city was so severely 
ded, that a number of houses were reduced to ashes by the 
irown in, and it surrendered on the 7th of July, after sixteen 
re, when tho garrison were allowed to withdraw with the 

of war; but as it had been the principal magazine belonging 
.'Vench, an immense supply of provisionSi ammunitioD, and 
fell into the hands of the conquerors. 

10. Affair at Sanqerbiiausen. 

Duke of Brunswick flattered himself that the Prince of 
rg, with 7000 or 8000 men, would have been able to defend 
idgravate of IlesHe in opposition to the Prince de Soubise, 
d HO ,000 men with him on that side of the Rhine. He took 
^ed, an advantageous position between Cassel and Mindcn, 

fully aware of his inability with so small a body to effect 
an a diversion in order to gain time. He was, however, at- 
it Sangorshausen, on his march towards Minden, on the 23rd 

by a detachment of the French army, 12,000 strong, under 
iniaiid of the Duke do Broglie. The battle was well con- 

the UeHHians made a very obstinate resistance by favour of 
n the river Fulda, which covered their right, and a wood 
Lunired their left. The contest was so Veil maintained that 
ory was doubtful for Ave hours, but tho allies were at last 
/ered by superior numbers, and giving way, part plunged 

river where many periHhed, and part issued through the 
^ which tliey escaped from the French hussars. Ysenburg 
men, likewise all his artillery ; and Soubise again became 
3f Westphalia, and it was feared that he might therefore now 
)t the British ti*oops on their roarcb from Embden, with 

82 
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wliieli view indeed he reunited himself again with De Broglie's de- 
tachment at Cassel. 

11. Affair between Imhoff and Chevebt. 

The position of the Duke of Brunswick had accordingly become 
critical. He had 80,000 men, under Marshal ContadeSy an able and 
experienced leader, opposed to him ; provisions had become soareei 
and long continued rains had rendered the roads difficult, and orer- 
Howed the banks of the Rhine, which it was necessary for him to 
repass. He had no alternative but a battle, and this Contades, 
aware of his disadvantage, was careful to avoid. On the 3rd of 
August he made a disposition to attack the French army, but it re- 
treated. He accordingly prepared to force tlie strong paange of 
Wacbtendonk, an island of very difficult approach in the rim 
Neisse. This service was performed by the hereditary Prince, who 
})crcciving that the enemy had drawn up the bridge, rushed into the 
river at the head of his gi'enadiers, who made their way with the 
bayonet, and cleared the bridge for the passage of the army, which 
passed through and marched to Rheinbergcn. 

The allies had a bridge at Kees, but the Rliine was so swollen that 
it was at this time totolly useless. General Iinhoflf was poated 
with 3000 men at Meer, to cover this bridge, and in the town 
Averc an hospital, a large magazine, and a considerable supply of 
money. M. de Clievert, reputed one of the best officers in the 
French service, had received reinforcements from Wesel to bring up 
his force to 10,000 men, which he intended to have employed in the 
siege of DUsseldorf, but he now resolved to attack Imhoff, who he 
saw could not be supported by Duke Ferdinand from the opponto 
side of the Rhine. Inihoif heard of the intended attack on the 4th 
of August, and since he had no hopes of support he resolved to trust 
to his own genius and the bravery of his troops. Instead of await- 
ing the appi*oach of the French commander, he boldly took the reao- 
liitiou of abandoning his post and going forth to meet his eaeaaj. 
By means of some boats he had got over the river two battalions 
under General 2iastrow, whom he so posted as to see plainly the 
French approach and the manner of it : he knew that the gromid 
over which they had to pass was rough and difficult, and determiiied 
to avail himself of his acquaintance with it. He accordingly MBt a 
regiment into a coppice with orders to press without firing on the 
enemy's left flank, which he observed to be quite unprotected, and 
he appointed the Are of his own party to be a signal for an attaek on 
every side with the bayonet. The French thus resolutely and unex- 
pectedly attacked fell into confusion, and in the space of half an 
liour were driven back and forced to retreat to Wesel, learing be- 
hind them eleven guns, and considerable baggage, with twenly-fuur 
officers and 384 men prisoners. This signal advantage was not more 
gallantly obtained over a prodigious superiority of force, than it «M 
well pursued and improved. It decided the possession of the bridge 
and stores at Rees and Emmerich, vrithout which it would have 
been impossible for Duke Ferdinand to hare repassed the BhiasL 
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Observing, however, that ImhoiTs situntion was still dangerous, tliu 
Duke sent General Wangenheim over the river to support him, and 
thus having deceived the French commander by this, and by somu 
false marches and CDuntermarches, he now witlidiHiw his garrisun 
from DUsseldorf, of which the French took immediate po88e<toit>n : on 
the 7th the Duke of Brunswick establislied his whole army near 
Griethausen, where he began tu construct his bridges. The enemy 
made an attempt to desti*oy them with four vessels of a peculiar 
construction which were sent from Wesel, but these were captured 
by armed boats, and the allies were enabled to cross the river safely 
on the 10th, and as soon as they got over the bridges were broken 
down and the army stood in the new camp at Griethausen without 
having lost a single man, notwithstanding the swollen state of the 
river. Imhoif was fortliwith sent with a body of troops to meet and 
guide the British contingent, with which a junction was happily 
effected on the 14th, at Coesveldt 

The arrival of tliese troops was a great source of rejoicing to the 
Germans : they consisted of 10,000 or 12,000 men, and both men 
and horses were objects of immense admiration. The cavalry 
regiments, some mounted entirely on roan horses, some on grey, 
■ome on black, and some on bay, and all of a superior class, with 
about 2000 Highlanders, are esivecially noted in the account of these 
transactions. 

The inactivity of Soubise in not advancing on Hanover enabled 
Ysenburg to remain unmolested in the position he took up near 
£imbeck. Duke Ferdinand now took his post on the Lippe to piH)- 
tect Hanover, and give his troops rest. M. de Contades detached 
Prince Xavier of Saxony to reinforce Soubise, who took possession 
of Gttttingen, and on the lOtli of October he attacked General Oberg, 
who, with UOOO men, protected the Hessian territory in his nosition 
near Lutterberg. The ground was too extensive for him to defend ; 
and though his men behaved well, and drove back tlie infantry of 
the enemy, yet, being deficient in cavalry, the French fell on tlieni 
with tliis arm and forced Oberg to reti'eat with the loss of 1600 men 
and twenty-eight guns. This victory produced the bAton of mai'shal for 
the Prince de Soubise. All parties now nrepared for w inter- (luartera 
— Contades between the Maose and the Rhine, Soubise along the Rhine 
and the Maine, the Prince of Ysenburg in Hesse, and the Duke of 
Brunswick in Westphalia, with his head-quarters at MUnster. An 
epidemic broke out among the British tntops and thinned their num- 
bers sadly, proving fatal to their commander, tlie Duke of MaH 
borough, who died greatly lamented. The command then devoW 
on Lord Cieorge Sackville, who was not wanting in capacity, but \ 
too proud to submit to the control of a German Prince, with wl 
from the first moment, he (|uarrelled, and but for the gallant 
good-natured Mar(iuis of Grauby would have refused to show 
•uburdinatiou to him. 

12. MaHHIIAL DaUN ADVlNCRa AGAINST PRINGR IIeNRT, 

The AuBtrians had endeavoured to make good use of the ah 
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of the King of Prussia. Prince Henry, though encompaaBed with 
enemies, had sustained himself with a very inferior force, and had 
even made an expedition into Franconia to destroy the enemy's 
magazines, and to raise contributions. The army of the Empire on 
this side- was under the orders of the Prince of ZweybrQckoi ; early 
in June, being much increased from several quarters, it Uy at S«ati; 
and on the 20th of July advanced to Brix, Billin, and Tomaa. 
Prince Henry accordingly moved troops to cover Chemnits, Zwiekan, 
Halle, and Leipsic. On the 28th the Imperial army marehed to 
Toplitz, and the Prince took up a strong position between Dippol- 
diswalda and Freyberg to cover Dresden. On the 20Ui of Angmt 
he abandoned his position to General Dombasle, who took poneadfln 
of it, and Prince Henry, continually pushed back, took up a poatkm 
on the 1st of September near Maxen, where he purposed remaining 
until the arrival of the King, who was bringing up a reinforcenMiit 
from the Oder after the battle of Zomdorf. Mmhal Damn, who 
now commanded tlie Imperialists, determined to get poeseasion of 
Dresden and restore freedom to Saxony. When he arrived neav 
Maxen he learned that the Russians had been beaten, and newa 
arrived at the same time that the King approached. This indneed 
the Marshal to reflect, and compelled him to change his determini^ 
tion and relinquish his designs on Dresden, by which he aasiBted the 
gt-nerals on the side of Silesia and prevented the King from soppoH- 
ing Fouquet, who had a corps at litndshut not above 4000 stroiigi 

13. Frederick arrives to his Support. 

At the beginning of September Daun was at Stolpen, London ttt 
Hoyerswerda, and the Prince of Baden at Lobau. The King, who 
had left Custrin on the 3rd of August, had ordered the Margrave 
Charles to march from Silesia into Saxony with 10,000 men, whib 
he directed his own march in the same direction, and both joiiMd on 
the 9th of September at Grossenhayn, where also was a pari of 
Prince Henry's army. The timely arrival of the King extricated 
the latter from his difficulties, but it was a few days too Ute to save 
the fortress of Sonnenstein, which had unaccountably capitulatad to 
the Austrian General, Maquire, in three days, ¥rith a gazriaon of 
1442 men commanded by Colonel Grape. 

Marshal Daun's principal camp at Stolpen was one of the stroiigeBt 
in Saxony : it was covered by steep heights, ponds, morasses, woodsi 
and ravines. The King therefore resolved to attack London, and 
either to force him back on Stolpen or cut him off entirely. Aeccvd- 
in^ly on the 15th General Retzow with the vanguard marehed to 
Wolmsdorff, and the Prince of Bevem moved off in the night ao as 
to arrive early in the morning on Loudon's right flank, while the 
King himself marched to a village between that general and the main 
army at Stolpen. Retzow became alone engaged, but as London 
retired, encamped on the ground he had quitted. His Majestv theft 
encamped near Bischoffswerde, and sent a considerable detachment 
to Bautzen, of which they took possession on the 90th of September, 
both armies being thus brought within half a mile of each olhor. 
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Frederick did not givo up all hopes of forcing his advoraary to re- 
tire on Bohemia by occupying the road to Zittau, destroying his 
magazines, and cutting off his supplies, for he knew that the troops 
of the Empire wore suffering from scarcity. Ho was glad, however, 
to give liis troops some repose, as they had been marching for eight 
weeks, so that he did not think it advisable to attack Marshal Daun, 
but set to work to build huts for his infantry and stalls of straw- work 
for his cavalry, in the camp he had taken up. 

Apprehenftive of being separated from his magazines at Zittau, by 
the occupation of Bautzen which covered the road to Lobau, Mar- 
shal Daun quitted Stolpen in the night of the 6th of October, and 
took up a still better position not far f^om Lobau, whore his right 
wing rested on the Stromberg and his left on the Hochkirchenberg. 
The King on hearing of the Austrian march, endeavoured to attack 
the rearguard, but it was conducted on this occasion with great 
skill and prudence by the Duke d'Ahremborg, and the Prussians 
were repulsed by the Croats with the loss of 700 men. General 
Retzow now marched to place his camp near WeiHsenberg on the 
right bank of the Lobauor-Wassor, havuig the Stromberg in front. 
Tnia mountain, which is very extensive and commands all the sur- 
rounding country, was occupied by Austrian cavalry and Croats, who 
fell back to the camp at night. 

14. Battle of Hochkirchen. 

On the 8th the Prussians broke up their camp and marched to 
Bautzen : on the 0th they encamped opposite the Austrians with their 
right at Hochkirchen, their centre at Rodwitz, and their left at 
Graditz. The security of this camp depended on their obtaining 
possession of the Stromberg, of which the Austrians were already 
masters. Iletzow was accordingly ordered to drive them out of the 
position, but declared it impracticable. Frederick, highly displeased 
with such a declaration, repeated the order with the addition that 
Iletzow should answer for its execution with his head. The General 
replied that he was ready to lay his head at the feet of his Majesty, 
whose commands were sacred ; but his conscience was more so. ana 
he could not answer for it to his God and the world that he should 
sacrifice so many brave men without the slightest prospect of ad- 
vantage. He was accordingly placed under arrest and his sword 
taken from him. 

Nor was this the only arrest. In the persuasion that Daun would 
nover have the courage to disturb him, the King posted his army in 
a position so astonishingly bold, being close to the enemy, who wsaw 
posHOsscd of the wooded heights under which the Pnisuan right 
wing was placed, that Marwitz, the ciuartennaster-goneral, declined 
to mark out the camp, for which he also was put under arrest. NaT. 
even Marshal Keith, who did not return from Dresden with a conv 
till the 1 1th, on which day he arrived in camp, remonstrated i 
the dangerous position of the army as soon as he saw it, and fw*-- 
to the King, ** The Austrians deserve to be hanged if they i 
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to remain quiet in this post." ** True," replied the King, tmilinc, 
** but they will have a greater fear of us than of the gallows.** The 
two armies were in fact so close as to be within easy range of their 
cannon, but on both sides the Austrians commanded the groond. 
The disadvantages of the position were indeed but too well known to 
Fi-ederick, but he looked upon it as disgraceful to withdraw, and be 
had determined to change his position and move his camp to the 
neighbourhood of Weissenberg as soon as the army had received • 
their supplies: the 14th of October was fixed on for "i^lfiwg this ' 
change, which he intended to combine with an attack on the oorpt of • 
the Prince of Baden at Reichenbach. I 

Daun had contrived to lull tlie King into complete secority ; he ! 
employed troops in fellmg trees in the wood opposite the Prnsdaa I 
right wing, and in throwing up redoubts and small forts here and i 
thei'e along the fixmt to make it appear as if his only object wm to 
protect himself and bar the road to Silesia from his adversary. At 
length, in the night of the ISth, he roused himself to deal what 
, Fredenck afterwards called a ** malicious blow.** The watch-fires 
, were kept burning and the air resounded as usual with the strokss 
I of axes, and with the cries and songs of the working parties. Dwm 
j waited till not a sound was to be heard in the Pmssian camp, when 
I he headed the troops in person, who filed off at three in the morning 
{ in the midst of a dense fog w^hich enveloped the cautiously approach- 
■ ing assailants. About half-past four the columns came out of the 
wood between Somsig and Wuischke. A musket-shot broke the 
, silence, another and another; a Prussian post had perceived the 
heads of the columns ; the alarm ran through the camp and renehed 
the King's quarters at Rodwitz, who rising up on hearing the n<te, 
and seeing the men running to arms, asked, ** What are yon abont, 
lads { it is nothing ; it is only those scoundrels of Croats.*' Soon, 
however, convinced of his mistake by the cannon-balls which began 
to full around him, he ordered one regiment after another to the 
succour of his right wing, for in the first moment of alarm the Ant- 
trians had beaten the Prussians out of the village of Hochlurcheai 
and had alrcadv made themselves masters of theur artillery. 
' As the church clock of the village of Hochkirchen struck ftve on 
the morning of the 14th of October, the Austrian troops fell npoa 
the Prussian camp. Greneral O'Dtmnell led the storming pttrty, 
which consisted of four battalions and sixteen squadrons. He was 
supported by General Sincere witli sixteen, and by General Forgatseh 
with eighteen battalions, the whole under the command of Londim, 
and led on bv Daun himself. A little before dawn the van of the 
columns and the troops under Loudon came behind the 



camp, and were masters of the vilUgc. At break of day the inlhntry 
were actually fonned up in the Pmssian position. The Duke d'Ahren- 
berg, with twenty-three battalions and thirty-three squadrons, attneked 
the left and carried the redoubts which pnttected it, and General 
Colloredo was stationed with his corps behind Kohlwesa to support 
either attack. At the first sound of cannon the gallant Mushal 
Xcith leaped fh>m his couch, and on hearing that the ▼flinge of 
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Hochkirchen was overpowered, hastened thither. He put himself at 
the head of a few battalions, and endeavoured to force his way, and 
regain the village, but the cannon-balls from the captured battery 
committed frightful devastation among the Prussians as they strove to 
reach the scene of action through the naiTow village lanes. The King 
commanded three regiments to go forward, and one got possession of 
the churchyard, another established itself in some gardens, and a 
third attacked the battery ; but Daun led against it seven new regi- 
ments, while the Austrian cavalry took the defenders in flank, and the 
Prussian battalions, having consumed their cartridges, were forced to 
retreat. Marshal Keith was struck down, but continued to animate the 
companions of his peril by liis persevering valour, when he received a 
wound in his breast under which he sunk dead on the ground. 
Prince Maurice of Dessau and General Geist were both severely 
wounded, and the former taken prisoner. The village of Hochkirchen 
was in flames, still the churchyard remained to the Prussians, where 
ft battalion under Major Lange repelled seven attacks with the 
utmost determination, but the Austrians became at length masters 
of the post. The King put himself at the head of three brigades, and 
wheeling round the village attempted to take his adversaries in 
flank, but in vain ; yet his usual firmness of mind never forsook him ; 
he was every where present, and inspired his troops with an ardour 
equal to his own. Prince Francis of Brunswick brought up fresh 
troops, and was at first successful, but was at length compelled to 
retire, and fell dead on the field, struck by a cannon-shot. The fog, 
which did not clear away till ten o'clock, now revealed to the King 
the sad extent of the night's havoc ; and the village remaining to the 
Imperialists, the Prussuins withdrew under the protection of some 
battalions under General Saldem. 

While this was passing on the right wing of the Prussians, General 
Boccow, who commanded the Austrian cavalry, and the Duke 
d'Ahremberg, with the infantry, notwithstanding the obstacles they 
met with from the ground, and from the obstinate resistance of the 
Pmasians, at length made their way and compelled them to retire. 
They were now driven back on all sides, and retired to some hills 
near Drehsa, extending by Pomeritz. In this position the King 
proposed to remain till he could be joined by Retasow's corps, who 
had all this time been stationed behind the Lobauer-Wasser, at 
Weissenberg. Prince LOwenstein, with a small force, had been 
ordered to attack Retzow, to prevent his coming up to the assistance 
of the King. The Prince did what he could, but could not prevent 
Retzow from joining the King's left wing, and these troops now 
coming up, the continued attacks of the enemy were repelled with 
great prudence. Retzow took post near an old Swedish redoubt, 
where the King's army reassembled for about an hour in great con- 
fusion, like a swarm of bees about a hive ; but about eleven o'clock 
the line began to form. Cavali-y were placed on the left, fronting 
the hills on which Loudon stood, infantry formed behind them, and 
what remained of the equipage and artillery in rear of all. AD 
being thus arranged, they marched off in as good order as if nothi 
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had happened, passed the Spree, and posted themaelTea en lbs 
heights beyond it. 

Marshal Daun considered it more pmdent to keep whst ho had 
won than to continue the struggle with a dangerona foe. He did 
not therefore pursue, but fell back to nearly his own poaitioii at 
Killitz, where he remained till the 17th. He had taken 101 pieeea 
of cannon, twenty-eight pain of coloorsy two standards, nod the 
greater part of the tents and equipage of the Prussiana^ who wen 
supposed to have lost 9000 men. The Austrians had pnrrhaawd tins 
triumph at the comparatirely easy loss of two-thirds of that irnmhmy 
hut this included 314 oflBcers, amongst whom were five mMfak. 
Most of the Prussian generals were either killed or wonnlad; tho 
Kiug had a horse shot under him, and receiTed a eontnsion, wkila 
two pages had fallen at his side. 

15. Death axd Military Character of Marshal Kbth. 

The event which most afflicted the Monarch was the death of his old 
fnend, Marshal Keith. His body, stripped by the enemy, had httm 
carried with many other bodies into the little church of HoefakirAeB^ 
where it lay with a Croat's cloak OTer it, when Bfiarahal DtaoDy 
accompanied by General Lacy and other officers, happened to cattf 
the church. Lacy removed the cloak and exclaimed wiA gi e at 
emotion, *' It is my father's best friend, Keith.** The old Marahil 
Lacy and Keith had served together in Uie Russian army, and he had 
instantly recognized the body from the scar of a severe wound he had 
received at the siege of Oczakow. At sight of the old Marshal, 
a naked and deserted corpse, the Marshal and all present eoold not 
refrain from tears. Whilst thus contemplating the remuna of tlw 
distinguished warrior, a Croat came into the church, dressed m the 
! Marshal's uniform with his star and riband. Dann inquired how he 
I came by them. ^ I took tliem," he replied, ** from the fellow who 
I lies yonder, whom I killed and stripped, and have given him Wf 
I cloak in exchange." Orders were forthwith given that the body m 
! Keith should b^ interred with military honours ; so that next day 
when a letter arrived from the King soliciting honourable hnriel 
j for the body of his deceased friend, the Austrian commander WM 
; able to reply that he had already performed this piooa dn^. A 
monument has since been placed to the Alarshal'a memory m dM 
j church at Hochkirchen, by his kinsman, Sir Robert Keith, Uriliah 
! Ambassador at Vienna. 

! James Keith was a Scotchman, descended from an ancient hmS^f 

i in which the title of marshal is hereditary in the elder branch. HSs 

I brother and he had taken service with the Pretender in 1716f and had 

been obliged to quit their country. They first passed into the eerviet 

of Spain, and subsequently into that of Russia. Here James KeiA 

^ distinguished himself under Miinnich at the siege of Oczakow, and 

under Lacy at the victory of Willmanstrand in 1741. His diploainiM 

i abilities induced the Czarina to employ him at Berlin, where he 

first obtained the love and friendship of the King of Pnuaia, wo Ihm 

subsequently, when forced by the revolution at Peterrimig to flit 



1758.] FBEDEBICK BAISES THE SIEaE OF ll^EISSE. 267 

that /Bervice, with other distinguished foreigners, he was immediately 
received by his Prussian Majesty into his service. He so pleased 
this monarch with his conduct and counsel in the field, that he 
became Frederick's great friend and constant companion, and he 
proved himself in the present war a great commander. In stature 
he was of middle size, but with a fine martial air, and he was of a 
humane and benevolent temper. 

Prince Francis of Brunswick, who was also killed, was brother to 
Duke Ferdinand, who commanded the allied army, and uncle to the 
hereditary Prince, one of sixteen illustrious members of that family, 
who repose in their glory in the ducal family vault at Brunswick. 

The gallant Maurice of Dessau was so severely wounded that he 
was obliged to quit the army, to which he never returned : he died 
at Dessau in 1760. Generals Retzow, Krockow, and Geist all fell 
victims to this fatal day for their army's glory. The brave Major 
Lange, who had so bravely defended the churchyard at Hochkirchen^ 
and who became prisoner, was sent into the Prussian lines, but alas t 
mortally wounded. The King in his posthumous works has left a 
well-deserved memorial of him in testimony ''Combien on peut 
accomplir avec peu de ressource." 

The victory of the Austrians was gained on Maria Theresa's 
birthday, and as it is the custom to make presents on such occasions, 
Marshal Daun presented his Imperial mistress with the intelligence 
of his success. She returned him her thanks in a letter full of the 
most gracious expressions. The Empress of Russia sent the vic- 
torious General a present of a golden sword ; the magistrates of 
Vienna raised a column to his honour; and the Austrian States- 
General made him a donation of 300,000 florins, to enable him to 
repurchase an estate which had passed from his family. Even the 
Pope, Clement XIII., took part in the celebration of this victory^ 
and sent Marshal Daun a consecrated hat and sword. 

16. Frederick raises the Sieob of Nbissb. 

Immediately after the victory Daun wrote to General Harsche to 
continue the siege of Neisse, as he had the King in his power. 
The Marshal was never more cautious than after he had gained an 
advantage, and it was not till the 17th of October that he advanced 
to Belgei*n, and encamped over against the enemy. Frederick im- 
mediately saw that by this unmeaning and false step he had left 
the road to Silesia open, and he said, ''Daun has allowed us to 
get out of check ; the game is not lost, we will refresh ourselves 
with a few days' rest, and then start off to the relief of Neisse." 
It was necessary, however, to take care of his sick and wounded 
who were in Buutzen, and whom he removed to Dresden. He called 
Prince Heni*y out of Saxony, to reinforce him with 6000 men^ 
well supplied with tents and artillery, and prepared by forced 
marches to elude the enemy. On the 24th, in the evening, he broke 
up his camp, and turning a little to his left to avoid any impediments^ 
he marched the whole night. On the 26th he arrived at GOrlitz, and 
on the 28th he passed we river Neisse^ and marched by Sohweid- 
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nitz and MUnsterberg, at which latter plaoe, rituate within rfx 
leaguos of the town of Neisse, he arriyed in safety on the 6th of 
November. Daun gave up at once all hopes of prerenting hii pio- 
gress, but sent Loudon to harass the Prussians in their march, and 
General Wicd with nine battalions, ten companies of grenadiera^ and 
four regiments of cavalry, to march through Bohemia and reinibree 
the army that was besieging Neisse. Loudon displayed his aeeiw* 
tomed activity, and attacked whenever an opportunity offeredi ao that 
the King lost two or three hundred men in the several actions^ hot 
nevertheless prosecuted his march. The Austrian Gteneral, Hanehe, 
tranquillized by Daunts assurance, continued the siege, hot en 
receiving intelligence of the King's approach, he raised it and retired 
into Moravia. Kosel, which had been blocked up bv some Graati 
for ucar four months, was also abandoned on the King's approeioh. 

17. Marshal Daun advancks on Dresden, 

All Europe was looking forward to some sueoeeses as reculta of 
the battle of Hochkirchen, but as yet none were to be seen. Tlw 
great infatuation of the war on the side of the ooutts of Vemillce 
and Vionua was to take Dresden, and to this Marshal Dann's better 
judgment was forced to give way. The King having carried off his 
army into Silesia, the Austrians passed the Elbe at Pima on the 6th 
of November, 60,000 strong, and summoned the capital, which th^ 
expected would surrender on their appearance. There was only a 
small body of Prussian tix>ops in S:ixony, but they displayed their ae- 
customed activity under General Finck : 12,000 men under Qenofal 
Schmcttau garrisoned Dresden, a city of considerable extent, but ill 
fortitied. On the 7th the Austrians approached so near between the 
gates of Pima and Wildsruf, that from the houses which were ekee 
to the bridge they could overlook the ramparts. Sohmettaa aent 
Daun notice that it was his resolve if he saw any intention of 
attacking in that quarter to lire the suburb. This, from the manner 
in which it was built, was equal to any one of the finest towns in 
Europe. The extensive buildings of which it consisted were either 
the pulaces or summer resideucee of the great and rich. The warn- 
ing passed unhee<led : on the contrary, the outposts were driven lui 
and the redoubts that covered the suburb were attacked and oanied 
by the Austrian troops, whose batteries began to annoy the town. 
Accordingly on the lOth of November, at three in the morning, the 
signal for firing the suburb was given, when 260 first-class houaeahe* 
came a prey to the flames, and the unhappy residents of thelaubouig 
were given up to their fate. This dreadful conflagration haa been 
regarded as a disgrace to tlie Prussian name. It has been repre- 
sented OS u terrible outrage on humanity, but the Grovemor appenre 
to have acted iii perfect conformity with the laws of war. He had 
endeavoured by freqnuent representations to avoid coming to such an 
extremity — a most disagreeable and invidious duty-*but he had to 
provide for the safety of tlie fortress and the garrison, and in mili- 
tary operations all that can be required of a commander is that the 
loaat possible injury, consistent with the acquisition or preeervntion 
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of dumiiiiun, sliould bu duno to a peopio amongHt whom ho oarriet on 
war. liy tho dostructioii of tho suburb it became impracticable 
to take tho city by a ooup de main* This could tlieiiceforth ouly bo 
obtained by a regular siogo. After this unexpected event, therefore^ 
tho Austrians remained (juiot till the 10th. 

18. TiiK Kino op l^iussiA ubtuunm, and tub Campaion ends. 

The King liad lioard at Neisso that Maralial Daun was before 
Dresden on tho 8th of November. Ho accordingly quitted his camp 
on tlie Uth, and taking his march by Lauban arrived on the 18ih at 
Bautzen. This obliged Marshal Daun to quit Saxony and abandon 
Pima and SonnenHteln. Loudon and O'Kelly also retired beforo tho 
King to Zittau, and thence into Hoheinia. 

While tlio ImperinliHts were before Dresden, endeavours had boon 
made to take Torgau, Wittenberg, and Leipsic ; but since the failuro 
of the UuHMians to take Colberg after tho battle of Zorndorf, thoy 
evaouati'd Poinerania and Brandenburg, and retired into Poland 
and Hast Prussia, where thoy took up Uioir winter- quarters. This 
left General Dohna at liberty to nmrch his army into Saxony, and 
go to the rulief of Leipsic, which was besieged by an Imperialist 
Foroo under the Duke of ZweybrUckon, who, on Dohna's approaohi 
withdrew from the siege. General Haddick hsd been sent to attack 
Torgau, where he was met by General Wedel, who had oome from 
Pomerania, on which he also retreated to Kileuburg. 

The campaign was now at an end on all sides. The King, who had 
boon defeated in October, was at present master of tlio Kibe and tho 
Oder. In tlio slii>rt snace of seven weeks he had marched from 
Saxony into Silesia, ana thence back again into Saxony ; and in thoso 
few weeks the fortresses of Neisse, Kosel, Dresden, Leipsic, TorgaU| 
and Colborg had been relieved. The great fault of tiie Austrians 
during tlio wholo of the war was, that they had not, it should seeroy 
any fixed plan of operations ; they wandered from one pineo toanothory 
waiting for the chance of events ; but in war all tho data are given 
and known frmn whence a probable opinitm may be formed, and 
some certain object fixed and determined on, which should bo con- 
stantly pursued with as little deviation as may be possible. Whon 
events turned out favourably to tho Austrisns tliey wore at a loot 
how to avail themselves of them : new schemes, now projecto woro 
made and none executed. Tho King*s marches, on tlie otnor hand, 
were most extraordinary; though encumbered with a largo armv. 
wliich it is always difficult to provision for a long march In rapid 
motion, yet tho King was always on tho line of oonununioation fk^ 
Saxonv, by Bautzen, GHrlitz, and Lauban into Silesia, on whieh tho 
Austrians could never take any position effectually to provent hit 
moving; aitd he was thus enabled to support his army ttom both 
provinces during the whole war by marching Arom tho ouo to tho 
other as occasion requiredt 

10. BniTiiii ExPKDiTiON TO FuANCK— Affair ov St. Gait. 
Tho fiivourito plan of action for tho omploymont of tho B 
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troops WAS still to alarm the coast of Franoe, dettroy the < 
sliipping, and distress their maritime places : tlieir small ar 
coutmuaily occupied in this service of invasion. On the 
July thirteen battalions under Qenesal Bligh were emba 
Spithead in the fleet commanded by Commodore Howe. 
Edward, the King's grandson, was to mske his first essay 
expedition. On the 1st of August tlu'V sailed, and on the 6i 
in close to the town of Cherbourg. The fortifications of tli 
had been raxed in 1608, so that it was now left open and defe 
A few redoubts 700 yards from each other might have b 
fended by Count de Haimont, who commanded tnem with t) 
regiments, but these were seized with a panic and fled, am 
determined to destroy the forts and the basin without dela; 
former was left to be done bv tlie engineers and artillery, i 
latter under the ofilcers of tne fleet. His Royal Highness 
Kdward was on shore every day, and was very attentive 
different operations. The soldiers behaved very ill, so thi 
disorders were committed ; considerable progress was neve 
made in the demolition of tlie works, and fire was sot to tl 
in the basin ; but the work was retarded by the drunkennes 
men, who had found the wine-vaults and become extremely d 
For this several individuals were tried, and one even suflrere<l 
many also were murdered by the peasants when out mai 
Forts Tourlaville, Galot, Hoinmet, Kqueurdreville, St. Aul 
Querqueviile, with the basin, built at an immense expense, b 
destroyed by the 16th at noon, General Bligh took tlie resoli 
re-embark ; all tlio brass ordnance and 141 barrels of powd 
carried away ; and about 3000/. was levied on the unfortuna 
as ransom, hostages being taken for its full |)ayment The fit 
remained |uirt of two days in the harbour without seeing th( 
an enemy, and on tlie 18tli sailed away with little wind i 
weather. 

On the 3 1st of August Lord Howe again sailed for tl 
of France with the same expedition, and on the 4th of Se| 
General Bligh landed his troops in the bay of St Lunaire, al 
leagues to the westward of St. Maloes, and took possession < 
higli ground on the beach near the village. Five companies 
nadiers under Sir William Bootliby were detached that evenii 
Briac, where they found some vessels which they burned, and r 
to the army next morning without molestation. Upon the ap|) 
of the British fleet the Marouis de la Chastre drew into the 
St. Maloes all the troops, and garrisoned and furnished all t 
with every thing necessary for a vigorous defence. The \ 
drove away their cattle and abandoned the villages, so t 
situation of the army was none of the best, and tlio troo 
getting short of provisions, for very little was brought to tin 
After St. Maloes had been reconnoitred, it appearsd to the 
of war that the naval force was insufllcient to silence the b 
and that tlie walls were unassailable without making a 
-^hile they had no artillery on shore to make one. The d 
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St Maloes was accordingly laid aside, and the commander, think- 
ing it unsafe to lie longer on the rocky ground on which the fleet lay 
at anchor, moved up to the bay of St. Cast, about three leagues to 
the westward. On the 8th of September the army, moving in such a 
manner as to be near the fleet, marched to St. Guildo, where they 
eame up with some gardes dos cdtes with whom some firing was 
exchanged. On the following morning the troops took up their 
ground between St. Jeguhol and the wood of Va). The Duke 
a*AiguiIlon, the governor of Brittany, had by this time put in motion 
twelve battalions and two regiments of militia, and about six squadrons 
of horse, with twelve pieces of cannon, and in the middle of the day 
on the lOtli Bligh had intelligence at Matiguon from a prisoner, who 

SiVe a statement of the strengtli of the enemy, and of their approach, 
e accordingly called a council of war, when Major-General Elliot 
mado this proi>08al, that if it was not the intention to fight, they 
should retreat immediately and bo as expeditious as possible in the 
Te»embarkment. This advice was complied with, and orders dis- 
patched for the shipping to stand in as near to the beach of St. Cast 
as possible to receive the troo()s on board. The army marched off 
at lour in the morning of the 11th. Though the distance they had 
to march did not exceed three miles, yet the halts and interruptions 
were so frequent that the army did not arrive at the beach till near 
nine o'clock. The embarkation was immediately begun, but the 
French soon came up and played upon the triHips all the time of 
their embarkation, while Captain William Wynyard, who commanded 
the rearguard, faced the enemy and returned the fire with great 
spirit About half-past eleven the French columns came down the 
hill and showe<) tliemselvos on tlie beach, when the shipping began 
to play upon them with caimon and mortars, which produced no 
little ctmfusion, and deranged their line of march. All the grenadiers 
of the British army and a tdw companies of the first regiment of 
guards, making about 1500 men, remained on shore under the com- 
mand of Major-General Drury, and were drawn up on uneven 

Sound, where an engagement was kept up for some time witli doubt- 
1 success : no prospect of victory or even of escape remained 
except by the boats. The grenadiers of the guards, commanded by 
Lieut-Colonel Clavering, showed great composure and steadiness, 
but at length ammunition failed, a panic ensued, and the men ran to 
the sea to endtntvour to escape by swimming. Sir John Armitage, a 
Toung Tohmteer of great fortune and ho)>eB, was shot through the 
nead, and General Drury, who was wounded, perished in the sea. 
The French, immediately they perceived the English troops give 
way, pursued them, and a considerable slaughter ensued. Lord 
Howe, perceiving the sailors in the boats to be a little disordered by 
the enemy's fire, ordered himself to be rowed in his own boat and 
brought away as many men as it would carrv, and was the last to 
leave the shore ; but finding it impossible to lend anv further aid, he 
silenced by signal the fire from the frigates upon the enemy, whr 
showed their sense of his moderation and humanity by giving imv 
diate quarter and proteotion to the conquered. About 700 men ^ 
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killed, Urowiiod, or taken priHouers ; but the French had raffered 
Bcver(>ly in the contest. M. de liedmond, the quartermaflter- 
ppnernl, the Marquis de la Chastre, M. de la Tour d'Auvergne, the 
Chevalier de Poliguac, and about fifty officers of rank were either 
killed or wounded, and of course a proportionate number of men. 
The ministry of the day could hardly pretend that they were going 
to take Paris with GOOO men : nevertheless the Duke d'Aiguillon 
was regarded as its saviour, and gained great glory, though the 
Bretons, who regarded him as a tyrant, disparaged Iiis victory, and 
declared that he was never to be seen during the fight. 

20. British Expedition against the French Settlemkntb in 

Africa. 

Tho British Government omitted nothing in their power to dii- 
trew) the enemy in every part of the world, and their plant of 
operation were botli vigorous and extensive. Two ships of the line 
with Romo frigates wore sent early in the spring to the coast of 
Africa to drive the French out of their settlements there. This little 
armament sailed in the b(>ginning of March, under the direction and 
at tho urgent representations of a Quaker merchant named Cum- 
iiiing. It might appear to tho world that such an undertaking wm 
contrary to the tenets of his religious persuasion ; but he justified 
himHelf by tho qualification that he could accomplish his schemes 
without any effusion of blood, lie arrived in the Senegal on the 
22nd of April and discovered the French flag flying at Fort Lonis. 
lie landed with 000 or 700 men, and threw up a bank for proteotion 
in tho night, whon two Frenchmen arrived at his intrenchment 
with ])rop(>Huls for a capitulation from tho Governor. The two fu- 
tories of Podore and Galam were included in the capitulation ; so 
thftt without striking a blow tho whole settlement surrendered to 
the BritiHh. Some armed vesttels now proceeded to make an atp 
tempt on the inland of Gorec, which is about thirty leagues distant 
from Senegal, but they found themselves unequal to the attempt and 
desiHted. Before the end of the year, however, Commodore Keppel| 
with tho assiHtanco of some troops un<ler Colonel Worge, made 
theuiHelves masters of this island and all its forts on the 39th of 
December. The advantages of those conquests were in the oom- 
mercial policy of tho time deemed very groat, from their giving us 
the monopoly of the trade of gum -senega!, of which a great quantity 
w used in tho manufactures of Kngland. The transit of slaves for 
the American plantations and tho West Indies had also become at 
this time a matter of very largo intercolonial supply and demand, 

21. Naval War. 

Tho isolated naval engagements in this year were quite on a par of 
magnitude with any that had over beforo occurred. On the 8th of 
January, Captain John Elliot in the '* Ilussar," 28-Kun frigate, 
cniiHing off the Lizard, captured tho French privateer ** Vengeance/' 
with 32 guns. The action lasted an hour and fiftv minutes, and the 
** Hussar *' had six men killed and fifteen wounded. On tho 28th of 
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February the fleet under Admiral Oaborne, which then lay off 
Cartliagena, Iceeping M. de la Clue and his nquadron impounded in 
that port, received information that throe Hhips of two decks and a 
frigate had sailed from Toulon under the Marquis du Qtiesne to join 
De la Clue, wIioho force would then have been sufficient to set liim 
free. The ** Monmouth," fl4, Captain Gardiner, the** Ilevt>np[u/' 04, 
Captain Storr, the " Berwick," Captain Hughes, and the ** Preston," 
Captain Evans, were accordingly uispatched to look out and come up 
with the Marquis in ** he Foudi-oyant,*' 80, and ** L'Orphtfe,'* 04. 
Captain Gardiner far outstripped his companions and brought the 
enemy easily to' action, but was unhappily shot through the arm 
with a musket- ball at tlio commencement of the action : he never- 
theless kept on deck, and placed himself on his antagonist's quarter, 
maintaining a very close action for nearlv two hours, when he 
received a second ball in his forehead, of which he died. Lieutenant 
Carket continued the action with great spirit, and soon afterwards 
the *' Monmouth's'' mizonmast came by the board, on which the 
French cheered. The crew of the ** Monmouth " returned the com- 
pliment a minute afterwards, when the mizenmast of the ** Foudroy* 
ant " was also shot away, which disaster was soon followed by the 
fall of her mainmast. This gavo fn»sh spirits to the Knglish, whose 
fire became so incessant and intolerable that the French sailors 
could no longer be kent to their guns, and the Marquis surrendered 
after fivo hours' fighimg. The ** Foudroyant" was a ship of 80 guns 
and 1000 men, while the ** Monmouth " had only 04 guns and 470 
men. Captain Gardiner, however, wont into action fully deter- 
mined that his ship should win. *' That ship," said he, pointing to 
the enemy, ** must be takon ; she looks to be above our match, but 
Englishmen are not to mind that; nor will I quit her while this ship 
can swim, or I have a soul left alive." Meanwhile Captain Storr 
brought the ** Orphtfo," Captain d'Herville, to close action, which 
was warmly maintained on both sides till tlie ** Berwick," Captain 
Hughes, came up and fired a broadside, on which *' L'Orphtfe" sur- 
rendered, having lost twenty-(»ne killed and eighty-nine wounded. 
The ** H<fVonge " had thirty-three killed and fifty-three wounded, 
amongst the latter Captain Storr in the leg fh>m a splinter, which 
tore away his calf. The ** Oriflamme," 00, was driven on shore, and 
the " Pleiade " frigate alone made her escape, outsailing her pur- 
suers. This action is regarded as one of the most glorious In the 
naval history of Britain, and enabled the Admiral to continue to 
keep blockaded in the harbour of (/arthagena a fleet of eight two- 
deoKom and two frigates, with a squadron of about an equal stnmgth, 
who did not dare to put their metal to trial. The death of Gardiner 
clouded the victory, and had such an effect on his friend Admiral 
Osborne that it brought on a stroke of the luilsy, from which ho 
never sufficiently recovered to be again employed. 

On the 20th of Mav a strange sail being seen at sea, the ** Dorset- 
shire," 70, commanded by Captain Peter Dennis, was ordered to 
give «hase. About seven in the evening the <* Dorsetshire " oa^ 
up with the chase, which proved to be the ** Halsonnable," 64 

Vol. H. t 



274 NAVAL WAB. [ 

manded by the Chevalier de Rohan, and began to engage her 
closely. The action continued till about nine o'clook, whei 
French ship, having suffered greatly in Iter hull, and having i 
one killed and 100 wounded, saw the ^ Achillea," 60, eoining i 
the English captain's ajssistance, when she struck to tlie *^D* 
shire," whose masts, yards, and sails were greatly shattered^ an 
fifteen killed and twenty-one wounded in the action. 

The incidents of naval war in the West Indies may be rednc 
•one most gallant adventure. Captain Tyrrell, in the " Buckingl; 
had distinguished himself early in the year, when in company 
the '* Cambridge " he dem(»lislied a fort in Grande Ance Bay, i 
island of Martinique, together with three or four pJnvateerBi w] 
under its protection. Flushed with victory, his men now wish 
destroy a neighbouring village. " Nay," said he on that oce 
'^ do ni)i render a number of poor people miserable, by making 
houseless ; brave men scorn to distress even enemies when nt 
tually in arms,*' and they desisted. In the month of Novembei 
same officer effected an extraordinary gallant affair. Being det 
by Commodore Moore, he joined to himself the '* Weasel," slo 
war, and being on the look out, on the 3rd of November diseov« 
fleet of nineteen sail, under convoy of a French 74, ''La Florissi 
and two frigates. Captain Tyrrell immediately gave ohaae wi 
the sail he could carry, and the '' Weasel " outsailing bin 
so close up that she received a whole broadside from "La i 
sante." Tyrrell called her off, as in this way she oould be 
use to him in eontest with an antagonist so vastly her sup 
They therefore made s running iiglit, firing their stem chase 
ever and anon the frigates came up and nUied the ^ Bucking 
fore and aft. Tyrrell, however, got an opportunity of throwin| 
*' La Florissante," *' a noble dose of great guns and small a 
and the largest frigate being very troublesome, he gave him a 1 
his lower deck guns, which sent him altogetlier out of actio; 
broadside from the French disabled Captain Tyrrell^ who 
obliged to give up the command to the first lieutenant, who ra 
'* Buckingham " alongside ** La Florissante" yard arm and varc 
Marshall, the lieutenant, was killed in this service, when the a 
lieutenant took the command and silenced the Frenchman, wli 
obliged to haul down his colours. The contest nevertheless 
tinned till dark, and upi'oar and confusion raged on board *' La 
riflsante," but at length she set her foresail and top-galhuit saili 
sailed away. The " Buckingham " could not get near enou 
board, but now endeavoured to pursue : she was, however, tc 
up to do any thing. 

On November the 2nd the frigate ^ Tartar," 28, Captain Loci 
cruising in the Cliannel, gave chkae to " La Mdlampe," 36, a F 
privateer of 700 tons, and after a running fight of three hours ca|: 
iier. This privateer became aftei'wurds a favourite ship in the £ 
navy, as a 3(i-gun frigate. The '' Tartar " had only four men i 
The number of privateers this year waa bey(»nd example. No 
chant ships dared leave their harbours ; and in the abaenoe of 
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(which when belonjifing to the enemy were deemed legitimate prizes,) 
they attaoiccd and plundered the^ ships uf neutral countries. A 
Datch vetwel, haviiif; on board the baggage and domenties of the 
Marquis de i^ignatelli, Spanish ambassador to the King of Denmark, 
was boarded three tiinoH succeHsively by the crews of as many dif- 
ferent privateers, who forced the hatches, rummaged the hold, broke 
open and riflod tlie trunks of his Excellency, insulted his officers, 
stripped his domestics, and carried off all his effects, letters, and 
money. 

The lamented Admiral Watson was succeeded in the command of 
the Indian seas by Admiral Pocock, who exerted himself witii his 
usual ability to counteract the attempts of the enemy, who up to the 
close of the prorious year were in superior force to him. The 
change of the monsoons having rendered the appearance of the 
French M^uadron highly probable, he prepared in the best manner 
he was able against such a contingency, lie nut to sea on the 17th 
of April with seven shi|Ni of the line, and on the 28th made the port 
of Negapatara, where he discovered seven ships getting under sail in 
the road. This was the squadron he expected, commanded by Count 
d*Ach^ and he immediately made chase. The enemy having called 
in two of their ships that were in the offing, formed the line of battle 
ahead on the starboard taek. Pocock immediately made signal for 
his ships to form, and about three o'clock bore down on *' Ls Zo- 
diaqae," 74, on board of which M. d*Ae\i6 had his oometUt or dis- 
tioguisliing pendant at the mizen-topmssthead. In a few minutes 
afterwards the engagement commeneed. The French squadron was 
reinforced during tlie action, between four and ilve o'clook, by the 
'' Ceunt de l*rovc*nce," 74, and ^ Le Diligent,'' 24-gun frigate, which 
had reCunied from Pondicherry, where they had conveyed a mihtary 
force, oommatided by the well-known Count de Lally. The Knglish 
ships « Elizabeth," « Tiger," « Salisbury," and " Yarmouth " were 
by this time extremely disabled in their masts and rigging ; but the 
^ CumberUind," '* Newcastle," and ** Weymouth " were in perfectly 
good order, though still asteni. These cireumstances induced the 
Admiral to leave off cluuie, and be ready to renew the engagement 
in the morning, when, however, the enemy were totally out of sight. 
Aoeordingly, he followed to about three leagues to the northward of 
Sadras, wliore he came to anchor on the 1st of May, and learned tliat 
the ** fiien«aim<5," 74, had received so much damage in the action that 
the enemy had run her ashore to the southward of Alemparre. The 
French fleet had run on to Pondicherry, and accordingly Pocock put 
in to Madras to refit, and continued on the coast aiding the opera- 
tions on shore as well as he could. The Frenoli squadron undev 
M. d'Achtf continually hove in sight, but did not again come into 
action till the 4th of August, when another running fisht began, 
which continued from one o'clock till eight, when the fleets sepa- 
rated, tlie French having had upwards of 660 men killed and 
wounded, and the Englisli 31 killed and 116 wounded. M. d'Ach^ 
and his captain were among the Freiieh wounded, and Commodore 
Stevens and Captain Martin on the side of Uie Uritish, Two day* 
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; after the action, the *<Ruby," French vesael, was taken by the 
' *< QueenhorouKh,'* frigate. Ou the 3rd of September M. d*Aeh4 niled 

to tlie Mauritius to refit, and Admiral Pocoek to Bombay, it befait 
I (leonifMl extremely dangerous to remain on the coast of Cwomandtt 

during tlie period of the monsoons. 

22. War in the East Indikb— Cafturb of Fobt St. Da¥I& 

The new French Governor, Count de Lally, lost no time on his 
arriving at Pondicherry in proclaiming Iiis authority and establishing 
nu'anM for effecting the object of his expedition. He found on his 
arrival at his government that prejudices were strong against him; 

j un<l although he brought out with him tlie cadets of some of ths 
nobloHt French families, DuHsy, who had succeeded DupleiXi had 
a Htrong party with him who were mirst unwilling to serve under 

I the new (jovemor. Lally immediately took the field on the SMi 

I of April, and invested Fort St. David, while he relied on the fleet 
under M. d*Ach^ to blockade it by sea. His force amounted to 

I 2500 Europeans, and about the same number of native troops. The 
garrirton of the fort consisted of about 1600 natives and 000 EZnn^ 
poans, of whom 250 were seamen landed from the ships at anehor 
in till' roads. These were furtlior increased by theur crews, for tbs 
captains of the shifts, seeing no possibility of gettuig out after the 
appearance of the French fleet, scuttled their ships and set them 
on Hre, transferring their men, ftOO in number, to the garrison. 
Major Polier commanded in the fort, a man nut wanting in peiN 
sonal courage, but (juite unqualified for command: nevertheless, lis 
rctiinicd a spirited refusal to Lally*s summons, and h<istiUtics oon- 
nicnccd. The French ships vigorously bombarded the plaee, dis- 
niounti>d many guns, disabled the gim carriages, and injurad the in- 
terior buildings, but effected no breach. It was the intention of ths 
French General to land his own division on the banks of the Penar, 
for which purpose some ships appeared off Cuddalore, but bofars a 
boat had been launched or a man landed, a serious interruptioB 

' occurred. Admiral Pocoek, with his fleet, offered battle to the 

I French, who, hoisting all sail, steered away for Pondicherry ; a battle 
euHued, as has been described, which ended in no decisive rmilt ; sis 
(layM, however, elapsed, in consequence, before the Freneh 
enabled to land fresh troops at Pondicherry, who as fast as they 
on shore were forwarded to F(»rt St. David, the siege of whioh 
preRHed with vigour, and the distinguished volunteers, the Crillona^ 

! Montniorcnoies, Ace, set the best example to all ranks by their gat 
Ian try and conduct. 

Fort St. David was at this period by far the strongest plaee of 
arnm the British had in India. It was situated in a sort of island 
aniitUt Imys and rivers, and was a l)astioned square with briek revel- 
ni4>ntH and a wet ditch; while a considerable homwork, moonling 
thirty-four guns, extended to the northward. Its givat defect was 
the c<intractod space within, which was a parallelogram, measuring 
no more than 390 feet by 140: and the sand hills that acyoined it 
furnished admirable cover to an attacking enemy, while some ruioed 



redoubts had been permitted to remain, of which the Governor con- 
sidered it necessary to retain pussessian with small garrisons. On 
the night of the 1 5th of May tliese redoubts were attacked and car- 
ried, after a brisk but ineffectual resistance, by which rather more 
than one-third uf the whole strength of the garrison, by their being 
taken prisoners, was abstracted fn>ni the defence. The defenders 
had been at first so prodigal of their ammunition that it now began 
to fail. A more resolute defence, however, had been expected from 
the courage and conduct of Major Polier; but on the Ist of Juno, 
despairing of assistance from the fleet, he held out the white flag, 
and favourable terms of capitulation were conceded. He was after- 
wards brought to a court-mai*tial, who acquitted him of cowardice, 
but disapproved of the articles of surrender. No sooner, however, 
had the garrison marched out with all the honours of war, than the 
fort was levelled with the earth by the conquerors. The fall of Fort 
St. David was immediately f(»llowed by that of Devi-cottah, against 
which Lally sent M. d*Estaing with a strong detachment The gar- 
rison evacuated the place on his approach, and retreated with the 
greatest precipitation to Tnohinopoly. Ltally, surprised at his suo- 
eess, was content with it, as it appeared to him to justify his trium- 
phant return to Pondicherry after the manner of Dupleix, his pre- 
decessor. He found his treasury, however, insuflicient for his wants, 
and determined to replenish it at the cost of some of the native 
prinoes. Amongst those amenable to the vengeance of the French 
arms, the King of Tanjore was the richest, and Lally was easily 
persuaded to march a force into the Tanjorine dominions. 

23. Colonel Fords defeats M. Conflans in Bengal. 

While these important operations were in progress in the southern 
provinces of India tho affairs of Bengal were conducted with a degree 
of management and skill by the English that alone could have carried 
them through tho difficulties by which they were beset. Meer Jaffier, 
like other Indian usurpers, had promised much more than he found it 
eonvenient or practicable to perform ; it needed all Clive's temper 
and all his skill to control the passiims of men, and to preserve for a 
season the appearance of friendship where none existed ; and espe- 
eially it was not to the interest of the company, nor was it good policy 
to allow the Hindoos to be crushed by the turbulent followers of the 
Prophet. When, therefore, Berar was entered with a numerous 
army, Clive led a British contingent into tlie field along with it, and 
took good care that no positive hostility should be committed. On 
the 15th of May ho returned to Moorshedabad, where he received 
information of the investment of Fort St. David, with tho account 
of the first naval action fought on the Coromandel coast Having 
publicly given out that the latter had ended decisively against the 
French, he departed on the 24th for Calcutta. Here in a few days 
he received information of the fall of Fort St. David, that a second 
naval action had been fought, and that the French army were in 
maroh to Tanjore. Earnest apprehensions were expressed in thf 
<JUspatch for the safety of Madras, and appeals were made to Clive i 
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n't urn fur iU d^fcnoo. liiiit<*»d of duiiiK thiv, howvwr. Mi opanittg 
)ti*t>M<*iittMl ituclf for ofiocting a Uiyomiou, of which h« liMten«d to tokt 

AilVAIltH^O. 

Ill tiio Nortli«ni C^ircam a Rajnh, iiainoil Ahnuuderaiiw*^ wbo had 

ItiuMi raimMl to iH>w«r by lUiiwy, haviii|{ r«voUod» inarolied and took 

Vi/.aKa|uitAin fn>in tho Frt*iich, aiid <^t«re<I to HurEviider hia conqmal 

to till' pn^Hidoiicy of MmlrM. At tltnt tiino tlt«y w«ro in no ooNdltion 

to atroni him tho aHHiiitano« lio nMiuinhl, and ilodiiMMl tho a0«r. 

DiHiippointod in Uiat (|imrt«>r, ht* tuniod to IWnnl. Clivo aaw in Iha 

pnipoNAl iiiiincrouH aiivaiitaK«w, which it wmtld bo highly nnwiaa to 

iii>);loot. IliH oouncil, howovi«r, worongainHt him,and tho ap|dicalion 

would hAvi* hail no b«*tt«r hiioconm in liengal than in MadrMi but fur 

till' clinrart«tr and inftuituoo t»f ("livo, w)m», in doilanoo of tlM oidnka 

of liix council, din^ctwi nn armainont to bo piYparoil. Aoooroini^, 

nil I'xpmUtion, ooiwiHting of MH) KurojioanH, WHN> nativo tcoo|ia| and 

twolvi« Kuii», wt»rt\ AfU*r ctiiitiidorAhlo doli^, diapatchod iowarda tht 

Mid of Sopt«iub<'r uiidor ( -i>lon<*l i«\>rd«\ and laiidetl at ViiagapaUM 

on tlio i!Otli of 0<*tobur, wWw thov fonncHl an iinniodiato Jnnoiioa 

with tho inM>|M of AhnundtMiiuzis which lay at a abort diatanaa oA 

111 ilio moan whilo M. (lonflann, who had Ihh^i loft in oomiHaiid of iIm 

l'*iM'iirli forco whioh hail not a(*(H»in|uuiiod M. Ihiwiy, conocntraltd all 

till* fon*o ho c«»uld collci't in the vioiiiity of lUJHUinntiry. It aon- 

histoil of 6(M) lOiiniptHinii, (M>0 home, ({(NH> nativo tnM»)w, and a nittlli- 

tuilo of irn^gularw, witli a train of artillery cumhrona both fkiNa ili 

woiulit nnd (|nantiiy. lh»th thoao anniiw mot on tho 9tli of DoeoNibar 

nt. PiMldupiiro when in march t«> turn oach otlior'a flank: tba oobf 

Hi'ilutMioo wiiH, that both ongngcd on ground with which tlitjr ware 

coiiipiinitivoly uiiaoquaintod. The Imtftio wan well contmtodi but the 

l<*i*tMirli won* titally dofiwtiHl, and abandonrd their camp to the vio- 

ton* with many pi«»ci« of cannon, much ammunition, and 1000 draft 

Itiillookn. Colonel Ft>r<lo enjftyeil the untlivided honour of the vio- 

tory, for the Knjah with bin followem iwrofuUy kept out of Arcu The 

ri'tvent of the Kivnoh wa« a n^gular flight, i«ach man for hlmaelf, md 

M. ConfliinH found hiniHcIf alone at lUjainundry, about fiirtj mika 

fi*oiii the field, witli no other rt^putation than that of a hanl rider; but 

he (lid not deem it aafe to riMimiu even there, for tho follnwin|C d^y he 

evnoiiiitiMl it, again muniitc*il horMt, and took refbge in Maauli|iaUUik 

(\ili>iirl b\irde found a fort at llajainundry, but neither garriaun nor 

geiierni, and he mintinued bin advanot* AcrtMMtho(i(Mlavory in pumiil 

of IliH flying antngtuiiMtN. C4»iiflane dii«uatc*hod meaaagoa lo Salaba^ 

i'liiig, i>ntivaiing him to ot>ine to hia aMuataniH), and made a reported 
liM ilniiger to the govennmint of rondiohorry. 

24. War in North Amkrioa— Caiturk or Caps HanoN. 

Soeiii*M of unuHual importanci« w<*ro actiNl thia year in North 
Anierlon, where, exeluHive of the flei't and niarinea, tlio Britiah 
govrniincnt had aiuMMnbletl a force of nearly 50,00<l mmi, «»f whiek 
'J'i.OOt) were r(*gular troo|w. In poiimMiuenco of tlie nttum to Knrape 
of ilic l'<arl of lioudou the mmimand of the army had devolved ea 
"'ajor-(«eneral Abercroinbio ; but tlio pro|MMed field of o| 
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)H*iii){ nxtni^ivn, tli<* foroi* whn (UvIiImI into tlimn m^piirtitfi bodi'n, 
Miin* tliHii 12,000 iiifMi uiidpr Mnjorlirnornl Anilionil, uiiilvr wliuin 
Hrrvril llin yiiiiiif( ilri|{ii(linr Wullfs wniH* lUwtiiind fur tlit* iiir)(o of 
Ijotiipbiirfc ill thn iiiIaikI of (*ii|ni Hii'toii ; ll}.(NM) nwn utulor Al>rr- 
rrwiiiliio wvrr nt^f^rvml for tlio riMluoiiuti of TitMUitirroKA and Cniwu 
]*i»hit, A fort nltuattMl on Liikn (-hiitn|ilHiii ; nnil H(HN) ootiininiHiod by 
liri|Cii«iinr-(jrnpr«il Forlniii wnrt« oitlnnHl to Rttuck Fort Du (iumiin, 
wliivb iit(N>i| A ^rrai WMy to tbo iiotith>wrRt iionr thn river Ohio. A 
ctmiiklorAblo |ciirriM>ii wrh hIho |ilHr«Hl At AiiiiN|M)liH in Nova SootiA. 

Tbo nnluction of (*ji|i« llrf>ton bt^lng An objppt of tb(^ lln>t ooniil* 
(lemtion, tb<* <livii(i(»n of (IrnnrAi AnibrrHt wan «*mbAi*ktHl on tbo :i4tli 
of May, AnU on tb«« 'JnU of Juno tbo Hoot Ami tTAnniMirtN, ronoiAtlng 
All«>ll«'tbor of Id7 Mill nn(Jt*r AdinirAl HoM«Awon, Ancborcul in tb« 
lUy of <}AbAruiit About Hoven niiloR to tbo wtmtward of LonlHbiirgi 
TU« KArriiMrti f>f tbiii pUro, ^oniniAiKliKl by tbo ('b«*VAlirr do l)rur<mrf 
outMii»toil ot 2o(MI rofcuUr iriMipH Ami Abont 000 niilitiA. Tliu rntmnrt 
to Ui« liArbour wah M>rnnHl by flvi* iiblpA of tbn lini>. oiio AO jcun 
Aliip, Aiid Hvo fri)(Att«| tbroo of wblcb lAtti*r wvrft Hunk aoroM tbo 
liarboiir-tnontb in ordrr to rondrr it inA<?o«Milblii to tbe ApproAob of 
8lili>ping. Till* fortinrAttoiiH wnro In bAd rv|tAlr, but tbo Oovrrnor 
liAil tAki*n rvory prrrAUlion in hl« powor t«i prpvrnt tbo landintf of ati 
vnrniy bv mtAldiiibinK a obain of iNwtN iixtorior to tbo fortrewi, tliat 
oxtMidml for two Ioakuihi and a balf aIinik the moat AOiH«imblt |iarft 
I of tbo lM«Acb, which pffrtotntilly prt'vontvua landing ; but tboro wrm 
j lnt«««iii«'diAtp plAn** whioli cHutld not \m ao rflVotivoly protret«Kl by tho 
; intiiinobniontn nnd bAtt^'Hiio rrrotiMl upoti It. It wan in ono of thMO 
i Ka|iN that on tbo llib of 4\nw tbo Hriti«b troopa ytpva diM*mhai*krd. 
! Tbo triMipH Ahaoniblod in tbo boAta bofor« dAybrmk in tbr«H' diriiiionB. 
Tho Hbi|M of war liad ncourod tbo boncb with tbvir flr« fiir almui h 
quartrr of an hour wbm Uio Orat divlaion undvr llrioadivr Wolfn 
woro rowod towartla tbo ahoroi tbo two oihor divUionn, undor 
lirijpulion* Whitnioro and l«Awronoo, divblmU And diiitrarto<l tha 
«ioiHy Ity Irnvinic it nnrrrtain wliiob waa (bo foint and wblob tho 
foal attack. Notwiiliatandinii a very inipotuoua aurf, in which nmny 
lioatn won* u|Niot, and a aovoro tiro fVoni tho cAunim and niuakotry 
from ibr batt<'rii»ii, Wolfo purHuo<l hia point with adnilrablo («ouragO 
ami oiM>l jutlKmont, Tho aobliora loaiiod after him Into tho watof 
with tbo nioiit eager alacrity, and| having gained tho ahoro, inimo* 
diatoly attacked tho French in midi a manner, that in a fow 
minntea tboy abandoniMl all thoir work>i on I ho beach for aeveral 
niilea. and tho artdlory in them, ami Oe«l to I^tmiaburg. Tho othor 
diviMonn alao lauded, not without an olwtlnato onpoaition. Tho artil- 
lery and iiton*a were aa aiion am poeaiblo bnmgkt on nhoro^ ao thai 
the pUco wan enabled to be formally invoated on tho 11th of Juniit 
Tho II rut idiject wap to nocurt* a poet called tho lilgbtbouao lUttfi^f 
wliieli Mirvice wan performed by Wolfo with bin ACCURtonio<| vigour 
and celerity. On the Uitb the garrimm made a aortio with intent to 
(leotniy the workn of tho beaiegvra, but woro driven back with the 
kwa of forty-Ovo killeil and wounded. General Ambernt ovoHoukoil 
tlio o|»oratiuiia of tlio aiogo witli gro*t eir«uiiiaiH*etioti, aocurlng hia 
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camp with rcdoubtA and epauIinentA in the nature of Hoes of dr- 
cuiiivallation af^ainnt any attack of the Canadiana, of whom he 
iniaf^iiKsd tlier« wan a coiiHiderable body behind him on the island, 
on wi;ll AB afcaindt any aiuioynnce from the French shipping in the 
harbdur, wliioli might othcrwiso have much impeded his adranoes. 
The fire from tlie town, iHiand, and shipping continued till the SSth, 
whtMi tiic inland battery was Hilonced from the fire established on the 
liighthoiiHc i)oint On the 0th of July another sortie from the gar- 
riHoii HurprJHcd a company of ForbeH^s grenadiers under Lord Don- 
doiiald, who dn)vo the enemy back, but he was killed in the skirmidi. 
lieHidtm the r«}(ular approach(*H, which were conducted by the en- 
^inecrH, Woif(», who exerted hiniHolf with amazing activity, raised aonia 
lmtt<!rieH wliich grievouHiy incommoded the enemy both in the town 
and Hhippiiig. On the 12th of July the garrison made another lortie, 
but were driven back into the town with the loss of thirtr men. 
The '* Kcho/' French frigate, attempting to escape out of the har- 
bour, waH captured by the KngliHh cruiHcrs ; and it was reported to 
the Admiral that two frigateH had Hucccoded in getting out without dis- 
covery. On the 20th the three greatest Hhips \n harbiiur, '* L*Kntr»* 
prcnaiite," ** La ('apriciouiM)," and ** Le C^ebre," were set on fire by 
the bombn and burned to the water's edge, so that only two now 
remained, which the Admiral undertook to destroy. Two boats 
from every Hhip in the fleet, manned with their proper erews nnder 
the direction of a lieutenant or mate, and armed with muskets, 
piHtolH, and poleaxett, were ordered to rendezvous at tlie Admiral'b 
Hhifi, and nail in detachments to join Sir Charles Hodge's squadron 
at th(i mouth of the harbour. TheHo were formed into two divisiotts 
undiT the command of the two senior masters and eommandera of 
the fleet, CaptaiuH l^aforey and Dalfuur. About midnight, aided bj 
the advantage of a foggy darkness and inviolable silence, thcM 
])ad(lled into the harbour and passed the island battery unperceived. 
Afu;r pUHhing in almost as far as the grand batt«*ry, lest the shipa 
shonld ))e too soon aiarmiMl by the noise of their oars, they took a 
sweep fn)m thence towards that part of the harbour, previously well 
niconiioitred by the captains, where were the great ships, " La Pm* 
di'ntc *' and ** Le Bienfaisant'' Kach division was no sooner hailed 
))y the Hentinels, than the commanders ordered their crews to give 
way alongHide the nwiiective ships ; and no longer able to keep 
Hijenoe, theae now cheered lustily after their manner, and, following 
thfir h>a(l(TH, boarded them immediately with all the expediticm and 
good order they could observe. After a very little resistance from 
the t(;rrified crews, the assailantH soon found themselves in ptMoeosion 
of two fine ships of the enemy, one of ^4 and <ine of G4, witli the Ioh 
of very few aeamen and only one mate. Up to thia time no notice 
had been taken of the attempt UfMn the shi|)s from the works of the 
town, for a brisk diversion was made on that side by the Dritiah 
battcrieH; and from the numonius scaling-ladders which had been 
OHtentHtiously lirouglit into the trenches, apprehensions of an eeea* 
lade had kc^it civery one's obscrvaticm from the ramparts coneen- 
uted on the lines ; but the noise of the seamen in boMtling and 
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their huszan now left no room to doubt the real fact of an attempt 
npon the ships, and both ships and boats immediately received a 
most furious discharge of cannon, mortars, and musketry from all 
sides. Lftforey in vain endeavoured to tow off *<La Prudente,'* for 
she was soon found to be aground with several feet of water in her 
hold. There remained nothmg to do with her, therefore, except to set 
her on fire ; but the gallant captain placed a large schooner and all 
her boats alongside, that her people misht escape to shore. The 
whole of the boats and both captains now helped to tow off** Le Bien* 
faisant," whioli they did successfully and in the most triumphant man- 
ner under a formidable fire from the mortified enemy, by the assistance 
of a little breeze which opportunely sprang up to their assistance. 
Both leaders were deservedly posted for this gallant service, and 
Captain Balfour was nominated to the command of the captured 
vessel. 

During the whole siege the two services co-operated with remark- 
able harmony, the Admiral cheerfully assisting the Greneral in all 
his requisites of cannon, ammunition, and the assistance of the 
marine force. The fire was opened on both sides upon the town 
with skill and activity, and kept up with such perseverance that the 
French garrison, dispirited at their evident fate, proposed terms of 
capitulation ; but Greneral Amherst required an unconditional surren- 
der, or that an assault would be made upon the town from the troops 
and shipping. The Chevalier Drucour, piqued at this reply, answered 
that rather than comply with the terms demanded he would stand the 
assault. Nevertheless, influenced it is said by representations from 
the traders and inhabitants of the place, and after considerable hesi- 
tation, he submitted to the conditions, with the sole reserve that the 
garrison should be conveyed to England as prisoners of war. On 
the 27th of July three companies of grenadiers under the command 
of Major Taylor took possession of the western gate, and Brigadier 
Whitmore entered the town and received the arms and colours of 
the garrison. The loss to the British in this siege was 523 killed 
and wounded ; but the possession of the place gave them the whole 
island of Cape Breton, as well as the port of Louisburg, in which 
the victors found 221 pieces of cannon, eighteen mortars, and a 
considerable quantity of stores and ammunition. The British people 
received the news of this important capture with great joy, d out 
of eompliment to their great and popular minister the name of the 
fort was changed to Pittsburgh. 

25. Capture of Fort Du Qussnb. 

The main division embarked upon Ltake George on the 5th of 
July, under General Abercrombie, who after a prosperous navigation 
huided his troops without opposition, and advanced in fnur columns 
towards the first object of attack, which was to invest Ticonderoga* 
The French outposts retired on their approach, and the troop* 
pursued their march ; but the country throu^^h which they had to 
pMa was rough and woody, and did not admit of orderly )>rogrfl a. 
The columns got broken and into confusioni and the guides w 
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extremely ignorant, bo that the one fell in uptm the traok of tha 
otlier. Brigadier Lord Howe, in advance of the right centre oolumB, 
fell in with a detachment of the enemy, who had also lost its wa^, 
and was in the same disorder. A skirmish ensued, ending in 
a cousiderahle contest, in which the French were routed with tha 
loss of 300 killed and 160 prisoners ; but this petty advanl^ce was 
dearly purchased by the loss of the noble commander, Lord Uowe^ 
who was unspeakably regretted as a young officer of ecmBiderable 
promise. At length tlie British force was collected before Ticuoda* 
roga. This fort is situated on a tongue of land between Lake Geoigt 
and a narrow gut or creek that communicates with Lake Champhm. 
Thne of its sides are surrounded by water, and the fourth by a 
morass. The prisoners reported tliat in the place tltero were eight 
battalittns of reguhurs and a biidy of Canadians, altogether amoantug 
to OOOO men, and that a detachment of 3000 men under M. de Lewis 
was absent upon a diversion on tlie Mohawk river. This infoma- 
tion detei*mined tlie General to strike a decisive stroke, if poaiibk^ 
before the return of this reinforcement. The engineers, after reooB* 
noitring the place, reported that the intrenclimenta were in aaiy 
places uniinished, and that the works appeared accordingly practi- 
cable for an assault, which might be attempted with every prubdbili^ 
of siiccoss. The fatal resolution was accordingly adopted nut la 
await the arrival of the artillery, which might be delayed flrom the 
badness of the roads, but to make the attempt of an escalade witiwat 
loss of time. The troops advanced to the attack with the grsatait 
alacrity ; but on arriving at tlie breastwork they found it eight fact 
high, and well protected at its base witli an abattia. The troopa 
8uflei*cd dreadfully in their approach, but notwithstanding, advanead 
ti» the OHsault with undaunted resolution, and sustained a furmidaUa 
Are without flinching ; but the garrison was too well covered, and 
the asHailants could n<it make the least impression against It. 
After ( he conflict had endured nearly four hours the General anr 
that these reiterated and obstinate efforts utterly failed of any bofia 
of success, and thought it necessary to order a retreat Ha bad 
already lost nearly 2000 men in killed and wounded, for every regi- 
ment had behaved witli the greatest intrepidity, but especially Lord 
John Murray's Highland regiment, of wliom nearly one*half, with 
twenty-flve ofiicers, were either slain upon the («pot or deaperately 
wouiiiled. This precipitate attack was followed by a retreat ahnoat 
as precipitate, insomuch that the army gained their former oamp to 
the Boutliward of Lake George the evening after the sssauit. 

In order to lessen the diHgrace of this bloody repulse. General 
Abercrouibie detached Lieutenant- Colonel Bradstreet, with 9000 
men, to execute a design which this officer had fomed against 
Cadaraciui or Fort Frontenao. This fort stands at the commiini- 
catinn of Lake Ontario with the river St. Lawrence, and iaa plaoa of 
coimidfrable importance, as it commands the course of that rivar 
and was a mogaiine to tlie more 8<iutheni |ioatB in that noighboar- 
hoo<l. It hap|>ened at the time to be poorly fortified and feab^ 
garrisoned. Colonel Bradstreet embarked his dataehmant In 
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sloops and bateaux, and landed it within a mile of the fort, the 
garrison of which, consisting of ooiy 110 men, surrendered without 
firing a shot ; and sixty pieces of cannon, nine armed sloops, which 
had been collected together for the French expeditions, and an 
immense quantity of provisions and merchandise, became an easy 
prise to the enterprise. 

This success of Colonel Bradstreet facilitated in all probability the 
SKpeditioa against Fort Dn Quesne. Brigadier Forbes began his 
march from Philadelphia in the beginning of July at the head of 
0000 men, through a iract of country very little known and almost , 
impracticable by reason of woods, mountains, and morasses. By the 
most incredible exertions, and by the greatest Tigour and persever- 
anoe he made his way, procured provisions, and secured hu eamps, 
though continually Inrassed by parties of hostile Indians. Having 
advanced with the main part oi his force as £eu* as Raystown, a^ut 
ninety miles distant from Fort Da Quesne, General Forbes detached 
Major Grant with 60O men to feel his way and reconnoitre the place. 
The French iiearing of this, sent 2000 jnea, under Colonel Bouquet, 
who met them at a place called Lyal-Henning. A desperate oontest 
ensued even with these disproportionate forces, which was gallantly 
maintained fur more than three hours by the British detachment. At 
length the force of numbers made it give way, and it retired in good 
order^ but with the loss of Major Grant, nineteen officers, and SOO 
men. This severe check did not, however, prevent General Forbes 
from continuing his advance, but when at length he arrived at Fort 
Du Qnesne on the 24th of November, he found that the French had 
qnitled it, and retired down the Ohio to their settlements on Ihe 
Mississippi. The British standard was accordingly erected on tiis 
ibrt, and the nasse changed to F<nrt Pitt, in honour of the minister. 
Having rested his troops, and concluded treaties with the surround* 
ing Indian tribes, who appeased ready to renounce their eoonsxton 
wtth France, General Forbes secured it with a garrison of pro* 
vincial troops, and marched his force back to Philadelphia, whevs 
he himself shortly sunk under the effects of the incredible fatigues 
of this service. 

Nothing more was attempted in North America this year, but it 
warn evident tliat the tables were already turned against the Fpeikch 
here as in India, and that the white flag was fast disappearing from 
both Continents. 
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1. British conjunct Exprdition against thr French d 
Islands- Capturk op Guadaloupe. 

A squadron of eight ships of the lino with sixty transpor 
taining six regiments of foot, sailed for the West Indies on tlic 
November of the last year, in order to attaolc and reduce the 
Caribbeo islands. The whole force was under the comn 
Gon(*ral IIobi«on,an old experienced officer, assisted by Major-* 
Darrington, Colonels Armij^or, Ilaldane, Trapaud, and Ch 
acting in the capacity of brigadiers. This squadron arrived 
bados, where thoy joined Commodore Moore, appointed to o<: 
the united squadron, amounting to ten sliips of the line 
frigates and bomb-kotches. The tn»ops were joined here 
Highlanders of ^e regiment commanded by Lord John Mi 
North America, and altogether thev amounted to 5800 mri 
whole armament sailed from Carlisio Hay on the 13th of J 
and next morning diitcovered the Inland of Martinique, wh 
the |i|ace of its destination. The chief fortification In Ma 
was mo citadel of Port Hoval, a regular fort, which was at i 
insufficiently garrim>ned and supplied. On the island, at a dii 
tliree miles, is Point des Ncgres, on which was a battery i 
guns. Tliis was soon silenced, and immediately posaesse 
ddtachment of marines and sailors, who mot with no resistai 
the Dritish colours were immediately hoisted. This servic 
successfully performed, three ships were sent to reduce a bi 
four guns at a place called (-ase dm Navires, which havii 
effected, the French troops retired to Port Royal, leaving th 
open, B(» that the troops were landed without opposition. 1 
vanced in onler next morning towanls the eminence that ovi 
the town and citadel of Port Royal called Mome Tortensoi 
was altogether neglected by the French Govtmor, altlioi 
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most important post in the island. Nevertheless, some of the 
inferior officers resolved to defend tlie post with a body of the mili- 
tia, reinforced with the garrison that had retired from the forts of 
Point des N^gres and Case des Navires ; but they were entirely un- 
provided with cannon, and in all probability they could not have 
withstood a spirited and well-oonducted attack from regular troops. 
General Hobson, however, did not think proper to attack, but sent 
to the Commodore for some ship-guns and for his assistance from 
the side of the sea. Owing to some misunderstanding or jealousy 
between the General and Commodore the troops were re-embarked 
the same day, having lost two officers killed and wounded ; and to 
the inexpressible surprise of the garrison, who could hardly credit 
the testimony of their own senses, they saw themselves suddenly 
delivered from their fears ; at a time when both Governor and people 
had resigned all thought of further resistance, and were at the very 
moment actually assembled in the public hall in the city, to send 
deputies to the English General with proposals of capitulation and 
surrender. A council of war having given its opinion that an 
attempt should be made on St. Pierre, an important place more to 
the northward, the expedition now set sail for that place; but 
when they had arrived before it, and examined the coast, the Com- 
modore told the General tliat he made no doubt he could reduce 
the town, but not with such detriment to the troops and shipping in 
it as that the troops could make any use of their success ; and he pro- 
posed instead to attempt the reduction of the island «tf Gundaloupe. 

In pursuance of this suggestion the expedition left Martinique 
and set sail for her sister colony. On the 23rd of January the fleet 
arrived before the town of Basseterre, the capital of the island. It 
was defended by a strong fortress, which in the opinion of the 
ehief engineer was not to be reduced by the shipping. Commodore 
Moore, notwithstanding, determined to attempt it. At nine in the 
morning the ** Lion,'' commanded by Captain Trelawney, began the 
engagement against a battery of nine guns; four ipen-of-war were 
brought to bear against the citadel ; the rest were disposed against 
the town. The action was maintained on both sides with great 
vivacity. The Commodore was blamed for shifting his flag during 
the actitm into the ** Woolwich,'' frigate, which was not engaged; 
but nothing is more unreasonable than to require one in command 
to be engaged in the heat of an action over which he must lose from 
that moment all control. Such a reflection is often inconsiderately 
cast upon commanders-in-chief, as if the mere possession of brute 
eourage, and not the qualities of the mind, were to direct an enter- 
prise. In tlie present case it was said the General required him *^ 
shift his flag, in order that he might be himself admitted a** * 
the ** Woolwich," with the chief engineer and other general 
to determine such time and mode of landing the troops as 
vice neceHsarily required. All the Captains, Leslie, Burnet. 
Jekyli, Trelawney, and Shuldam, behaved with extraordii 
and resolution. Tlie latter, in the '* Panther," silenced a i!r 
tery, and lay by it till called off by the Commodore. The ** 
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and '* Berwiok ** were driven out to sea, and two faatteiiea plajrc 
the ^ BippoD,'* Captain Jekyll, but by two in the aftarikoen a 
silenced the guns of that called the Mome Roage; although 
same time he oould not prevent his ship from running agrouni 
enemy, perceiving his diiaaster, assembled in great numbers on 
and lined the trenches, from which they poured in a galling fire i 
ketry. The militia afterwards brought up an I8-pounder, and : 
hours raked her fore and aft with considerable eSeet : never! 
Captain Jekyll returned the fire with equal ceurage and penevi 
tliough his people dropped on every side, until all hia gn 
and wadding were expended, and all his rigging out to pieec 
crown his misfortune, a box eoutaining 900 cartridges blew 
the po<^ and set the ship on fire, which however waa aoon 
guished. The captain then threw out a signal of distress, whi 
not for a long time attended to, till Captaia Leslie, of the ** B 
coming from sea and observing his situation, ran in betwc 
** Rippun " and the battery, and engaged with such impetw 
made an immediate diversion in favour of Captain Jekyll, 
ship nevertheless remained aground till midnight, notwithstanc 
his exertions. At seven in the evening all the other large 
having silenced the guns to which they liad been respectir 
posed, joined the rest of the fleet. The four bomb-keteliec 
anchored near the sliore, began to ply the town with shi 
carcase, so that in a little time the bouses were in flame& 
magasiues of gunpowder blew up with awful explosions, and 
ten o'clock the whole town blazed out in one general oonflag 
It burned without intermptiou the whole of this and the fo. 
day, when it was almost totally reduced to ashes. On the S 
two in the aftemoim, the fleet came to an anchor in tho i 
Basseterre, where they found the hulks of divers ships, whi 
enemy had set on fire on their approach. Several ships tun 
and endeavoured to escape, but were intercepted and takoi 
British squadron. At five o'clock the troops hinded withoul 
sition, and took possession of the town and citadel, which thej 
entirely abandoned by the French governor. Chevalier d' 
A Grenoese deserter gave information of a train that was 
blow up the powder magazine in the citadel, but the gj 
had retreated with so much precipitation as did not permi 
to execute this design. The train was immediately cut c 
the magazine secured. In tlie morning at daybreak the ene 
peared to the number of 2000, about four miles from the towi 
they intended to throw up intrenchments in the vicinity of a 
where the Governor had fixed his head-quarters. Some of tl 
accordingly took possession of an advantageous post on an em 
and part entered the town, which still continoed burning, a 
the spikes drilled out of the guns: in the mean time the 
colours were hoisted on the parapet. The Governor waa 
diately summoned, but declared, *'the English had takAo 
evezy thing but their lives, and they would sell them d 
'^ this rMolutiouy indeed, he was encouraged by tho d«i 
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th« grdiindi which was rugKod and inouiitatnouii, and abounded 
with paMMM and dofilc* of a difficult and dangerouH nature. There 
U one pjiM in tho iinnitnliate ncightwurhood called the Dos d'Ane, 
a cJeft through a mountainous ridge, opening a communication with 
C«|>eateri'e, a moro level and beautiful part of the island. The 
asceni from Basseterre Ut this pass was so very steep, and the way 
so broken and intHrnintvd by rocks and gullies, that there was no 
proe|NN:t of attacking it with suooesa except at first landing, when the 
mhabitants were under Uie influence of a panic. Those soon, how- 
erer, rocoviTed their spirits, assembled, and fortified themselves 
among tho hills, armed and arrayed their negroes, an<l affected 
to hold the invaders at deflaooe. A lady of masculine couragCi 
named Dueharnay, a otmsiderablo planter in tho island, anned her 
slaves, and make several attempts upon an advanced {MMt occupied 
bv Major Melville ; she also threw up intrench men ts on a hill oppo« 
site to timt offlcer's post, who had all along distinguished himself by 
his uiieommon intrepidity, vigilance, ana conduct. At length the 
field-works of tliis AinnsMn were sttirmod by a regular detachment 
of the " old lluffM," which after an obstinate and dangerous conflict 
entered the intronchments sword in liand, and burned the houses and 
plantations. Home of tho enemy wore killed, and a great number 
taken. Of the Ktiglish detachment twelve soldiers were slain and 
thirty wounded, including three subaltern officers. On the eastern 
and more fertile fiortion of the sister island called La Grandeterrc 
was situated a strong battery called Fort Louis. The great ship* 
were sent round in order to reduce this fortification, which they 
aooordingly attaekud on the ISth of February. It was bombarded 
for six hours, after which ttio Highlanders and marines were landed^ 
who dnivo the enemy from their hitrenohuienta and hoisted the 
Uritlsh flsg. 

On tlie 27th of February General Hobson died. Mid General Bar-* 
rington succeeded him : the siddiers and sailors were very generally 
attacked with fevers and euidemical diseases, aud they made little pro* 
greas in the rcduotion of the island. On the first day of his command 
(ienoral IlHrrington ordered the troops to strike their tents aud huts ; 
the batteries in and about UaHsoterre were blown up and destroyed, 
and tlie whole army re-ombarked, except a regiment and a detach- 
ment of artillery for a gnrrisiui at the citadel, the command of which 
I was given to (xencral Debrisay. The enemy no sooner (teroeived 
the ooast clear than thoy descended upon tliis citadel and greatly 
annoyed it with shot and shell, threatening a regular attack, but 
(bey were gallantly repulsed by 8<»rties from the castle. Unfor- 
tunately, luiwever, by an explosion of the powder magaxine at the 
south-east bastion, Debrisay and several offioers and men were 
blown up. The enemy un this made another assault with e<]ually bad 
suocesa, and the government of the fort was left with Major Mel- 
ville. In the mean time tlie Commodore received intelligence that 
Admiral de iiompart was arrived at Martinique with a souadron 
of eight sliips of tlio line, and three frigatfs, together witli soma 
troops to roioCurce tlio gftrriaon, on which he thought pvu|»er to mU 
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away with the HritiBh squadron to Dominica, distant nine leagMii 
wht'uco hi* couhl alwa>'8 get out to oppose any design which miiht 
be nmilo against tho Hritish annaments. General Barrinjctoo heng 
]oft with nu more than one ship of 40 guns for the protection of tbt 
transports, formed a plan fur pnwecuting the war in Guadaloupe bj 
dotachnionts. lie therefore landed Colonel Crump with 600 
between tlie towns of St. Anne and St. Francis, and destroyed 
works of tho enemy, from which ho received but little 0| 
Another detAchmcnt of 300 men attacked the town of Gosier, which, 
notwithstanding a severe iire, they took by storm, drove the nrrisoQ 
into the wimkIs, and set fire to and demolished the plaoe and nU the IB- 
tivnchments. Tiiis detachment was then ordered to ibrce its way to 
Fort Louis, the English governor of which was to make sallies to 
favour their irruption. This thoy succeeded in doing, fordng a 
strong pass and de8trt)ying a battery which the French had raued 
aguinst tlio Knglish camp in the neighbourhood of the f«irt. The 
(ieneral formed a scheme for sur|irising at one time the three towns 
of IVtit-Hourg, Goyave, and St. Mary^s; but the night appointed fvr 
the s<'r\ ice proved exceedingly dark and tempestuous ; and as 
several of tho flat-bottomed boats were shoaled, Colonel Claverii^ 
landed with about eighty men, but got entangled in the mangrove 
trees and tlio nmd, and was obligeid to re-embark. This projeel 
havin<; miscarried, the General detached the same commanders with 
1500 men to land in a bay not far from the town of Amonville at the 
bottom of Petit-Cul'de-sac, under the protection of the ** Wnolwich." 
Tiu> enemy did not dispute their landing, but retired to a strong in- 
trenehment thrown up behind the river at a post strcmg by nature 
callfd Le Lorno, a post of considerable importance. With four 
fleld.])ieees and two howitzers they maintained a constant fire npun 
the top of the intrenchnients, and under cover of this the High- 
landers advanced, flring by platoons with the utmost regnlaiity. 
The FriMieh, intimidated by their cool and remdute behaviour, began 
to abandon the flrst intrenchment on the loft. The Highlandcn 
then threw tliemst^lves forward with their accustomed impetuosity, 
and fallowed the fugitives |H*U-niell into the redoubt, of which they 
also took possession ; but the enemy still maintained their ground 
within the intrenchnients on tho right, from which tlicy annoyed the 
assailants both with musketry and cannon. A temporary bridge 
was then thrown acn>S8 the river in order to attack this post, 
when the French abandoned it with precipitation. In this eonfliet 
the Knglish lost two officers and thirteen men killed, and abont 
eighty wounded. Colonel Clavering having passed the river Li- 
ganle, pursued tho enemy to Tetit-liourg, which they had foiiiSed, 
but Captain Uveilale, of the *' Grenada," bimib-ketch, was at hand 
throwing shells into their redoubts, so that they deserted the plaee 
and retiri'd with precipitation. On the 15th of April Oiptsin Sisel 
flestroyed the battery at Goyave. Oilonel Crump was detached with 
700 nun to the Bay of Muhaut, where he burned the town and bat- 
teries, whieh he found abandoned. Colonel Clavering advanced fton 
Fetit-Uourg on tho 20th towards St. Marj-'s, where he ondenlood 
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tho French had collootud tlioir wholo forco niul thrown up intronch- 
nients, nnd ho detached Colon(>l Bnrlow with a body of troops to 
taku tlieni in roar; but whon thoy perceived thu advancu of thu 
KngliHh Hunnounting every ditllcully, and turnin|r tlioir linen, thoy 
abandoned tho ground, l(Mivin}r their artillery to the victorH. After 
carrying the fortified heights of St. MaryX Clavrring (Miton^i tlu) 
oliarining country of the CapeHturre, when 820 negro troopH mirren- 
dered at diHuretion. The inlmbitantM n«>w Hoeing that the bent part 
of the country waM on thu point of being given up to fire and aword, 
came in, and on the iHt of May thu Governor aent a flag of truce, 
witii an offer to capitulate, which Harrington gi*ant(>d without delay. 
Tho agnNMuent had only juat been signed when a mohMenger came 
iutn tho camp with information that (roneral lieauharnaiH imd landed 
witli (JUO i*egular tiv)opH and 1500 voluntecra from Martinique; but 
oil hearing that the capitulation was aigned, he re-embarked )ii» 
troops and returned to Alartiniijue. 

2. Naval War. 

Prttvioua to tho more capital operationa of tho war we may 
particularize the moat remarkable captures that were made u|M)n the 
enemy by single ships of war during tliu coui'su of this year. In the 
month of February a French privateer belonging to Ciranville, called 
iho ** Marquis de Marigny," having on board 200 men, and nxHintod 
with 20 guns, was taken by Captain Parker in the '* Montague," who 
likowisu made prize of a small armed vessel from Dunkirk, with 
60 men and H guns. Abcmt the same period Captain (iraves, of tho 
** Unicorn," brought in the *< Morass,*' privateer, carrying 200 men 
and 22 guns. Captain Lendriek, of the ** Brilliant," captured two 
large merchantmen, Inden on the Fren'.*h king's account with pro- 
viaions, arms, and clothing for the troops at Martinique. Within 
the same month a large French ship from St. Domingo, richly 
I laden, fell in with tho *' Favourite," ship of war, and was carried 
into (libraltar. On the 21st the 32-gun frigate *< Vestal/' Captain 
Samuel iiiMid, belonging to a small squadron commanded by Admiral 
Holmes, who had sailetl for the American seas in January^ descried 
a strange sail when she was a considerable way ahead of the fleet, 
and gave chase to her, supportt^d by the *' Trent,'* 28, Captain 
John Lindsay. The chase |)roved to be a Fn*ncli frigate called the 
" Ik'Uona," of 220 men, and l\*2 great guns, cimimanded by theC'ount 
do Heauhonoire. (-aptain Hood having made signal to the Admiral, 
continued the chase, till at two p.m. tlie ** Vestal " arrived within 
lialf muHket-shot, when she |>ourtul in a broadside which was immo- 
diatidy retorted ; a running tight ensued which continued four houni, 
when the Frenchman hauled down her oidours after having lost all 
her inaHts and rigging, together with about forty men killed in 
action. The ** Vestal '* had four men killed and 22 wounded, but 
immediately after the enemy had struck, all her rigging having boen 
destroyed, the topmasts fell overboard, and she waa otherwise ao 
much damaged tliat she could not proceed on her voyago. The 
** Trent *' was four miles astern when the action coated. Tho "BeU 
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lona" was commuBioned for his Majesty iuid«r the nune of the 
** lU'pulHo." She had been one of tlie vesaels named as having 
cKcu|K.-(l with the ** FloriHsante/' from the island of Martiniqoe. 
Immediately after this exploit Captain Elliot, of the ^.foloa," 
fri^utc, accomiiaiiied by the " Ihih," made prize of a French ship, 
"^Mignonnc," of 20 gnnfl, and 140 men, one of four frigates employed 
us convoy to a larj^c fleet of merchant Hhipanear the island of Rh^ 
On the 28th of March the British fri((atc8 ** Southampton " and 
** Mdliini]>c/' commanded by Cnptains Gilchrist and Ilotham, being 
at cruise to the northward, fell in with the ** Danae," a French ship 
of 40 Kun8 and 3IM) men. Captain llotham maintained the battle* 
coiirtiderable time with admirable jE^lUntry before his consort eonid 
come Ui liiH aHsiHtance. As tliey fought on in the dark, Owtun Gil- 
christ waH obliged to lie by for s<ime time because he could not dis- 
tini^uiHli the one from the other; but no sooner did the day nppear 
than hi; bore down upon the French ship with his usual impetiwaty, 
and MHm compelled her to surrender. She did not strike, howcTer, 
until thirty or forty of her men were Mlain. The gallant Captain 
Gilchrist received a grape-sliot in the shoulder, which, though it 
did not d(.'|>rive him of life, rendered him unfit for future eerrice. 
lie waH a brave officer, of whom, but for this sad misfortune, great 
hopeH were entertained. The ** Danae ** was commissioned in the 
navy und<rr the ftanie name. AlMiut the same date the ** Windsor," 
fjO-gun hhip, while cruiHing off the liock of Lisbon, discovered four 
large >,\i\\rti to the leeward, which he immediately chased. When be 
ap|ii-oached them they formed a line of battle ahead, and appeared 
ready to give him a warm reception. He gallanUy brooght the 
BternnioHt hhip to action, which suHtained his fire for about an hoar, 
when the otlier three bearing away from thcur consort with all the 
Hail they could can*y, she struck her colours and was carried into 
LiHlioti. She prvjved to be the '* Due dc Chartres," 60-gDn ahip, 
enjluUf and at that time, therefonf, only carrying 24 guiiSy with a 
coni])lement of 300 men, about thirty of whom were killed in the 
acrion. The ^Windfior'' had one man killed and nx wounded. 
The prize belonged, witli the three that escaped, to the French East 
India Company, and was laden with gunpowder and naval sioraS| 
bound to I'ondi cherry. On the 4th of April tlie '' Achilles," 60-gan 
fthip, Captain Harrington, cruising to the westward of Cape Flnia- 
terre, encountered a French Hhip of equal force called ** Le Comte 
de St. riorentin," bound fnjm Cape Francois in Hispaniola to 
Kocliefort, under the conmiand of the Sieur de Montenay. After a 
close and obstinate engagement which lasted two hours, and is 
which this officer was himself mortally wounded, 116 of his men 
kili'd and wounded, and his ship totally dismasted, he was obliged to 
strike, ('aptain Harrington obtained the victory at the esfiense of 
about twenty- five men killed and wounded, and all his rigging nn- 
der<d UHeJesM by the Frenclimmrs cannon. Two anaall privaleei* 
from Dunkirk were tAwt taken at this time, one called the ^ Marquis 
>H Hareil, * by the " Hrilliant," Captain Parker, the other called *• Le 
rilloncur," which struck to the *< firace," cutter, aasifltcd hj the 
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boats of the ship " Rochester," Captain Duff, who sent her into the 
Downs. Two privateers called ** Le Chasseur," and " Le Con- 
qu^rant," the one from Dunkirk, the otiier from Cherbourg, were 
taken and carried into Plymouth by Captain Hughes, of the •* Tamer," 
frigate. A tiiird called the ** Dispatch," from Morlaix, was brought 
into Penzance by tiie '* Diligence," sloop, commanded by Captain 
Eastwood. A fourth called *' Le Basque," 22-gun ship, 200 men, 
fell into the hands of Captain Parker in the " Brilliant." Captain 
Antrobus of the " Surprise," took the '* Vieux," a privateer of 
Bourdeaux, and a fifth, out of Dunkirk, struck to Captain Knight in 
the " Liverpool," off Yarmouth. All these affairs took place in the 
inoDth of April. On the 18th of May a French frigate called the 
" Arethusa," a 32-gun ship, manned with a large complement of 
bands, under the command of the Marquis de Vaudreull, submitted 
to two British frigates, " Venus " and " Thames," commanded by 
Captains Harrison and Colby, after a warm engagement in which 
she lost sixty killed and wounded. In the month of June an armed 
ship, belonging to Dunkirk, was brought into the Downs by the 
^ Stag," Captain Angsl ; and a privateer of force, called the " Countess 
de la Serre," was subdued and taken after an obstinate engagement, 
by Captain Moore, of the ^ Adventure." Several armed ships of the 
enemy and rich prizes were taken in the West Indies (particularly 
two French frigates, and two Dutch ships with French commodities, 
all richly laden) by some of the ships of the squadron which Vice- 
Admiral Coats commanded on the Jamaica station. The ^* Velour," 
20-gun ship, and 100 men, from St. Domingo, with a valuable cargo 
on board, fell in with the *' Favourite," sloop of war, under the com- 
mand of Captain Edwards, who, after an obstinate dispute, carried 
her in triumph to Gibraltar. At St. Christopher's in the West 
Indies, the ** Crescent," Captain Collingwood, attacked the French 
frigates '* Am^thyste " and *' Berkeley," in which the latter was 
taken after a warm engagement, and carried into the harbour of 
Basseterre, in Guadaloupe ; the other escaped, and the ^ Crescent's " 
rigging was too much damaged to pursue her. Notwithstanding the 
vigilance and success of the British cruisers as exhibited in this 
long catalogue, the French privateers swarmed to such a degree, 
that in the course of this year they took above 200 sail of British 
merchant ships, valued at 600,000/. In the beginning of October 
the '* Hercules," T4, ship of war, Captain Porter, cruising in the 
chops of the Channel, descried to windward a large ship which 
proved to be the " Flori^ante," of the same force. Her commander 
teeing the English ship give chase, lay to for her, and the engage- 
ment hegaa with great fury, but in a little time the '' Hercules " 
having lost her topmast and a great part of her rigging, made the 
best of her way off, and was pursued till eight o'clock next morning, 
when she escaped. Captain Porter was wounded in the head with a 
grape-shot, and lost the use of a leg in the engagement. 

3. Admiral Rodnet bombards Havre db Grace. 

Having thus taken notice of all the exploits of single ■hips, we 
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now proceed to describe in order the actions that were performed 
tliis year by the different squadrons that constituted the naval 
power of Great Britain at this period. Intelligence harinK been 
received that the French meditated a descent on the British 
Rhores, and that a number of flat-bottomed boats were prepared 
at Havre de Grace for the purpose of disembarking troops, 
Admiral Rodney was detached in the beginning of July, with 
a small squadron of ships and bomb-ketches, to aimoy and OTerawe 
that part of France. He accordingly proceeded to anchor in the 
road of Havre, and placing the bomb-vessels in the narrow chan- 
nel of the river leading to Honfleur, he continued to bombard 
the town for fifty-two hours without intermission, throwing in 1900 
shells and 1100 carcasses. A numerous body of French troops came 
down to the shore, and, under the cover of intrenchments and bat> 
teries, kept up an active fire upon the assailants ; but the town was 
set on fire in several places and burned with great fury, while the 
inhabitants fled in the utmost consternation. Bombardments of this 
kind, however, do but very inconsiderable damage in proportion to 
their expenditure of powder and shot. They are pursued in every 
wa^', and doubtless create a consternation that may be useful in ren- 
derintr a people averse to the continuance of it, and as an indoee- 
ment to a nation to avoid one if possible, from the unprotected 
nature of the towns on their seaboard ; but they may be deemed a 
barbarous method of prosecuting hostilities, and, if possible, one to 
be avoided, when the damage, as in this case, falls upon the wretched 
inhabitants, and not upon naval dockyards, arsenals, or fortifications, 
which are of course contraband of war. 

4. Admiral Boscawem fails in an Attempt on Toulon. 

A British fleet under Admiral the Honourable Edward 
of thirteen ships of war, two of which were 50-gun ships, and the 
mainder frigates, were ordered to ciiiise in the Mediterranean. The 
first attempt of the gallant Admiral somewhat savoured of temerity, 
for having in vain defled the French fleets at anchor in the hazbonr 
of Toulon by the ostentatious display of the British flag before them, 
he ordered three ships, commanded by Captains Smith, Harland,and 
Barker, to advance and bum two that lay close to the mouth of the 
harbour. They accordingly approached with great intrepidity, hot 
wero so mauled by batteries which they had not before pereeiTed, and 
it falling calm just as they were opposite two small forts which they 
had in vain attempted to destroy, that they were now glad to draw 
off, which they did in a very shattered condition and iu great diffi- 
culty. After this the Admiral was glad to repair to Gibraltar to 
refit. 

5. Gai.ns a signal Yictort over the French Admiral db la. Club 

NEAR Laoos. 

The French Admiral de la Clue, commanding the Toulon aqoa- 
dron, thought this a good opportunity of sailing, in hopes of pMiiBf; 
the straits unmolested. Admiral Boscawen having refitted, mi 
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frigates to keep a good look out and give timely notice of tlie ap- 
proach of any French ship. On the 17th of August, at eight in tlie 
evening, tlie '' Gibraltar," frigate, made a signal that fourteen sail 
appeared on the Barbary shore to the eastwai'd of Ceuta, upon which 
the British Admiral immediately heaved up his anchors and went to 
sea. At daybreak he descried seven large ships lying to ; but when 
the British squadron forbore to answer their signal, they discovered 
their mistake and set all their sails so as to make the best of their 
way off. This was De la Clue's squadron, from which five of his 
large ships and three frigates had separated in the night. Even 
now, however, they might have got away, but one of the squadron, the 
''Souveraine," was a heavy sailer, whom tliey could not leave behind. 
At noon the wind, which had blown a gale, died away, and although 
Boecawen's signal was to chase and engage in a line of battle ahead, 
it was not till half-past two p.m. that some of his headmost ships 
could close with the rear of the enemy, which, though greatly out- 
numbered, fought with uncommon bravery. The British Admiral, 
without waiting to return the fire of the stcrnmost of the ships, 
which he received as he passed, used all his endeavours to come up 
in the "Namur," which bore his flag, with **L*Octfan,*' which 
De la Clue commanded in person, and at four p.m. he came up with 
her, and, running athwart her hawse, poured into her a furious 
broadside. This was well returned, and in about half an hour the 
''Namur" had her mizen-mast and both topsail yards shot away, 
while the enemy hoisted all the sail they could carry. The pursuit 
was continued during the night, and on the 10th Boscawen, having 
shifted his flag to the *' Newark," came up with the ** Centaur," Ti, 
which, with some other ships, he attacked and captured. Only four 
1 ships were now to be seen, for the ** Souveraine" and "Guerrier" 

i had altered their course and deserted their commander ( who had 

had his leg broken in the engagement the previous day), and now 
perceiving the British squadron crowding all sail to come up with 
him, he determined rather than that his ship should fall into the 
hands of the victors to run *' L'Oc^an " on shore two leagues from 
Lagos on the coast of Portugal: another captain of the French 
ship " Le Redoubtable," 74, followed the example of the Admiral, 
and endeavoured to disembark and save his men, but the sea 
being rough and infested with breakers, this was a very tedious and 
difiicult attempt. The captains of the '* Tem<5raire," 74, and << Mo- 
deste," 64, instead of destroying their ships, ran in as near as they 
could to the forts Xavier and Lagres in the hope of enjoying their 
protection, but in this they were disappointed. Captain Bartloy of the 
*' Warspite," who had remarkably distinguished himself by his courage 
during the action of the preceding day, attacked the *' T^ni<5raire " 
and brought her off with little damage. Vicc-Admiral Broderick, the 
second in command, advancing with his division, burned the *' lltf- 
doubtable," and made prize of the ** Modesto " which had not been 
much injured in the engagements, and the ''Oc^an," commanded by 
Count de Came, having received one broadside from the '* America," 
Captain Kirk, struck her coloursi so that this noble prize of 80 guns. 
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i].i> h(>Ht Hhip in the TrcMich navy, fvll into the pmMeaitiiin of the 
tMn(im>n)rM. Admirnl do la Clue was nafely landed, but eTcn- 
tiiully died of \m witundH. Tho victory wan obtained by the Engliah 
at n vory Rniall cx]>oiiHe of men, the whole number of killed and 
wduiidod being fifty-Hix killc<l and 190 wt>unded, without one ivflieer 
ainon;^ tiioni. The French Admiral owned to the Iom of 100 killed 
and Mi'venty danirerouHly wounded in his own ship, and the cmmage 
anionptt his fleet must havtt l)ecn considerable. He had alao lost 
live capital ships, two of which had been destroyed, and tlie other 
tiiri-c were captured and nuinbc^rctl amongst the best bottoma in the 
Hi-itihii tiavy. It is rIko remarkable that the eight ships which aep*- 
ratf'd from M. de la Clue'H squadnm during the night were all **loat** in 
odiniii;; thr.tugh the straits, ho that only two 8eventy*founi out of the 
wholt' ileet eHca]>ed. It was conHidered to have been a piece »f un- 
conuiion coolness in the Admiral to show such preeence of mind aa 
tn sliift ills flag during the action fn)m his disabled ahip to anotbov 
the sooner to effect the destruction of the enemy. 

i». Military Chakactkr of Admiral Boscawe.n. 

Adinirnl U(*pcawen was the sectmd si»n of Viscount Falmouth, born 
in 1711. The siege of Cartlmgenn in March, 1741, aflforded him the 
lirsi upiNirtunity of displaying that ardent spirit of enterpriae and 
heroic contempt of danger which so strongly marked his profeaaiooal 
cuit'cr. In command of a party of seamen he attai'kcd and took a 
iasciiie battery (»f tifieen 24-poundcrs, though exixMcd to th« fire of a 
cdiiccalcd battery which suddenly opened u|Hin him. In 1747 liecom- 
niainlcil a ship in Anson's action with La JiMiquicre, where he waa 
hcvcrely wounded hi the shoulder by a nmskct ball. In July of the 
Kuiie year he became Admiral, and was entrtuited with a command 
of no ordinary luiture, that of forces naval and militar}' destined for 
the I']:i.st Indies, where he showed liimHvlf as much a general aa an 
admiral. In 1751 he was given a s(>at at the Admiralty, but relin- 
({nislicd it in 17(>5 to command a squadron of eleven sail, aent to 
N(>wt'(iundland to intercept a French siiuadron, which he effected bj ' 
piLssiiig through tho Straits of JieUeiHle, a course never before at- 
ti-iiipti'd by ships of the line. In 17^8 he was appointed rommandtf 
of the naval forces in conjunction with an army under Lford Amheist| 
whicli Hueoeeded in the capture of Louishurg in North America. He , 
r« turned home to resume his sent at the Hoard of Admiralty, bat in 
this year he was again employed, as has betm related. Ilia later ' 
Hcrviccs were conflned to the home station in 1 700, and in tlie fol- . 
lowiii;r year the "brave Hoscawen," as he waa called, died of a ' 
bilious fever in the 60:h year of his age. 

lie was a thorough seaman, str«>ngly attached to his pnifeaaiott, 
ami nlwavrt ready to quit a life of comparative ease at the Admiralty 
(<if which he e<mtinued till his death one of the Ctimmissionera)* and 
to (■ii:;;at;e with alacrity in any Her vice that he might be required to 
undertake. Ho was so little deterred from this by considtfationi 
of |i:irty, tlut when, on his ri'tum from one of hia expedition^ 
flnding his friends out of place and another administration in 
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he woH aaked whether he would coutiuue at the Admiralty with 
tiiem, he replied, '' The country has a right to all the services of its 
professional men ; should I be sent again to sea, my situation at the 
board will facilitate the equipment of the fleet I am to command.'* 
He probably thought with the great Blake, *' It is not for us officers 
to mind state affairs, but to prevent the foreigners fi*om fooling us.*' 
The minister Chatham said of Boscawen, '' When I apply to other 
officers Inspecting any expedition I may chance to project, they 
always raise difficulties: he always finds expedients.'* There is a 
something in these replies which irresistibly reminds one of those of 
the great Duke of Wellington, something of the same simplicity of 
mind which always elevated military duty above private feeling. 

In some French memoirs Bowcawen has been depreciated for 
yielding too readily to his juniors in the advice they volunteered : 
there is, however, no ground whatever for such an assertion. An 
anecdote is told of him that when sent to intercept a fleet of mer- 
chantmen off St. Domingo, one of his seamen came to tell him that 
their object was in sight. The Admiral took the glass and clearly 
satisfied himself that the sailor was mistaken, and that what he saw 
was the grand French fleet His officers, heated with the prospect 
of a glorious prize, declared it was the merchant fleet ^ Well, 
gentlemen,** said he, ''you shall never say that I stood in the way 
of your enriching yourselves. I submit to you ; but remember, that 
when you find your mistake, you must stand by me.*' The mistake 
was 8<M)n discovered, but the Admiral, by a series of manoeuvres 
such as the service had never witnessed, saved his ship. 

7. Hawke defeats De Conflans in Quiberon Bat. 

Notwithstanding the disasters which had attended the town of 
Havre do Grace and their Toul<)n fleet, the French government had 
prepared another considei*able fleet in the harbours of Rochefort, 
Brest, and Port Louis, to be commanded by M. de Conflans, and a 
considerable body of troops under the Due d*Aiguillon at Vannes in 
Lower Bretagnc, to attempt an invasion of the shores of England. 
The British government, being apprised of all these particulars, 
took such measures to defeat the proposed invasion as must have 
conveyed a high idea to other nations of the power that Great 
Britain now possessed, enabling her at the same time to carry on 
most vigorous operations of war by land and by sea in Europe and 
America, in the East and West Indies, and on all the seas that 
water the globe. Dunkirk, where one Thurot, an enterprising adven- 
turer and successful buccaneer, had been vested with the command of 
a squadron, was watched by a British squadron under Commodore 
Boys. Havre do Grace was guarded by Ilodney, Toul<»n by Bos- 
cawen ; the coast of Brctagne was scoured by a snmll squadron 
«letaclied from the fleet under Sir Edward Hawke, who had, during 
the whole summer, blocked up the harbour of Brest. These differ- 
ent squadnms of the British navy were connected by a chain of 
8e|>arate cruisers, so that the whole coast of France from Dunk* 
to Vannes and Brest was distressed by an effectual blockade* 1 
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I»ri>|mrntionH fiir inakin(|[ a (Iohii^iu on tlie Hritifili comai were never- 
tin Ickh carrit'il on with rc'doulilod vif^inir. Tlio French pnipoiied to 
tliHfiiilmrk a body of triio|>H in Irt'land. Tliurut received onlem to 
Hiiii f'n>in Dunkirk tlio HrHt o|iportiinity, and Hlia|ie liis eourse round 
tlit> northern partH of Scotland, that ho nii^ht alarm the coaat of 
irrliiiid, and nmku a divintion from that part where Admiral 
ConnunH intt'ndi'd t<i cfTcctuuto liiri <lcH(M>nt. Tho tranaporia and 
Hhi|m of war, having; on hoard tho artillt-ry witli aaddlea and other 
iif'ri»iitr(Mn<>ntH for oavalry to ho mounted in Iffhmd, and a body of 
Frt'och tniopH, intdudin^ piirt of the Irinh hnKa4lva| was kept in 
rradiiirKH to «*niliArk. At tho lK*^inninf( of Novemhcr the op|ior- 
tuiiitv (Kururri'd. Tiio liritiMli fli'i-t, cominandrd by Sir Kdward 
IluwUc, Sir Clhurh'H Hardy, and Jlt*nr-A«lmiral (Seary wem driven 
fnini the ooiiHt of Franco hy RtrcHM of Wi'«ilii*r, and on the Oili day of 
tile niontli nnt'horcd in Torhuy. Tlii« Fn.>ncdi Admiral, Ctinflana, 
Hiiiitrlifd thiH op|M>riunity to ^ail from liroHt with twenty-one aail of 
thr line and four fri)ratt>H in liopca of heiii^ ablu to doatniy the amall 
H(|imdroii coinnmnded hy Cnpliiin Duff, left in olituTvatiou of the 
FnMich eoiiHt, hefon? tho larKo fleet could return from the cciaat of 
Kn^^'land. Sir Kilwiird llawku waa, nevcrthelcfw, eflfectujilly a|^ 
prihcd that the Freneh fleet were pre}iaring to aail from Ureat, and 
iinniedintfly HltMid out to Hi>a: indet>d it ehnncfd that both admirala 
li'ft tlifir harhuurH on the Hnnio day, the 14ih of Novt*ml>er« llawke 
Htirri'd IiIh rourhu for (luiUfron hay, on tho coaHt of llritlany, which 
lir riuhtly huppom'd would 1hi the rendezvoua of tho cnvniy, but 
uotwiiliHtandint; IiIh utnioHt eflortH, lie waa driven by a htkrd gale 
iMiiihidfrahly to the weHtward of it. At tluH junrturu ho wna joined 
hy two fri^nteH, the " Miiidhtone** and " Coventry,** whom ho directed 
to kerp alii'ad of iiift flirt and to hatk out. The weather bccomiB|[ 
nil ire moderate, the former hif^nnlled a f1ei-t in Hi^ht on the 20th in 
the morning;. Thry wen* at that time in chaM* of Captain Duffli 
H(|nadron, whieh had run Homo rink of hviupr taken, but wliich now 
hueecrdcd in joining; tho Adininil. Ah hooii aH the ** MaidNtono" 
had );iven the flrHt notie«> hy Hif;nal Sir Kdward llawke formed liii 
liui* ahreaHt ; hut now, perceiving that the French Hhi|iH were aide to 
Mill fiiht<*r than Iuh, he thouKht the h«<Ht way would Imi to ondeavoar 
to retard their Hp(*ed with a Huinll force till Iuh whole Huet could 
eoiiie up, for whieh purpoM! he threw out a aif^nal for afwn tif hit 
hhips neareht to tho enemy to eham* and endeavour to detain them; 
and they were ordered lo form n line of Imttle ahead aa they cliaaed| 
that no time nii|;iit ho l(»ht in the purHuit. CoUHiderinK the rou);lineM 
of the weather, whieh wna unH«>ttU'd and tempeHtuoun; the nature of 
the eoant, uhieh wan hen> exceedingly hazardouR, and entirely un- 
known to the Hritihh MiilorH, hut very familiar to tliu Fn^nch navi* ; 
;r:itiii'H ; the flun};erH of hhort dayH, dark nif;htH, and ]t*fi ahorea; It i 
re(|uired extniordinary remdution in the KuffliNh Admiral to attenpl ' 
liohiilitieM f»n tluH m'caHion. Hut Sir Kdward llawko, well ncquainlM I 
with the importance of the Htnke on which the aafety of Kn({iaiid at I 
that time rouHiderahly de|M'nded, an<l animatetl with a warm love of | 
i profeHhion ami a Ixdd heart, n>Hidved to run extraordinary riaka ■ 
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in his attempts to fruRtrato a boasted scheme fur the annoyance of 
his country. As respected the two opposed fleets, he had but the 
advantage of one in point of numbers, so Miat M. de Conflans for the 
honour of his flag might Iiavo hazarded a fair battle in the open sea, 
had he not thought it his interest to play a more artful game. He 
kept his fleet in a body, and retired close in shore, with a view to 
draw the British squadron among tlie shoals and islands, on wtiicti he 
hoped they would pay dearly for their temerity and intrepidity ; while 
he and his oflicers, who were pei*fectly acquainted with the navi- 
gation, could either stay and take advantage of any disaster, or, if 
hard pressed, retire through cliannels unknown to English pilots. 
On the 20th of November, at eight a.m., his enemy was discovered 
standing in for the land with every sail set, and with a fresh gale 
from the north-west, and bearing close ofl* 13oIlc-Isle. At half-past 
two the advance ships of the liritiHli fleet, in the eagerness of some 
to attack, began the engagement with the rear of the French before 
their shot could do execution. Every ship as she advanced poured 
in a broadside on the sternmost ships of tlie French, and bore down 
upon their v^n, leaving the rear to those that came after. Sir Edward 
Hawke, in the *' lloyal George," 110, reserved his Are in passing 
through the rear of the enemy's line, and ordered his master to brincr 
him alongside the " Soleil lloyal," in which De Conflans commanded 
in person. When the pilot remonstrated that he could not obey his 
command without the most imminent risk of running the ship on a 
shoal, the sturdy admiral replied, ** You have done your duty in 
showing the danger ; now you are to comply with my order, and lay 
me alongside the 'Soleil Hoyal.'" His wish was gratified. The 
''Royal George" ranged up with the French admiral. " Lo Thds<5e," 
another large French ship, ran up between the two commanders, and 
received the fire that was meant for the " Soleil Royal ;" but in re- 
turning the first broadside she foundered in consequence of the high 
sea that entered her lower deck ports, filling her with water, and she 
went down with 816 souls on board. At about four p.m. the ''For- 
midable," 80, Rear-Admiral St. Andr^ du Verger, after nobly de- 
fending herself against seven ships, and losing 200 of her crew, 
struck her colours to the " Resolution," 74. The " Magnanime," 74, 
Captain Viscount Howe, became closely engaged with the "Superbe," 
which shared the fate of the '* Thcsdo " in going to the bottom. It is 
related that when the smoke of the last broadside had been dissipated 
the ship was gone, and had it not been for the fooming eddy which 
boiled up on tho waters, it would have been difiicult to conjecture 
what had become of her. She had upwards of 800 men on board. 
Lord Howe then found a fresh opponent in " Le lUros," 74, who 
hauled down her colours at five r.M. in token of submission, and 
dropi>ed her anchor ; but the wind was so high that no boat could be 
sent to take possession of her. Night coming on, and the wind 
blowing with augmented violence on a lee shore, Hawke made signal 
for the fleet to anchor, which they did, the island of Dumet bearing 
from the " Royal George" about cast, and distant three miles. Here 
the fleet remained all night in a very dangerous riding. Alarmed 
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by tlie fury of the storm and the inceMant firing of gnnt of ^alraii ! 
without knowing whether they proceeded from friend or enemj, 
sonic of the shifMi stood ont to lea. Amongst those who renMmedy 
the *' Resolution/' 74, commanded by the galUnt Captain Henry 
Speke, wliich got on shore on the Lefour sands, and whose signals A 1 
distress they liad heard in the night, was totally lost. ** Le Soleil ; 
Royal " had under favour of the night anchored in the midst of the j 
British R({uadron; but at daybreak Admiral Omflans ordered her i 
cable to be cut, and she drove ashore to the westward of Le Croiae. ! 
Hawke immediately made signal to the ^ Essex " to slip cable and I 
pursue her ; but, unfortunately, in obeying this order she ran ashors i 
on the same bank as the ^ R^lution," and was irreeoverablj lost ; j 
hut all the men, and part of the stores of both ships were eaved, and 
the wrecks were burned. The admiral detached the ** Portland,** 
<' Chatham/' and '< Vengeance," to destroy ^Le Soleil Royal," hot 
she was burned by her own people before those ships coald approadi ; 
they were in time, however, to destroy ** Le H^ros," which was abo 
stranded on Lefour. *' Le Juste," another of the French grant ahfipih 
perished in the mouth of the Loire. Sir Edward Hawke, now per- 
ceiving seven large French ships riding at anchor between Point 
Penvas and the mouth of the river Vilaine, made signal to weigh and 
attack, but the fury of the storm increased to such a degree, that he 
was obliged to countermand the order, and require top-gallanta tn be 
struck. In the mean time the enemy lightened these ships of (heir 
guns, and taking advantage of the flood-tide and a mure moderate gala 
under the land, gained the Vilaine river, where they lay lialf k mile 
within the entrance protected by some batteries. Thus they wm 
effectually secured, for there was not water for the big ahips of the 
English to float within fighting distance. The loss of the Britiali in 
these encounters amounted to fifty killed and 260 womided, bonie hj 
the leading ships of the fleet. 

The gallant behaviour of another British admiral desenres n ot ie i ^ 
as marking the genius and spirit of the time. Admiral Saunders cans 
into port from his Quebec expedition immediately after Hawks 
sailed. After great fatigues, but with an nnsated spirit of glory, hs 
determined immediately to set sail again to partake of the boiiOBr 
and danger of the expected engagement. He therefore withoit 
waiting orders weighed anchor with ten ships; but though no tisM | 
was lost^ fortune did not favour the gallantry of his intentions, lur hs | 
did not join the British fleet time enough for the engagement. On J 
the whole this battle, in which a considerable number of liven was ; 
lost, may be considered as one of the most perilous and importui 
actions that ever happened in any maritime war between the twe , 
nations; for it not only defeated the projected invasion which had 
lung menaced Great Britain, but it gave the finishing blow to tha i 
naval power of France for the remainder of the war, during whidi j 
the British had already taken and destroyed twenty-seven Frsnah j 
ships of the line and thirty-one frigates. Two of their great shipi 
and four frigates had now perished, so tliat the whole loss siiMWHlsd 
^o sixty-four ships; whereas in the same period the loss to GiMl 
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Britain did not exceed seven sail of the line and two frigates. In the 
mean time Thurot liad escaped from Dunkirk into the North Sea, 
whither he was followed by Commodore Boys. 

8. War in North America. 

The theatre of operations on the continent of America had been 
heret4>fore of such vast extent, the British attacking only one place 
at once and at a time, while the French were left to collect all their 
strength on a single point, that the war appeared likely to be spun 
oat to an indefinite length. This year another method was followed. 
It was proposed to attack the French in all their strong posts at 
ODce; to fall as nearly as possible at the same time upon Crown 
Point, Niagara, and the forts to the south of Lake Eiie; whilst 
a great naval armament, and a considerable body of land forces^ 
should attempt Quebec by the river St. Lawrence. General Am- 
herst, now commander-in-chief of all the forces in North America, 
was, at the head of 12,000 men, to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, to cross Lake Cham plain, and proceed by way of Richelieu 
River to the banks of the St. Lawrence. General Prideaux, with 
another British force, reinforced by a strong body of provincials 
and friendly Indians, under Sir William Johnson, was to invest 
the important fortress of Niagara; and afterwards, by way of Lake 
Ontario and the St. Lawrence, to fall down on Montreal, besiege 
aod take it, and then join or co-operate with the combined army 
at Quebec. General Wolfe, who had so distinguished himself last 
year at the siege of Louisburg, was to proceed from the side of 
the sea up the St. Lawrence, as soon as the navigation should be 
clear of ice, with a body of 80i00 men, and a considerable squadron 
of ships from England, to undertake the siege of Quebec, the 
capital of Canada. The army under Amherst, by the progress of 
which the others were to be in some measure governed, was earliest 
in motion. The season was far advanced before he could pass 
Lake George, but he arrived with little opposition before Ticonde- 
roga, so fatal to the British troops in the former campaign. The 
French, however, on the 7th of July abandoned the works on the 
approach of Amherst's force, and retired to Crown Point Hither 
Amherst advanced on the 14th of August, after repairing the for- 
tifications of Ticonderoga ; but on his arrival the French had again 
retired to the Isle aux Noix, at the loWer end of Lake Champlain. 
Here the French had 3500 men under the command of M. de 
Burleniaque, with a numerous train of artillery, and the lake was 
occupied with four large vessels ; so that General Amherst, totally 
unable to cope with the French, lost the whole season in building 
a floating battery, and after all did nothing but take two of the 
enemy's vessels. Afterwards he returned to Crown Point, and put 
his troops into winter- quarters in October. He was in a very 
awkward position for a general- in-chief to be in ; for his adversary 
out him ofl' from all communication with Wolfe's detachment, which 
was the prime object of his enterprise, nor coold he, through the 
whole summer, obtain the Jeast intelligence of what was going on 
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except tlmt from some hints iu lotten about ezohange of primMn 
he underBtood he had landed at Quebec. 

0. Sill William Johnson drfeats a Fricncb Force in thk 
Field, and captures Niagara* 

Happily he was not so ijifnorant of the fate of the expaditioa 
af^ainHt Niai^ara. General I'rideaux with his troops advanood to the 
cataract of Niagara without being exposed to the least Inconvenisnos 
on IiIh niarcii ; and about tho middle of July he invested the Frendi 
fort and carried on hia approaches with great ▼igoor, till the 90kh of 
July, when, viaiting tho trenches, he was unfortunately killed by the 
burHting of a cohom, and the command devolved oa Sir Williaai 
Johnson until a now commander should arrive. This geatlemaiif 
like Clivo, was a self-taught general, who, by dint of Innate connga 
and natural Hagacity, without tlie help of a militaxy edoeatioa or 
military oxporionce, rivalled, if n(»t eclipsed, the greatest eoa* 
mandcrs. Sir William Johnson omitted nothing to oontinue the 
vigorouH inoaAurcs of the late general, and added to tbem eveiy 
thing luH own genius could suggest. The troops who reepeoted* and 
tho provincials who adored him, pushed on the siege with ao modi 
alacrity that in a few days they had brought their approaches withiB 
100 yards of tho covered way. The French were surpriaed and 
alarmod at the imminent danger they were in of losing the pUee ; 
thoy thei'crore collected all tho regular troops and provinouus that 
th(*y could draw from their other posts on the lakes, and to theai 
they joinod a largo body of savages, in order to give the EngUih 
battle and to raise tho siege. Tho whole force thus eollMtid 
amounted to 1700 men, and was under tlie command of Muoaimr 
d'Aubry. When JohuHon was apprised of tlieir approach, he 0^ 
dored his light infantry, supported by some grenadiers and part of 
the 4()th regiment, under Colonel Miissey, to take post on the road 
to the loft, by which the French were to make theur routOi and 
another regiment under C'olonol Farquhar to guard the trenchnh 
Ho ])laced his Indians on his flanks, and in tills disposition waited H 
rceeivo tho attack. At nine in the morning, on the 24th of Juljr, the 
oii;ragenu)nt began by a violent and horrid scream, which was the en^ 
toin of the 8a vagus ; it was called tho war-whoop, and was said to havt 
Htruck Huch a panic into the troops of Oeueral liraddock, that it VM 
one of the principal causes of his defeat ; but by this time it had hMt 
its effect uptui the British soldiery. They came on, nevertheloMb 
with impctuoHity, and experienced so warm a reception from tho 
troopH in front, while the Indian auxiliaries fell upon the enenqf^ 
Hanks, that, in little more than half an hour, tlieir whole annj «li 
routed, t\uAv Wwt and second in command witli seventeen oflloMH 
taktMi, and the pursuit, both hot and bloody, was continued for aevonl 
miles. This action was fought in sight of tho French garriaon al 
Niagara ; and it was no sooner concluded than Sir Williani JohoHl 
sent Major Harvey, with a trumpet and a list of his priaoneiti tl 
exhort the governor to surrender while he had it in hia power tl 
wtraiu the Indians. Accordingly, tlie capitulation waa aigned thrt 
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oight; and on the 26th tho garrison, consiating of 000 men, sur- 
renderrd priaoners of war, and tho fort and stores wore given over 
to tho British troops. 

10. CoN<iUEST OP Canada. 

The reduction of Niagara, and the possession of Crown Point were 
exploits of more easy achievement tiian tho conquest of Quebec, 
to which our narrative now turns. It was as early ns the middle 
of February that a considerable B(iuadron had left England under 
the command of Admiral Saunders, but it was the 21st of April 
before they were in sight of Louisburg, tho harbour of which was 
still blocked up with ice, so that they were obliged to boar away for 
Halifax. Atlmiral Durell was forthwith detached up the St. Law- 
rence to intercept any supplies from France, intended for Quebec, 
but he was anticipated by seventeen sail from thence laden with pro- 
visions, which, under convoy of three frigates, had already reached 
the capital of Canada. Although this was the great and central opera- 
tion of the war, and although doubtless tho maritime force was suffl- 
eient for the object, vet the land force from some oausS fell short of 
the number proposed, which was 0000 men. No more than 8000 had 
embarked, and theso proceeded up the river under the command of 
Major-Geiieral James Wolfe, lie had under him Brigadiers Munok- 
f ton, Townshend, and Murray ; all men in the flower of their age, and 
who had studied the military art with eagerness and proflciency ; and 
who, though young in years, were held in estimation for their profes- 
sional acquirements. On the 30th of J une this expedition had reached 
the Isle of Orleans without any of the difliculties and perils that had 
been anticipated, and had landed without opposition. This ishtnd 
extends quite up to the basin of Quebec, and it was thought neces- 
nry to possess it in order to act against tho town. The most 
westerly point of the island advances towards a high point of land on 
the continent, called Point Lovis. The city of Quebec faces the Isle 
t of Orleans, and consists of an upper and lower town, the latter of 
t which is narrow in its width, occupying the strand or the bank of 
f . the river, under the abrupt and lofty rock upon which the upper 
town stands. This rock extends itself with a bold and steep front, 
westward, along the river to a point where the river St. Charles 
from the north-west washes its base, and there it unites with tho 
St. Lawrence — so that to attack tho town it is necessary either to 
overcome the precipice and make the approaches on the plateau above, 
or to cross the St. Charles and attack on that side. The country on 
the north bank of the river is very rough and broken, full of rivulets, 
gullies, and ravhies, and so it continues to the river Montmorency. 
The garrison, under the command of the Marquis de Montcalm, 
eonsisUxl of 10,000 men, thus greatly exceeding the numbers of the 
i, besiegers. The ditticulties of the enterprise very reasonably ap- 

i pearod so great to the young General, that though naturally of 

i I sanguine temper and adventurous spirit, he began to despair. ' 
{ I eould not flatter myself," he writes to Mr. Secretary Pitt, ** tb* 
■bould be able to reduce such a phuse," As soon m he liad Mi 
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the west point of the Isle (»f OrleaDS, and that of Point Levis, he 
erected batteries there on high ground which faced the lower town. 
Those fired continually into the upper and lower town, and If they 
did not do much execution against the former at such a distanee, at 
all events they kept the enemy's attention awake to that quarter. 
Admiral Saunders was stationed below, in the north channel oi 
the Isle of Orleans, opposite Montmorency; Admiral Holmes was 
above the town, at once to distract the enemy's attention, and to 
prevent any attempt from the French against the batteries that 
played upon the town; but the fleet could be of Kttle use, as tlie 
elevation of the principal defences placed them out of its reach, and 
even gave tliera a degree of command over it. 

The pjuglish General soon became sensible of the impossibilitj of 
reducing tlie place from his present position. The lover town wai^ | 
it is true, reduced to a heap of rubbish, but however damaged the I 
upper town might be from his Are, he could not take any advantage 
of it. The fleet too was visited with a furious storm, by which many I 
of the ships were disabled, and some boats foundered. The enemy 
resolved to take advantage of the confusion which this disaster had 
occasioned, by sending in the middle of the night some fire-ships ' 
amongst them. Thin scheme, though well contrived and seasonably | 
executed, failed of success, owing to the coolness of the Admiral and | 
the dexterity of his sailors, wlio resolutely boarded the fire-ships i 
and towed them fast aground, where they burned to the water^ .' 
edge without injury to any of the ships. Matters, however, so- I 
peared by this time to have reached a dead lock, and the onqr I 
expedient left to the General seemed to be to entice or fcnee tkls i 
enemy to an engagement, but the Marquis de Montcalm kept hin- | 
self close, and took measures to secure himself from sorprise of I 
any kind. I 

The General findins^ that all his efforts to draw Montcalm to ai j 
engagement had proved unsuccessful, and sensible that he was dcter^ 
mined only to act defensively until the season should fight for Urn, 
came at last to the resolution of attacking the French in their in- 
trenchments on the side of Montmorency. On the 18th of Julj the 
General went on board some of the vessels of the squadron, and 
proceeded along the river to rectmnoitre the banks. The place when j 
the attack was to be made was chosen with great judgment, and Ui 
design was to reduce in the flrst place a redoubt close to the 
water's edge, seemingly situated out of gun shot of the intrenchmeaC 
on the hill. Preparations were accordingly made for storming this : 
redoubt. On the 31st of July, in the forenoon, part of Brigadier j 
Monckton's brigade were embarked in the boats of the fieet, to i 
bo trauHported from Point Levis to the main shore. The two | 
brigades, commanded by the Brigadiers Townshend and Murray, mt 
drawn out to pass the ford of the river as soon as it should he neees 
sary. To facilitate their passage the Admiral had stationed ths 
'' Centurion," ship of war, in the channel, to check the fire of ths 
battery by which the ford was commanded, and two flat-bottomsd 
rmed vessels, prepared for the purpose, were run aground near the 
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redoubt, to favour tho dcHcont of tho forcen. The oneiny woro 
thrown into Buch confuHion by tho wolI-Horvod Hro of tlio *' Centu- 
rion," that it (letfTminod General Wolfe to ntonn the intrenchnients 
without further dttlay. Ordern were accordingly iHsued that tiio 
three 13ri|;adierH nhould put their troopn in motion at a certain 
Hignal, which was accordingly made at the proper time of tide. 
The best diHpoHitions were arranged both on the part of tho Admiral 
and (ieneral, but althougli they wore all carried out with vigour 
and prudence, thoy totally failed through one of thoHO accidentH wliicli 
80 frc(|nently interpoHO to ]>revunt the combined openitiona of war. 
Before Brigadier Monekton'H brigade had landed, and while Bngadier 
TownHhend waH on hin march at a couHiderablo dintance, thirteen 
' oompanieH of grenadiers, and part of the li«ival Amcricuns who led 
I the attack, had orders to form themselves, immediately after their 
• landing, on the beach ; but instoa<l of fonning as they had been 
i directed, with an ill-governed ardour they impetuouHly rushed to- 
I wards the enemy's intrenchment in the utmost disorder and con- 
I fusion, without waiting for the arrival of the rest of tho force, which 
! was to support and join them in the attack. Their courage only 
1 served to increase their misfortune: they were met by so strong 
; and steady a tire from tho French musketeers, that they were obliged 
I to shelter themselves behind a work which had been abandoned 
i at tlioir approach. There they continued for some time exposed 
; to a tlreadful thunder storm, and a yet more terrible stonn of bullets, 
I which proved fatal to many gallant officers, who lavishly exposed 
I Uicir lives in discharge of their duty, to reform tho troo|)8. As soon 
I as tlio General, who exposed his person with the greatest intrepidity, 
I perceived that all their efforts were vain, and that it was impossible 
to get the troops to form under so severe a fire — also tliat night was 
coming ^u and the tide beginning to make — he saw clearly that ho 
had nothing left but to order a retreat. lie therefore called ofl' the 
troo|)M and ordered them to form behind Monokton*s brigade, which 
was by this time landed and drawn up on the beach in good order. 
The General then returned without further molestation across tho 
Montmorency, having lost TiOO men ; and the Admiral ordered such 
vessels as could not be got off to be burned. 

It may after all be considered a fortunate event that this first 
attempt failed, for if the whole British army had been le<l on to tho 
attack, there is reason to believe, from the strength of the French 
intrenchnients, that the disaster would have been more fatal. At 
this time they received intelligence of the success of Sir William 
Johnson at Niagara, and of (toneral Amherst having reached Crown 
i'oint. J lis own failure, his former high actions, the public hopes 
entertiiined of him, and the gm)d success of (»ther commiindem 
all tumeil inward on the General, oppressed his spirits, and con- 
verted disappointment into disease. General Wolfe fell violently 
ill with fever and flux, and for some time was totally disabled. In 
this unhappy state of mind and body ho dispatched an express to 
England with an account of his proceedings written in tho stylo of 
desponding man : yet such was tho perspicuity and accuracy of 
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justification, that the dispatch was received with applaiue, though 
the expedition had not been successfal. 

A8 soon as the General had recovered a little strength he called a 
council of his principal officers in the beginning of September, in 
which it was resolved that the future operations should be abore 
rather than below the town, in order to draw Montcalm, if poowble, 
frr>m his impregnable poHition, and thus bring on an engagement. 
The camp at Montmorency was accordingly abandoned, and the 
whole force re-emharked on board the fleet, part landing at Point 
Levis, and part higher up the river; while at the same time Adminl 
Holmes made a movement with his ships for several days sneeeauTely 
to occupy the enemy's attention on the upper river, as fiur from the 
town as possible. These ships acquired intelligence of some magir 
zines which the French had amassed, and they succeeded in liestrojr- 
iiig some, but did nothing of greater moment. The Marquis de 
^lontcalm apprehensive of the real object of the invaders, and Uist 
they intended some distant descent on the back of the eitj of 
Q,uebec, detached M. de Bougainville with 1500 men to watch their 
piotiouH. This was an indiscretion, for by that means he weakened 
the garrison. 

In the mean time a daring plan was formed by the three Brigadien 
while Wolfe was ill of the fever, but which was now lud befors 
him on iiis recovering — namely, a proposal to transport the troups 
in the niglit and land them above the town, under the Heights of 
Abraham, with the hope of mounting that rugged ascent. The ! 
daii'^(;rH and difficulties attending such a design were so peeuliariy 
discouraging, that one would imagine it»could not have been em- | 
braced but in a spirit of enterpiise bordering on desperation, by | 
one who was well assured of the attachment of his sol^ersL The 
stream was rapid, the shore shelving, the bank of the rirer lined ■ 
with sentinels, the landing-place so narrow as to be easily missed | 
in the dark, and the ground so difficult as scarcely to be ear- ! 
mounted even in the daytime, and when no opp«ieition might be i 
expected. If the enemy were to receive the least intimatmi by I 
spy or deserter, or even to suspect the scheme ; were the embario^ ! 
tion to be disordered by the darkness of the night or the rapidiqF | 
of the river; or should one sentinel be alarmed, or the landing- j 
place be mistaken, the Heights of Abraham would in an instant ba j 
secured by such a force as would render the undertaking abordvt, 
Tiie very boldness of the plan recommended it to Wolfe's enlei^ j 
prising; and intrepid spirit; he adopted the design without heritatiaa; 
and <letermined to execute it in person, in spite of dysenteiy nnd tht 
fever that was exhausting his constitution. As soon as his idaM 
were ripe for actitm, he ordered the squadron, under Admiral Sana- 
dcrs, to make a feint movement on the Beauport shore below tht 
town, and this was done with every appearance of reality that it 
Could possibly receive ; while daylight lasted the boats of the squad- 
ron were lowered and ostentatiously filled with marines and seamai; 
but in the night the Admiral, pursuant to his instructions, ran up tht 
river to cover the landing. On the 12th day of September, at nightfc"i 
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the first division, consisting of four complete regiments, the 15th, 22iidy 
28th, and 3dth, the light infantry, 60th ; the Ist and 2nd battalions, 
60th rifles, under Colonel Howe, a detachment of the 78th High- 
landers, and the American grenadiers, under Brigadiers M(mckton 
and Murray, which till then had occupied Point Levis and the village 
of St Michael's ; pushed rapidly along the south bank of the St. Law- 
rence till they arrived opposite the fleet, and then crossed the river 
without being seen by the French. The ships having taken in their 
troops ran up with the tide and dropped down again with the ebb to 
the intended place of disembarkation, while Admiral Holmes with 
another division of the squadron went three leagues further up, to 
Cape Rouge, to conceal the real design, and aumse the enemy. 
Without the least disorder, the boats glided gently along, but, by the 
rapidity of the tide and the darkness of ttie night, they oversliot th» 
mark, so that the disembarkation had to be made a little below the 
place intended. 

A singular accident had nearly frustrated the entire plan. Two 
deserters had been can'ied on board a ship of war commanded by 
Captain Smith, who told him that the garrison expected to receive 
that night a convoy of provisions in boats, sent by M. de Bougain- 
ville. As soon as the boats were perceived stealUiily gliding along 
the shore. Captain Smith, wiio was not cognizant of the plans for the 
attack, had actually given orders to point the guns at the British 
troops, when fortunately the General rowed alongside in person, and 
prevented the discharge, which, besides the mischief it would have 
caused; would have alarmed the town and rendered the itttempt 
abortive. 

As they passed along the shore, they were hailed by the French 
•entinels. The first boat that was questioned had fortunately aboard 
an officer who had served on tlie Continent, and was perfectly well 
acquainted with the French language and customs. To the ordinarv 
challenge, ^ Qui vive!" he replied without hesitation, '* La France; ' 
when the sentinel further demanded, ''A quel regiment 1" tlie cap- 
tain replied, " De la Reine ;" which he happened to know was one of 
the regiments of the garrison. The soldier, satisfied with their 
answers, sang out, ** Passe." In the same manner they passed other 
sentries, till one, more wary than the rest, added, ** Pourquoi est-oe 
que vous ne parlez plus haut ! " To this, witli admirable presence of 
mind, the reply was in the softest tone of voice, '* Tais-toi 1 nous serons 
entendus.'' The landing was effected to the eastward of Silleri, and 
the General was among the first who got ashore, but when he saw 
the precipice they had to ascend, his heart almost failed him, and he 
said to the officers, '* I don't believe there is any possibility of getting 
op, but vou must do your best endeavours.*' The French Geuenu 
was of tlie same opinion, and did not think that an ascent could be 
made in defiance of so many obstacles. 

As the tr(x>ps landed, the boats were sent back for the second 
embarkation of the 40th, 43ed, 45th, 47th, 48th, and 58th regiments, 
which was superintended by Brigadier Townshend. In the mean 
time Colonel Ilowe, witli the light infantry and Highlanders, led the 
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way up the woody precipice with admirable oouxmga and activity. 
A little path wound up this ascent, so narrow that two eould not 
go abreast, and it was intrenched and defended by a eaptnin'a 
guard: this they diHlodged without much difficulty, and nil the 
HritiHh troops laying hold of stumps and boughs of trees, poshed 
themselves up, gained the top of the hill, and were ranged in order 
of battle under their proper officers by break of day. MontcnlnHy as 
Wolfe bad foreseen, could not at first credit the intelligenee that the 
inva<ler8 had gained the Heights of Abraham, and beheved it only n 
feint to induce him to abandon his stnmg post. But when he bemme 
convinced of its reality he no longer hesitated what course to pome. 
He saw clearly that the English fleet and army were now in aneh a 
poHition that the upper and lower town might be simnltaneooaly 
attacked, and knowing the weakness of the town on that side he mv 
that iMithing )>ut a battle would save it ; but he lost his naoal pm- 
(lence when he resolved on meeting the British in battle array on 
the ])lainR of Abraham, without waiting for the return of the detach- 
ment of 1600 men that he had sent out under De Boagainville. 
He nevertheless determined to give battle, and drawing in hie troops 
from Beau port, he brought them across the river St. Charles, and 
formed them up opposite the British ; and no sooner did Wolfe per- 
ceive the enemy crossing the river than he also began to fonn Ui 
troops in line. 

11. The Battle op QussEa 

The Marquis de Montcalm placed half his regulars on the Ml of 
his line, and his right was composed of provinciala, with a support of 
two battalions of French. Some Indians and Canadians extended this 
ilaiik so as to outflank the left of the British, and he filled the boslMB 
that were in his f n>nt with detachments of his best marksmen, Indians 
and others, to the number of 1600. The British line consisted of 
MX regiments of the line, besides two regiments (40th and MA) 
which had acquired the honourable title of the Lonisbnrg Grsna- 
riiers ; the right was commanded by General Monckton, and the Isll 
by Brigadier Murray. The light infantry, under Colonel Howe, pro* 
tected the rear of the left ; and, in order the better to effect thii^ 
lie threw it back en jhA^um. General Townshend commanded on tUi 
Hank extending towards the river. A regiment was drawn np behind 
the right for a reserve, fonned in subdivisions with large intervala 
Montcalm formed his army into three c(»lumns, and advanced to tht 
attack preceded by a cloud of skirmishers. His intention was It 
gain the left flank of the British. Both armies may be said to hsvt 
been without artillery, the French having only two fleld*gnni^ aad 
the Knglish a single light cannon, which the sailors had dragged ep 
the heights with rofHrs about eight o'clock, and which waa «•! 
fierved and galled the enemy severely. The disporitiims mi 
siiles were judicious, and the engagement began with mfknX 
after ten o'clock. The British troops were ordered to leoeifo 
fire, and they bore with great patience that of the Freneh tnop% 
which was fatal to many brave officers. The fVench bod|y in 



1769.] 



TlIK HA.TTLK OF QUKHKC. t'JU7 



quonco advaiiticcl witliiii thirty yanU of tlio liritiHh without iii<ih*Hin. 
lion, wlitsii tiio hitter pourud in a thick Hhowor of hullotH, and coiiti- 
iiiiod it with Hiinh dtdiht^ration and couHtniicy that it had conHiih^rahle 
efTuct, and HtMmihly ch(a*k(>d their advancu. Wolfu waH Htationod on 
the rif^ht, h*adin)( on tho IiOuiHhnr|{ )rronadioi*ri, when ho rocoived a 
ahot in tliu wriHt, which, howovtir, did ndt ohlif^o him to quit tho 
fiold. I!u waH foUowin^^ up in a charj^n at tho h(*a<l of the Miniorc^i- 
inoiity and waa Htruck hy a H<H;ond hall in tho ({i*oin, which cauHod 
him intonao pain. Still ho continued to );ivo hiH ordorH, until Htruck 
a third timo, in tho hrciu4t, when ho roclod, and faint with Iohh of 
blood, loaned af^aiuHt ono of Iuh oftlcorH, wluHporin^, ** Support ine 1 
do not lot my hravu foIloWH hoc me drop.** lie waa then carried to 
■omo diHtanco in tht) roar. 

Though a knowledge <if tho loHa of their bravo commander mi^ht have 
diiiconcorUul thoiu, yet every aoparato regiment exerted itaelf fur the 
honour of ita own particular characttT, aH well aa for the K^ory of tho 
whole. liri^^adier Menckton, tho aecond in command, fell immediately 
after, and waa convoyed away out of the line. While tho ri^^ht preHHod 
on with tlu>ir hayotHftM, Bri)(adior Murray brinkly advanced with tho 
troopH under Iuh eimnnand, and Hoon broke the centre of the enemy. 
Then it wan that the IIif;hlanderH, drawin)^ their broad-HWordri, com- 
pleted the confuHion of the enemy, and falling upon them with reaiat- 
leiM fury, drove the fu);itiveH with ^reat Hlau^hter into the town, and 
towarda the tCttt'df-fHuU over tho river St. (IharleH. On the left and 
rear of tho HritiHli line tho action waH not bo violent. The French 
li^ht infantry had thrown themHelvea into Iiouhoh, and defended 
themmdvcM with couraf;(?; but (!olonel llowo, with two companiea 
lieliind a Hinall coppice, Hallied out frecpiently, and drove them at 
lenf^th into the open ground, while Urif^atlier TowuHhend advanced 
in platfMuiH a^aiuHt tho right win)( of the Fn^neh, which waH tluia 
totally prevented from executiiif^ their ftrnt intt^ntiim of outflanking 
the lintlHli lin(». TowuHhend himHclf, wiih AmherHt*H regiment, 
8iip|M)rted thin diaptmition, and overawed a body of Havaj^i'H poHted 
oppoaite tho li);lit infantry, who wore waiting;; an opportunity of 
falling on their rear. Wolfe and Monekton being reporti>d to him 
aa hor$ da roiufnttf the eonnnand oC the anny doV(»lved on TowuH- 
hend, who haatened to the centre, which he found diaordertnl by the 
anlour of puntuit ; ho therefore lialUul them, and formed them again 
with all iNiHHible expedition. It waH a critical time, and the (jenenil 
allowed iiima«*lf equal to the ardutma tank which had unoxpeetcdiy 
cumo upon him ; for acarcely had thin act of genoralnhip b<HMi 
eoinpleted, when !)e Bougainville, with a hodv of 2<)00 freah troo|m, 
Appeantd in tho rear of the Kngliah. Me had hurried liia mandi 
from (!a|N) llouge aa hoou aa ho nnieived intelligence that the Ilritinh 
tro«>|)a had gained tho lleighta of Abraham. Townahond immediately 
advanced agaiiiHt thin force ; but the commander, aeeing the atate of 
thingH, did not think it adviaablo to atand the attack. The victory 
waa indeed already complete. The bravo Manpiia do Montcalm, 
and hia aecond in command, l)e Senexerge, had both biM*n mortJiliy 
wounded and carried off the field. It ia moHt remarkable, tliat iu tlie 
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two ariiiieH the two first commanders in each should have been killed 
an<l the two second wounded. Wolfe expired tlie earliest ; hia ejrca 
were already dim, and the life-blood ebbing fast from hia stroog and 
f(<*ncrou8 heart, when the cry reached his ears, ** They run, tliey 
run :" His fleeting Hpirit whm stayed fur a moment, and he eagerly 
iiM|uii-ed, "Who runT' **The French," was the reply. "Then," 
said the (jencral, " pray do one of you run to Colonel Barton, and 
tell him to march Webber's regiment with all speed down to Charles 
River, to cut off* the retreat of the fugitives. Now, God be pnuaed, 
I (li(; happy.'* The conrnderatc and patriotic soldier then emed his 
cyoH and expired, (if the gallant Montcalm, little more is recorded 
as to hiH laat moments than that he r"joiced that he should not live 
I to Ht'b the surrender of Quebec. Both conquerors and conquered 
' cotiilMiied in depioring thene brave and beloved commandera. On 
the went and in front of the citadel are the celebrated plains of 
Abraham. Here now stands an obelibk, erected by a Briliafa 
fii>vernor-General of the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, 
wliich bearH a Latin inKciiptiou \ stating, that posterity had yielded 
a roiimion fame and a common monument to the illustrious memorifs 
of Wolfe and Montcalm. A magniHcent monument in Westminster 
Abbey waa voted by the liberality of Parliament to tlie memory of 
J Wolte ; and the surviving generals and admirala received the 
I greatest honour, and the most grateful thanks of their country, for 
I tlieir service?}. Ah soon as the action was over, Townsliend began to 
iiitr<«nch his camp, and to widen the road for the convenienee of 
I bringing up guns and stores, but the French were in no hnmonr to 
I stand a siege. Five days after the victory, on the 18th of Septembor, 
the citadel of Quebec surrendered to the British fleet and amy, 
which were preparing for a general attack. A garrison at 6000 men, 
under General Murray, were put int«> the place, and the Britlafa flif 
then raised on its walls still waves over this conquest at the expiratioa 
of a complete century. 

12. Deaths and Military Ciiaractkrs op the opposi50 Gexesau ■ 

Wolfe a.nd Montcalm. 

Major-General James Wolfe was the son of one of Marlberoogfa^ 
general officers, and bom at Westerham, Kent, in 1726. LiCtw ii 
known of his early years, but he is said to have entered the amy at 
th<.' age of fourteen. The gradations of his rise and his first aerrion 
• are likewise not ascertained ; but he was present at every engagomeak 
of the war, and passed none of them undistinguished. As early as iIm 
battle of Fontenoy, when only twenty, he drew forth high encomluHf 
from the commanding General. His promotion must have htm 
rapid, for wo find him Lieuteiuint-Colonei of Kingsley'a legiuiOirt 
in 1748, and commanding this regiment at the battle of t^tt^iAk^ 
A lirtter fr«>m the young colonel, addressed to a distinguished nobb 
man, will be found in the " Gentleman's Magazine " of I70I9 



^ *^ Mortem virtus, commimem faiiiam fiiatoria, monumentum potteiiM 
«lf><lit : I'. C Gcor^ius Comes de Dalhousie, auctoritate promovena, oKOBfb 
stiiiiiilrin*. mnnifiecntia fovenii.<^A. 8. Miiux.'xxvii.'* 
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July, 17M>* which HhowH how early he was looked \\\Km aa a man of 
a aouiul military jiulipneiit : nor was this the reHuIt of a more natural 
f^iiiuM for war ; but HowimI from the anxiety of a nenaiblo man to 
improve ami matun^ the (piality of IiIh umifrMtandinf?. In this letter 
will be found a patwago, woKhy the connidoration of all young 
offict^m: '* In thone dayn of w^ant pntfemional knowIt>d{i^, and in theao 
unlucky timcH, it in nnich to be wiHlitnl that all our young Roldiers of 
birth and education would follow your bn»ther*8 steps ; and aa they 
will have their time to command, that tliey would try to make thi»m- 
selvoH tit for that important tniHt. Without it we must sink under 
the suptM'ior ahiliti(*H and indefatigable indiwtry of our retitlesa neigh- 
bour.*' He wait preaent at the deacent u|>on Rochefort, ami in the 
grand expedition against liouiaburg in 17AB. lie was scarcely 
retunuHl thence, when the penetrating judgment of the great IMtt 
selected him out of the herd to command the important expedition 
againnt Canada, whert> he ** fell in the arms of victory,*' at an age 
wlicn others are only beginning to advance themiielves. He was but 

{'list thirty-four years old. Unindebted to family or connexions, 
le 'Hhone out by the force of liis own character from the mass, and 
fulfilled the expertations he had raised. In his private oharacter, 
Wolfe, with an unumial livelintMts of tem{M*r and even of impetuosity, 
was nikt suhjiH't to })asHi(ui. With tlie grtmtt^st iiuleiiendency of spirit 
he was not subject to pride. (Senerous to profusion, he contemned 
tlie gi^HHly desire of wealth, an<l in hiH lienevoleiice an<I charities the 
deserving ttoldier never went uiirowanled. He enjoyed a Urge share 
of friendship fn>m his iv>nciliatory manners, but was eimstant and 
discerning in his attachments ; and, to crt»wn all, ho was a man of 
ainci^rity and candour, and a true st^nse of honour and justice were 
the uniform rules of his conduct. 

Lfuiis JoHeph, Mnniuis do Montcalm de St. Yeran, was bom near 
Nimes in XIVZ^ an<l was brought up early to the military service. 
He (liHtingniHlied himHelf in variouH engagements, particularly at the 
battle of I'iacenza in 17«I<1, and rising by degrees to tho rank of 
Field- Marnhal, he was selected in \^M to preMide over the extensive 

{irovince of Canada. MontiHihn was an officer who had done tlie 
lighest stTvice to his country during the whole of this war; he ably 
defendeil the province ngainst the exiHHlitions of l^ortl lioudon and 
Abercrombiu ; and though he succumbed under the attack of Wolfe, 
he i>erfiH*tly supportinl his rt^putation throughout the last scene, 
havmg made the moHt |M*rfeet disjMiHitions that human prudMioo 
could sugg«'Ht, both befont and aft«^r the engagement. When his 
wound waM firHt examined, he intjuired of the surg(M>n if it was 
mortal, and on hearini; that it wan, rejoined, ** So much the better ; 
I shall not live to set* Quebec surrender.** When Monsieur liamnay 
the Governor came to him for orders he refust*d them, saying, ** My 
time is so very short, pray leave me." He then asked for ei*ele- 
siastics to administer to him tho last offices of religion and expired. 

18. War in tub East Ikdiics. 
While the Uritish generals were thna making rapid atridoa td- 
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wrii'iiM ilm fhml oniif|iii«Nt of tlin ri*(«iii*h Ptiiplni In Amnricui, M. da 
Iitilly, till* I'Vi'iiri) Ciovonior (it«iii*ral in tlin I'liMii ImliMii thrnaUrtiiKl 
wiili iiitiT Hiibjrclinn nil tlin MnKliNli NnttliMniMiiN in tlin ('«nmUof 
'I'lii* pn-HNin^ wnniM iif liitt k<>v<'1'"*"'*V^ Intvinu btHtn rwlivvuil by a 
(Miiiti-ibiiiinii fnmi Iuh fiwii privuti* fi>rtunit to thu iinifiuni of 94,000 
i*u|i<-cH, iitul hy n NMinll niipiily of iiionoy pHrtly n)itiirt<*il tmin Ul« 
liniliiniiiN ill Hinr^tt of tiio |iii){0(ln nt Ti'i}i(*tiy, ntu\ pArily rmwlvCNl 
frMiii tli(« MniiriltiiN, M. (ii« I«nlly foiintl liitiiwlf with n iniiltAnr «hmit, 
till) wltolr of which iliil not oximmmI fN),CM)0 ni|)iMiN, but it «*Miib1«il him 
to pill ill nwtioii hiN iMiiiro fort*i« for tlin nidticition of tli« oity of 
MailntH or I'Virt St. (ii*orKi«. It wiin (luoHtioiiiMl whi*thi*r Uin Mmt lit 
(lif MriiiHli pri'Mtii'iify foiihi ho titUifkiMl without prttviminly n'duoInK 
Cliiii^lcpiii; hut with liiH chnriiciitnNti') ni«hnf*iM niid initiAtli*noa, tli« 
I'^rtiich {•oiiiiimiidiT <lt*trriiiini<(l to piiNli oiiwitnlN, luiivinK ('hhiKlvuiiC 
ill tlio nar. II in forro coimiHtiMl of 27(M) Kurt>|M*ium itml 4000 liAUv* 
tniopN. To ih'foiKl iho pliirit, tin* lOiiuliHli hud mwrlv 1000 KurtiiN»Mt 
tmopH liiid *i*200 Hi'piiyM, with 100 or U(N) of th" NnlMih*N cuviUrv. Lnlly 
had alrnidy iiuirclird ovor tho ('hoiiltry plnin in thn*« i1Iviii1uiih« ult 
ilit< l2lli of ilio pri«vifMiN DrfiMiihrr, mid hail tnkon |MNit lit KKtnore 
Mild St. Thoiiii*; wlilio foloiiid Liiwrriifo, who (*otntiiiuiiliM| thtt llritlkh 
rnrci', ri-tii'fd liMHUi'fdy liN ho npproitt'hcd, ntid took pout iin tbu IhUimI. 
Mr. ri^ol hnd hooii tiiinii'd to ho f^oviTiior of tho pnmiilniiry, mid now 
diHpiayi-d iiii oKlraiirdiiiHry Hliaro of roiini){i« nml |Mirm«vt«riinQo« lis 
iiiiiiicdinlidy ordornl Hlitrktown, n. mihurh of MiidniH, to \m ooctinlod 
willi fiOO IOiikHhIi : hut on tho Uth thn I'Vciifll littarkcHi thin plaM 
with ihfir wliolo foriM*, and hooii ^nitu^d |H)NM«»iNtoii of it, tllo Knglbh 
dct:ii-liiiii-nt ri'lri-nliiiK into tin* fort. Sotiitf iipii<ii| howiiTi<r, bruilKht 
wonl that tho I'Vi'iirh troopN hnd found n i|uniitity of Krmck| Mid 
iiii'dil. he hiM-ii »ita)(^iM'iii)i^ ahoiil Hlnrktowii riMi|in){-dnink } on which 
il waH ri'Holvi'd to nitiko n ntroiiK nnlly, undor I«ii*uti*niUlt'Colciurl 
Draper, hfforo thoy hIioiiIiI hnvo limo to nM'ovor thi'niwdTiM. Hwh 
waH tho ni'KliKi'UiMi mid wuMirity of tho Frfncli, thnt Dmtior*!! di- 
taciiiiwiit wnH not prriMtivod until tho ciioiiiy woro ftppriMNl ofit by 
a iiiihialio of thi'ir nntivo druinnii'rN, who h<*){mi to bmt tlui CJrmiA* 
diiTM* Maridi im hihui mh thfy K<>t into tho ntroot, on whlRli thu wind* 
of tlio iroopH Hi't up ti hii/./.a. Tho llro of tho KiiKlinh nniMkntry whloh 
roilowi'd upon thin wiin vory ih'Nlrurtivo, nnd whn nidod by tllRt cif two 
fn'ld piffi-H, MO that a. I'Vi'iii'li ri'KiiiK'Ul which hnd boon dltiwn Up to 
'ippimc thi'iii Hoon foil into I'onfiiHion nnd lli*d inti> thn hiuiiii*fi, llrnpor 
iiiiiiifdiuifly ordi<ri'd Iuh itn'ii to ronNo flrin)(, mid folhiw bini to ibt 
oni-iiiy'ii i;iiiiH, wliirli, to tin* niiinhcr of four, woro drawn np In a void 
plan-; Imt wlion Draper In ro mi't with tho FrfiiRli ofllcfrr in WM- 
iiiaiid, hi* founil hiiiiKi'lf in parley hh to Iun fiiirrendor with only four 
of liiH {{I'eiiadii'rH I'l'initiiiiiiK nhoiit him; tlio rent bail In ttiHr turn 
yielded to the leinptor in tin* Iioiinon, no thnt| nfti«r twenty nilnulM* 
I'^'lili'M'f t^i'Hjx'r wnn deHiroiiH to order the rf*tri*nt, hut not % llinflo 
driiiiiiiier roiild ho found to hent it. The Freni'li now gaining eoA- 
deiifi- fruiii thi« nonditlou of their opponentn, roturiiiMl in eoiiHidiinibli 
iiiiiiil)erN, nnti of tho four Knilnnt nion who nUmnI by UtiHr coninMUidcri 
wo were killiMl and tho otlior two Nov««rt;ly woundod. Fiually|i 
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Biderable body of the British were obliged to lay down their arniB in 
an enclosure into which they had got, and from which they could not 
extricate themselves ; and the two field-pieces, with one captain and 
103 rank and file, were taken, and about 90 left behind wounded and 
20 killed. The French loss was not less severe than that of the 
English. They acknowledged to 200 killed and wounded ; and of 
their officers, Count d'Estaigno was made prisoner, an able Brigadier, 
who was much regretted by M. de Lally. He had mounted his . 
horse at the first firing, and galloped into the midst of the grena- 
diers, whom he took for French troops. At the same moment his 
horse stumbled and fell, when two drummers ran in upon and seized 
him. \ery few cases permit a strong sally from a garrison at the 
opening of a siege, because very little mischief can be done to the 
besiegers before their works are in some progress, and in the 
casualties of success or failure, the moral effect upon the besieged 
may liave serious consequences. Here was an example : a serious 
loss of 200 men, without corresponding advantage, was sure to chill 
the ardour of the garrison, though it was in some measure perhaps 
justified here by the supposition that the enemy's troops were in- 
toxicated and in confusion. Nevertheless, so little impression had it 
made, that one of tho most experienced among the French officers 
immediately afterwards recommended that an assault should be made 
on the town in the ensuing night, under the impression that after 
the failure of the sally there would be no firmness in the garrison to 
resist it. It may have been lucky for them that his advice did not 
prevail. 

The French General, however, was eager to bring affairs to a 
crisis. He immediately began to prepare batteries, but he found 
himself miserably deficient in nearly all the means of conduct- 
ing a siege with any probability of success. The garrison made 
several sallies day after day, taking some guns and ammunition ; 
moreover, their communications with Pondichtfrry, and the country 
whence the besiegers drew their supplies, were greatly impeded by 
the operations of a body of sepoys under a native commander, 
Mohammed Issoof; likewise by a detaclimeut from Chingleput 
under Captain Preston, and some native horse belonging to Moham- 
med Ali. Tho French, during their temporary possession of Madras 
by Labourdonnais, had added several improvements to the slight 
work which they found on the site of what was now Fort St. George; 
but since that time the British lia<l nearly doubled the area of the 
{ori, (which had formerly been but fifteen acres,) and added a re- 
•pectable front, tracing the bastion, demi-bastion, and ravelin, which 
was now the object of M. de Lully's attack. At break of day on the 
2nd of January he began to fire both cannon and mortars ; they 
maintained a continual discharge from the fort in reply, which effec- 
tually Hilenced the guns on the rampart, but could not reach the 
mortars behind. Between the 6th and 26th many guns wore dis- 
mounted by the fire, but the defences were not seriously impaired. 
Tho French artillery was, however, in general so well served, that 
by the 7tb of February they had advanced by sap up to the glacis, 
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had ot^Ublislied a buttery on the crest of the glaeit, and effcetad 
an inciinHiderable breach. The engineer ciffioen, howeTer^ oo befaf 
consulted on this Utter point, declared it practicabley^bnt not aen^ 
sible ; for the fire of six guns «« oreUlom on the flank of the enlfae 
baHtion, and the musketry fntm the eapohuiire of the lame fiNaC» 
would make it impossible to pass the ditch bo aa to get to thebmel, 
which was in the salient of the demi-bastion. 

Mohammed All was at Madras when the French appeared befcn 
it : but although he was willing tliat his brother ahonld eommaiidUi 
troops in the field, he showed an early desire to quit a be ai e g ed town, 
which he acoompiitdied, and endeavoured to make hb way lo TUsht 
nopoly. The Kiuj; of Tanjore, however, refused to reeeive afullomr 
I of the English, being fully prepossessed with the idea of the decUM 
I of their fortunes in India, and being in secret hostile to them. ll^|ar 
I Callinud had been especially deputed to Tanjore, to ineideatt a 
I better feeling, and at length induced the King to ttdopi a man 
! friendly bearing towards Mohammed AH, in order to obtain by tlm 
means an addition to the force he had brought into the field, wUeh 
I was an object he most s|>eciallY desired. At length Odliandolh ! 
I tained by his importunity about 2)00 horse. Thia force becaoM aov 
in tile Major*s hands the nucleus of a considerable body of Iroopi, 
which on the 7th of February he brought up to tlie relief of Madiaa 
It consisted of about 2200 native horse, with 103 Eompeani^ mA 
six S-pounders : and he took poet with it at Monnt SL Thoil, 
wiionoe he succeeded in harassing the besiegers and intermpliig 
their supplies, as did also the garrison at Chingleput under ^^y**^ j 
Pn>ston, who proved eminently serviceable in this duty. On the 
morning of the 9th the French advanced on St. Thomtf in two 
bodies, the one consisting of 1200 se|H>y8 and 600 native 
the other of 300 European cavalry, 000 European infantry, 
eight field-pieces, the whole being under the command of 
tion of Lally's, of the same name as himself. Calliaud iliiiiiimmi 
that he would risk little in the plain, but defend the village and tht 
mount, which afforded excellent stations. The wisdom of thia ehoin 
was siK)n put to the test ; for no sooner did his valiant horaemeB n> 
ceive the fire from the carbines of the French horse, than ih&f tit 
off scampering, shouting, and flourishing their sabres, but in a din» 
tion quite away from the enemy. Calliaud, with a few troopeny v^ 
treated into an enclosure, in which he had placed his sepoj fiaraa 
Against this force Colonel Lally could neither bring his guns to bsw 
nor his men to storm. The contest was maintained with fluetnalhy 
success during the day, but in the evening the French retired, leavfaig 
the Knglish masters of the field. In the night Calliaud, sensible hsv 
ill ho was prepared against the repetition of such an attack, MOivsi 
away to Chingleput to replenish his ammunition which had bsM 
quite exhausted, but with his usual activity made an attempt on the 
way to surprise Sadras, which Lally had seised from the Dnfedl nfi 
maile it his depot, but in this he failed. At tliis time, however, ihs 
Maj«ir ^ot possession of a letter addressed to the Governor of rppdl 
'^erry by M. de Lally, in which he comphuned Uttar^ of Mi 
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necesMities ; that he was without money, his supply of food Hcant 
and uncertain, his sepoys deserting, and his Europeans disaffected 
and insubordinate. He said that the breach had been now made 
fifteen days, and that they lay within fifteen toises of the walls, 
but would not even raise their heads to look at it. He concluded 
with this remark, **that he would rather go and command Cuff res 
at Madagascar than remain in a Gomorrah which the fire of the 
English must soon destroy if the fire from heaven did not.'* The 
arrogant and imperious temper of Lally had always surrounded 
him with enemies at a time when he needed all the assistance that 
personal attachment could lend to the claims of public duty. He 
therefore stated in his correspondence, that to gratify his own ven- 
geance and their cupidity he would give up Blacktown to fire and 
rapine, and withdraw from a scene where he had lost whatever por- 
tion of confidence in his army he had ever possessed. 

14. SiKGE OF Madras raised. 

The execution of this determination was however prevented by 
the opportune appearance of a British fieet in the offing. This 
was Admiral Pocoek's squadron, which had sailed from Bombay 
on the Slat of December, and now, on the 16th of February, arrived 
in the road of Madras. This event satisfied Lally that not only could 
he no longer hope to reduce the place, but that he must forthwith 
prepare for a retreat. He gave out that an assault would be made 
by his troops before those on board the ships could bo landed, and he 
kept up a hot fire through the night. But he at the same time gave 
orders to burn the fiscincs, to blow up a powder-mill, and to abandon 
the trenches, so that on the morning of the 17th not a French soldier 
was to be seen, for they wore all in full retreat into the territory of 
Arcot. The enemy's fire had continued forty-two days, and the fort 
bad discharged against them during the siege 26,054 rounds of 
cannon, 7502 shells, and 1768 barrels of powder ; thirty pieces and 
five mortars had been dismounted in the place, and of the fifty-two 
pieees of artillery left by the besieged, just one-half, or twenty-six, 
were disabled. The besiegers threw into the town and fort of all 
sorts of projectiles, about 8000; about 15 officers and 200 men 
of the besieged were killed, and 18 officers and 559 wounded and 
poisoned. The loss of the French in this siege is not stated ; but 
M. de Lally left behind nearly fifty Europeans sick and wounded, 
recommending them to the care of the English governor, and the 
appeal was answered in a manner which drew nrom Lally an ex- 
pression of his satisfaction. He himself, in consequence of im- 
paired health, retired to Pondicherry, giving up the command to M. 
de Soupire. 

15. Capture of Masulipatam. 

M. de Lally had weakened the French foree at Masulipatam 
under the conduct of M. Confians, in order to strengthen the corps 
with which he undertook the siege of Madras, and Colonel Forde 
had been sent with a body of troops by the Council of Calcutta to 
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the Assistance of Ahnunderauie, who had taken part againat tlia 

V^reiich in that quai'ter. M. Conflana havrng been wonted by Forda 

in tiio autlinm, aa haa been related, had recovered ao nineh pra> 

aeneo of mind as to coHtMst a part of hia acattered foroea at MaaoH- 

patam, where he aeemed resolved to make a atand, notwtthataiidinff 

the weakened atate of his frarrtnon after supplying the wanta of 

M. de Lnlly. Dn the 6th of March Forde came in lUffht of MamH- 

patani, when he received the cheering intelligence &at Lallj had 

been obliged to raise the siege of Madras. The pettah or town of 

Masulipatam is situated a mile and a half to the north«weal of ttw 

fort. The town is very extensive, and waa occupied bj CNmllaKi 

when Kordo advanced, but as soon aa the English army ttppoarod ht 

retreated along the causeway into the fort. Since tho Franoh hai 

obtained possession of this in 17&1 they had modemiaed tho dofiMMMt 

The walla had been partially fyeited, and there were eleTen 

of various sha|>es and sizes, and a wet ditch, but without a 

No ivgular approachea could bo made to the fort with anoh 

as Forde possessed ; noverthelt^ss he invested the plaoe on the 7^ 

and resolved to attack it fn>m the sand hills to the eaaty OS Iha 

other side of a rivulet, as the nearest spot, and by batteriea detaehid 

without the communication of trenches, as little need be iieMod k 

such grounds from the salliea of the besieged. They had howowt 

superiority of guns beyond even what were mounted, whilat Ihi 

English army could only restore any loss or add to their nvmhM 

fn>in the cannon of the ** Hardwicke,*' Eaat Indiaman, lying in Ihi 

sound. Diificuliies of no common order soon beset CnloneT FMl 

from the instability of his native allies. On the 97th of llarch Ihi 

Knjnh Ahnunderauzo suddenly decamped with all his army, and Ml 

with difHculty brought back, lie had been tampered with by Salili^ 

Jung, pn>bubly through stmie intrigue of the French. But onodlBi 

tfulty was no sooner removed tlian another started up; the whohrf 

the Kuropean troops now threatened to leave him on aomo qnsittn 

of pri/.e-money, which demanded all hia resolution andaddreso toaoMii 



and overoimie. In the mean time the batteries of the En^iah hlfl 
up a brisk tiro, and on the 6th the works were deemed aoooHiMk 
lUit on the 7th of April his ammunition, by the report of thoartUiV 
otlicers, was reduced to two days* consumption for the battoiki ■ 
ston\ Colonel Forde hearing on all sides of enemiea approadifel^ : 
resolved, notwithstanding the great difHculties that preaentad 
selves, to attempt a storm, lie acc<»rdingly oniered the lira of 
batteries to be kept up with double vivacity all day, and al 
troops to be under arms at ten at night. The ditch of tho fbrt tf I 
the ebb of the tide, which would happen at midnight, had onW dMI 
feet of water ; and there being no glacis nor outworks to omMHI 
the full view of the body of tho place, it was seen that thoM 
neither embrasurt^s nor merlons in the bastions, but only a 
parapet over which the guns fired fH barbftte, Tho assallanta,f"^ 
fore, were ordereil to move in three divisions to tho threo 
"^jigles of the fort ; they were led by Captains Fiaehor and 
ad fortunately were not discovered until they airivod nl tha 



1759.] CONJETEEAM IS BESIEaKD Aim TAKEK. 315 

Captain Knox was sent with a sepoy force to make a demonstration 
at the south-west angle. The real attacks carried their point after 
Buffering heavy loss, and having thus admitted Knox into the place, 
they all immediately advanced along the ramparts under a terrible 
discharge of all kinds»of missiles sweeping the works, while each 

Sn gained was instantly turned against the enemy. Conflans, not 
owing what to do, kept at his house near the Sound, where mes- 
Bages magnifying the danger, and orders which had continually to be 
eountermanded, gave increase to the confusion. The troops and 
their officers, willing to do their best, at last collected on the 
parade of the fort near the gate, but Captain Fischer with 100 
men of the storming party came upon them here, stopped them, 
and secured the gate. The false attacks had answered all the 
purposes intended from them, and so increased the alarm of M. Con- 
flant that he at length made an offer to capitulate on honour- 
able terms; but Forde answered he could give none, and that he 
moat surrender at discretion, to which he neither objected nor hesi- 
tated, and instant orders were given to discontinue further resistance. 
The fall of Masulipatam was entirely owing to the daring spirit in 
which the attempt had been conceived and executed. The prisoners 
exceeded those to whose arms they surrendered. The apparent 
impracticability of the attempt was the principal cause of success ; 
for the garrison, knowing that they were to expect reinforcements 
from Pondicherry, had concerted with their own army of observa- 
tion and the force under Salabat-Jung that they should surround 
and attack the besiegers, whose destruction they deemed inevitable. 
In fact, early in the morning of the 15th of April two ships under 
French colours, with a reinforcement of 300 Europeans on board, 
anchored in the roads of Masulipatam, but receiving no answer from 
the ahure, and suspecting the loss of the place, they took their de- 
parture. 

16. CONJEVERAM IS BESIEGED AND TAKEN. 

The far greater proportion of the province of Arcot being still in 
the possession of the French, the English were desirous on many 
recounts to recover it, and detennined to spare no exertion to this 
reanlt. After an interval of about a fortnight therefore from the 
relief of Madras, which time was occupied in making the necessary 
arrangements, the English on the 6th of March took the field and 
followed the retreating army to Conjeveram. The whole force which 
BOW took the field were 1150 Europeans, with ten guns, two of them 
84-pounders, about 2700 native infantry, and nearly 2000 horse. 
While the two armies remained in sight of each other letters arrived 
from Colonel Forde from Masulipatam despairing of success unless 
he were reinforced with men and money. The presidency, feeling 
that all their resources were inadequate to keep this force in the 
field, were inclined to bring it back into cantonments, and to send 
900 men to Colonel Forde ; but Colonel Lawrence, altliough per- 
loaded of the imprudence of attacking the French at Conjeveram, 
equally persuaded of the impolicy of drawing back. Accord- 
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ingly he proceeded to Madras on the 26th to dwraade the eowwil 
from this measure, in which he saeceeded ; but while there lUm 
distinguished veteran found himself from ill health ol^ged ti 
lay down his command^ which acoordingly devolTed on llejcv 
Brereton. • 

In the hope of bringing the enemj to an engagement 
determined to make a movement upon Wandewash, and 
ground against tlie fort, a stratagem that so fiur s n eeeeded ~aa ti 
induce M. de Soupire, alarmed for the safety of that impoirtant phm^ 
to break up his camp ; upon which Brereton made a lecond ui ew" 
ment, and returned with equal celerity and addresa. The iaetne- 
tions to Soupire were not to provoke a battle, bat to wait till ht 
was attacked. He considered the removal of the Eagliah an^y M 
an advantage that permitted him to retire to Areot, which he a^ 
cordingly did, leaving in Omjeveram some 400 native troopa oadv 
the command of an Indian chief who had deserted from the EQijBlh 
a short time before. Brereton thereupon, findiiis it impuaahle ti 
bring Soupire to an engagement, made a forced march with As 
British and native troops. Tliis was so well eondooted thai bt 
came upon Conjeveram by surprise, and invested the pagoda fli 
the evening of the 1 6th of April. The French had thrown np ■ 
ravelin before the gateway of the pagoda, which it one of As 
largest and highest in the Camatic ; and behind thia, with ili 
back to the pagoda, about 200 }'ards from the gatcwaT, WH a 
large choultry. Near this the English threw up a bank hi thi 
night, and early in the morning b^;an to fire over it againal thi 
ravelin with their two 12-pounders. By the 18th Colond ~ 



considered the ravelin sufficiently beaten down for an a8Banlt.ni 
tlie troops marched to the attack led by Major Calliand at the hnl 
of the grenadiers. Few of the defenders waited for the aMsnlti h^ 
after giving tlicir fire, ran into the pagoda. The victors, rmiliti*g 
of too many officers, proceeded to attack the gateway, when a ga 
loaded to the muzzle with musket-balls and broken Iran was fill 
among them, killing eight on the spot and wounding ten, 
whom were officers. By this time a party of sepiqfBled by Lienl 
Airey had clambered over the opposite wall of the pagoda, ni 
appeared in the rear of those who were defending tlie gaieift 
which after some further slight resistance was now speedily canil^ 
and its defenders, throwing down their arms, obtained qi 
They were conducting the deserter-governor to Major ~ 
when the commander of the sepoys met them ; he Imew the _ 
and saving, ** These are the terms to be kept with a tnitor,** 
one stroke of his scimitar almost severed his head from 
The news of the surrender of Masulipatam and Conji 
received at Madras on the same day, to the great deligfat 
presidency. 

17* SURBBNDER OP SUBAT. 

■ 

A plight triumph against a Mahratta force had 
»ut the same period in the presidency of Bombay. The 
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8 residing at Surat finding themselves exposed to much op- 
en from the Sydec, who commanded the castlo, and from the 
nor uf the city, made application for an expedition from 
»ay to deprive tliem of the power thoy so injuriously exercised, 
vlingly 850 P^uropeann and 1500 sepoys, under the command of 
.in Richard Maitland of the artillery, were embarked in two of 
ral Pocock's ships for this service on the 9th of February, 
iritish force landed at Dentilowry, nine miles from their point 
ack, and encamped. It was late in the month however before 
An Maitland, having driven the garrison within the walls, had 
liwhed his batteries against the outer t<iwn. As but little im- 
ion, however, was made upon the walls after three days, it was 
mined to make a combined attack both by sea and land. The 
lany's grabs and bomb-ketches warped up the river and opened 
successfully ; and the troops attacked one of the enemy's out- 
•I, where they gallantly routed the Sydee's troops, in which 
<, Captain liobert Inglis was mortally wounded. The outer 
i having now been carried, and a battery of mortars speedily 
liHhed upon it, this bore upon the inner town and castle with 
effect that the garrison proposed a capitulation, and thoy were 
ndered to the British authorities on the 4tli of March. The 
.Ities in the expedition were four officers and 140 men (British) 
I, and about sixty (among whom were many officers) wounded, 
iral Pocock continued at Bombay with his fleet to avoid the 
i-east mons(K>n, but quitted it in April for the coast of Cero- 
id, with a view to uitercept the French squadron that waa 
:ted from the isles. 

Wandewasu is attacked nr Breretoit, who pails^ and ifi 

TAKEN BY COOTE. 

oni this date up to the end of the rainy season no movements of 
importance took place in India. The French, more than ever 
iHHiid for money, were quite incapable of undertaking any thing, 
vere very mutinously disposed. The Madras presidency had as 
as July meditated an attack upon Wandewash, in order to 
ase the superiority which the late successes had acquired for 
in the Carnatic : and although it had been |>ostponed in con> 
;nce of some uncertainty as to the strength of the French gar- 
there, yet on tin; 20th of September a force consisting of 1600 
peans and 2500 sepoys, with about 800 cavalry and ten or 
'e caimouH, marched from Conjcveram under the command 
(ilonel Brereton, who arrived before Wandewash on the 29th 
(•ptcmber, and determined to make the assault before the 
orcement ex|>ected from Pondicherry should arrive. This was 
aKuro illustrative more of the courage tlian the prudence of 
onimarider, who had very httle information of the strength of 
•lace or the garrisson, but was eager to strike the blow before 
rrival of a suporior ofKcer, who was daily expected. The gar- 

of Trivatore surrendered to him on tlie first summons, p** 
rrivcd unopposed within three miles of Wandewash. 'i 
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attack upon the place was directed with skill and judgmenty 1 
failed iDoRt compltftuly. Brcretuii made his approaches not i 
uiuibtierved (for the enemy had early obtained intelligence > 
deal);!)), but in excuUciit order, and with a force full of entliui 
He (lotermined on a night attack ; but entrusted tlie command > 
of his columns to Major Mouson, who succeeded in obtainin 
trance at the place where it was understood that the French 
quartered, but he found no enemy, and himself most unaecoui 
disappeared at the moment he was most needed. Another o 
under the eonnnand of Major Gordon penetrated into the tow 
he singularly enou{(h lost his head after making himself mat 
some of the main streets. Both columns were accordingly < 
buck again ; and nlthough all fought bravely, the loss was ver 
siderable tu both parties. M. de Lally ordered a salute of 10( 
to be iired at the French presidency in honour of so unusual a 
to him as a victory. 

On the 20 ih of November a French expedition entrusted 
Crillou, consisting of 000 Europeans, 1000 sepoys, and 200 : 
horse, possessed theniHclves of the inland of Seringbam, by 
they obtained a considerable and rich harvest estimated to be 
000,000 rupees. This victory was tarnished by a wantonni 
cruelty diHgraceful to a civilized nation. Irritated at the oppt 
and at the loss occasioned by it, they not only refused quarter 
roHistnnce had ceased, but having turned out of tlie island thos 
survived, fired on them as they were departing, while their a 
rode in amongst them and cut them down. The British garrii 
Triehinopoly beheld this wanton cruelty on tlie poor natives 
their wsUh, but could give no relief. The Governor, Joseph i 
sent however to reproach Cnllon severely for tliis barbarit 
replied that these acts were perpetrated by the common men, 
out the sitnelion of tlieir officers, who should, nevertheless, ha^ 
deavoured at least to restrain them. 

On the 2l8t of November Lieutenant- Colonel Coote, wh< 
lately arrived from England, took the command of the tro< 
cantonment at Conjeveram. This officer, who will hereaft 
heard of with very great distinction, had formerly servi 
Bengal, and had been now nominated to a command then 
obtainetl perniission to remain in the presidency of Madras, 
his regiment was. Bussy had arrived at Wandewash th< 
after the British had quitted the encampment before it, an> 
retaken Trivatoro as easily an it had yielded to the English. T 
he advanced to Arcot. Meanwhile the jealousy that always e 
between Bussy and Lally had gathered additional strength, alt 
Lally had consented that Bussy should join the native an 
alliance with the French at Arcot. Colonel Coote immediate 
sembled a council of war, in which it was agreed, that the sepi 
and distinct cantonments of the French trooi)S afforded a fair < 
tunity for reducing the fort of Wandewash, which it was deter 
to attempt. Coote accordingly began his march on the 21 
ToTcmber at the head of I7OO Europeans, including cavalr, 
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3000 native troops, with fifteen pieces of cannon. To divert the 
enemy, Coote, with the main body of his troops, marched towards 
Arcot, while Colonel Brereton, with a strong detachment, proceeded 
to attack Trivatore, which he assaulted and took, but allowed the 
garrison to escape. The next day, the 26th of November, they 
arrived at Wandewash, and in the morning assaulted the pettah and 
carried it after a sligiit resistance from some sepoys, but without 
any loss. On the 27th Coote arrived at Arcot, and hearing of this 
successful adventure, immediately made a forced march to unite 
with Brereton. He found that one battery had been already prepared 
against the fort, and he forthwith constructed another, so tliat both 
opened on the 29th. The fire of these batteries was directed against 
a tower and cavaUer in the south- west angle of the fort, which effec- 
tively silenced the enemy's fire in that quarter, and made a practica- 
ble breach ; the fort was then summoned but refused to surrender, 
whereup<m the fire of the English continued, and various parts of the 
defences were in succession dismantled. The Khilidar, or native 
governor, then sent to treat, and a negotiation ensued. He was 
aanired that he should be continued Khilidar as a dependant of the 
Company, if he would give up the French troops whom he had 
admitted into the fort At the appointed time the condition was not 
Idlftlied, but the French soldiers themselves appeared on the works 
and offered to deliver up the fort. Coote immediately ordered his 
troops to take possession of the gateway, but the Khilidar, who 
bad tbe key, did not present himself. Colonel Coote, expecting 
treachery, advanced himself with another company to the breach 
in the cavalier, which was passed without opposition, and thus 
Wandewash fell into the hands of the English without the loss of a 
ringle man and with only five wounded. The French had five officers, 
sixty- three Europeans, and 1000 sepoys who sujuendered themselves 
prisoners. The Kiiilidar had 500 horse and foot in garrison, and 
there were in the fort forty-nine pieces of cannon, with n great 
quantity of ammunition. The Khilidar in consequence of his shuffling 
conduct was not admitted to the advantages which had been pro- 
mised him. Something should have been allowed for the loose and 
dilatory character of Oriental diplomacy, and it is not believed that 
he meant wrong; nevertheless, as he had signed the treaty required 
of htm just as the troops entered, good faith required that it should 
have been observed. Well has it been for the permanent power 
of the British name in India, no less than for its national reputation, 
that its servants have rarely shown such want of principle as go- 
▼emed their conduct in this instance. The reduction of Wande- 
wash, notwithstanding the loss of Seringham, revived the reputation 
of the English arms in the southern provinces. From Wandewash 
Colonel Coote marched to Carangolly, distant from the former [)lace 
about thirty-five miles. He entered the town with little difficulty on 
the 4th of December, and erected batteries and cannonaded the fort 
nntil tlie 10th, when his ammunition being expended he was com- 
pelled to suspend his fire. An offer of surrender was now unex- 
pectedly made ; Coote granted almost all that was asked ; and i* 
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European portion of tlic garriMin, Cfixwiating of 100 men, 
perinitt&d U> march out witii drums beatiiiK and colours fl 
Lally immediately recalled Crillon from Seringham to checl 
progrcsH (if Cootc, who pmceeded on the Aroot road, with the 
of intcrccptiii/; the enemv^a divisions as they moved one tov 
another; but sickness broke out in his camp, and bo was ob 
to go into cantonments. 

19. Natal War i.m the Indian Sbis. 

During these transactions by land tlic 8U|ieriority in the Ii 
seas was still disputed lM;tween the British and French adm 
The dangen>us season being over and the sqnadrrm refitted, Adi 
Poc<ick quitted Bombay on the 17th of April, intending, if poa 
to seek and expel the French fleet from the coast of Coroma 
With great diligence and dexterity he got round the island of Cc 
before the French liad taken their departure from the Maui 
He took up a station whero he suppiwed he should have the 
opportunity of iuterccpriiig them, and dispatched the ** Revei 
and oiif! of the company's frigates to cruine in the enemy's ti 
but all liis endeavours proved fruitless till the Srd of August 
ten that nioming the French fleet was discovered from the i 
head of the flag-ship, one (»f their frigates being at the time in 
suit of the ** lievenge.'* Pocock immediately made signal i 
general chase, and hUhmI towards the French with all the aa 
could carry. In force ho was so much inferior tliat nothing bn 
most exemplary gallantry, aided by consummate ability, could 
preserved the fleet even from defeat, if the enemy had disp 
either bravery or good conduct. The British force consisted i 
more than nine ships, two of them only 60-gun vessels ; the Fi 
line counted eleven, all large and [lowerful ships. Pr>cock was u 
to get up before night, but the chase of the " Revenge " had 
discontinued on the appearance of the flt^t, and she was ordere 
to lose sight of tho enemy during the night. The French squadroi 
crowded all sail to cscajic into Pondicherry ; Pocock, however 
fortunate to arrive there eight hours before M. d'Ach<S, on the I 
September early in the morning. The same afternoiin tliirtcei 
of the French came in sight. The British instantly gave chasi 
did not come up witli them till daybreak on the 10th| whei 
Fnrnch squadron was formed in a line of battle alicad on tlie 
board tack. Both iiarties made the signal for battle, and abom 
began Uy cannonade each other with fury and to be hotly en| 
till about four, when the French men-of-war made sail, am 
British were in no condition to pursue them. The *' Tiger ' 
her niizen and maintopmast shot away ; the ** Newcastle *' was : 
damaged in her masts, yards, and rigging; tliu '* Cumberland ' 
** Salisbury " were not in a condition to make sail ; the *' Yarmc 
had hir foretopsail shot away in the slings ; and the ** Graftftn ' 
'* Filizabeth '* were greatly disabled in tlieir rigging; so tha 
" Weymouth " and ** Sunderland " were the only shi|is that ha 
suffered. The British had 118 men slain in action, and the 
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d wounded together amounted to 569 : the enemy*8 loss was much 
eater. What lias been always i*egarded as singular is, that these 
me two admirals had fought three pitched battles in the course of 
j;hteen months without the loss of a ship on either side. On the 
jming after this last action the French fleet was in sight again, 
.t when Admiral Pocock arrived on the 12th at Negapatam 
thing was known of the enemy. Here the Admiral refitted his 
ips as well as time would permit, and then again proceeded in quest 
the fleet, but it was not till the 27th, when Pocock went dose 
;o Pondicherry road, that he saw the French squadron lying 
are in order of battle. Pocock was in no condition to attack both 
9 ships and the forts ; still he made signal to the squadron to draw 
X) line of battle, when D'Ach^ peremptorily opposed all Lally*s re* 
mstrances, and avowed his deteriiiiiiation to return to tlie Islands, 
spite, therefore, of Lally's accusation of his countryman's fleeti 
\t they were *'the scum of the sea," he immediately weighed 
chor and sailed away. Sir George Pocock got to leowarid of them, 
peoting they would boar down and engage, but they made sail 
d stretched away to the southward, and it was determined not to 
low them. In the suring he returned to Eugland, leaving the 
nmand of the fleet with Admiral Stevens, and received the Order 
the Batli for his signal services. 

20. War in Germany between English and French. 

Having thus followed the British banners through the very glo- 
<U8 tracks they pursued during the year 1759 in different parts of 
nerica and Asia, we must now revert to the war on the Continent 
Eun)pe, where the English arms in the course of this year will be 
ind to have also triumphed, although with a success not quite so 
'ariable. The French not only gained battles, but oroi again very 
irly overran the unlucky Electorate of Hanover. They stirred 
:ly. On the 2nd of January the French regiment of Nassau presented 
slf suddenly before the gates of Frankfort on the Maine, a neutral 
perial city, and demanding a |)as8age, it was admitted and ccoiducted 
a detachment from the garristm tlirough the city. On its way the 
riment unexpectedly halted and disarmed this guard, and before 
( inhabitants could recover from, or could comprehend this out- 
^us insult, Ave other French regiments entered the city, and 
'ir General, the Prince de Soubiso, immediately established his 
id-quarters in it. This was a most flagrant violation of the liber- 
I of the Empire, but it was a most important acquisition to the 
ench, as it secured to them the course of the Maine and the Upper 
line, by which to receive every kind of reinforcement and supply, 
secured likewise a communication between the French, Austrian, 
1 Imperial armicH, which affonlcd mutual succour and concur- 
ice in the operations of each. The Prince de Soubise was, how- 
T, called away to Versailles to be appointed to the ministry of the 
,ig, and was succeeded in the command of this army by De 
3glie. As soon as tlie season would permit their army to take 
fleld, it was determined by the allies to dislodge the Freneh, 
r<>!.. 11. r 
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if poKMiblo, fnmi itdiiio of thoir ndvaiitagt'ous poiutions. About th« 

iniiMlo of Kobriiury Homo lliuiovoriaii and rruuian dotAcIiniMitti 

iiiidor Miijor-(iouornl Owt, <in>vo the I inporialiiitH miid Auatriiun 

(tut of Krfurt, Kiri(*imc1i, and tho Ilofwinn bailiwicks, of which 

tliov hnd tnkon pohhohmioii. TIiih dn^w forth a Htroiig dotachmmt 

of FrtMirh troo}m from Frankfort, who drovo thoni Itack agaiiii 

but tho honMlitary rrinoo of HruiiHwiok foil upon these nuddenly 

nt MoIriohHtmIt, whithor ho hnd iHMiotmtiMl by ways doomed im- 

poHHiblo to an army. IIon« ho ixmtod and diMponiod a regiuioiit of 

llolicn/.ollorn cuiraMMiorH nnd a battalion of Wurzburg tmopa, and 

tho noxt day, whioii whh tho \»t of Aprils ho advanced on MoiningWi 

whiTo ho capturtMl a mH);a7.ino and two battalions more. He also 

HiirpriHod A thiiHl batt^iiion poHtod at Wafungon, and defeated some 

Austriiin tnmpH that woro on tho nian*h to itM rtdiof. At the same 

timo tho Duko of llolHtrin, with anothor IxMly of the oonfiMlerateSi 

diHiodpMl tho Fronoh frt>m tho yo»i of Kroionstoinau, and after^ 

wnrdH unitiu); hiniHoIf at CaHHoI with the Duko and Prineo of Ysim- 

bur^, niuiTlird on tho 2(ith in two eiduniUH to Meiniiigeni Mai^ 

bur^::* nnd Fuldn, all whioh thoy otirriod. Tho Knnich commanden^ 

alanuod at tho vivnoity of thoHo om*ountorH, judgod it tho prelude to 

Homotliii)^ moiv dooiHivo, and n(H*(tnlin){ly tho Due do Droglio tiMtk an 

advantA<;oouH poHt noar Dorgon, hotwiHui Frankfort and llanau, 

whioh ho ooonpiod on tho 12th of April. Duko Fonlinand of Uruns- 

wirk had on tho lOth nHsomblod all liiM forct«H near Fulda to tlie 

amount of 40,0<)<) olioioo trtHipn, and forthwith ciminienoed his march 

to moot thom. On tho tith ho oommandod inriohHU,*in to bo attacked, 

anil thou oontinuing h'w maroh rouohod WindtH*kon on tho 19th. 

Tho youn^ horoditnry Trinoo, nftor driving Iwck D*Ahreniberg^ 

oorpH, oamo in with many priHonom to the nllied army. Ho (bvuM 

tho ri^ht of Do Droglio*8 anny at DorgtMi, and his centre and left 

stH'unMl in Huoh a nuiimor that tho allies could onlv mako their 

MttnokH in a narrow approach by tho villag«\ Notwithstanding ths 

advantn^i^o of thoir Hituation, l^rimu* Fordinand resolved to give them 

battio, and mndo bin dinptwitiouH for tho attack ai*cordingIy, intending 

\\\o aHHUult to bo oarriod into oxooution by houio brigades onljr, while 

tho otbor wing of tho anny should be kopt back to oot aocording to 

oiivuniHtmiooH. 

21. TiiK IUtti.r op Hkrukn. 

About ton in tho morning of tho IStli of April tho grenadien 
of tho advnm'od guard of tho allios mnrrhod under cover of some 
riMing ground nnd bognn tho nttark on the village of Ilergon with 
groat vivnoity, but Husiainod a moHt terrible fln^ from eight Austrian 
battalions Hupportod by Hovond brigados of Fn»noh infkiitry. The 
lloHHinuH under tho eonunnnd of Prince YHomburg nwde thm 
nttaokH in tho i«|iaoo of two hours and a half^ but could not dislodge 
tho ononiy from tho villago ; aftor n very obstinate disimCe they 
wiTo obIig(>d to n»troat in some diHonlor. 'Phoy were rallied behind 
- body of IloMiinu cavalry; and Duko Fenlinand made a new dit- 

Bit ion, and brought up tho hereditary X'rinco with hia Miillsqri 



with wliicli tho village and a great part uf the French lino were 
severely cannonaded. Broglie, on observing the state of the contest, 
brought up frenh troops, who attacked tho IIoHsians on the left, and 
the hereditary Prince on tho right flank. At this time tho Prince 
of Yseinburg was killed ; and his corps, having consumed all their 
cartridges, fell back, and were pursued by the French until stopped 
hy the allied cavalry. Brunswick had observed that he made no 
impression on the French, and, as an able general, who never 
risked his fortune on a single throw, he began seriously to consider 
how he should retreat in the face of a victorious enemy before 
Hie day was yet above half spent. Under the feint therefore of a 
cannonade, which while it annoyed his antagonist induced him to 
suppose he was meditating a renewed attack on the village, he began 
to draw off his troops, and to resume his position on the ground 
where he first fonned. He then ordered the fire of the ordnance to 
cease. The French kept dose to their post, and returned the 
cannonade as briskly as they could, but did not pursue ; and in this 
posture things continued till nightfall, when the Prince made an 
easv march without disorder or molestation, and retired to Windecken 
witn tho loss of five pieces of cannon and about 2000 men. The 
French had groat reason to be satisfied with the issue of this battle, 
althougli their loss in it was by no means less considerable. It was 
their policy to remain quiet, without risking in any degree tho ad- 
vantages they possc>ssed ; and the day after the battle they received a 
reinforcement to their army of 10,000 men under the Count St. 
Germs in. Duke Ferdinand gained as much honour and displayed 
as much skill as could have been evinced upon a more fortunate 
issue ; but the consofjuences were far from indifferent to him, for 
having missed this blow, tho French still remained masters of 
Frankfort, and acquired by their position such a superiority as 
reduced the allies to content themselves with a defensive line of 
proceeding for some timo after. Thoy now retired to Ziegenhagen, 
where they arrived on tho 27th. Near Friedberg their rear suffered 
considerably from a body of the enemy's light troops under tho 
command of M. do Blaisel. This officer had joined General Fischer 
near Kchzel, and was very successful in out|)ost operations. He inter- 
cepted an officer with dispatches, which discovered tho position of 
Duke Ferdinand's troops, and accordingly surprised two squadrons 
of dragoons and a battalion of grenadiers, of whom the first were 
either taken prisoners or dispersed, while the latter escaped with the 
loss of their baggago. The allied army after those affairs went into 
canttmments. 

22. The Enemy's Miqazinks harried and dbstrotbd by the 

Prussians. 

The advantages to tho allied cause which would have arisen fr 
a different issue of the battle of Bergen appeared more fuUv fr 
the operations which wore taking place on tho side of Bohemia, > 
which probably were designed to concur with those of Prince I 
dinand in one grand and comprehensive scheme. Frederick hai 

T 2 
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ployed tho winter in making new preparations as far as his 
adiiiitted, but he rew>lved on a change of tystem for the fatnr^^ 
nain^^ly, to abstain from opening the campaign, as heretofore^ bj s^ 
Huinin^ tho offcnnive ; but to act entirely upon the defeiiai¥6y has* 
l)an(liii<; hifl resoarces, and watching with warv eironmspeetioii eaeh 
movement of the enemy. It was not, however, in his nature to fenaiB 
ail idle npcctator. It is probable that the King's phtn was in the first 
\i\vn'vt to koep the IluwiinnH at a diHtance, and tnis portion he now 
(;x«'Ciitcd with great npirit and success. AH the movements of ■■ 
army in those days were dependent for support oA magsiiwsfc 
No man underatood better than the King of Prussia the valne of 
thf'He in war. He knew that couHiderable stores had been Isid np 
oil difTeroiit pointH beyond his frontier^, in the furtlierance of ftitnie 
openttions againnt the RuMians, Frederick knew that if he conld but 
KucciMid in duHtroying these a heavy blow would be thereby inflietsd 
oil liiH cncmiefi ; and to make the attempt he dispatched, as early as 
the 23rd of February, Major-General Wobersnow, niio narned 
into Poland from Ologau in Silesia with forty-six squadrona and 
twiiity-niiie Imttalions. He advanced by way of Lissa to Keiswii 
when; a t'olish grandoc, the I^iice Sulkowski, notwithstanding dM 
neutrality maintained by tho PiiHsh republic, had organised Mne 
contributions for the Russian army, and even levied troope for tbor 
Hcrvice. After some resistftnce he was obliged to surrender at dis- 
cretion, and both himself and his body-guard were seised and tnuH- 
])ortcrl to Glogau. From hence Wobersnow proceeded to Poaai, 

I where ho made himself master of a considerable magasine goaided 
by 2000 CoHHscks, who retired at his approach. Altogether he sne* 
ceeded in deHtroying throughout Ptrhuid a quantity of previsioni 
which would have been sufficient for the support of M,000 men far 
three mouths, and returned without loss into Silesia on the 18th of 

I April. 

A Hccond expedition of the same nature was planned agaioBt Ife- 

i ravi.'i, and, although not followed up, yet it was so far siieoemftil as 
tf) induce Marshal Daun, who apprehended ill consequenees from il| 
to concentrate his principal strength in that quarter, and thnaezpois 
the Hohemian territories on the Saxon side to the inroads of the 
J'niHHianH. Prince Henry, the King's brother, commanded the 
PruHHian troops in Saxony, composed of forty-three battalions^ watff 
Hqiiadrons, and forty pieces of ordnance. Apprised of Dam'a 



ineiitH for tho protection of Moravia, ho determined tofakeadvmtMt 

teoTthe 



of tiiJH o|)cning; and having already driven tlie advanced 
nriny of tho F^mpirc out of Thuringia, ho entered Bohemia on the 
ITitli of April in two columns. With one he forced the pass of 
PeterHwaldc, penetrating as far as Lobkowitz and Leitmerfts, the 
enemy flying before him. He s<*ized tho forage and pruvisiuna whidi 
the Austrians had laid up in those dcp6ts, demolished a new bridge 
they had crccte<l for their ccmvcnience across the Elbe, burned thstf 
boats, and destroyed tho Austrian magazine at Aosaig. Thme 
"azincs were covered by nine battalions and eiglit eompnnise of 
itry, with twenty-nine squadrons, all under the nnmaHBJ ^ 
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Gcnenl Gcmmiiifccii. Anolber Pnuoiui ooluinu, coniDiaadcil Ly 
I GmenJ Uiibcn, inuwhad by the pus of Paasberg, and atuek«d 
I SebiulBUisberg, girded by IJeoerel Reyuard. wlio was takeu pri- 
I aoiier, with tifl.v-une officers and 2000 men. Tlic l>r(UB»D» last bul 
I HientT men killed and wounded. Tbiacalomn, paaaiai; by Komiuatau 
I uid Pi>Htirlberg, advaooed lu far as SaaLz in hopes of aecuriD|^ «uwo 
I marlines, bul tbi»a ihe onemy DODwiiacd, Ihat they miglit nut (all 
into the buida of die PruaxiaiUi and retired tuwarda Prague witli 
I (lie uniiost prccifiltatioa ; Hulsen reCuniiiii; ou the 23rd of April 
/ lo his old qunKew in Suioiiy. In tho Bliort space of five days 
Prince ilenry d<«lroyed ail Iho iiui|;a^cs he could find in Bohemia, 
inflicting on Ihe Auatriana double the amount of injury caused in 
PoLaod. The enemy liM by tlieae expcditiima into Bobemia nearly 
40,000 barrel* oF flour, 300.000 ]<ouiida of bread, 140,000 biiahek of 
' fAla, and 7D0,IMM loads of hay, sufficient U supply 40,000 infuitry 
. and 10,000 cavalry (or twu monlliB. Daiin sent troops wiiliout lots 
L ,if tim« towards the Saxon Inrder, but the PruHaUtie bad already 
['.aNaaed it on their return in safety, and diMrifauted their troop* in 
I ntarten of refreahment in the iielKhbourhood of Dresden. The 
I Prince m« not, however, cootout with the success rS tliia single 
I mtttrjawe. After his fatiguing expedition be gave hii troops a few 
I tnjn' rast, and then led them forth again to action with mora pre- 
I MWatiao and still greater succens. He marched them to Obor- 
Itolilmiii, aad eootiaoin); bis route throogh the Voiitbtlsiid, entered 
R%HH>nia by the way of Haf on .he 7th of May. The next day he 
Hpnt a detachment to Asch lo attack General Maquire, who com- 
^BMnded a hady of Austrian^ and Imperialists. Here they were 
^RHTdy resisted for the whole day; but the increasing number of 
^Hba Pmssians and their perseverance alarmed the General for -bis 
^nslraal, and aecordingly Maquire took advanlage of the night, and 
I fsN back towards Egra with the loss of about 600 meo. 
I The army of the Empire was cumraauded by the Prince of Zwei- 
I WUekwi, who was on the 4th of May with the head-quarters at 
I Kulmbacli. He felt himself unable to cope with Prince Henry, and 
I ntirtd f^om Kulnibach on the 13tb to Bamberg, where he burned 
I Mm magazines, thus abandoning the rich bishuprics of Bamberg 
\ Mid Wiirtzburg to Prussian contributions. The town of Bamberg 
i IBTrendered on the ISth upon terms, but some confusion happening 
I bafoie the capitnlation was completed the Croats and Pruauans 
I' mna to blowe, and a pretence was given to the latter to plunder the 

I Whappy town, which was given up by order of the canimandera to 

ffiga for two days in a very unrelsnting and licenliooa iDanoer. 
I produced loud and jnit complaints against the Prusnans, who 

II were severely retaliated upon afterwards. Prince Henrynow puslied 
J back the army of the Empire as far as Nurembei^. He had laid a 

SB district under oontnljution, destroyed all the niagazinca that 
been provided for the Imperial army, and sent 1600 prisoners to i 
/ ioi/Mio, so that he lisd accompVishei ftie o\iie*a lA Vi* »,iv^*™>-"-. 
I bat as the /wrt of the pkn eulruHled to t^ ?vv\Yee oV^twsBWvSi.'W^ 
failed, be feJi that the French Bim^ *■» no-M «. WwiVi ^^ ^^ *■■*" 
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are >Kainat »ii inmit from Minlikl DkDii'i 



Franoonla wm umI>m »nd might be dangerooa. Ilia armj i 
ivtdrna4 to iliuir aid piialtltin loadtd wltli booty and — 



ATmj inln Saxon]' ; and lia llisrerore deemed that lila furl her ati> is 

I. 1. .._.._ J _.._!.. !._ J HianrmytlierriDr* 

>ly and cootrtt 
A party of Imporialktii under Giiiinel I'aify andeavnuml in 
the PruMian* un Ihair relruat, Iiul liiay wore ilefvaii^d ii> ^ir Ki't »ii» i 
onnaiderabla alaiiithltr. The Imperialliit army, ri'il : 
returned to Bamlwrg, and the Aualriani under <j<iti< : 
retlmd inln Bohemia. Unring all lh«M InuiMutUiTih 
Daun rvmainoil wiili the Krand army at tiehurir. ' 
KSnlgigrlii 1 while the I'mwian grand army, rmnrn 
King In petaott, eontlnuod quietly enounped btlwcFii i.^iTnlnhiii i>n^ 
SchweldullE. Marihal Uaun Kppwtred reulred nil to attack, hot ■■ 
BulTer the Hint deinnuiratlniia to be made by Iho Pruaalin*. 0«d«r^ 
neTorthnloM, arrived tii bim to [wnclrale tiilo Sllrala, anil Loudont 
onrpi waa ailvanocd aooordlngly <a Loliau. Do Vllla'a |irinoi(ial atom 
adrBDEwl U> NeiMO, anit luul i(« haad-qiianrtu III WIIiImIiUM. Tb* 
King aocordingly nailed in hi* uiirp* fnim Ijunatia, uid ordaml 
Fuuquel and Svydlltx to a|>iin>aali ilie n>yal army. 

23. PnatTioHi of tiia Swkdu ini> Rouuna. 
During Ihu wintur tint t'ruwiati tmfi|i* under OiuiaraJ MaatcoM 
■otvd iritli great ejiirlt againHt tlia Swede* in fimurania ; they niaila 
thomerlvaa maetrre of llumgorteiii Denimon. and Anlilaui, aoJ ITDO 
men, inclndlog olflccni, aurreuderod to their arme. In April tiM 
tnrt ot PenunuDdo wke ■urrandered, and about the aania IIbm 
a detanhment bombarded Scliweriii, the capital of MvebtaabBA 
Meanwhile relnfareamanM wore aant to tho Iluiwlan army in PoUnZ 
who, notwilhatanding tho dealruction of thoir magaslnea, auQIiauM 
Ihalr march toward* BIIuia,ai>d were ui'm ihn VlatuU in the moMfc 
iif April. The fonlRed eiiy of P<>mi[i wu flaed Upon for their grmt 
magaxine*, and General Fnnior OHtablixlied iiia army on the lal irf 
June in that nelgiibourhood. Tlio ouurt of PatBrnbarg had lik«wln 
liegun to oquip a targe fleet by meani of which tiiu army might b* 
eiippliod with military atorea and pnivliiona i but thia armament *m 
retarded by ail aecldental Hro at lUvel, wliidi dcetroyed «1t tits 
magnztnea and matei-lala fur ahlp'bullding to an ImmonM valoii 
Count Dobna waa preparing to oppou llie ItuHlane nn the etd* of 
Jlrindenbarg, and had arrived on iho 14tli near tlie Warlhtu t^tn 
he remained till ho wa« joined Uy General HUlMn widi lliir rolnFuraa- 
taenia from Saxony ; but on llie SOtii Unieml Wndil vwuinnl the 
onminand of thia fortie. Frederick had now ai'ltiuicd Marahal 
Wodel, one of the youngeat gfiwrale of iiia anny, to take ao himadf 
tliia important command. Thii Oeiieral iied already diiUiiKuiebed 
blmaolf loMt brilliantly at Leutiion, and had obtained the B|ipBlla* 
tion of tJj* " Primian Leonldae." In order to ardd giving offciioa 
la hi* elder nolloagDaa wlinm \in t/aXK.veAtA,vA ia kiiidlo hU entbo- 
flMMtn to llio higlieal by tUa utntoukl naVMv lA 4m>\tfnw&T unAicmk, 
tli» King formally ei.naliluUd VltinonA 'N.i.A v wt\ tft Wmmmm. 
"Wontwft.rwMd," «»id 111* MaieaVj, "ju* tB^'^wM. \oi vom&'v 

li 
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le krmjr ; nhtt you order shatJ be done in my naiiie, oa if 1 m^'sell 
bre preaenL I li>*e loroeJ to prize yuar good ijualitiea M 
Eaathen, uid I place tlie most unbonadinl ooutiitence in (hem. 
ioa ftre, therefore, to allAck the Roeaiana whenever you cc>me up 
ftth them ; beat them wundt)', and preveut their jimcUuu with the 



24. The Fbkhcu Au 

I a great pari o 



f the allied army under Duke Fenlinanil of 
n esotanmenls about MUnster, the French 
%miie8 ou the Upper and Lower Rhine after the battle of Bergen 
I ucmricd themselvCB of Hcue without oppoution, nnil met with a» 
■ jEtdo on the side of the bishopric of Padcrbam; and wliilc ths 
I pmad arm)' under Marshal Contades pushed the alliea '' ~''~ 
I ..,.___. ,. j..__. ... . ■ ^ih 20,000 D 



u that Bide 



iiould I 



aquu-e 



The I 



Vanned aa ihc 3rd of June near Marpurg, under the cumnand of 

K |I> de Contadee, who advanced narthwnrd and fixed hit head- 

|imrters at Curbach, from whence he detached a budy uf light truope 

O take poeacBUon of Cauel, which General ImhofF abandoned at t ' 

Ij^pToaeli. Duke Ferdinand continued to retiro, but left garrisc 

B Lippatadt, Rietber);, Milnster, and Minden, in order to retard the 

> progress, while he conliniied intent upon maintaining his 

inicntiona with' the Weier, from which it seemed it was the 

I wineipBl design of Contades to cut liiui off. However, if the Freneh 

I ■Baneral failed to accomplieh that moat important object, all the 

1 Dnkfl'a precButluns lu retard hia enemy produced little effect in hia 

I bronr ; Lippstadt wag blockaded, and Rietberg was surprised by the 

^ Ve de Broglie, who likewise had tlie good fortune to take Miuden; 

_._ a treachetouB peasant pointed out to the French a (brd acrosa the 

W«*er from whii^h they could attack the town on the weaker aide. 

,a the Prussian General Zoatrow perceived the enemy to be 

ime aide of the river as the town, he aet fire to the hay 

to prevent its falhog into his hands ; but De BrogUe drove 

men who endeavoured to execute that aarvlce, nnd enti 

irk with them in the rear, which enabled them to Uke 

Ipwn by assault, where a gan-isnn of 1600 men and General Zastrow 

1e prisiiuera, and where immense mignzines of liay aud cum 

he hands of the French. D'ArmontiCreB likewise attempted 

Iflnater by a coup-de-main, but failed in tlio attempt with 

; nevertheless he did not desiat ; be brought Up 

in from Weael, and after a short siege made himself master of 

the city on the S5th of Jaly, when a garrison of 4000 men became 

prisiineTS. The Regency uf Hanover, alarmed at the progress of 

the French arraa, again sent off their Oiancery to Stade. from 

whence in case of necessity it might be shipped to England. In 

the mean lime (hey exerted themselves to obtain men for Prince 

Fenliaaail'B lamy, wiio still continued loTtrtivte. 'ftxem'ii'& -htb, ^ai^.«& 

hf a eau/i-iti-maia by four reKimontft oi ^tbo;^ \cSa.\«.TS- "^^ 

BMgAonB at Oanabarg also fe\l into iVieu: \\n.iii». "^s "fea^pa » 



[iruMliiNl UUoktbiirg, auil Cbntwlu* vruo'il tlio W*wa-, St. G 
at th« nini tlma ubMrvinic lUmsIn uid tltnovn'. On iLd ivh 
Bninawiek ■nMiujwd kt 8tol«niau on tha rivir Wntr. uid or UW 
SOth momA hU Mni|i tn I*ctenihB|t«n mt tlui Wmst, >n(] iI*CmIM4 
the b«reditU7 1'Flneo to [•■Iblwka, Mit a( whIoA hfl drorc tha Prmrir, 
Mid nroecodsa up to I(1inH],whi^ra In w» Jaliiod byUvnanI I>fv«i*4 
wll'i likd rxlakail OwiBburjt, wid cimrtd all lliat nulglilHiurluiiNluf di* 
mcray'* ii«rilB». Tliu I'rineii now flmul IiIiiimIF at Kireliltii((«ru U 
)iam|i«r hi* advgrMrf'i cdinmunloliDti with Hulflrbom. 






ThiKSa 
mjlil liTnilnr thu KrwiHi fruiii tntiinn iip w 
tnratii of H»niiv»r. frinpe rnrdinanif th«i*fiir" 

aliiml armj' in t)irti« nuiumnt fmm FvlaT«lia|[«iaiiil< 

a tnnntM uii the Hrht, noar Mtllo, tlis rlllapiof {''ri'li. -.-.... t, i,,^.,.. 
th*lirft,andlh»a'ir Nnrdliammarnand HnlthauMn irifniit. licuint 
Wanni'nhelin with firtam bbtialiona, nln«tMn (qiiadrnna. and a lirt 
Sftdo of h«a*]' arttllar)', wa* dotached Mmawliat W the lolt, b«b1il 
tha flllaj[a of TliomliaaKn, wiilch was fi«Elflad wiih X'liir ri'it^uhu 
and dufuflJiid by two hnttollrm*. Cnlinml liucliiu'r > ' ' t' 

vnrtan liuHan and ttiii liiltnll'in* nf jtr<inBdh<» uii 
ntlrki<liiiri[, rill tbn ntlirr iilitx nf tlin Wnur, b^ ..l».' 
InMiln ODnimnndijrl hr th" idilirt rl« BriiKlic, wh" i 
of a datooliiiiimt to ofiwirre Daiiabptven and Miii'!' n i 
■nfiy worn ■noani|ii!d iu a itranitiHiiiltian, hating Miii'I'-ri on th-rifftit, 
- —wp hiil nn tlio inft, and lh« Torfrmoor, a moraM, In fpont TW 
I iito murh mora oompact Ihan tha allin g for liw)' did not oBg n ff 
— of aborn thraa mil**, whnraaa Ilulw Farillnanrl'ii fnrpc »r 
'HttlnlM* tiunnlnomllaafhmi tha V/mr-r"- '<■"■■ ■"■ — 
waano pnHlhlllty, therofiini. for him toattanit thi'tn - ' 
•noctrwln tMipaaitinn. Ilia iihjMt wan obvloualyt" 
tbalr po«t InU tha plain, hut tha ninvi>ni<inU no<»'" 
war* v*rT liaurduua. 'Hie npsratintia therefiira of I ' 
(o brine ft abnnt will Imftmnd tadla|JlayBpanMnlIllJi' 
Em<a*In tlie art of war, and porhapa thora i* ii'> u. 
rntilijl) ao eompletii and flnlahM a* Ida maiiQmvr'i 
Tha Frencli wdfb not InatiaiitiiB to hb niofani' ti' 
oonodl of war, tho roauit bebii that thoy fall e.v\i>i 
annro that waa laid for thnm, whl«h vaa tii loava tl.. 
wIvaiKia to atuok tha Prloea In tha poallinn Ii>- 
Tlip}' aao thn alliad army, aa Ihav tlinnjflii, divl<l< i 
and aeciirdlntiy Contada* onltn'od I>» Uniglla li> i- ,< 
nf tha i-iviT, raaidvlng to allaok tho riirji* nndor i.< 
haliR, whioli aannioil at Iihi j^roal a diatanca n-i'm ' 
Mfmy tn b# auniiurtad, 11* onnaldorad that If tin 
eoaM It wu obvluaa they m\tfhl p\fcM ft\wwr"\-"- 
fn^liun<l Bnd tho Waaer, atvS *mV <fl V\» MWim^"' 

*»vJk<i up fh>m !U OMnp tA W\niim \wa»V \« tOim co\™««,»A i:»m> 



HirnniK. ' 
le JcMiDi; 
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(the rivnlet or BarU, tliat mm uiung llie nioniMi aBd fuUa juto tlie 
Wtser At MiodeD, hy nineleeii btidgea, which >ln> aaaured tlieni 
a rrtcett. ArriTin^ st iU place of dcstioiitian aboat midaighl, 
Contadps formed it in order at battle, part bnpting ThomhauHUi. 
where Wangenlitrim waB poAled, and part froutuig Hilkt. Tlie two 
irin^ coiuiated of infantrj', the cavnlrjr being itatEoued id the centre. 
This diapoeition haa been rej^dnl ai conli-ary to all the rules of 
Mn, aod waa always regarded as tlie great vice of the Fronoh dispo- 
ti6aa at Blenheim. 
On the lilt of August, at llirco in the morning, the PreDoli began to 
joade Dnke Ferdinand'H quarten at Hdle on his extreme right. 
B batter)' of six guue wliieb they liad Taieed during the night at 
lb* djlu) of Eiclibarn on tlie Barts. The Duke forthwith cansed ivro 
— 1» to ad*ance to Hille, willi orders tu the officer in command there 
hfend himself well while lie caused General Gieson to attack the 
•■•■»'■ post lit Eickhorsl. This service was successfully performed, 
Wtdiua Prince of Anhalt moved up his corns to tlie vilUge of Halen, of 
sb be took possession, and here eataliliihed the right of the posilian 
r of tlie battery. Two deserters came into Duks Ferdinand's 
■Mnp and revealed the enemy's moTemaa Is ; consequently, now appre- 
bndiDg their design, he sent advice of it tu Wsngeoheini at three ia 
^■^ ■ g. The Duke da Broglie's corps ivas formed at four o'clock, 
tiDg tile attack a|>peared before ThanihauBEOi, expectiog to 
ftnae Wangenheim'e eorjiH, and thus penetrate between it and 
allied army. De marched forward with great contidence ; but as 
1 aa he had guned on eminence which lay along hia front, he waa 
lek with the utmost sorpriee, when, inatiuid of a few poets weakly 
gMfded, lie beheld ih^ whole army of the allies drawn up in com- 
~ ' ' nler, extending from the banku of the Weser quite to the 
in IWmt of the old camp of the French. The allied forces had 
ki&ct received orders in the night to maroh forward through the 
great wood, and had done so unnoticed by the French, and had 
ftrmed oa Minden heath riglit shoulders forward, a body of German 
kralry preserving the oommunication with General Wangenheim. 
"In Dake de BmgUe liad been effectually checked in his advance by 
boHerj of thirty guns wliich had be«n prepared fur his reception, 
nder the direction of Count Lippe-Biickeburg, the grand master of 
M Mtillei7, which wbh served with admirable effect nnder his own 
■ad direalion. De Broglie immediately sent to Cuntades for 
' rcemcDte. It was now ^out five or six iu the morning, and 
Ferdinand having resolved la anticipate the attack, the allied 
Ij was pat in motion. The Prince of Bevem was directed to 
dl the left of the French position. The British troops under 
Drd George Sockville were on the right wing, and were advanced so 
A to llireaten the enemy's eectro. The French cavalij', as has been 
stated, composed the entire centre of their line. As soon, there- 
fore, as these saw tlie hostile infantry approaching they assuled 
tbnio oa tiU sides. Six rcginienta ol m\wi Wi^MiVrj ,iDa.'^|^*uA.'Vl 
"—o battalioaa of Hanoverian goarils, w\l,\v Hia aji tA s.i^Q-w'iA'&^s* > 
_,( „„,y ^^ ^^ shock, ol dw SlIMW^ BM^i™*™* vs^ 
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gendarmerie, but alMoluteljr broke the whole body that advaneed 
aj^ainst them, who were utterly thrown back by the ezertioiM of the 
British and Hanoverian foot, whcae behaviour on this day wm 
valiant and courageous to a degree that was never perliapa as- 
ceedcd. The Hessian cavalry, with some regiments of Hdaferin and 
Prussian dragoons, who were posted on the left of the fWtwh, did 
sdm good service. Contades, on returning to the centre of hia anay, 
ordered a battery and some infantry to take this nllant body of 
f<jot in the rear, but neither these nor a charge of the Freodi eaval^f 
under the Count de Cologne could shake the firmness of the aanolL 
By half-past eight they had driven sixty squadrons of eavalij ost of 
the field. In vain did they attempt to rally, the eontinoal firOy aidad 
by that of their artillery, prevented them from again looking Aii 
eorps of infantry in the face. The allied cavalry nndor Geaefal 
Sporcken advanced against them and drove them oompletely 
The British cavalry under the Biarquis of Granby at thk 
were posted at a considerable distance from the first Una^ and 
divided from it by a scanty wood that bordered on the haatfci 
The British infantry had stood the reiterated charges of the naaj 
successive bodies of horse that were brought against them with 
a resolution and steadiness which could not be exceeded. Thw 
endured four separate assaults, and in the end cut to dioeea aal 

pted to B 



entirely routed two brigades of infantry, who attempt 

up to assist the French cavalry attack. Waldegrave's and Kliiflilajli 

regiments mnst distinguished themselves in this encounter. 

At this period of the action the Prince sent orders to Lord Goo^fi 
Sackville, who commanded the whole British force, to advanea «ni 
the British horse, which, if it could have charged the enei^ at 
this instant of their retreat, would have been of immenao anal; 
but whether the orders were not clear, as said Lord Gaorga^ ir 




I whether the perscmal courage of Sackville was in fanlt, 

more general opinion, he would not at any rate nnderataad tlia 
Duke's wishes and the critical moment passed away. In the 
while the French cavalry formed again, supported by the 
i infantry. Colonel Fitzroy was sent once more to Sackvilloy to 
i him to advance. Lord George replied, ^ This cannot be, would hi 
have me break the line t" The aide-de-camp answered, " My oidMi 
j are positive, that the French are in disorder, and here is a g^oriaM 
I opportunity for the English cavalry to distinguish itself." Lord Gaoni 
I said the orders given him by the different messengera ^ai^mL 
^ Perhaps they may," said Colonel Fitzroy, ** but their 
tion is the same — to the U/t, forward." Lord George atill 
but Granby immediately spurred forward until he waa 
by Lord George to halt, wliile he went himself to Prinee FerdlaaBii 
and having received the order from his own mouth, he at Ifl^^ 
pn>ceeded to obey it ; but now it was too late to do any aervioi^ Mi 
the British cavalry lost all share in the glory of the actioii. Tht 
British infantry still advanced, though checked for a mooMBlJf 
the Saxon infantry, who were however rapidly driven 
flight of the whole French cavalry had made a large gap in 
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ft tlio tiaiik nf thoir infantry m> oxpof^od (lint, aidod by tho 
i-rian iiifruitry, tlir Hritish wrro ncain tMiaMo«I (o pii^h for- 
vith vigour, ADiI iiltiniAtrly micc«t(I«m1 in rfpollinp tho Vvfuch 
ixoiiH, nn<i t.'ikins; (-'I'^hx cnns. Tins was tho criticil moment 
tlu^ advance of thi^ Hritii^h cavalrv would have l>oon so 

w 

nnt. 

inu nil tliiM tinio tho risht winp «>f tho allies, under the l*pine« 
i-rii, had nilvancod \«ith at* much order an Micet^HH. Tho Pnifl- i 
lleHsian. and Hnnovorian cavalry |>rinci|villy diMinp:uiHhefl 
•Ives here: iln*y dr(»v«' tho Kn-noh completely hack, and mado 
ro hri:»ade pris(»ners. Still advancing, ihoy met the roinforco- 
Hont hy Contadi-H, anil j»ushod them hack. One French Pegi- 
tpenod all its fire on n regiment of l^nisHian cavalry, hut they 
tly fnrmeil, charp'd, nn<l took ton pioe«^H of cannon and two 
K. Ily eleven oVlock tin* \*h«ilo Fn^nch army was heaten; and 
rps <»f Do Hmjjlie alone remained in any dojjree of order. Ho 
lied to oannonailo, hut his infantry could not attack Wanj^n- 
whose earthworks were ft»un«l impn^j^nnhle. Tho I>uko, how- 
vas now ohli^eil to ({uit the field, and made a f;ood front to 
the retn'Ut ot the rest. It was mainly to the spirittHl and wclU 
1 effortH of this corps, though pursued hy tho English honio 
ry, that the French army ({uittod tho field in giMMl or<lcr. 
wvrr pursued (>veii to tho ramparts of Minden, tho piWHeKsioii 
i*h still r<-niain<Ml to them. Tho hattlo was now over, and was 
lonourahio to thf? comnuinder of the allies, liy a simple movo- 
in ailvanct* towards the enemy's ))osition in the night b<*foro 
ttl(>, he hail roineilied tli(> fault in his own, of which (.Vmtaden 
*epar(>d to take advantage, and tho holdnt^sa of tho attack which 
liately followed decided the day. The Fn^ich had untiuestioii* 
>st tho honour of it, and missed the stroke which tliov had in- 
I; they had likewise lost a great numhor of men. Now after 
;lit discord hroko out in both armies. Contados nccustMl Do 
o of having lost the hattlo hy ho^inning the attack too s«tnn: a 
if memorials issued from tin* French press on either side, and 
tions of cowardice and perfidy wore freely thrown hack m\ ono 
•r. In tho enil 1)(; llroglie, who had his victory (»f liergen 
port him, overcanu* and superseded hia adversary. The dis- 
IIS in ]<)M;;land wore more violent and of longer duration. Tho 

of public opinion, both in tho camp and in tho court and city 
tno, was gt'iierally against Lord (ieorge Sackville. I*rineo 
wind studiously omitted his name, and introduced that of 
■ raiiby in his address to tho army, and in his dispattdi after 
ttlo. A oourt-nuirtial was demanded, and Sackville returned 
;land to face and bnive a degree of obhM|uy which, after llyng*ti 

was more terrible in tho eyes of most oflicors than all tho 
jid dangers of a battle. Tho cotirt -martial was not af)point4'<l 
> following year, after much diflicnlly in naming a ))i'esi(h'nt, 
imi> interruption from parliamentary and courtly ))arty spirit, 
ccusod is roproHontod as showing neither humility n»»r timidity 

behaviour beforo his judg(>s ; and tho dictatorial tono ho 
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OMumed to the court-mArtial, which wu more sailed lo a member 
of tho court than to a priBoner before it, from the quiokiieee and 
spirit of his replies, excited the remark, that** an iaatant of eaah 
resolution at Minden bad established his eharaoter for •▼•r.*' At 
length he was pronounced K^ilty of disobeying the oirden of Prinae 
Ferdinand, whom by his commission and instructions he mm bomid 
to obey, and dechired unfit to serve His Majeo^ in way mUitttfy 
capacity whatever. 

The strength of the two armies in the battle waa nearij eqaaL 
between (M),000 and 70,000 each ; but so sure had Priaoe FmMoaati 
been of a victory, that he had written direotions to Ootonel Fnjti^ 
one of his partisans, that he should beat the Freoeh the next diji 
and should hold him responsible for the escape of any part of tlw 
baggage. Accordingly this partisan at the head of hia li^t trom 
got possession of all the equipages of the Marshal de Oontadei m 
the neighbourhood of Detmold, together with a part of the mililHy 
chest and some papers of the utmost oonsequenee. 

There was, however, nothing decisive in the day of Minden. The 
casualties of the allied army were trifling, not exeeeding ISOO fin 
killed and wounded, but the enemy might have repaired their kMMi^ 
(which, however, were said to have amounted to 8000 UUed and 
wounded, and thirty guns, with many standards.) and they might 
even have regained the advantageous position fhim whioh in an afil 
hour for their glonr they had descended. But in the daring ||Un of 
his higlmess, the hereditary Prince had been jadidoaaly deteohed 
with a considerable force on the 28th of July, towards LQbbeka^ to 
attack a large body of the French, under the Duke ci Briesae^ whlek 
was strongly posted near Gohfeld, having the river Werra in hli 
front, and his right extending to the salt-pits. In this advantageoM 
position he was attacked by uie hereditary Prince with great vivaelty 
and address. His highness was obliged to cross the nver to aaki 
this attack, but as he had only two small bridgee to paae aoae 
10,000 men, a portion of them dashed into the stream and waded M^ 
so as to lose no time in getting up, which they aooompliahed by di^ 
break, and fell upon their enemy totally unprepared to eapeet thenk 
The French were totally routed with the loss of aix guna, and a 
considerable loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, whilat tho kMi to 
the assailants did not exceed AOO men. This blow rendered the 
atfuir at Minden more decisive; all the passee through whleh the 
French could draw their provisions were now seound; and the 
enemy, cut off from their magazines, were compelled to retreat, and 
sacrifice all the advantages tliey had acquired. Dake Ferdinand 
lost no time in improving these advantages: Minden waa ■ammonsJ 
by General Bock and capitulated, and the Prince now, lenHng n 
garrison there, marched to Hervorden. The French army raimd 
on (-ussel, and on the 23Kd arrived at Oldendorf,saoriflcing DetmeU, 
where were the military chest and the equipages of GontMM, Oaaldt 
BriHHae, &c., with papers of the utmost conseqaenee^ nlw thrir 

Mtnital and a garrison of 800 men, all of which were taken hj the 
I. The Prince of Holstein with the Prussian eatiby 
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a IwttAUon of tho Fn^iicli Kitif^'M |p*enA(lioni on itn march, and larg« 
BarriminH in Mnrpurg and Zingfinhagon wnro aliio oaptunx). The 
Diikn wnn nnvnrthohtM tiimhlo to f(iv» am yot tho aid ho doMirod to 
iN*nd t<» tho Kinf( of PniHuia, who wan aorordingly loft to atrugglo 
aloiio with HuMNianH, AuHtriann, ImporiuliBtiiy and S Woden. 

20. IUttlk of ZduAVMAV ou Palziu. 

Tho plan of Frodoriok*ii onomioH for thiii oainpaifni waa exaotly 
alniilar to that of tho lant. Tho liuaHianii with a poworfiil army were 
to advanco on Frankfort on tho Odor, whoro th<*y wore to bo joined 
liy 1A,000 or 20,(MN) AtiNtrianii, who with thoir main army were to 
ooYrr liohomia and Moravia and await tho conmo of oveiita. The 
Imporiiilinta wore to approach tho Klho and attack DnMden. To 
oppowi thoNO thn King hnd an army of 00,(M)0 men, |»oNt«d ohii^fly hi 
Hih*ma; anothor army iindor Prinoo iiotn*y oppoiicd that of the 
Ktnpirn in Saxony ; and a third waa aiwomhled in I'omerania, under 
Genornl Wo<lol, dontinod to art againHt tho JiuMaiaim. Frodorick 
remdvod to rpniain on tho dofonaivo until tho approach of tho onotny 
inado it nocoMary for him to act, for all hia forciw put tf>gitther did 
not rxciHMt 100,000, whoroan hin opp<m^nta numhtfrod at least lStO,000. 

Tho liuMianH Hn*t UwU, tho flold. Count Formor, who commanded 
their army, paaiiod tho Vintnla on the 20ih of April, and advanced 
gradually towarda l*0Hf»n ahimt tho middlu of May. The King re- 
Molvod to oppoNo tho progrtmn of tho RuMiianN in Poland rather tlian 

Iirnnit thorn to advanno umnoloHtod to tho Odor, as they liad done 
ant yoar, and accordingly ho ansotnhled 8A,000 mon at Landabergi 
to opt)cM(« thn 40,000 that ( !ount Fffrmor had at Poaen. Aft(*r varioua 
marrlirit and nlight affkirn in which tho Rumiiann continually proiaed 
ii|K>n thfir right flank, tho PruHriians foil liaok to ZUIliohau, and 
wem diri*cthig tholr coumo to KrosNon ; both armica trying to get 
flrat to tho Odor to niako good thoir paaaago over it On the 2&d 
of July ('ount Soltikow marohfd his troops at break of day, atill 
iH'aring on tho right of tho PniMJans; which wiso nianuiuvro made 
Uouorai Wodid ft*ar for his communications with Htlosia, forcing 
1dm to stiflor himsolf to hv ]>ushod out of the road t«i Frankfort, and 
to imgago in uniMpial conilmt on improiicr gnmnd, where he oould 
not fi»nu a lino, or make his cavalry, which was remarkably good, 
aot with offoct. 

1'lif* Ii4issian army, ^^^^<ffflO strong, were posted moat advan- 
tago4iUNly on an ominoncr, their right flank appuyf. on tho road 
which cut oflT tho PrtiMMinns frtmi Kross<«n, with tne village of Paliig 
behind thoni ; tho ground in fhmt was a sort of stiu*p glacis leading 
abruptly towardn a llttin rivulot in tho bi»ttom, but waa so broken 
with sniall woods which provontod groat formations that they 
einild only bo attacked in their centre by sniall detachmonla. A 
h(*avy battery of cannon flnnkeil all approach U|Mm tlieir right wing, 
and two heavy battories commandod tho whole of the ground on 
their right contre. Tho acticm communeed at about two o*olook. 
(ieneral Wedol niarelied his army in two oohtmns, ono towarda Kay 
and ono towards Mose. Tho hi«ads of tho Prussian oavalry oolnmm 
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advaucins to force the passes charged the Russian honw and thnv 
them back on their infantry, and the mam attack in the mean timt 
passed tlie bridge, and defiled near Kay, and formed. The batterisi 
made a prodigious havoc on the assailants, who were obliged to bt 
continually relieved by fresh troops. After the cannonade had ooa* 
tinned au hour, the fire of musketry began^ and the ProHian van- 
guard was repulsed, but the attack of the columns waa ao deqtenta 
that they advanced three times, receiving continual reinlbvoMneati 
through the wood, until at length they were forced to fidl baok with 
considerable loss. General Manteufel with six battaliona adTinosd 
about four o'clock against the right centre of the Rnaaian pontioB, 
attacked the batteries and took forty pieces, bnt the Pnisdant eonid 
not, from the nature of the ground, bring their artiUaxj to act: th«j 
were obliged to do every thing with the musket al<mey and thegr woe 
crushed by the Russian batteries above them. Manteolel was 
wounded and carried off the field, and his troops were foreed to give 
way, and were pursued by General Demisoow with two zeginMnti 
of horse. General Wedel ordered up four regimenta of cavaliy, who 
at first drove all before them, but were compelled bv the heavy fin 
of artillery to retire again on the main body. An attack of oavaliy was 
also made on the left flank of the Russians at the villaffe of Neikwii 
but General Todleben set it on fire so that they oouM not advanee 
any further, aud were at length, about seven in the evenings obQgad 
to reti*eat on all sides, followed by the Russian cavalrj and U^ 
troops. 

The Prussians are said to have lost in this battle above 9000 meDi 
and 1300 horses, killed aud wounded, which shows that thqr feo^ 
with vigour and firmness ; aud this loss was enhanced by the death 
of General Wobersnow, a soldier of great activity and talent, and 
much lamented for his many good qualities by the whole anqr* 
The loss of the Russians was 900 killed, including G^eral DemSaeow. 
and above 4000 wounded: their trophies were foorteen pieoea of 
cannon and many standards. 

The King had given General Wedel orders to attack the RnaMH 
wherever he could find them, if he could not by any other maam 
prevent their junction with a corps of 20,000 Auatriana^ nndw 
General Loudon, who was advancing to Frankfort on the Oder It 
join Soltikow. But the Prussian Greneral, instead of giving betti% 
should have kept about Frankfort as long as he waa abloy and then 
have taken up some position about Guben, thus to prevent the 
junction till the King could arrive, who could never be above one 
day behind the Austrians. Loudon in fact arrived at FkmnkfcKl 
the eighth or ninth day after the battle, with 18,000 men, and lorty- 
eight pieces of artillery; and on the same day, the 8rd of Angoili 
the Russians arrived there also and joined him, bridgee being eet^ 
blished across the Oder to unite the two oampa. When Mmhal 
Daun detached Loudon, he ordered Greneral Haddiok with 11,000 
men to advance into Lusatia, to cover the mardi to FranUbcli 
which having been accompUahedy that General eetabUehed liiiiNilf al 
^-uben. 
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In the mean while General Wedel also passed the Oder after the 
battle, and retook Krosscn. The King ordered Prince Henry to 
move his force to Sagan, on the Bober, where he arrived on the 
28tli of July. The King, fearing that General Haddick nnght make 
another expedition to Berlin, quitted Landshut where he had all this 
time remained face to face with Daun, and travelled with only an 
titoort of hussars to Sonimei*feld, where he arrived on the 1st of August. 
Since the beginning of the war few advantaj^es had been ever ob- 
tained by the enemy in the field, except where the King was not 
personally present, and in this prestige he now determined to collect 
his best troops, unite them with the broken army of Wedel, and 
drive the enemy out of the country. He first resolved to beat up 
Haddick in his front, who was preparing to march on the 2nd with 
his corps to Anruth, and taking him by surprise, drove him back 
with the loss of the greatest part of his bnggage, and forced him to 
retreat across the Ncisse towards WeiHsbach. The King marched 
on, and on the 4th reached Muhlrose, on the Spree, where he united 
himself with Wedel's army. Finding himself still too weak to oppose 
the united Austrian and Russian force, he recalled General Finck's 
corps, who had orders to quit Saxony to strengthen the army on the 
Oder, and who arrived at Hoyerswerda on the 6th. By these means 
the King raised the strength of his army to 43,000, but he was op- 
posed to an united force of at least 60,000, and Soltikow and Loudon 
bad intrenched themselves on the banks of the Oder, and were pre- 
pared to defend their position with a prodigious number of cannon. 
Nevertheless, it became absolutely necessary for him to fight. Detach- 
ments from Daun's army already threatened Berlin. Saxony, which 
was now exposed, had become a prey to the Imperialist army. The 
Austrians were actually encamped in Silesia, the very country of his 
desire. His difficulties, his hopes, all his circumstances were such, 
that raslmess even could hardly dictate any thing, which, in the 
King's condition, might not be deemed prudence : from the multitude 
of enemies around him he was neither able to consult times nor 
seasons. One thing alone cheered him, the account of the battle of 
Minden. He therefore determined to give battle to the enemy at 
all hazards, and for this purpose he moved on, and on the 10th 
ordered bridges to be thrown over the Oder, at Heitwein, between 
Labus and Custrin, it being impossible to cross where he then 
stood, being too near the enemy. On the 11th the whole army 
passed by two bridges, one of boats, and one of pontoons, and the 
cavalry through the fords, and marched to Bischofiisee, about two 
miles from the Austrian well-fortified camp. 

27. Battle op Kunvrsdobf. 

The Prussians got under arms between two and three o'clock on 
the morning of the 12tli of August, and advanced in three columns 
into tlie fir woods, on the enemy's left, in which they formed up 
in order of battle. It was ten or eleven o'clock before the action 
began. The Russians occupied some high ground in front of 
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Frankfort, resting their right ahnost on the brnks of the Oder; 
an abattis corered tiie flank : and a strong line of hitrniwhiiHinti HMl 
along their front, passed the Spitzberg on whieh was a beftTj battary, 
and turned back sharp on a right angle near a mill on the lefL Tin 
King's intention was to attack the fronts rear, and left flank of tUs 
position. He ordered Finck's corps to advance aod dimw aU tbt 
attention of the enemy on their right centre, while his diwigii, mm Is 
attack the left wing in an oblique positioii* The heal was opp te>» 
sive, the attacking troops had had a rery ahoirt night's vast, aod tiM 
march was unexpectedly impeded by large ponds, so that tins msn 
were obliged to make long detours, by which they wefe nuMk 
. fatigued, and much time was lost before the attaek eomMfinned. At 
length the Prussian right attack got throupfa the wood, and fonned 
up in a line directly opposite to the Rnssian intreochmentfc TIm 
cannon were brought into position, and a violent cannonade was i^ 
mediately opened. The Russians answered this by tlie Ai« of a 
hundred cannon which they had posted on thor leifc wiag. An eoon 
as the King thought he had gained an ascendancy of fireii tlw ] i*i W M 
sian infantry were sent forward to storm the lines under G s n s t al 
Schenkendorf. Here at first only a single regiment of grsnadiii 
were posted, who after a short resistance were obliged to ntian^ 
Prince Galitzin, however, who commanded this flank, ordered tve 
regiments from the first and second line to advance, auj^orted by 
twu uther regiments, to make front across the camp. They ihonlt 
in fact, have brought up at once their van, their reserve, and ths 
whole of London's Austrians, who were resting quite idle behind 
their right flank, to form columns eight or ten lines deep ; for ths 
front was narrow, not exceeding 700 yards. The Pmssian^bo n ww; 
went forward in the face of shot which fell thiek aroiHid then^ 
valiantly climbed over the works erected in this qnarter, and gM|g 
on in double quick time charged the batteries with flned bayonet^ 
and captured seventy pieces of artillery ; and though tl^y Mid n^ 
fared greatly in the attack, they now formed line right acroM tlw 
Russian position, against which they likewise brought «p a gnat 
quantity of artillery. The enemy were completely dnven haekt and 
sought safety towards the churchyard of Kuncvsdorf. One r^gt 
ment was thrown back upon another until they were aU in a |wap 
on the hill called the Jttdenberg. It was now nearly sis o'ekek, 
and the Prussians were in possession of all the Bnssian battartaa 
of the left wing, amounting to -180 cannon. The vietory appswed 
decisive, and messengers were sent off to annoonoe it to Ae QjasM 
at Berlin : <* Madam, we have driven the Roasiana firam tiMir in- 
trenchments. In two hours expect to hear of a glorious ▼ietoiy.'* 
During the action the Prussian Greneral Wunsoh £id taken f^rank- 
fort, and all the Russian baggage in it ; so that their amy h^ 
in truth no retreat but over a bridge a little above tliat %BmUf 
across which such an army in defeat could never lianre pasMd. Hap^ 
pily for the enemy they now did, vrhen it waa almoat too h4bB^ tiMt 
which they should have done at first (general 
th his Austrians, and stepped the viotoriens 
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y iiiuny n^^iiiuiiitH of llnHHiuiiH and AuHtriuiiH forniud Hev(*i'al 
I acroHH tlio eaiiip, and a^aiiiHt tluH ^roat inaHH all thu uifortH of 
I'l'iiHHiaiis w<!re powrrlcHH. TIkj victory now depended on taking 
Spitzbei'^, a hill which connnandud the whole of the Jiuhman 
centre. TIuh waH repeatedly attacked hy the PrnHHianH, but 
1 not ho taken ; and I<*inek, who attempted to Htonii another 
ion of the line n<*ar his l(;ft, exhauHted in vain the Htrength 
lie Holdiern agaiuHt it. The I'ruNHianH f;reatly diniinished in 
berH by tiiiMr repeated attacktt, fatigued with the uuconiinoii 

and the length of the action, and, as it alwayB happens after 
ig and olmtinate engagement, thrown into nmcli diHorder, wero 
in turn obliged to give way. SuHtainod all along by their ea- 
fy them; now attempted once moro to aHHail the RuHHian poution, 
the Hcience of Seydlitz wjih in thin intttanco of no avail. The 
nd did not permit th(;m to act with vigour and advantage; they 

moreover confronted by Count Romanzow at thu head of tho 
lian horHe, while Trinco JjubomirNki and I'rinco WolkowHki, 

H(>V(>ral n'gimentH, wheeled round upon the flank of the J*ru8- 
lineH. S(;ydlilz wtiH wounded, many of the cavalry fell into thu 
kvliich hiul been formed agaiuHt their attack, and tlie frightful 
large of hand-grena<l(iM amoiigHt the horiie completed the rout. 
[;e Kugcne of Wurtemburg woh wouiidttd ; (ieneral Pulkannuer, 
(; head of the white liUHHarH, wan killed ; Finck and llUJHen were 
wounded. The King did all that was poHHible to bring hU troopn 
order, and expoHed himwdf ho nnich that ho had two liurHCH 
1 under him : Iuh c(»at waH riddled with ball, and a inuiiket-ball 
•ruHlied a gold etui in hiu waiHtcoat-pocket. lint all wau now in 
The men were ho fatigued they could not advance, ito that hia 
Hty waH obliged to onler the retreat, and abandon all tho 
iita^t^H he liad gained. In these two last battles the I'rusHians 
U),(M)0 hurs da a/iiJHif, and 200 pieccH of artillery ; but the Ruh- 

and AuHtriauH also Huifered numt severely, so ilnit Soltikow in 
ig to the FjUipreHH rtunarked, *' Thu King of i'ruMHia is accus- 
1 to Hell drfeatH at a dear i*ate, and if I gain another uuch 
[•y^ 1 Hhail have to bring the news of it myself with my truncheon 
r hand." 

fu<;itivoH collected near liiHchofHHCti and marched tho same 
a<;roflH the Oder near Reitwein where the King continued Home 

; but on the approach of (ileneral lladdick his Majesty thought 
ident to takt; Home advantiig(>ouH camp to liinder the <*neniy*H 
leing into lirandenburg towardH Jieriin, and accordingly on the 
he nmrehed Iuh tr(M)pH by Lebus to Ma<liitz, and on tlie lUth to 
:<mwal(h>. lie nent to Herlin, Stettin, and (!uHtrin for guns, 

1 (Jleneral Kleint with r>0(N) men from Dohna's c(»rpH, and 
;ht back (ieneiul WuuHch from the otlutr side of Frankfort, 
e mean while bin enemieH n^mained irresolute and inactive, plun- 
[; and ravaging the country in th(tir usual way. (^mnt Soltikow 
n interview with MarHhal J)aun at Gnben on the 22ud; but tlie 
!s could not unite, for the Russians ha<l no supplies but what ^' 
'iaiiH could furnish ; and they could ouly assist tliem for a 1 

f. II X 
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time, so that both armiet remained idle in their CMn|Ni till ike IMi of 
September. 

Frederick was astonished at this inaotiTitj, and it was said that 
Daun bitterly reproached Soltikow for it, but ho reAorted idlh 
equal acrimony : ** I have already woo two battlsiy and now wail 
to hear of your having gained two, for it is not fair thai tbo 
troops of the Empress, my mistress^ should do overj tUng." 
The same ill-feeling existed amongst the offioera of tho ivo amne^ 
and even at Vienna, where they accused Soltikow of a diskifiliwai 
tion to support the Cfinfederates. But at St. Potersbmrg the M- 
joicings for these victories were beyond all bounds. SoUihow was 
raised to the rank of Field-Marshal, and a command waa given to 
Prince Galitzin ; the Lieutenant- Generals reoeired tho OrdoF of BL 
Andrew ; and each private soldier got six months' pay aa a bomiliV. 
Marshal Loudon received a gold sword enriched with diamwins 
from the Empress Elizabeth, and each regiment of AustriaM that 
had shared in the battle had a present of 5000 rubles. The Gnrina 
also caused a medal to be struck in oommomonUion oC tho dsjj and 
sent waggon-loads of them to be distributed among the soldiara. 

But Frederick, though differently employed, waa not inaetiv*; tm 
the night of the battle he had not 6000 men remaining ; bat ho «al 
now lUready again at the head of 28,000. In his nnt fit of de- 
spondency after the battle, he had dispatched ordors to tho OoB- 
mandants of Torgau, Wittemberg, and Dresden to eapitdato^ if thsj 
were attacked, on such favourable tenna as might savo tho milifMj 
chests and troops. He had now recovered himself and waa im ft 
position not only to protect the Electorate of Brandonbnig, hot 
also to send off Greneral Wunseh with his cofpa to tho tmkttam^ 
Dresden. 

28, The Imperialists take Dbksdbi. 

The Imperial army under the Duke of Zweybrildun ma, hiV- 
ever, before him. Their first effort was made on LslpnOy tiio Con- 
mandant of which, General Hansen, not being able to asfand an opaa 
town, capitulated, and was allowed to withdraw his men* fifwri 
Klefeld appeared before Torgau, which was protected Iw a iwB« 
part and walls, but not regularly fortified ; it waa now defenasd hj tha 
brave Colonel Wolffersdorf. On being summoned, with a thnafc to 
bum Halle, Quedlinburg, and Halberstadt, if he refoaBd, he lopUed, 
he had nothing to do with the threatened towns, but Uiat if tb^ vonld 
allow him a cessation of hostilities for six days, he wonld asnd Imt 
the King's orders. The object of the Colonel waa to gain tiase- toii 
before the end of the term the Prince of S^lberg airived with « 
forcement to the Imperialists and a nvmber Si gnna and 
Wolffersdorf repulsed the most serious attacks for sersn m 
da}'8, when he agreed to surrender. As the Pmsaiana wen lasri^g 
the place some of Prince Su^berg's snito endeaTovoed to inchMe IIimb 
to desert, saying to them, " Let every loval Saxon or anv nan liiilMgiM 
to the army of the Empire step out ; his Highness wiU pgoteet ^bSmr 

And I will shoot the first that atirs," said Coknaf WcUteldK( 
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iistiuitly o\t(Mi(lo(l on tlio piNmnd a HoUUor who hnti quittiMl tlie 
. Tlicn uiviii;; t\\o woril of coniinniid to IiIk troopn, ho criod out, 
CO nMuly," nnil turning to tho I'riiioo Hai<l, " Vour Ili^hiioHH hiw 
II tlio oupitiihition, an«l 1« thoroforo, iimko priHonoiv of voii mid 
01* i)ttoii<iiuits. liiilo thiH iiiHtunt into tlio town, or I will givo 
H to tiro." Stolhorjj wiw obhgod to comnly, and Wolfforsdorf 
\v\\ iiwuY hiH y;»rriHon. 

ttcinhtu'fr was now Ijohioj^imI : it wiw frnrmnuod by thnM* bat- 
H, onr ot which hud botMi t'onnod out of the Saxon rcgimonta 
had boon at Pirna, and tho Coniniandnnt thinking be could 
Iaci* oontidonoo in Nuoh a garrirton, acoepUMi tho toriUH on the 
if AufTimt, and withdn>w bin foroon out of the town, wbiln he 
lod to Maiigoburg. After tho nurrender of theno towiia tho 
riahHtN Net about the reduction of Drtniden. (\mnt Srhniettau 
It ill C'onunandant of tiiat city. Threntn and promiaoH were 
ed to, but iiad not the h>aMt etfeet on 8chniettau, though his 
ion wuH weak and he could place very little eonKdenre in it, 

the allioH around him, having bt><Mi rcinforc(«d, aniountinl to 
I) nion. hi this Nituation ho rt*ceived the Kiiig'H letter of the 
of Aui;ust fitnn Roitwein, and he thought hu ahould do his 
ci^n the bewt Her vice if ho could naTo the tr<M)|m of the gnrriiion 
ho luiiitary ebcHt containing live millions and a half of dollam, 
!ier with e<|uipnientM for !i}l,0(H) troopa. Ho began to negotiate 
they were on the point of bonibartling the town, and obtaino<i 
uiditions of l)eing ailowtnl to n*tiri^ with all tho honoun of war. 
icrefore concluded an nrnuHtice in tho ternm of the above con- 
H at nin(> o'clock on the evening of the 4tli of SepttMiibi^r, and | 
ted the word of honour of (ieneral Ma((uiro '^for tho fUlfll- 
of every nrticl(> of the capitulation acrt»rding to the import of 
itrdn niaile ii.se of, without the Nlightt^Nt ebicane.'* The conveu- 
• as hnnlly ratified by the Duke of Zweybrtlcken, when (ionoral 
ich, having united to IiIh own detachment the gnrriaonH of 
ie, Torgau, and Wittcniberg, arrived at tive in tho morning of 
h within iiv(> leagucH of the oitv. WiiuHch had aln*ady twice 
«ed (ieneral HrtMitano with tho ImporialiittM, in hia approarh to 
Icn, and having arrivi>d by foriHul mandii^a, bin men were ao 
«>d that he could not at once advance agaiiint the beidegeini, whom 
ind in poHseHsion of the gatcH ; but an yet ho know notliiag of tho 
tiation. Some otHccrN fif the garrinon, MHung Wniiach at the 

advised that, in dt'Hpitit of the tenuN, the AimtriaiiB aliould be 
1 away. Colonel IloHnian, tho Vici^-lVimmandaut, was of this 
•n, and determining to attempt n^aiNtaniv withoutoi*derH, mountcHl 
rHo and onlen'd tlie main guard to follow him. Captain Sydow 
he palace guard defended tin* capitulation, and n*fiiiHMl to follow 
HI which llotrman iired at him with a piNt<d, but niiaaed him; 
:eri*ation (>nMued, and lloinnan waa phot dtnid by Sydow *h men. 
> was nothing now left but Hurnmder, and Wnnrndi retn^ateil 
<<>sHiMihayn, whore ho encamped to roat hia men after 
CM they had undergone. 
) capitulation which had btuMi guaranteiHl in so aacrod a nuur 
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ner was broken in almost every particular, and the ganiaoa moit 
shamefully treated. The men were forced from the ranks to enter 
the Austrian service; the officers ill-treated, abused, stroek, and 
even killed; the Austrian Generals in command, Maqnire and 
Guasco, and the Austrian officers, forgetful of all prineiplea of 
honour and generosity, cried out, ''Shoot the dogs, fire on the 
canaille." The time allowed for leaving the town was hastened two 
days, but at length Schmettau was enabled to get the bett^ of 
all his difficulties, and to withdraw with his troops and his tressomi 
No commandant of a fortified town could have behaved better than 
General Schmettau did in the difficult position in which he was 
placed ; but the loss of Dresden so deeply mortified the Kbg, that 
he could never pardon the Commandant for the misfortone, not- 
withstanding that he had obeyed orders, and brought him the trea- 
sure for which he had expressed so much anxiety; aeeordmriy he 
removed Schmettau from the field of operations, and deprived Idm 
of his favour. 

With the fall of the capital Frederick's game in Saxony appealed 
to be lost, but the activity, intelligence, and resolution of Ghanand 
WuDsch revived his hopes. This officer now called in to his rein* 
forcement the corps of General Finck, and they nutrched tMether to 
Meissen and thence to Torgau, against which town General St. Anditf 
was advancing with 14,000 men. Upon their approaeh, Wunadi 
instantly attacked, fell on them with his cavalry, and brought ibnmd 
his infantry in front and flank, on which the whole Imperialist eoipi 
left their camp and fled into the woods. 

29. Phince Henrt re-establishes the Pbusbian AacsrDAiicr. 



It was from his brother. Prince Henry, that Frederick fint 
ceived assistance after his defeat. No sooner did the tidings of the 
King's disasters reach the Prince's camp at Schmottseifen than Iw 
prepared to support his Majesty either by forming a junctim witil 
him, or by taking the Austrians oif his hands. Prince Hearj had 
hitherto quietly maintained his position on the Silesian frontier^ 
enduring much ridicule from his enemies for his inactivity. Nov 
calling Fouquet from Landshut to the camp, and leaving him ts 
cover Silesia, Henry marched along the right bank of the Bober to 
Sagan, where he arrived on the 29th of August. On the same daj 
the King was at Waldau and Lubben opposite the Russians, to whoB 
it was his policy to keep close and have them always in sight 
This took his Majesty altogether in a contrary direction from Chs 
Prince, since the march of Soltikow and London was direeted 
to threaten Breslau, and the King to prevent it marched to Hen- 
stadt on the Bartel river, which was the direct road; and n 
long as his Majesty could occupy this pass no enemy conld go to 
Breslau without a long and difficult march through BMnaMOL Aa 
Prince Henry all this time could get no commnirieatinn with Ul 
brother, and did not know well what the Austrians were doing cr 
where they were. He accordingly detached ZietfMn along ths 
Bober towards Sprottau, from whom he learned that Dran was at 
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Trlibel. On the 3rd of September tlie Austrian army advanced to 
Sorau, and Ziethen, retiring before them to Sagan, crossed the bridge 
and joined Prince Henry. It was observed that the Austrian line of 
communication from the frontiers of Bohemia was exceedingly long 
(nearly sixty miles), and the Prince determined, instead of opposing 
them in front, to act on their line, which would necessarily force them 
to fall back. He accordingly quitted Sagan on the 6th, and marched 
behind t^ie Dober to Lauban, where he arrived on the 9th. General 
de Ville with a corps had boon left to protect this line at Mark 
Lissa, but immediately retired before Prince Henry's army, which 
gave the Prussians the opportunity of making a dash at the Austrian 
depdts at Friedland and Gabel in the Bohemian hills, which they 
completely ruined. This mancouvre obliged Marshal Daun to leave 
Lusatia and run back towards Bohemia : accordingly on the 0th he 
quitted Sorau and marched to Bautzen, whither De Ville had retired. 
Prince Henry now advanced to G5rlitz, and in his march General 
Krokow with 1000 Prussian horse came upon the rear of one of the 
Austrian columns, when he took about 200 prisoners and a great 
number of waggons. 

Both armies now continued some time in their camps. On the 
23rd of September Daun advanced without any apparent motive 
against the Prussians, and Prince Henry, as well to avoid the attack 
as to succour General Finck, who since the taking of Dresden had 
been Iiardly pressed by the Imperialists, resolved to march into 
Saxony. On the 23rd at night he quitted Giirlitz, and marched the 
whole night in the direction of Hulbau. When the Austrians looked 
about them in the morning their enemy was gone, and for two days 
they were uncertain what was become of them. Daun, deceived by 
the direction ho at lost found they had taken, believed the Prince 
was gone to Silesia, and so marched to GUrlitz ; but his Highness 
had turned off to the left, and proceeding by llothenberg and Klitten 
had advanced to Hoyerswerda, which he reached on the morning of 
the 25th. Hero General Vohia with about 2000 men was encamped, 
never dreaming of any danger. He was now surprised, surrounded, 
and taken ; a few men and one or two cannon alone escaping to tell 
the tale at Bautzen. Daun accordingly on hearing this came back 
towards DrcHden, and encamped at Kcsselsdorf, beyond that city. 
Prince Henry remained to let his troops recover themselves till the 
28th, when he marched by Elsterwerda to Torgau, and on the 4th of 
October joined Generals Finck and Wunsch at Strehht. He was 
now at the head of 40,000 men, or iifty-threo battalions and 103 
squadrons. This junction and the rapid and very able movements 
he had made totally prevented Marshal Daun from quitting Saxony, 
and absolutely separated the Austrians from the Kussian armyi 
which thwarted the promise he had given Soltikow to carry the war 
into Silesia. 

The able dispositions of the King also disappointed the hopes of 
London, who was united with Soltikow on the Oder. He closely 
followetl up<m their track whenever they moved. Soltikow, on 
learning that Daun instead of sending him reinforcements as he had 
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a^rcrd t(i do, hail carried lu« whole atrengtli into SaxoDVy WM dinp- 
poinUMl. Mnretivcr tho lUimiaiit had beon iMiurad by Um AmtrltM 
that they Hhould bo maiutaineil from their alnroa, but in coiMt* 
quriico (if thu doHtructiiiii of th«ir magasinea by Prinoo Honiy ibqF 
wor(« iinahlu to Bupply them, and offured them aubddlea of mooqf 
inHttfid. **y\y aohlicm eannot eat gold," waa Soltikow^ laoonif 
reply : and hfing now diiia|i|Kkintod in his Tiews upon Broainu, ba 
would rtMuain no longer, hut on the 24th of Ootobor hia MWy OQM- 
mcnc«*d thoir retreat towards Poland. 

During tho whole month of Ootobor Frodorlok wmt attaoktd with 
a fH>vortt At of tlio gout : as aoon, howovor, aa he learned the retrwit 
of the UumianH hi* sent for Ins generals, and reoeived them in bed 
with R Hahle peliiiso tlirown around him. ^Assure mj bmw tol- 
dien*/* Ksid the King, ** that 1 am not shamming, but tho T hi lsnea 
of my diitorder doi*a not permit me to ahow myaelf pononalfy to 
my army.*' Ho then aciiuainted them with hia arrangemenU: ono 
l>iii*t of tho army was destined to cover Slleala; tho other part| 
under General liUlsen, was to march into Saxony to mppori Plriiae 
Henry. 

30. TiiK War in Wkstphalu. 

Duke Ferdinand of lirunswiclc receivoil tho order of the Gtrlir 
for his victory at Minden, which wns sent over by tlie King witib 
proper 8tat<*, and a day appointed for hia Highnesa to be invealed 
with the iniiignia before tho whole anny. Contadea was in hia eanp 
at Mnrburg, and, Inmring of this iiiveiititure, he drew up the Frsnck 
ariny« and paid his HuccenHful op)Nment tlie generoua and dellealt 
couipliuient of orderini^ a general salute upon the oeoaaion. On 
the 7tli the henMiitary Prince attacked the rear*guard of tho FVanob 
at Kinib«>ek, who wero retiring beyond tlie Lahn; and on the lllh 
Kenliiiand took the strong citailel of Marburg, with a garriaon of 
INN) men. (*aaM>l surrendered to the Hanoverian Qeneral Freyta^ 
A Freneh pent at Weimar was Mir]irisod by Luckner, who took M 

JiriHoners ; the same officer drov<* the enemy out of Wetslan. Oenenl 
uilioif had been sent to besieg(« Miinst(«r, but had lieen forood to ralM 
the Hiege by the advance of a ftirce under U'Annentiteea, who wM 
enabled to throw provisions into the place on the 27th of SeptoabH; 
Upon receiving reinforctMuents, however, Imhoff again invetted the 
town in the ht>ginningof OetolM*r,and oliliged D*Armenti^roatorelVMt 
townnls Wcsel. Karly in November the Hiege-train came up, and the 
gr«mnd wns broken in the night of the 10th. The French attemplid 
to interrupt the iii(*gr on the Ittth, hut, in spite of this, the town ani^ 
rtMiilered on the 20th, t«*n days after the opening of the trenebMi 
hnluitr threw iu a garriwm of 5(N)0 men, and rejoined the l^noe af 
Unumwiek*s army. Fnlda wnn taken by surprise shortly after IkoA 
the Duke of Wirtemherg and his trooim, who had been plaeed il 
the pay of the French. His Highness had given the huUon ft ball| 
whieh was on the point of commencing when tho horeditai^ Prinoa 
and bin huHtwrs ruHhed into the town: l:iOO priaonen vera tnlua* 
Sut the Duke of Wurtemberg esca]ied. The defeat at Miadaa hid 
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aauMfil Miiuli dUuiiUm baiwtKm (aiittntltm and UiH>f{Utt timt butli wuru 
Muminuitttd liwiiy Ui V*^rm\\\ovk ; mid Dukt* Ftirdiiiiiiid tliuu^lit tlit* 
ouiMMftuuity fkviiiinibltt tu dlMpntuli tlid limtiditju'y I'riiiou on thti diid 
of UtfUHiiibbr with thliatmii bttttAlioiiH mud iiliiutttuii h^ujmIi'oiui (o Uid 
MMbiUiinM (*f lliH KiitK ill Hnxmiy. 

Tlttt buku dn Urt)|{liis ortittttsd Flt^ld-Marriliiil, returned to tlm 
Kreittih lu'iny ah iUt euiimiAiidtti*, mid whm mixiouH by wtuiu duud to 
iibitw hiiiiH«lf wortby uf ilin buiumr btiHtowml on biiii by biM HovuraiKii. 
liuka l^ttrdiiiMiid whh Kt i\w tiino HtiiplnycKl in bloukudiiiK (jUniimtn, 
wlduh WHM ill ctunHni|u«n(M» miHtid ; but tho Priu.iti whm too niuuh u]Nm 
hill KUAt*d to btt Hurprinoii, mid atiur n htmvy aminoutidu tiiu uiimuy 
doHUtttd. Tiiti Hiliot, howtivttr, hnviiig btttui urgtul into itutivity l)y 
this Mtteiii|it of tliM Krvntdi, tun in inoiioii lliuir iiKiit inioiig, who did 
good Murviuti i4fHitMt tiiitui. Tlin l«*r«utili navor extMilitid In tliiM kind 
uf warfrnKt, wliitdi U not Muitoti to m nittion wliu from tlitiir nntunil 
vtvftoitv unniiot long rtuimin in tliu ittitto of ootdiuittM mid WKtclifuliiuHii 
whiuh U tiMMtsiitiiii to midutiitH. Tlmir dutiiiilittd {lArtitM wtiro iliurufore 
tiiiiiMtiinily ttttiirkml, ihoir iiiiiKHxiiiHit tlirtnttttiibd, tlinlr pruviHionH 
Intorettptitd, mui tlinir ootufoi't mtriouiiiy impitirtid, ho Umt it whh nut 
tiii iJitt itxtrtinin cold put a Htop to tlnmo (ixpiniltioiiH tlmt both |Mir- 
Umi ill tlitt liti|fiiinin){ of Jiiiiuury took ui> tiudr wintor-ituHrierM ; 
liio Frctiidli botwmin tho Miiiiio mid tlio Lunii, mid tin* iiiliud ftniiv 
UttKr Murbiirit, wlioro tlin iitind-(|uart«rH wttiti Uxed. Tlio Fronuli 
WHfM HO ovHi'ioyed at attxiiiing at IrUKtii Honiu liopoii of tmniiuillityi 
thM Uti li»»xIio gavo to liiH army for tlio partdoi ** Tliay are utf." 

31. TiiH Wau in Saxony. 

Tli« noHitlun of Pi'lmio lit^nry at Stittliia wiu tno atroug tu ba 
aCtnukiid ill front, wiiiuii induutid the Auatrlau Uduttral tn form * 
Uttw plan, by wiiitdi lio tlirtinttuiml tlid iVuHniaii uomniunicjatioii with 
I LuiiMici and Witttfinlttn'g, and forrod tlittni to fall back on tho uvbiiing 
of 1110 Iflth to 'INtrKHu. Uaun to tmrry out iiin plan dividud bin m'liiy 
into dilftiroiit l)(»ditiM ; tlia HtrnngtiHt iliviHioii wmm plauod undor iliii 
itomniaiid uf tho liuko d'Alironilitirg, wiio inovod t«> Htrtdila to pro- 
VMiit tiio ouoiny roodiving anv tiling iiy way of tlio \u\\mi anotiiup 
divUioii, uiidHr (}oiiiniingtiii, advaiiuoti tti Kuionlittrg. wliiuli tiio IVun- 
aiana aliandonod. l^rinon llnnry gaiudil inforinatiun of Homo of 
tlitMM intuntioiiH from tiin impt^rH of an aido-do-oamp wliuui Im iiad 
lakoii priHonor. I to aooorilingly prHoartid to dotatfh UonoralH Kintik, 
WuiiHidi, and Wodnl in ditftntiiit ilimutiiniH auoordlng to uirrum- 
Htani^oH. On tiio 'iAtli D'Aiirtmiliorg arrivotl undiHtfovoitnl at l>u- 
mitMidi, upon wliioii I'l'inuo Itonry niartdioii with kUnuk'n uornn tliat 
way, mid liad a HkiriniHli witli (i«nttrai lirontiino at tho viilago of 
Vogolgotoang, wliioii liad no tioiiHii(|uon<m; but in ordor tnaiirround tin* 
I'rinoo, Daun HfiittJtiiiumi O'l)nnnoil towarda ICuioniMirg, and (JtiiioiiU 
Utinimingon to t)nl»t*ii. Itiiiiry wan alarinod at Uihhu diupiMitioUHi 
whioii Hoatiiisti to poi'tttnd a batilo, wlii«li lio oouid not nUHiain if 
attmtkoil fttttnt, ilank, and roar at liio Hamo timii. Hut Im oiinorvud 
lliat i)'Alirtiniljnrg*H luiriia whh ijiiilo liiHuiatad, mid might bo attaokud 
twfuro miy uf tita uUiar Auatrlau divbduiia vuuid uuina Ui hia aaalitt* 



344 THE WAB IS BAXOlfT. [AJ). 

ance. He therefore seDt Wunseh with his oorpa aeron tfat Elbe 

with orders to inarch down that river to Wittomberg^ repass it 

there, and join with Rebendsch in an attack on the Dnae fmi ths 

i rear, whilst the Prince did the same on his side ; and he hoped that 

i D'Ahremberg thus surrounded and having the rives in his vsar 

would be forced to lay down his arms. On the S9th the two fini met 

I the Duke, who happily for him had left Domitseh. Finek, arriving 

! at his point of destination, found that the enemy had nuwelMd awav 

some hours before towards Wittemberg, but Wunsdi eneoanteiw 

I the Austrian detachment near Merkitz. They immediatelj attaekadi 

beat him, and drove him back tu Duben on the Mnlda. The Frinos 

could not get up in time in consequence of D'Ahrembeig'a mova haak 

I to Pretzseh; but the Duke's retreat was made in hffga conftaed 

j masses, each battalion striving to be the first to pass the nridge near 

Sackwitz. They were attacked by Rebentiseh and General Plntsn 

with his own regiment of dragoons, and Gendorff's hossara dMogad 

tlic enemy, taking General (^mmingen, who commanded the mr| 

and 1430 men prisoners, but they got off. On the SOth the Ani- 

I trians evacuated Duben, and effected a junction with their armj 

I near Schilda. 

Tlie season being far advanced and the weather severe^ eoU| 
Marshal Daun after this transaction determined to mardi baek t§ 
I)i*e8den. Accordingly on the 4th of November his amqr qnittsd 
Schilda, and arrived at Dresden on the 1 7thy followed eloee at the 
hoels by the Prussians, some of whose parties got to the neighba«^ 
hood of that city before him; but though many skirmialies happenedi 
he suffered no loss worth mentitming. During this retreat the Kipg^ 
tliough not perfectly recovered, rejoined his army on the 13lh at 
Sorau. His Majesty thought it dangerous to attack the 
in the strong position they had taken up on the heighta of K< 



dorf, but determined to make them quit it by threatening thsir 
communications with Bohemia. Finck, reinforced with Gensnl 
Wunsch's corps, was therefore sent by Freyberg and DippoMii- 
walda to Maxen, exactly behind the Austrian army, and, had ho 
been suffered to stay there, Daun must have abandoned Dreeden; but 
the Marshal was resolved to repair the fault he had so lately oommittBd 
at Pretzach, and instantly to attack Finck's corps in such a msnwr 
ati to leave it no issue to escape. This general had hia miMivingi 
respecting his situation, and was bold enough to repreeent toem It 
the King, who answered him in a manner which haa often rsndend 
apparently impossible enterprises possible, ''He knowa I dislike 
difficulties to be raised ; he must make such arrangementa aa wili 
insure success." His Majesty would not even allow him to oeenpy 
t)io ]vass of Dippoldiswalda, " since it would be best lor the wholi 
force to be together, as he could thus better receive the attack of tte 
enoniy." The Auatrian Marshal, informed tliat General Finck was at 
Dippoldiswalda, determined to attack him there, and ordered G«Mnl 
Sincere to march thither on the 19th, during a heavy snow-atens ; 
but, on coming there, he found Finck gone that very momiDf to 
Maxen. This of course required a new dispoeition of attaek. 
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32. The Battlb of Maxen. 

The King was with his main army at Wilsdmf, having pushed 
jiethen to Kesselsdorf. The Prussian forces near Dippoldiswalda 
jid Maxen under Finck amounted to thirty-iive squadrons and 
ighteen battalions. Marshal Daun, sensible of the danger he was 
a of being cut off from Bohemia by this corps, and having obtained 
rom his Quartermaster- General, Count Lacy, a correct plan of 
he ground which the Prussians occupied, determined again to send 
ireneral Sincere on an expedition against it to secure the rear of his 
rmy. The Marshal at the same time sent a body of light troops 
inder General Brentano from the neighbourhood of Dresden, and 
[irected a body of Imperialists of the Duke of Zweybriicken's army to 
»roceed on the right of the ravine of Dohna, in order to come on Finck's 
eft flank. On the 19th, in the morning, the Marshal himself joined 
he division of Sincere at Dippoldiswalda and posted it securely, for 
r the Prussian corps had advanced against him he might have been 
Teatly embarrassed; and it was to be feared that his Prussian 
laiesty might in the interim attack the principal army, weakened 
s It was by these considerable detachments. The Marshal after 
bis returned to his head-quarters, leaving orders with Baron Sincere 
3 march the next morning, the 20th, at seven o'clock to Reinhardts- 
rimma. But the troops had scarcely begun their march when 
farshal Daun, attended by the Princes Albert and Clement of 
laxony, again rode up, and took the command of the attack. Count 
^'Donnell was placed at the head of the cavalry, and Sincere com- 
landed the infantry ; and the march was made in advance in four 
olumns, two of the former, and two of the latter. The village was 
>und occupied by three squadrons of Prussian hussars, and Gfeneral 
*laten was posted in the rear of it with a support; but thev all 
bandoned it at the approach of the Austrians, without even defend- 
ig the important gorge in which it is situated. The country was so 
lountainous, and the paths so slippery from frost and snow, that 
le officers came to the Marshal to dissuade him from proceeding, 
ut Major Fabri (a zealous and excellent officer) assured him that 
e had himself reconnoitred the ways and found them practicable ; 
nd, moreover, that there was no doubt they would prove so, for 
le enemy must have passed over them the preceding day, so that 
le Austrian corps continued their march in four <x>lumn8 from 
Leinhardtsgrimma to Maxen. 

General Finck was now seen on the heights in front of the latter 
lace, which he occupied with three battalions and a battery of nine 
una and howitzers ; General Platen was on a lower hill nearer Hon- 
orf with two battalions; and the remainder of the force was faced to 
le right to oppose Brentano's advance. Batteries were established 
t the angles of the potenoe, opposite the advance, of the latter cotrpfl. 
eneral Finck rendered his position defective by not occupying two 
eights immediately adioining the left of where Platen stood, which 
ould have prevented the Austrians from debouching from the wood 
irough which they were marching from Reinhardtsgrimma; bat it 
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mu8t bo Admitted that he was icarcely Btrong enough to oeoaiiir UmbIi 
for Wunsch was neoenarilv posted facing E&hna, to oppose tbo Im* 
perialitt advance on that aide. Aa soon, howtTvr, aa tiio AMiriin ad- 
vanced gnard had cleared the wood, the Bfarahal aaean da d mm of dM 
above hoighta to reconnoitre the enemy's position, and In Opil* of Ihi 
verv steep ascent, slippery Arom the frost and snow, CSaptiiD Sohrmte 
of tlio artillery followed him up and establiahed ft batlsrgr of oigfal !!• 
pounders, which enfiladed the Prussian position and oaoanlfliwd on- 
siderable havoc. The cannonade now beeame vary bciak on btlh 
sides, but that of the Imperialists having the advaattM of ifttwrtlfln 
did the most execution: for Brentano also oontinnaa fate adviMi^ 
and had established a battery of eight 8-pomid enlvwiw tm ■ 
hoight called the Sandberg, on the Prussian flank oppcasd to Uit 
the sliot from these two attacks occasioned snoh eonltaaka UMBg 
the baggage, tliat it had to be removed. 

The cannonade had already continued three-qnavten of Ml han^ 
when the Marshal ordered General Siskowita to go forwaid widk Ul 
grenadiers against the Prussians ; supporting tlmn with m hripil 
of infantry under M. d'Ainse, to attack thefr rig^and « hrigya 
under General Dombasle to move to their loft The OKvalvy n* 
nmined in the hollow way under eovor from the ononij^ flK 
While these troops were advancing, two battallona of PlvHlaM 
descended the hill of Maxen to take the advance in flanlt, bnt lh«t 
men being met in front by the grenadiers, and eruahed in flank Ij 
the fire of the battery on the hill, were driven with nCMiptedai 
into the village of Maxen. General Finck immodiatoly aoppailid 
thorn with three battalions from his right flank tkelng BrsBlMi% 
corps, and replaced them with Platen *s divialon, whom £b dmr iMk 
into the line. These troops marched behind the poaitkia thrao^ Iki 
village of Maxen, but meeting there the two battalionn who ' 
been repulsed, they were all unfortunatelv thrown into 
The Prussian Generals, Rebentisch and Mooel, uaed thoiv 
endeavours to prevent this disorder, but all their eflbrta w«ra 
The Austrian grenadiers now, therelbre, carried the jwinofoni hul il H 
with but little loss, and obliged the Prussiana to retiff^ atnuilaiilin 
their cannon, and at the same moment the Imnerial oavalry advaMkl 
from the hollow in which they were placed, turned tho flank Hfl 
pursued the advantage already gained with the utmoat inUipiiH^ 
The attack of Brcutauo's corps was at this time beooming UHM 
serious, and Finck accordingly ordered fifteen aquadrona of fmfH/h 
siers, under the command of Major-General de Bredow, to 
against them; but these having to frass through mnrah land, 
thick furze, could neither form nor attack with elDMSt, but fell 1 
and again joined Finck, who had taken up a new poaitioB In front if 
Schnemdorf. Brentano continued advancing to DrowitBi itktm Hi 
division now united itself to that of the Marshal. 

This new position, or rather halt, of the Prussiana was b«t«f dnH 
duration, for Prince Stolberg, with three battaliona of influrtiy aai 
one of dragoons of the lni)»erialist8, waa already at ^ ' 
and Couut Palfy with huaaara and light Iroopi ai 
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ral Finek, enclo.sud on cvory side, took post for the night in 
>lain between Falkenhaye and Bloschwitz. He was now in 
nust distressing situation possible: surrounded on all sides by 
,'S and doHles whose heights were occupied by the enemy; there 
not a ningle opening for his retreat. The night was too far 
:iced for either party to continue their attacks, but the Prus- 
formed in order of battle and lay down under arms. In the 
the Marshal was informed that a corps of the enemy had been 
approaching Dippoldiswalda ; upon which he ordered a body of 
s to occupy Riippchon, where Sinoere's corps had been at the 
attack, with orders to defend it to the last extremity, and thus 
event the King from sending succour to Maxen through the 
Yj after which he retired to rest for a few hours in a house in 
nllage. Jiefure daybreak ho came to his troops and ordered 
cannon to fire in the dark towards the place where the enemy 
supposed to be. Finck, alarmed at this, at first formed a resolu- 
x> cut his way through the Imperialists from Schnemdorf on the 
)f Muhlbach, and distributed cartridges among the troops for 
purpose, l)ut when ho mustered the men who remained with 
they amounted only to 2H3G, with only eight pieces of cannon, 
le felt it would he vain to attempt such an enterprise with such a 
ened and defeated force. Wunsch, though a general of infantry, 
.>d to lead the cavalry, under favour of the night, by the gorge 
Sirsen, in the opposite direction, by way of Lug and Lochwitz. 
c day broko ainiflst these counter-resolutions, but Wunsch had 
dy started in the direction indicated. As soon as tlie Austrian 
opened, a trumpet was sent to the Marshal, when the lire ceased, 
\\\ further attack was countermanded upon the appearance of 
ral RobentiHch, who, on the part of General Finck, came with an 
to surnaider priKon(>rs of war. Daun, however, insisted that 
sell should be recalled and included in the capitulation, and the 
•tian (ji(>neral represented in vain that ho commanded a separate 
of m(tn. The Marshal sent after him, and Wunsch was obliged 
:urn and l)«come prisoner, though he did not sign the convention. 
ity-one pieeifs of cannon with forty-four ammunition carts, nine 
'al ofKccrs with 540 of inferior degree, and 14,022 men submitted 
3 Austrian Marshal on this occasion ; a few huBsars alone escaped 
rry the sad int(;lligencc to Fredenck. Gonnral Finck's case was a 
hard one. Jle had represented to the King his danger, and had 
*th(;]e8s been ordered to encounter it, with even a stipulation 
in his judgment increiuied it. lie was an officer who had risen 
3ly by pei'soiial merit and the favour of his sovereign, and who, 
the disaster at Kuncrsdorf, had been pronounced to be a seoond 
nne. The King now wrote to him, ''tliat it is a circumstance 
\Ti\ of to til is day that a Prussian corps should lay down its 
/' and uecordingly, upon his release at tho end of Uic war he 
Uebentirich were brought to a court-martial, tried, and con- 
ed to bo imprisoned at Si>andau for a year, and dismissed 
ervice. ( )ii receiving his liberty he took service in tho Danish 
, but died in a very few ycars^ as it ia believed, of a broken 
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heart Rebentisch became a geQeral officer in the Portagaec 
vice. The King forgave none of the g^enerals who had been 
prisoners at Maxen except Wunsch, whom he oouaidered to 
shown the most spirit, and to have been undeservedly implicai 
the disaster. 

The Prussian corps which had alarmed Marshal Daun i 
night was a reality. The King had in truth detached Hfilsei 
four regiments of infantry and two of cavalry, and snbseqi 
Schlabendorf with nine battalions and ten squadrons, to the i 
ance of Finck, but they did not reach Dippoidiswalda till aft* 
surrender on the 2l8t, and on receiving intelligenee of hi 
they withdrew ae^ain the next day, and reached Freyberg o 
23rd. Marshal Daun after his successful enterprise returned 
camp near Dresden, and detached General Beck to the right 
of the Elbe against the corps of Greneral Dierke, who was ] 
near Meissen with 3000 men. On the 3rd of December this g< 
directed his march so that he came on the Prussian left flat 
tacked Dierke and drove him to the river, where having no b: 
he attempted to pass in boats, but the Elbe was so fall of to 
Beck, one of the Empress's best officers, left him no altematii 
to lay down his arms, by which 1400 more Prussian soldiers fe 
the hands of the Austrians, in proof that misfortunes never 
single. 

Marshal Daun, generally so cautious, was nevertheless int 
after these advantages, to advance upon the weakened army < 
King, in the hope that he would take to flight upon his approacl 
his surprise he found him prepared to receive him. He then det 
Maquire to get possession of Freyberg, who advanced agai 
with 16,000 men ; but he was disappointed ; he found the Pm 
drawn up in order of battle, and did not venture to attack 
Frederick had only 24,000 men with him, but with these he 
tained his position from Wilsdruf to Freyberg, and kept po os cs o 
the whole Electorate of Saxony, with the exception of Dresdei 
an inconsiderable portion of tlie circle of Meissen. Daun, \ 
astonishment of the world, was contented to rest in his strong 
tion near Planen, and in his impregnable camp at Pima, as if n 
been the defeated party. Frederick remained face to face wi' 
formidable adversary, and was still a serious opponent, in his 
encampment near Wilsdruf. Under this state of things the 
ditary Prince of Brunswick marched into the camp at Fre, 
on the 25th of December with 12,000 men. It was to the 
of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick that the result of a br 
campaign against the numerous armies of the French enablec 
to detach such a force 300 miles to the assistance of the Ki 
Prussia. The winter, however, had already set in with unexai 
severity : it was the most intense cold known in Europe for a 
many years. The Prussian army, distributed in the small 
and villages, were so straitened for room that only a few o 
soldiers could be housed, and every day many of the ill-clad 
were frostbitten. Four battalions in daily succession oooupic 
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camp, where the tents were frozen as hard as boards. Notwith- 
standing the severity of the season Frederick, proud of his rein- 
forcements, advanced and drove back all the advanced posts of the 
enemy, but he could do nothing more in such a season, though 
Marshal Daun was exposed to the same inconvenience and sufferings. 
The winter campaign cost more than two battles ; 4000 men were 
lost in sixteen days, so that it was said of both armies, ^' They died 
like flies." At length in January the Prussians went into winter- 
quarters, as did the Austrians ; and the Imperialists marched into 
Fraoctmia with their head- quarters at Bamberg, so that the cam- 
paign now ended on every side. 

33. The War in Pomerania. 

The Swedes obtained some advantages this year in consequence 
of the necessity General Kleist had been under after the battle of 
Kunersdorf of marching to the assistance of the King. No sooner 
had Kleist marched than General Lautinghausen, who commanded 
the Swedish army, attacked and took the fort of Penamunde ; whilst 
by sea General Karplan, having with his fleet entered the harbour 
of Stettin, had seized upon nine Prussian vessels which were at 
anchor there. Count Fersen also took the town of Wollin, and in 
it 600 prisoners. Several battalions of the slightly wounded were 
formed at Berlin and sent to General Manteufel. The Swedish 
army advanced as far as Prentzlau, when, alarmed at their sue* 
cesses, Manteufel, as soon as the reinforcements came up, advanced^ 
and drove the Swedes beyond the river Pene. He never after this 
allowed them to stop, but drove them, continually fighting, to Greifs- 
wald and Demmin, in which latter place he seized the miUtary chest ; 
and thence advancing took Anklam, but the bitterness of the cold 
put an end to the campaign, and he took up his winter-quarters in 
that town. 

After the retirement of the Russians into Poland, General Golz 
remained opposed in Silesia by Greneral Fouquet and General 
Harsch ; but a few days later, on the 29th of October, Fouquet 
received reinforcements from the King, and marched away to ob- 
struct General Loudon. He passed Breslau on the 6th of November, 
and reached Kusel on the 12th. Here he came up with the Austrians, 
10,000 strong, and determined on a war of posts. He occasioned 
them great losses in skirmishes, and beat up their quarters, and 
took about 400 prisonera. On the 30th Fouquet, informed that 
Loudon was retreating, followed him to Ratisbon, and on the same 
day the Austrians arrived at Teschen. It now seemed as if mutuallj 
agreed that winter- quarters should be taken up by all the eontending 
parties. 
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